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J U . l Dear Jubilee USA Supporter,

USA NETWORK U Thank you for participating in our Jubilee Sunday in unity with our brothers and sisters across the world. As people of
faith, we are called to stand together on the side of the poor, hungry, and oppressed. Your participation in this time
will help empower our leaders in the United States to take action for the world’s poorest.

Join Jubilee Congregations around the United States in dedicating part or all of your service on October
16, 2011 to pray for global economic justice, to deepen your community’s understanding of the debt issue,
take decisive action for debt cancellation and just economic policies, and collect a special offering to support
the work of the Jubilee USA Network.

Enclosed you will find educational and worship resources for your annual Jubilee Sunday. By reading the
lessons of the Bible and the voices of the prophets in new ways, we share an opportunity to learn how to
continue to put our faith into action. We encourage you to adapt these resources in any way that works for
your congregation. We would also love to hear the creative ideas that you initiate in your own congregation
so we can share with others across the country.

This year we are encouraging our congregations to hold Jubilee Sunday in conjunction with our global
partners rallying around the lllegitimate Debt Week. Your event will happen alongside millions of our
brothers and sisters taking action in Africa, Asia, Latin America, and Europe. We link ourselves with those
in the world’s poorest countries, amplifying their voices to be heard by our world leaders.

Jubilee offers a range of activities you can you do alongside your prayer to take action for global economic
justice. First, if you haven’t already, you can participate in our Voices of Esther initiative. Additionally, you'll
find a number of different educational workshops inside the packet that can help deepen your community’s
resolve and understanding surrounding the debt crises. Finally, we are encouraging congregations to take
group photographs of your community, and sign the letter, attached in the resource, addressed to your
member of congress. This photo and letter will produce a clearer visual of a community who cares deeply
about these issues to present to your respective members of congress. And, a second copy of this photo will
be sent to our partners in the Global South.

Through these prayers and actions your congregation can use your privilege of living in a democracy to raise
up the voices of the most vulnerable through your advocacy efforts. Furthermore, you will send a message
of solidarity and begin linking ourselves more deeply with our partners in the Global South!

We hope that this resource will help you plan your Jubilee Sunday. If you need any assistance in planning
your event please feel free to contact Jeremy Weyl, our Congregations and Outreach Fellow, at 202-783-
0214 or at Jeremy@jubileeusa.org.

Thanks for all the important work you do on behalf of others and for your continued participation in the
worldwide Jubilee movement.

Sincerely,

\—

Eric LeCompte

222 East Capitol Street, NE
Washington DC 20003

Executive Director, Jubilee USA

202.783.3566 el
202.546.4468 fox

www.jubileeusa.org
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Jubilee Vision

We envision a world in which external debt no longer impoverishes nations and peoples by diverting

resources from health, education, and the environment to pay rich countries and financial institutions, a

world in which families and communities have a voice in economic policies and decisions that affect

their lives, a world where right relationships are restored between nations. We respond to the call for

Jubilee found in Judeo-Christian scripture, where those enslaved because of debts are freed, lands lost

because of debt are returned, and communities torn by inequality are restored.

Jubilee USA Network is part of the worldwide
movement of people of faith and conscience
seeking to cancel the debts of impoverished
countries and work toward a responsible and just
international economy. The Network includes a
broad range of religious, social justice,
environmental and development organizations, as
well as thousands of individuals who share a moral
commitment to finding a definitive solution to the
international debt crisis. The year of Jubilee
proclaimed in the Hebrew Scriptures took place
every fifty years and was a time when all debts
were cancelled, land was returned and people
were freed.

This vision of Jubilee calls for the building of right
relationships between communities, people and
nations. The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.
captured the essence of Jubilee best when he said,
“Injustice anywhere represents a threat to justice
everywhere.” In our world today, international
cooperation builds true security while the crisis of
debt breeds instability, hopelessness and
unnecessary suffering.

We know debt cancellation works. Now it is up to
us to generate the political will needed to achieve
this life-affirming goal. Movements turn the
impossible into the inevitable. Ten years ago, many
economists, politicians and development
specialists argued that canceling the debts of
impoverished nations was an impossible task given
the entrenched nature of the debt and the lack of
public awareness and engagement around the
issue. The rising wave of people of faith contacting

our elected leaders, educating the media and
reaching out to others in our communities has put
this crisis on the national agenda.

The Jubilee Movement

In the late 1990s, a broad network of people of
faith and conscience from across the globe came
together under the banner of Jubilee 2000,
engaging their communities and challenging policy
makers to address the international debt crisis.
This mobilization brought the issue of debt to the
global stage, but it did not end the debt crisis.

In 2005, pressure from the Jubilee movement,
together with the Global Call to Action Against
Poverty, again pushed the issues of debt and global
poverty onto the agenda of world leaders. But
once again, while significant steps were taken, the
debt crisis was not ended. The imperative to finish
what was started remains: to lift the excruciating
burden of debt that continues to siphon resources
from impoverished countries that should be used
for health care, education and clean water.

Expanded debt cancellation must come alongside
the work of addressing the root causes of
indebtedness - unjust economic policies and
lending practices, a history of exploitation and
unequal relationships between the Global North
and South.

Inspired by the Jubilee vision of liberation and
fullness of life for all, people of faith and
conscience around the world continue to call for
justice and liberation.



Minute for Mission

Use this guide for introducing the vision of Jubilee to your congregation.

You may only have a few minutes to introduce the work of Jubilee USA to your congregation. As you prepare
to introduce Jubilee Sunday to your congregation, stop and think about why you are passionate about the
work of debt cancellation and global economic justice.

Have you seen first-hand the effects of international debt and its exacerbation of poverty in the Global South?
Has your advocacy work with the Jubilee movement continued to inspire you to act? As a member of your
community, your passion will inspire more than many facts and figures can. Share a personal story of
inspiration and/or share a story like this one from the Global South:

The story of 12-year-old Elissa is just one example of the ugly realities faced by many in poor countries:

Elissa is the fourth child to Maria and Millo One Tuesday morning, Elissa, the couple’s fourth
Masawe. The family of six lives in two small rooms child, appeared ill to her teacher in a poor

on the outskirts of Dodoma, a city in Tanzania. A community school staffed by unpaid volunteers.
small stream carries a Elissa kept rubbing her

stomach and looked weak
and dizzy. The teacher
asked what the problem
was and Elissa responded,
seemingly embarrassed, “I
have not eaten for two
days.” When the teacher
asked why, Elissa replied, “it
hasn’t been my turn yet.”

trickle of water and
sewage through their
community, which has
no access to potable
water, indoor plumbing
or sewage facilities.
The fields and roads of
their neighborhood are
perpetually dusty.
Maria sews pleats by
hand on traditional
indigenous skirts. She

When the teacher pursued
the matter further, she

.
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earns 3,084 shillings Elissa with her siblings and friends at home learned that Elissa’s family
(about $2) per skirt for a had only one meal everyday
job that takes 12 hours of uninterrupted sewing. and, since they could only afford so little food, the
She has been getting the same price for three family had been divided into two groups that took
years from a contractor in the informal sector and turns to eat, a day apart. That day in the evening,
says that if she doesn't do the sewing, there are Elissa’s group was taking its turn to eat.

many others who are willing to take her place.
Millo, her husband, has no job. Maria’s earnings
cannot buy enough food for the family, let alone
pay school fees for their children.

Today, on Jubilee Sunday, it is a time to remember the world’s poor and, as people of faith, pray that we
may make a difference in their lives. Our circumstance of birth is arbitrary -- none of us chose to be born in
this particular country, economy or family.



















































