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Snohomish County Democrats and  

Affiliated Legislative Districts  

2021 “Municipal” Positions Questionnaire  
 
Dear Candidate, 
 

Thank you for requesting an endorsement from the Snohomish County Democrats and 
other affiliated legislative districts. We appreciate your interest and your participation. When a 
candidate asks for our endorsement we ask the candidate to fill out this questionnaire. The 
endorsement committee’s desire is to collect information that is important to our constituents in 
Snohomish County and to gain an understanding of your Democratic values. 

 

This questionnaire will help us evaluate those candidates that are seeking our 
endorsement. We will evaluate candidates based on several sources of information beyond this 
questionnaire. At the discretion of the chair of the endorsement committee you may be invited to 
an interview with the full committee.  

 

The endorsement committee will evaluate your endorsement request and make a 
recommendation to our membership. You may be invited to the membership meeting to make 
a brief statement and possibly answer a few questions. Please consider time constraints when 
planning to return your questionnaire. We highly encourage you to submit your endorsement 
request as early as possible. 
 

 Our affiliated legislative districts may, at their discretion, use this form for their 
endorsement request.  Please contact the legislative districts you intend to seek endorsements 
from and see if this questionnaire will be used or if there is another form you should submit. 
  

Endorsement questionnaires will be shared with our members and may be posted on the 
Snohomish County Democrats website and on the websites of our affiliated legislative districts.   

 

Please return the completed questionnaire to: endorsements@snocodems.org and your 
local LD endorsements contact. 

 

Candidate Name: Judge Jennifer Rancourt 

Candidate for what office: Snohomish County District Court, Cascade Div. Pos. 1 

Have you filed with the PDC? Yes 

 

Campaign Address: P, O. Box 27113 Seattle, WA. 98165 

Campaign Phone: 
Email: 

425-466-0619 

judgejenniferrancourt@gmail.com  

mailto:endorsements@snocodems.org
mailto:judgejenniferrancourt@gmail.com
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Website: No website yet 

Campaign Manager name: 
Email: 
Phone number: 

Mary Ann Ottinger 

judgejenniferrancourt@gmail.com 

425-466-0619 

Campaign Treasurer name: 
Email: 
Phone number: 

Andy Lo 

treasurer@andy-lo.com 

206-335-8815 

Campaign Consultant name: 
Email: 
Phone number: 

Mary Ann Ottinger 
judgejenniferrancourt@gmail.com 
425-466-0619 

 

 

Candidate Background 
 

Undergraduate Institution: Western Washington University 
Undergraduate Degree: B.A. Political Science and Economics 
Year Received: 1997 
Law School: University of Washington 
Law Degree Received: J.D. 
Year Received: 2000 
Other Degrees:  

 
List up to three jurisdictions in which you are currently admitted to practice law and the dates of 
admission. 

Court/Jurisdiction Date Admitted 

Washington (judicial status) November 2000 

  

  
 

List your bar association membership(s). 
State Membership Date Status (active / inactive) 

Washington November 2000-present judicial 

   

   

 
Please list below all professional societies of which you are a member. 

District and Municipal Court Judges Association 

 
#1 - In 75 words or less, please describe why you are seeking a judicial position. 

I am seeking to continue my work as a judge to combine my client counseling skills and my 

courtroom experience to serve my community.  As a public defender, I worked with a diverse 

population, many of whom suffered from poverty, mental health conditions and/or substance 

abuse.   I learned from a wide variety of human experience.   As a public defender and now as a 

judge, I have developed a strong understanding of court rules, and procedures.   
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#2 - In 75 words or less, please describe the type of judge you aspire to be. 

I aspire to be a judge who demonstrates compassionate accountability.  In both civil and criminal 

matters, judges have to make difficult decisions and hold individuals accountable, but the most 

effective judges balance that with compassion for all parties. I strive to work ethically, treat 

parties with kindness and respect and remain humble so that I can continue to learn from the 

parties who appear in my court. 

 

 

 
#3 - Please briefly identify all your experience as a neutral decision-maker.  This can include 
service as a permanent or pro tem judge, administrative law judge, arbitrator, hearing officer, 
etc. 

Court/Jurisdiction Dates / Date Ranges 

Snohomish County District Court Judge  January 2019-present 

Washington State Clemency and Pardons Board 2011-2018 (chair 2012-18) 

Judge Pro Tem, Marysville and Everett  2010-2018 

 
#4 - Please describe any activities that you have engaged in to eliminate bias or improve access 
to the judicial system. 

One activity that I have engaged in to eliminate bias or improve access is to create a re-licensing 

program in Snohomish County.  As a public defender, it was clear to me that the judicial system 

often perpetuates the cycle of criminal behavior through burdensome legal financial obligations.  

For example, fines in criminal traffic matters often have the disparate impact of causing 

collateral consequences such as license suspensions for those who are unable to pay them.  I 

developed a re-licensing program that allows for fines to be re-examined and opportunities for 

alternative forms of payment and other assistance in eliminating barriers to relicensing.   

 
#5 - What are the most significant barriers to access to justice today? In what ways have you 
seen these barriers in your practice? 

Clearly, poverty – or even “near poverty” -- is the primary barrier to access to justice.  There are 

many people who do not qualify for a Public Defender but nonetheless still cannot afford to hire 

an attorney.  Language barriers and cultural differences are also some of the significant barriers 

to access to justice.  Court is challenging when it is in one’s first language.  I see individuals 

struggle to understand the process when there is a language barrier.  This is particularly apparent 

in the civil setting where the assistance of legal counsel is not guaranteed.   

 
#6 - As a member of the bench, what role, if any, do you believe that a judge has to enhance 
equal access to justice? 

The courts play a significant role in enhancing access.  We must continue to strive to improve 

access through technology, interpreter services, accessible forms and support of legal services.  

Judges are also in the best position to advocate for adequate funding of public defense so as to 

reduced Public Defender caseloads. 

 
#7 - What can a judge, or court, do to improve diversity in the legal profession? 

Judges can do a variety of things to improve diversity of the legal profession.  For example, we 

can speak in schools about our profession, we can mentor college students considering legal 
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careers and we can actively recruit diverse pro tem panels. Judicial participation in programs like 

Mock Trial and Youth Court at the Middle and High School level also can ignite the sparks of 

interest in minority young people when they are just beginning to think about possible careers. 

 
#8 - Briefly describe no more than two significant matters that you directly handled as counsel, 
and include the reason that each is significant to you. 

In one of my last trials as an attorney, I represented a young man (17 at the time of the incident) 

charged with first degree murder.  Through extensive investigation, it became clear that the only 

“evidence” against my client was based on the cultural misunderstanding and the implicit bias of 

the teenage witnesses.  Our team worked very hard to peel apart the layers and question the 

assumptions being made.  The jury voted 10-2 to acquit.  The prosecutor declined to try the case 

a second time and the charges were dismissed. 

 

 
#9 Describe what you see as optimal bail reform. 

Optimal bail reform would balance the need to protect the community with the rights of the 

accused.  That would be creating an equitable system in which bail protected the community and 

insured that individuals appeared for their court dates without disparate impact on those without 

financial means.   

 
#10 Identify the basis upon which you determine the necessity or propriety for recusal. 

It is appropriate to recuse oneself if there is any chance that any outside influences could actually 

affect one’s decision-making process or if it could appear to a reasonable person that outside 

influences could affect one’s decision-making process.  I have recused myself on a handful 

occasions.  For example, in one civil matter, my personal accountant was the plaintiff.  In 

another matter, I observed behavior outside of court by a criminal defendant that was strikingly 

similar to the allegations that had been made against her.  

 
#11 Have you been recused based upon the request or motion by a litigant, by a party 
to the proceeding, or by any other party? 

Yes.  Twice to my recollection.  One is the criminal defendant discussed above.  I agreed with 

her concern that my observations outside of court would make it best for her matters to be heard 

by another judicial officer. The second was by a lawyer who was running for judge and I was 

assisting with their opponent’s campaign. 

 
#12 Please describe your work within the community, including pro bono work. 

I served for 8 years on the Clemency and Pardons Board, nine years on the Board for Boys and 

Girls Club of Snohomish County and have been a member of Rotary for the past five years. 
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#13 Have you ever practiced law under a different name?  If so, list name(s). 

No 

 
#14 Have any grievances ever been filed against you?  If so, please state their nature and 
outcome.  Have you ever been disciplined or cited for a breach of ethics or unprofessional 
conduct by, or are you now the subject of a complaint to, any court, administrative agency, bar 
association, disciplinary committee, or other professional group?  If so, please give the 
particulars. 

Yes.  As a public defender, I recall 4 complaints. They were all dismissed without any action.    

One was an incoherent complaint and a seemingly unrelated pile of papers sent to the Bar by a 

client of mine.  A second was a false allegation by a client who claimed that I, along with 

corrections staff at the jail had kidnapped her children and stolen her money.  A third was from a 

corrections officer who complained that I had filed a complaint with his superiors over his 

treatment of one of my clients. A final complaint was filed by a client who was frustrated that he 

had been convicted of bail jumping after his possession of narcotics charged was dismissed on a 

defense motion to suppress. 

 

No, I have never been disciplined or cited for any breach of ethics or unprofessional conduct.  I 

am not currently the subject of any complaint. 

 
#15 In the last 36 months, have you been included in any bar poll or judicial evaluations by the 
state and/or local bar associations or other legal organizations? If so, please attach a copy of 
those results. 

All judges in Snohomish County were the subject of evaluations last year by the Snohomish 

County Bar Association members.  Unfortunately, the results of an individual judge are not 

released unless more than 30 people evaluate a particular judge.  Last year, no results were 

released for any of the district or municipal court judges in Snohomish County because the 

responses did not reach that minimum threshold. 
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Please answer the following questions. Yes/No 

1 Have you ever failed to pay any taxes or court ordered judgments? No 

2 Have you ever been found in violation of a Public Disclosure Commission 

or Federal Election Commission? 

No 

 
If you answered “Yes” to any of the questions above, please explain your answer: 
 

 

 

 

 

Please respond to the following acknowledgement(s). Agree/Disagree 

1 I agree to run an ethical and honest campaign.  Failure to do so could 

result in the rescission of my endorsement. 

Agree 

 

If you disagree with any of the items above, please explain your answer: 
 

 
 
 


