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Visions of a future decade as 20mph becomes the norm 

20’s Plenty is one of the few campaigns 
that has resulted in an actual 
improvement in peoples’ wellbeing and 
life chances in the UK in the last decade
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Research by the UK Transport 
Research Laboratory has shown 
that every 1mph reduction in 
average urban speeds can result 
in a 6 per cent fall in the number 
of casualties. It’s also been 
shown that you are seven times 
more likely to survive if you are 
hit by a car driving at 20mph, 
than if you are hit at 30mph. If a 
child suddenly steps in front of a 
car, you are much less likely to 
seriously injure or kill them if you 
keep to a 20mph limit.

https://service.oxfordshire.go
v.uk/20mphrequest
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20mph will help the 
best-off people in 
particular, to be 
more courteous. 

https://twitter.com/Charlie_Hicks_/status
/1570355513522810882

https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandco
mmunity/personalandhouseholdfinances/expendi
ture/datasets/percentageofhouseholdswithcarsby
incomegrouptenureandhouseholdcompositionukt
ablea47
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The backlash is decreasing

Those who once targeted 20mph 
campaigns, now more often target cyclists 
or low traffic neighborhood schemes (0 
mph for cars!).

A backlash was predicted in 2013. We are 
now approaching its tenth anniversary. 
This was when the RAC put out the 
following statement on one of its blogs 
(when blogging was fairly new…)
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“There’s also an environmental cost. According to the Highways 
Agency’s figures, at 30mph average CO2 emissions for vehicles 
(including 10% Heavy Goods Vehicles) stands at 188g/km, whereas at 
20mph this rises to 221g/km. This is usually due to motorists driving 
in a lower gear than they normally would.

As CO2 output is linked to fuel consumption, it could thus hurt your 
motoring outgoings by driving at a slower speed.

There’s no denying a collision at 20mph is less damaging to humans 
and your vehicle than a crash at 30, but the argument is the number 
of incidents will increase. If we keep awareness levels behind the 
wheel high, can it be as effective as reducing the speed limit?”

https://www.rac.co.uk/
community/blog/rac-
blog/january-
2013/backlash-against-
20mph-
%E2%80%98slowdown
%E2%80%99-zones

Projected ‘Backlash’ 
was resurrected again 
this summer…

Blog

Backlash against 20mph ‘slowdown’ zones
03 Jan 2013 at 13:16
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https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2022/08/09/
prepare-backlash-against-20mph-madness/
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https://www.theguardian.com
/world/2022/jun/09/low-
traffic-neighbourhoods-report-
london-ltn-schemes

The debate is 
moving on to 
other issues, 
but can LTN 
learn from the 
20mph 
experience?
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Graphs and 
data alone do 
not change 
hearts and 
minds
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https://www.centreforlondon.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/CFL-StreetShift-LTNs-Final.pdf

Most 
variation is 
in the green 
bars 
(opposition). 
There is less 
variation in 
the blue 
bars 
(support)



To begin to sum up

What is perhaps most 
surprising is that there 
has been success at all 
– given where the UK 
now sits in the 
international league 
table on libertarian 
economic and social 
policy.
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John Burn-Murdoch (2022) The Tories have become unmoored from the British people, The Financial Times, September 30th: 
https://ft.com/content/d5f1d564-8c08-4711-b11d-9c6c7759f2b8



I think we can be optimistic

But while there are still children and adults 

who are put at greater risk, simply because 

their local councilors are lax – there will be a 

job to be done.

We need policy which is:

Fair, Green, and Good.

Not Fast, Fast, and Fast. https://www.unlockingsustainable
cities.org/car-free.html
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