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Q1

Your Information

Name Melissa Taylor

Email Address melissa@electmelissataylor.com

Phone Number 2063713914

Q2

I have reviewed the instructions at the top of this page

Yes

Q3

Campaign contact information

Candidate first name Melissa

Candidate last name Taylor

Campaign email melissa@electmelissataylor.com

Campaign phone 206-487-4450

Q4

Is the candidate a Democrat?

Yes

Q5

Jurisdiction

WA Legislative District 46

Q6

Position Sought

State Representative
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Q7

Position number

02

Q8

Additional Campaign Information (optional)

Campaign website (start with https://) http://www.electmelissataylor.com/

Candidate name pronunciation muh-LISS-uh TAY-ler

Candidate pronouns (ex: she/her) she/her

Q9

Campaign Manager information (optional)

Respondent skipped this question

Q10

Campaign Treasurer information (optional)

Treasurer first name Jason (Argo Strategies)

Treasurer last name Bennett

Treasurer email info@argo.us

Treasurer phone 206-745-2010

Q11

Campaign Consultant information (optional)

Consultant first name Crystal (Fincher Consulting)

Consultant last name Fincher

Consultant email info@fincherconsulting.com

Consultant phone 206-651-4642

Q12

Fundraiser / Fundraising Consultant / Finance Chair information (optional)

Fundraiser first name Liz (Blue Wave Politics)

Fundraiser last name Hall

Fundraiser email info@bluewavepolitics.com

Fundraiser phone (206) 682-7328
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Q13

Other Campaign Contact information (optional)

Other role Mail Consultant

Other first name Michael (Upper Left Strategies)

Other last name Charles

Other email michael@ulstrategies.com

Q14

Other paid staff or full-time volunteers (optional)

Respondent skipped this question

Q15

Ways people can support your campaign (all optional)

URL to SUBSCRIBE (start with https://) https://www.electmelissataylor.com

URL to VOLUNTEER (start with https://) https://www.electmelissataylor.com/volunteer-with-us/

URL to DONATE (start with https://) https://secure.actblue.com/donate/electmelissataylor

Q16

Additional campaign contact information (all optional)

FACEBOOK PROFILE (person, start
withhttps://www.facebook.com/)

https://www.facebook.com/melissawptaylor/

FACEBOOK PAGE (campaign, start with
https://www.facebook.com/)

https://www.facebook.com/electmelissataylor

INSTAGRAM (start with https://www.instagram.com/) https://www.instagram.com/melissawptaylor/

LINKEDIN (start with https://www.linkedin.com/) https://www.linkedin.com/in/melissawptaylor/

TWITTER (start with https://twitter.com/) https://twitter.com/MelissaWPTaylor

OTHER URL 1 (start with https://) https://www.electmelissataylor.com/wp-
content/uploads/elementor/thumbs/DSC_0020-1-scaled-
ph840td2wuka5b75dqs2zbgeeladhtbasz2si0yq1k-
pjjevwweb2fhdml22noub7rp38mubxg7swcr9wxlqw.jpg

Q17

URL to HEADSHOT (optional, used for promotion if
endorsed)

Use URL 1
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Q18

I have read and understand the instructions at the beginning of this questionnaire.

Full legal name Melissa Taylor

Date 5/10/2022

Q19

Yes / No Questions

Yes / No

/
Qualified

Have you ever been a member of another political party? No

Have you ever failed to pay any taxes, court-ordered judgements, or former campaign staff salaries? No

Have you or your staff ever been found in violation of a Federal Election Commission, Public Disclosure Commission,

Seattle Ethics and Elections Commission, or Judicial Conduct Commission regulation?
No

Does your campaign have a code of conduct for staff and volunteers?  If not, are you willing to implement one? Yes

If you have paid campaign staff, would you support them joining a labor union? Yes

Are you willing to have yourself, your staff, or your peers participate in cultural competency, implicit bias, and anti-racism

training?
Yes

Are you willing to have yourself, your staff and your peers participate in training to understand and combat sexual

harassment?
Yes

Do you support the rights of all works to organize, collectively bargain, and strike without fear of retaliation? Yes

Do you support the right of public workers - excluding military personnel - to bargain and strike? Yes

Q20

For any yes / no questions you answered "qualified"
please explain:

Respondent skipped this question

Page 6: ALL CANDIDATES: Yes / No Questions
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Q21

Please briefly describe your background (education, employment, community and civic activity, labor union affiliation
etc.)

I am a public school mom and small business owner here in the 46th District. I grew up in North Seattle and have three generations of 

family living here. I am the co-owner of Health Rosetta, which provides education, software, and services that help businesses provide 
better healthcare to their employees.

I got my Bachelor’s Degree in Economics from Rice University, and then my Masters of Business Administration at Columbia 

University and London Business School. I held a variety of different jobs in the business sector, both in the US and abroad, and had 
the opportunity to do international development work in East Timor, a country in SE Asia. Through these experiences, I learned about 

global policies and how, if implemented, they could benefit Washington State as well.

I am currently a PTA member for my child’s school, Jane Addams Middle School, and continue to be involved in local political 
organizations, including as the elected Treasurer of the King County Democrats, as a PCO and as a co-founder of Persist PAC.

Q22

Please describe your history of involvement (if any), in local, regional, and/or state politics with particular emphasis on
the last five years.

I began advocating in my community when a teachers’ strike at my kid’s elementary school made clear how the legislature had 
chronically underfunded Washington’s schools. I was determined to help reform the upside-down tax code responsible for that budget 

crunch, so I began volunteering to elect leaders who would ensure our kids get the high-quality education they deserve. 

I’ve helped raise hundreds of thousands of dollars for causes and knocked thousands of doors for candidates. I’ve also worked to build 
up institutions like Persist PAC, Emerge WA and King County Democrats to support dozens of progressive community leaders who 

stepped up to run for office. 

As a dedicated volunteer and a community organizer over the past several years, I have established relationships with elected officials 
at every level of government in order to support progressive legislation. I have been endorsed by over 40 elected officials and dozens 

of community leaders, including Senator Rebecca Saldaña, King County Councilmember Girmay Zahilay, Port Commissioner Toshiko 
Hasegawa, and Renton City Councilmember Carmen Rivera. For years, I’ve fought to level the playing field at the local level, and now 

I’m ready to take that fight to the state level.

Q23

Position sought

WA State Representative

Q24

I understand that I may be asked to update this
questionnaire in the future for the campaign to be
considered for endorsement.

Respondent skipped this question

Page 8: ALL CANDIDATES: Position-specific Questions
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Q25

Yes / No Questions for Federal candidates

Respondent skipped this question

Q26

For any yes / no questions you answered "qualified"
please explain:

Respondent skipped this question

Q27

Which elements of the Build Back Better Act do you think
are the most important for our country?  How would you
achieve their enactment?

Respondent skipped this question

Q28

What voting rights / election practices must be available for
all voters in all 50 states and what will you do to make sure
those are available to all voters by the time of the 2024
Presidential Election?

Respondent skipped this question

Q29

Climate change is an urgent environmental and
humanitarian crisis in the US and around the world. How
would you use your office to enact aggressive measures
to mitigate climate change (while ensuring climate justice)
through various policy areas (e.g. environmental,
transportation, land use, regulatory policy), and what
specific policies have you supported?

Respondent skipped this question

Q30

How have you worked (and how will you continue to work)
for broader and more equitable access to health care?

Respondent skipped this question

Q31

Yes / No Questions

Respondent skipped this question

Q32

For any yes / no questions you answered "qualified"
please explain:

Respondent skipped this question

Page 10: FEDERAL CANDIDATES: Position-specific questions
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Q33

We know that there has been a long-standing issue in WA
state with ballots of Black and Hispanic/Latine individuals
being rejected at a higher rate than White individuals. What
policies should be enacted to address this issue and other
barriers to voting equity for marginalized communities?

Respondent skipped this question

Q34

There are many ways to undermine elections, particularly
disinformation campaigns intended to sow distrust in
results. What do we need to do to make our voting
process more robust against any such actions?

Respondent skipped this question

Q35

What cybersecurity system improvements need to be
made to ensure that all of the information under the
purview of the Secretary of State is protected from data
breaches or similar threats?

Respondent skipped this question

Q36

As Secretary of State what specific steps would you take
to encourage voter registration and how much of a priority
would you assign to these efforts?

Respondent skipped this question

Page 12: WA STATE LEGISLATURE: Position-specific questions
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Q37

Yes / No Questions

Yes / No /

Qualified

Do you support raising the statewide minimum wage? Yes

Do you support increased state funding for Sound Transit and other regional transit authorities? Yes

Do you support protecting school curriculum and school library collections from censorship? Yes

Do you accept that there is systemic racial bias in our criminal justice system that urgently needs to be addressed? Yes

Do you support abolition of the death penalty in WA state? Yes

Would you support additional funds and resources being allocated to resettled immigrant and refugee populations to

provide equitable access to healthcare and social services? 
Yes

Do you support robust access to broadband Internet for all? Yes

Do you support reinstating the right to vote to those who are currently incarcerated for a felony, as is done in Vermont? Yes

Do you support charter schools or vouchers for private school education? No

Do you support legislation that would allow WA legislative staff to collectively bargain? Yes

Do you support legislation that would require municipal elections be held in even years, which is when there is higher

voter turnout?
Yes

Do you support legislation to repeal the advisory votes implemented by Tim Eyman, which are confusing, non-binding,

and contributing to voter fatigue?
Yes

Q38

For any yes / no questions you answered "qualified"
please explain:

Respondent skipped this question
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Q39

Many individuals in WA have limited access to healthcare. What steps should the legislature take to ensure that all WA
residents have meaningful and equitable access to the care and prescriptions they need for their health?

I believe that healthcare is a human right and I support a single-payer system. 

I will work to ensure access to affordable, high-quality healthcare for all Washingtonians as soon as possible. I will vote for bills that 
expand access to healthcare, promote culturally competent care, and lower the cost of accessing healthcare. 

 
The for-profit health system is an unmitigated disaster from both a human and financial perspective. I support publicly-owned and 

operated clinics, hospitals, and pharmacies that exist for the sole purpose of providing healthcare, not creating profits for wealthy 
corporations and their investors. 

 
The public provision of healthcare services should include and integrate dental, vision, and mental health – they are a part of the 

human body and they directly impact other conditions. 
 

I fully support a system which treats all reproductive health care, including abortions, as well as gender-affirming care, as part of the 
standard practice of care, and will oppose legislation that seeks to exempt them.

 
With the current rate of burnout among healthcare workers, I also support investing in retention of current workers through fair 

compensation and safe staffing as well as workforce development including recruitment, scholarships, and education.

Q40

Even with recent policies like the Clean Fuels Standard, we know that WA state is significantly behind on hitting its
carbon pollution goals for 2035. What climate action and environmental justice policies must the WA legislature adopt in
order to actually make progress against these goals and address the climate crisis with the urgency needed?

Climate change is here and impacting marginalized communities first and worst. A just climate transition can only be achieved if those 

most impacted, including BIPOC communities, populations in closest proximity to pollution, people with low incomes, and workers 
transitioning from carbon-intensive industries are centered in the design and implementation of climate policy. 

Every level of government should be required to develop action plans to provide protections for people impacted by smoke, extreme 

temperatures, drought, and floods events we are experiencing as a result of climate change.

I plan to hold corporate polluters accountable and enforce standards that continue to move us towards our climate goals.

We must design communities and build infrastructure that supports and encourages  carbon-reducing behavior. I will lead on legislation 
that invests in walkable communities, public transit, and  transportation alternatives that provide attractive alternatives to driving and 

oppose further highway expansion.  

I support improving existing passenger rail service to better support passengers and small businesses, while reducing the need for 
vehicle transportation, and electrifying all of our state fleets and offering incentives to other government agencies to do the same.
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Q41

What steps would you take to rebalance our tax code? Please explain the current system vs. your proposal as you
would to an average voter.

Our current tax code is regressive, meaning that you’re not only paying more because the ultra-wealthy aren’t paying their fair share, 

but you’re also not getting your money’s worth from public safety,  housing and education. We’re all paying the cost for our unfair 
system, and we deserve better.

While the capital gains tax is being contested in the courts, we must do everything possible to ensure that it prevails. I will support 

wealth tax legislation which would apply a 1% tax to all Washington residents whose worldwide wealth exceeds $1 billion. As written, 
the measure would raise about $2.5 billion a year, and would affect less than 100 people in Washington state. 

I also support a wealth tax, estate tax, and eliminating the cap on the Workforce Education Investment Account tax to make our 

system more fair.

This revenue would go a long way to providing sustainable funding for the things that are necessary to address the biggest problems 
we’re facing, like permanent supportive housing and behavioral health support that gets people off the street, public safety investments

that make us all safer, and building the  infrastructure necessary to meet our climate goals.

Q42

As Democrats, we strive to create a more just and equitable world for all, especially including those communities that
have been historically marginalized. How will you center equity in the process of developing legislation, particularly that
which impacts individuals unlike yourself?

As a white woman, I should not be centered in conversations about racial justice. It’s my responsibility to amplify the voices of those 

most impacted and to follow the lead of historically underrepresented folks. 

My goal is to level the playing field so everyone has a fair chance to thrive, regardless of race, national origin, ability, age, religion, 
sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression. Our institutions and policy to date have been fundamental in shaping unequal 

outcomes, and I therefore understand my responsibility to examine every decision I make through an equity lens to ensure that I’m not 
enabling further inequity. 

The racial, social, and economic inequalities that exist in our current system will continue to exist if we don’t pass laws using equity 

frameworks, while also including the community and impacted stakeholders in the process. I support equity impact assessments for 
all proposed legislation, to sunlight the impact of policy on everyone.

My priority is to ensure that a dignified life is available to everyone by investing in policies that support people and communities and 

prioritizing those who have historically been most excluded from accessing housing, healthcare, education, and employment.
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Q43

In your view, what legislative change(s) would be the MOST impactful at reducing housing instability and improving
affordability while avoiding gentrification in both your legislative district and across the state?

I support the passage of the Middle Housing Bill that creates additional middle housing near transit and in areas traditionally dedicated 

to single-family detached housing, which will enable progress on making housing affordable.

To accomplish the above while avoiding gentrification, I support using Housing Benefit Districts, as laid out in HB 1880 and SB 5861, 
or similar structures to acquire multi-unit properties and stabilize rent for existing residents. I will also prioritize providing financial 

assistance to current homeowners and tenants, while supporting existing locally-owned businesses through tax preferences, rent 
stabilization, and low-interest loans, and allocating funds for cultural projects to preserve a community’s history.

We are missing approximately 250,000 units of housing, and we need a statewide plan for how to close that gap as rapidly as possible,

including investments in social housing. The buildings being built now will be there for at least another 50 years and we need to ensure 
that they not only meet the current need, but our communities’ needs for the next half century.

Q44

Describe the progress of your campaign and campaign
goals. What is your plan to win? If you have received
endorsements, please list them here.

Respondent skipped this question

Q45

Ratings and Endorsements

Respondent skipped this question

Q46

Please describe your legal background and experience?
What pro bono work have you done in the last 5 years?
(please list)

Respondent skipped this question

Q47

What do you believe are the most important qualifications
and qualities for justices and judges? What is your
experience serving as a judge/justice, pro tem, or within
the judicial system and how will this inform your
perspective on the bench?

Respondent skipped this question

Q48

How would you further equity and access to justice for all
in the legal system? Provide specific examples of what
you have done or commit to doing to further this goal.

Respondent skipped this question

Page 13: WA STATE SUPREME COURT AND COURT OF APPEALS: Position-specific questions
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Q49

Judges are expected to fairly apply the law and perform all
duties without bias or prejudice. Please provide examples
when you have realized and self-checked your privilege
and/or bias or encouraged others to point out to you your
own implicit biases?

Respondent skipped this question

Q50

How do you balance the judicial principle of stare decisis,
or adherence to precedent, with a rapidly changing society
and advancements in racial, economic, social and climate
justice?

Respondent skipped this question

Q51

Describe the progress of your campaign and campaign
goals. What is your plan to win? If you have received
endorsements, please list them here.

Respondent skipped this question

Q52

Are there any changes you would make to the King
County Prosecuting Attorney’s (KCPAO) office? (please
provide examples of current practices and specific
changes, if any).

Respondent skipped this question

Q53

The KCPAO has helped implement a number of
alternatives to traditional prosecution and incarceration in
recent years. List those changes and how would you build
on this work?

Respondent skipped this question

Q54

The KCPAO publishes its filing and disposition standards
for the public to see how the office exercises its
prosecutorial discretion in criminal cases. How will you
ensure that the charging decisions and case resolutions
are equitable for Black, Indigenous, and communities of
color, marginalized, and vulnerable communities?

Respondent skipped this question

Q55

Under your leadership, how would the KCPAO’s pretrial
detention and/or bail policies and practices change, if at
all?

Respondent skipped this question

Page 14: KING COUNTY PROSECUTING ATTORNEY: Position-specific questions
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Q56

Under your leadership, what role would the KCPAO play in
addressing the housing, homelessness and mental health
crisis in King County?

Respondent skipped this question

Q57

Describe the progress of your campaign and campaign
goals. What is your plan to win? If you have received
endorsements, please list them here.

Respondent skipped this question

Q58

Ratings and Endorsements

Respondent skipped this question

Q59

Please describe your legal background and experience?
What pro bono work have you done in the last 5 years?
(please list)

Respondent skipped this question

Q60

What do you believe are the most important qualifications
and qualities for justices and judges? What is your
experience serving as a judge/justice, pro tem, or within
the judicial system and how will this inform your
perspective on the bench?

Respondent skipped this question

Q61

How would you further equity and access to justice for all
in the legal system? Provide specific examples of what
you have done or commit to doing to further this goal.

Respondent skipped this question

Q62

Judges are expected to fairly apply the law and perform all
duties without bias or prejudice. Please provide examples
when you have realized and self-checked your own
privilege and/or bias or encouraged others to point out to
you your own implicit biases?

Respondent skipped this question

Page 15: KING COUNTY AND MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURTS: Position-specific questions
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Q63

How would you address the disproportionate impact of
sentencing, punishment, and incarceration in the criminal
legal system on Black, Indigenous, and Communities of
Color, marginalized, and other vulnerable communities and
how would you work to address it? Please provide specific
examples (alternatives to incarceration, bail reform, etc.)

Respondent skipped this question

Q64

I, candidate, affirm that all the information provided in response to this questionnaire is true, complete and correct, to the
best of my ability, and that no relevant matter has been omitted.  (Use Prev and Next buttons to review.)

Candidate full name (as signature) Melissa Taylor

Date 5/10/2022

Q65

Information in this questionnaire was input by:

Candidate

Q66

(If information input by someone other than candidate) I
affirm that all responses were reviewed and approved by
the candidate.  (Use Prev and Next buttons to review.)

Respondent skipped this question

Q67

Share with King County Democrats (required if requesting
endorsement)

King County Democrats may post this questionnaire to
a password-protected folder for access by King County
Democrats Endorsements Committee members,
Executive Board, and anyone else required to be
eligible for endorsement by the King County Democrats.

Q68

Share with LD Dems and Young Dems Endorsement
Committee members (optional, may save time if your
campaign is seeking LD Dems and Young Dems
endorsements)

King County Democrats may share this questionnaire to
a password-protected folder for access by members of
the Endorsements Committees of Legislative District
(LD) Democratic organizations and Young Democrats
(YD) organizations.

Q69

Share with PCOs and/or Members (optional)

Democratic organizations overlapping the jurisdiction
of my campaign whose rules require sharing
questionnaire responses to Precinct Committee Officers
(PCOs) or Membership for a candidate to be eligible for
endorsement may share this questionnaire with those
groups.

Page 16: ALL CANDIDATES: Submit Questionnaire
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Q70

Share with Public (optional)

Democratic organizations overlapping the jurisdiction
of my campaign whose rules require sharing
questionnaire responses publicly may share this
questionnaire publicly.

Q71

Email PDF Copy

Please email a copy of my completed submission to the
campaign email address. I understand it may take 24-72
hours (or more) for my completed submission to be
emailed.


