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Candidate Introduction:

I am the daughter of immigrants from South America, Paraguay and have spent over 20 years fighting for social justice issues defending 
the rights of workers, students, women, immigrants and the poor to fight for their human rights. 
In college, I worked as a waitress. One day the manager handed out paychecks without our hourly pay. Guided by the values of my family, 
I organized everyone. We walked off the job and the next day, we all got paid. I found my voice as a community organizer for social and 
economic justice. 
After college I worked at Planned Parenthood as a counselor and translator, helping women access healthcare and services and then 
worked with the American Friends Service Committee supporting women organizing in the factories at the US/Mexico border.

When I was the assistant director at the Philadelphia Student Union, I supported and mentored dozens of brilliant young people who were 
organizing to make their schools safer without relying on suspensions and arrests. I saw the difference a teacher or a principal can 
make, someone in power who understands you and is willing to work with you and support you.

For almost nine years, as the Executive Director of Juntos, I worked alongside some of the most courageous Latinx immigrants in Philly, 
many of whom remind me of my very own family when we lived in South Philly. Together these families and I worked to build a 
movement of leaders poised to fight back against the criminalization of migrants, one that fights to keep our families together and to put 
an end to our city’s collaboration with ICE. It was through that work that I saw how a mayor, a governor, a president or a city council can 
keep a family together or rip them apart, can help free women and their children from detention centers or leave them to suffer, can force 
people into the shadows or welcome them into the light.

I am running for City Council because I believe Philadelphia deserves an elected leader who will fight for all of us. 

If elected to office I would prioritize securing additional funding for the public school system, changes to housing laws that would allow 
people to stay in their homes and address the issues of public safety from a perspective that allows for criminal justice reforms as well 
as supports and heals the survivors of violence. I will prioritize communities that have long been divested from and focus on policies 
that address their health concerns like pollution, growing asthma in our children, and better transportation options that are affordable for 
workers and students. 

And if elected to office I would be the first Latina to ever be a city council person at-large in the history of our city. 



ROADWAY SAFETY

For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

1 (a). Will you commit to reducing Philadelphia’s annual traffic deaths in half by 2026? 

1 (b). Do you support redesigning Philadelphia's most dangerous roadways if this means eliminating travel lanes for 
automobiles and parking spaces?

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues


Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

1 (c). Daylighting is a pedestrian safety measure achieved by replacing curb parking spaces near an intersection with 
flexible posts, planters, or bollards – increasing visibility for pedestrians and drivers. Do you support daylighting more 
intersections in Philadelphia if this means removing parking spaces? 

2. Will you support a ballot measure to establish a PHL Department of Transportation, combining the transportation division
of the Streets Department with the Office of Transportation, Infrastructure, and Sustainability (oTIS)?

3. After two terms in office, the Kenney Administration will have built 30 miles of protected bicycle lanes. Will you support
an expansion of Philadelphia’s network of protected bicycle lanes by an additional 30 miles by 2028?

4 (a). The pilot speed camera program on Roosevelt Blvd has changed driver behavior, improved safety, and saved lives. Do 
you support making the speed cameras on Roosevelt Blvd permanent?



Yes

No

Other:

I worked for sometime with the day laborers on Adams and Roosevelt Blvd and know very well the dangers of the Blvd. I lost friends to 
car accidents there too. I stand very much in agreement in making roads like the Blvd. safer and also in expanding bike lanes as 
someone who has worked closely with migrants who rely on the bike lanes to not just get to and from work but for many who work in the 
delivery business use their bikes to make money. One of my youth mentees in Juntos is now an advocate in the Bicycle Coalition for this 
very reason.

ROADWAY SAFETY
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Long Response:

I would make a commitment to redesigning some of the most dangerous roadways in the city and commit to investing more resources in 
Vision Zero projects like the Bicycle Coalition. Too often making our streets safer is framed as a culture war between wealthy cyclists 
and everyone else. As the former Executive Director of Juntos, a Latino immigrant rights organization in South Philadelphia, I know how 
untrue this framework is. Working people rely heavily on bicycles, walking and public transit to get to work while saving money. As a 
council person I will center street safety as an essential issue. All people deserve to travel the streets safely and free of fear. 

I believe the city needs a cultural, political and infrastructure shift that makes our streets safer and easier to navigate. Blocking 
crosswalks is unsafe, so as a member of City Council, I will use my position to advocate for drivers to change their behavior and support 
public awareness campaigns. 

4 (b). Do you support expanding speed camera enforcement to more high-crash corridors across Philadelphia? 

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:

5. Despite the city taking a Vision Zero pledge to reduce traffic deaths to zero by 2030, more than 120 people died on city 
streets in 2022. What will you do to significantly lower the rates of traffic deaths in Philadelphia?

6. Many curb cuts, crosswalks, bus stops, and sidewalks across Philadelphia are routinely blocked by illegally-parked 
vehicles. How will you address this specific problem?

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues


As someone who remembers running to the bus many times in my life with my younger siblings or family members I know how bad the 
conditions of our sidewalks are. And as a homeowner who is responsible for the sidewalks in front of my home I know how hard it is for 
me to stay on top of keeping it safe, it’s expensive and time consuming to maintain. But for some of my neighbors it can be an even 
harder struggle to maintain. I think the city should take more responsibility for caring for our sidewalks, even the ones in front of the 
homes of those who are most struggling in our city to make those repairs. I would advocate as a city councilperson for a full report 
internally to make the argument for a master plan and process for sidewalk repairs that includes a budget to make moves towards 
making this a priority for the city as well as develop a strategy for how to fund an initiative like this one. 

PUBLIC SPACE

For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

TRANSIT

Yes

No

Other:

7. What is your plan to ensure the city’s sidewalks are safe and usable for all pedestrians, including people with disabilities 
and families with strollers?

1. Will you support an expansion of the current municipal street sweeping program, even if it means non-compliant 
motorists may receive parking violations or have their vehicles towed?

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues


Yes

No

Other:

PUBLIC SPACE
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Long Response:

As I mentioned above I see the direct link between the trees in our neighborhoods and health. Those who have less trees in their 
neighborhoods have higher cases of pollution and asthma than those who have more. My office would work directly with these 
communities and place based organizations advocating for more urban gardens to make the greening of vacant lots a priority in the city, 
work to repair more abandoned homes with local groups working to develop their neighborhoods with an eye towards preventing 
displacement and as someone who has planted her own trees in her yard work to ensure we resource programs that allow for other 
homes in the city by supporting the Philly Tree Plan. 

I am a firm believer in having public trash cans in EVERY neighborhood. Where I live in the North West section of the city on one side of 
my block is Germantown and the other side is Mt. Airy. The Mt. Airy side has public trash cans while the Germantown side does not. I 
have a serious problem with this. I would use my platform as a city councilperson to ensure this kind of disparity does not exist and push 
to expand street sweeping to more neighborhoods, work to expand public trash bins to every neighborhood and step up the enforcement 
of illegal dumping along with supporting a public education campaign on the issues mentioned. 

2. Do you support easing regulations on outdoor dining streeteries and facilitating more parklets and pedestrian plazas 
even if this means eliminating space for parking?

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:

3. Place-based interventions like greening vacant lots, repairing abandoned homes, and planting street trees in Philadelphia 
is linked to a reduction in violent crime, a decrease in illegal dumping, and lower rates of depression among residents. How 
will your office work to accomplish these place-based interventions in historically-disinvested neighborhoods?

4. Philadelphia’s public spaces suffer from two main types of improper waste disposal: littering and illegal dumping. For 
decades, the City’s reduction and removal efforts have been woefully inadequate. What would you do to solve this issue?

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues


All of these facilities and services are important to keep open and staff and should be a priority for our city, in particular as we are facing 
a public safety crisis in Philly. As someone who has spent decades working with young people I know how important it is to fully fund our 
public education system to include programs like arts and sport to keep young people engaged and off the streets but these institutions 
serve as important supplements to those after school programs and provide jobs for many families in our city. I would commit to 
working on funding libraries, keeping pools open and extending the hours of our rec centers by fighting for more resources to be 
allocated and to make sure all of us who are invested in combating gun violence and addressing public safety see this as a priority as 
well. 

TRANSPORTATION & TRANSIT

For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

Yes

No

Other:

5. The city has struggled to staff and adequately fund city services, which has resulted in reduced hours at libraries, pools, 
and recreation centers. How would you ensure consistent and convenient hours for these facilities?

1. Do you support the City of Philadelphia enrolling all municipal employees into the SEPTA Key Advantage program?

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues


Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:
I would need to think some about this with the leadership of 5th Square because my initial reaction would be what would this mean
for people who don't live in those districts but need to go to work and where public transit may be difficult for them (outside of cost)
This to me is more about accessibility.

Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

2. Do you support the City establishing a fare discount program for low-income riders? 

3. Do you support congestion pricing - a toll for vehicles entering Center City and University City during peak travel times - 
with funding used for improving public transportation?   

4. Do you support increasing the cost of monthly residential parking permits and using the funds for improving public 
transportation?  

5 (a). Do you support expanding bus-only lanes throughout Philadelphia, even if this means removing a lane of travel for 
personal vehicles or parking? 



Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

5 (b). Do you support using camera technology to enforce bus-only lanes and bus stops by ticketing violators? 

6. Will you advocate for increasing local transit funding to SEPTA? 

7. Do you support a subway/metro line for Roosevelt Blvd? 

8. The City of Denver launched a popular e-bike rebate program in an effort to reduce vehicle miles traveled. The rebate 
program offered $1,200 for income-qualified residents and $400 for everyone else for e-bike purchases. Do you support a 
similar program here in Philadelphia? 



Yes

No

Other:

TRANSPORTATION & TRANSIT
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Long Response:

I am in full support of looking into options that can address our traffic issues in the city. I think we can start by expanding the use of 
micro-mobility and access through a bike and scooter share program, expand access to rail lines into the city by making it more 
affordable for those trying to access other parts of the city and I would support an e-bike rebate program in the city. 

Philadelphia’s bus system needs an overhaul that modernizes the system and promotes equity. I believe city council should be 
advocating for a more efficient system that improves the lives of those most impacted by poverty and disinvestment. I support making 
SEPTA a more appealing option than cars by capping daily/weekly/monthly fares, eliminating transfer fees, free rides for children under 
the age of 18 and bringing the regional rail system’s prices and frequency inline with the rest of the system.  As city council member I will 
create opportunities for community input. The challenge will be balancing individual community needs while maintaining a 
citywide/system-wide view. 

PERSONAL TRAVEL HABITS

9. Do you support micro-mobility initiatives such as scooter share programs for Philadelphia?

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:

10. What are your ideas for combating Philadelphia’s problem with traffic congestion?

11. What are your solutions to ensure SEPTA rebuilds its ridership post-pandemic?

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues


Never

Yearly

Monthly

Weekly

Daily

Never

Yearly

Monthly

Weekly

Daily

Never

Yearly

Monthly

Weekly

Daily

Yes

No

Other:

1. How often do you ride a bicycle for transportation in the city?

2. How often do you ride public transportation in the city?

3. How often do you travel by car in the city?

4. Will you commit to taking public transportation at least one week of each year while in office?



I have used both public transit and my car to travel to and from work in the past, including the regional rail system and trolley's. Since the 
pandemic hit most of my work has been based from home so I don't generally move my car but a couple of times per week. And if I need 
to pick up groceries in an emergency I generally go to the local corner store and walk. But I will say there are limited options within 
walking distance for me for healthy foods in my neighborhood and public transit has gotten harder for me to use as I have gotten older 
due to health issues but I am committed to using public transit as much as possible.

HOUSING & LAND USE

For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

Yes

No

Other:
I am not sure this is something that affects people the same everywhere. For example, in the Northwest and Northeast sections of the
city there are less options for public transit so while we transition into building up Septa's budget and other forms of transit in these
neighborhoods I know many people still want their parking spots, especially since many developers are now building massive
apartment complexes in some of our neighborhoods with no parking attached. This has been leaving many of the working class
neighbors searching for spots blocks away from their homes. I am open to discussing how as a city council person we can address
both the issues of public transit and parking along with over-development in our neighborhoods and gentrification.

5. How do you typically commute to work? Describe your experience traveling in Philadelphia and what you would do to 
improve it.

1. Do you support eliminating minimum parking requirements for all of Philadelphia’s zoning categories? 

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues


Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other: Yes, but not at the expense of the people who have worked and built our city for decades.

2. Will you veto or vote against downzoning overlays? 

3. Do you support legalizing Single-Room Occupancy dwellings (SROs) in all multifamily and commercial zoning districts 
across Philadelphia? 

4. Will you support designating Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) overlays city-wide, allowing increased commercial and 
residential zoning density near all rail transit stations in Philadelphia? 

5. Should our city government encourage the growth of Philadelphia’s population back to 2 million residents? 



Yes

No

Other:

HOUSING & LAND USE
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Long Response:

I strongly believe in supporting small landlords in our city to get the support they need to be equitable and just landlord as a way to curb 
the mass development happening in parts of the city that is pushing out long standing residents. Some need the income to keep their 
homes. So I am a strong supporter of allowing Single Room Occupancies and Accessory Dwelling Units, pushing developers to include a 
high percentage of affordable units in their development projects and expanding the Housing Trust Fund, especially in increasing 
resources to the Basic Systems Repair Program. In 2022 I led the work at Better PA, a statewide non-profit, to expand the PA property tax 
rebate program for seniors at the state level and am proud to have helped many seniors across PA to get the resources they need to stay 
in their homes. I am a huge supporter of programs like this as well. 

When I ran for city council in 2019 I was one of the first candidates to push for rent stabilization programs which led to the existing 
eviction diversion mediation program becoming a priority for the city. I would aim to make that program permanent and increase funding 
for legal services to expand the right to counsel. I would also support  using the whole home repair funding to support small landlords to 
repair rental homes in exchange for a commitment to a capped annual rent increase over the course of several years. 

6. Should our zoning allow for denser housing in high-income, high-amenity neighborhoods to accommodate more
residents? 

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:

7. The affordability crisis hits renters harder than owners. Philadelphia Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC)
estimates the city needs about 70,000 affordable rental units to meet demand. How will you address this affordable
housing shortage?

8. Record low housing supply has pushed up home prices, closing off the possibility of home ownership to many first-time
homebuyers. The median home value in the Philadelphia metropolitan area has reached $320,000, increasing $100,000 
from 5 years ago. How can we keep neighborhoods affordable and sustainable as Philadelphia sees more growth and 
development?

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues


I believe we must support the people who have built our city by ensuring they can stay in the homes they have built and also address 
some of the current issues we all face in the city to make people want to stay. In particular I believe we must address our trash problem 
through ensuring all of our communities feel that their neighborhoods matter when it comes to helping them to keep it clean. I also 
believe strongly in development that is for the people who live here, rent stabilization, supporting small landlords, many who are people 
of color and are working class, to keep their homes and cap their increases. I firmly believe in expanding access to public transit into 
many of our neighborhoods who have weak infrastructure for public transit and am a firm believer in urban gardens, more trees and a 
community based approach to pollution and healthy access to food. If we can begin to address these things I think we will make strides 
in having many of our families not just stay in our cities but to thrive. 

CLOSING STATEMENT

I believe 5th Square would benefit greatly by having someone like me in council and inside City Hall. I have been an advocate for some of 
the same issues you have been from the perspective of my community and my neighborhood. As a Latina and daughter of immigrants I 
can see the issues we want to prioritize from a different vantage point and can come to the table advocating for what we all want, a city 
that serves all of us and prioritizes the environment, its workers, young people and our families. But can also bring a missing perspective 
sometimes in the conversation. I believe I am the right person to advance the urbanist movement's goals at the local level politically 
because we care about the same issues and I have a history of advocating for issues and winning them as an experienced fighter for the 
people.

9. Philadelphia faces some serious headwinds from more residents and businesses considering leaving the city for the
suburbs, more than at any point in the last two decades. What do you think must happen to ensure the region’s economic 
recovery after the COVID-19 pandemic comes out in urban-Philadelphia’s favor?

Tell us more about what you bring to the table as an ally for urbanist politics in City Hall. Why should 5th Square endorse 
you over other candidates running for your position? What makes you the right person to advance the urbanist movement’s 
goals politically at the local level? 
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