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Candidate Introduction:

My name is Amanda McIllmurray. I’m running for City Council At-Large to win good jobs, safe schools, affordable housing and holistic 
approaches to community safety for all our neighbors. 

As an organizer, I’ve fought to give working people a say in what happens in our communities. I co-founded Reclaim Philadelphia to put 
political power into the hands of our neighbors. I ran the campaigns of Senator Nikil Saval and Representative Elizabeth Fiedler because 
with organizers in office we see different priorities and better outcomes for all of us. 

I’m a lifelong Philadelphian, working class queer woman, and the daughter of union members. When elected, I’ll be the first openly queer 
Council Member ever and the youngest member of council. I want to represent Philadelphians on City Council to make our city work 
better for working people and because not only do I have the organizing chops to do it, I have the life experience and understand directly 
what Philadelphians live through. 

I grew up in the Northeast in a labor family and joined my family on picket lines. I’ve carried this labor activism into my organizing. I was 
arrested alongside UNITEHere while fighting for healthcare for workers at the Philadelphia International Airport. I experienced the stark 
contrast between the city’s response to George Floyd’s murder and their response to white supremacists who attacked her, her partner 
and her friends at Marconi Plaza. In the aftermath of those attacks, I served on the Controller’s Community Advisory and Accountability 
Council, a coalition of community and nonprofit leaders and business owners that advised and supported the Office’s independent 
review of the City of Philadelphia’s response to the uprisings after George Floyd’s murder. I have experience bridging communities and 
finding solutions to our most difficult problems. 

I was taught the meaning of solidarity early. My dad was a truck driver and member of the Teamsters Local 830. My mom was a cafeteria 
worker in our neighborhood school and a member of UniteHere Local 623. During the Corbett administration’s inhumane budget cuts 
UniteHere, parents, teachers and school staff led a hunger strike and saved 1200 jobs — including my mom’s job. They were fighting for 
me before they even knew her. Now, it’s my responsibility and opportunity to continue fighting for people I don’t know yet. 

Our city is facing serious challenges: an overdose crisis, skyrocketing housing prices, a gun violence epidemic, a never ending pandemic 
and we’re all working more jobs than ever while making less money than ever. But with great challenges come great opportunities. As we 
continue to recover from the pandemic, I’m stepping up to address the challenges and will work to invest in our communities and fight 
for affordable housing, tackle gun violence, keep our libraries, parks and recs open nights and weekends and support workers in every 
industry. 



ROADWAY SAFETY

For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

1 (a). Will you commit to reducing Philadelphia’s annual traffic deaths in half by 2026? 

1 (b). Do you support redesigning Philadelphia's most dangerous roadways if this means eliminating travel lanes for 
automobiles and parking spaces?

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues


Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

1 (c). Daylighting is a pedestrian safety measure achieved by replacing curb parking spaces near an intersection with 
flexible posts, planters, or bollards – increasing visibility for pedestrians and drivers. Do you support daylighting more 
intersections in Philadelphia if this means removing parking spaces? 

2. Will you support a ballot measure to establish a PHL Department of Transportation, combining the transportation division
of the Streets Department with the Office of Transportation, Infrastructure, and Sustainability (oTIS)?

3. After two terms in office, the Kenney Administration will have built 30 miles of protected bicycle lanes. Will you support
an expansion of Philadelphia’s network of protected bicycle lanes by an additional 30 miles by 2028?

4 (a). The pilot speed camera program on Roosevelt Blvd has changed driver behavior, improved safety, and saved lives. Do 
you support making the speed cameras on Roosevelt Blvd permanent?



Yes

No

Other:

ROADWAY SAFETY
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Long Response:

A core component of my platform is investing in neighborhoods and communities. This includes investment in transit infrastructure. 

Whether to commute to our jobs, visit a loved one, head to the store to buy groceries, or just step outside to talk to our neighbors, we rely 
on safe, well-maintained, and accessible sidewalks, roads, bridges, airports, and railways. When we invest in transit, we make it possible 
for people to more easily navigate our city. Traveling throughout the city and region can be exhausting, complicated, and dangerous due 
to constant maintenance issues from a lack of funding, concerns about safety on public transit, and a substantial increase in the number 
of traffic deaths on our roads, traffic deaths which disproportionately impact low-income communities of color. 
 
All members of our communities deserve to safely travel throughout our city with dignity and respect. We must fight for well-maintained 
roads, sidewalks and bike lanes, reliable and convenient buses, trolleys, and trains, and a transportation system that is safe, accessible, 
and equitable for everybody. The city should commit itself to building out the Roosevelt Boulevard subway, which, combined with the 
right incentives for transit-oriented development, would be transformational for northeast Philadelphia and the city as a whole.

I would call on the Streets Department to day light intersections, with a focus on the routes that kids take to school and seniors use to 
access neighborhood amenities. 

4 (b). Do you support expanding speed camera enforcement to more high-crash corridors across Philadelphia? 

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:

5. Despite the city taking a Vision Zero pledge to reduce traffic deaths to zero by 2030, more than 120 people died on city 
streets in 2022. What will you do to significantly lower the rates of traffic deaths in Philadelphia?

6. Many curb cuts, crosswalks, bus stops, and sidewalks across Philadelphia are routinely blocked by illegally-parked 
vehicles. How will you address this specific problem?

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues


I would hold the Streets Department accountable for actually enforcing the 2017 requirement that construction projects provide safe 
passage for pedestrians and further increase the fees for projects that don’t provide pedestrian access. Many low income Philadelphia 
home owners simply can’t afford to repair their sidewalks. For middle class Philadelphians it can feel like a hard to justify expense. I 
would propose creating two programs to address the sidewalk quality issue. First — an income qualified grant program that prioritized  
routes that kids take to school and seniors use to access neighborhood amenities.  Second — a no interest loan program like the Water 
Department’s Homeowner Emergency Loan Program for sidewalks. This can be funded in part by fining negligent developers who 
destroy our roads and sidewalks and don’t appropriately repair them.

PUBLIC SPACE

For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

TRANSIT

Yes

No

Other:

7. What is your plan to ensure the city’s sidewalks are safe and usable for all pedestrians, including people with disabilities
and families with strollers?

1. Will you support an expansion of the current municipal street sweeping program, even if it means non-compliant
motorists may receive parking violations or have their vehicles towed?

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues


Yes

No

Other:

PUBLIC SPACE
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Long Response:

We must invest in community approaches to safety that work, by addressing the root causes of violence: poverty. This means investing 
in our public schools, parks, rec centers, and libraries to make our neighborhoods safer. It means investing in recovering our tree canopy. 
It means cleaning up our neighborhoods by not just abating trash but also investing in prevention, enforcement and education. All of this 
will give our youth places to spend time after school, and to make our blocks more beautiful. 

There are numerous studies that have shown the benefits of place-based interventions. A recent study by University of Pennsylvania 
showed that simply by replacing windows and doors on vacant/abandoned homes instead of just boarding them up, crime was 
decreased reinforces that one of the best ways to create safe communities is to invest in them. 

We must also focus efforts on the highest risk individuals and neighborhoods — we need to recruit our neighbors as trusted messengers 
to directly intervene in violence before, during and after. We should expand and deploy mental health and mobile crisis units. 

I take guidance from Waste Free Philly on this. They’ve established a 5 Point Plan to make Philly clean and waste free. The Mayor’s Office 
MUST recommit to the Zero Waste and Litter Action Plan. Currently, the majority of our budget around cleaning Philly goes to abatement. 
We must also invest in prevention, enforcement, and education. If we only clean up the mess without preventing dumping and littering 
we’re left with a never ending cycle. That means investing in proper and well-funded waste disposal efforts across the city. Every single 
neighborhood should have funding for street cleaning, and we should have public trash receptacles across the city and especially 
throughout business corridors.  We must also look at this issue not only as a method of beautifying our neighborhood, but also as a 
community safety initiative. 

2. Do you support easing regulations on outdoor dining streeteries and facilitating more parklets and pedestrian plazas 
even if this means eliminating space for parking?

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:

3. Place-based interventions like greening vacant lots, repairing abandoned homes, and planting street trees in Philadelphia 
is linked to a reduction in violent crime, a decrease in illegal dumping, and lower rates of depression among residents. How 
will your office work to accomplish these place-based interventions in historically-disinvested neighborhoods?

4. Philadelphia’s public spaces suffer from two main types of improper waste disposal: littering and illegal dumping. For 
decades, the City’s reduction and removal efforts have been woefully inadequate. What would you do to solve this issue?

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues


We need unprecedented public investment to ensure that Philadelphia remains a place where its residents can live, learn, work, and play 
safely and joyfully. Philadelphia benefits from a network of parks, libraries, rec centers, and sanitation infrastructure that were once the 
envy of the world.  However, generations of disinvestment have left many of these key public services and institutions in desperate 
condition, some even turning to privatization. All these needs are compounded by increasing extreme weather — especially increased 
extreme heat.  
 
Reinvesting in public services and public places will not only make our neighborhoods safer and more beautiful, but will also fuel 
economic advancement for Philadelphians that have been left out of the city’s primary economy of universities and medical centers.  I 
support significantly shifting the operations budget for key city departments to ensure that both new hires and existing employees have 
access to family-sustaining wages and safe working conditions that are protected by our City’s public service unions. There are too many 
jobs that need to be done for our city to leave Philadelphia’s most precious resource (Philadelphians themselves) sitting on the sidelines. 
There are too many of the workers that are already doing those jobs do so without the pay, support, and safety that they deserve. 
 
Growing up, I experienced all the joys of the city’s robust network of parks, recreation centers and libraries— playing youth sports, diving 
the depths of books shelves, and mentoring youth as an umpire. These experiences were foundational in creating the person I am today 
and I want every young person to have those same opportunities. 
 
I’lll fight for well-funded, and accessible public services — because we deserve it AND because it’s effective at preventing violence. We’re 
told these services are “free” when in reality we pay taxes to fund them. It’s time we get a return on our investment. I’ll work to make sure 
wealthy institutions like Comcast and Penn finally pay their fair share so we don’t have to keep carrying their load. We should also fine 
negligent developers who dig up our streets and don't properly patch them in order to fund the Department of Licenses & Inspections and 
street cleaning across the city.

TRANSPORTATION & TRANSIT

For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

5. The city has struggled to staff and adequately fund city services, which has resulted in reduced hours at libraries, pools, 
and recreation centers. How would you ensure consistent and convenient hours for these facilities?

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues


Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other: I would want to study this policy among other funding options.

Yes

No

Other:

1. Do you support the City of Philadelphia enrolling all municipal employees into the SEPTA Key Advantage program?

2. Do you support the City establishing a fare discount program for low-income riders? 

3. Do you support congestion pricing - a toll for vehicles entering Center City and University City during peak travel times - 
with funding used for improving public transportation?   

4. Do you support increasing the cost of monthly residential parking permits and using the funds for improving public 
transportation?  



Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other: Let's discuss - I wouldn't support an expansion of surveillance which has been used to expand the carceral system.

Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

5 (a). Do you support expanding bus-only lanes throughout Philadelphia, even if this means removing a lane of travel for 
personal vehicles or parking? 

5 (b). Do you support using camera technology to enforce bus-only lanes and bus stops by ticketing violators? 

6. Will you advocate for increasing local transit funding to SEPTA? 

7. Do you support a subway/metro line for Roosevelt Blvd? 



Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

To expand on #2: Dozens of cities across the country have enacted fareless public transit options. Instead of paying for key card 
machines and maintenance, enforcement when someone is unable to pay a fare, and tracking, by creating a fareless transportation 
system we can save money and increase ridership. In 2023 fare will account for less than 20% of operating expenses. Shifting to a 
fareless system would decrease costs. I wholeheartedly support a fare discount program for low-income riders, however I would go 
further than that to push for SEPTA to be fareless.

TRANSPORTATION & TRANSIT
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Long Response:

Currently, Philadelphia is a city that incentivizes car use. Bike lanes are scarce, and often unprotected or incomplete which discourages 
usage and often makes it dangerous to bike in many parts of the city. Access to public transportation is entirely dependent on where you 
live and bus and trolley routes are unreliable. We can and should invest in our city’s public transportation, sidewalks and bike lanes. We 
can combat traffic congestion while simultaneously increasing SEPTA ridership and decreasing traffic deaths. We can do this by 
expanding the creation of bike lanes across the city and implementing more indego bike stations across the city. Furthermore, we must 
create bus-only lanes, increase the frequency and number of bus routes across the city and make SEPTA more affordable.

8. The City of Denver launched a popular e-bike rebate program in an effort to reduce vehicle miles traveled. The rebate 
program offered $1,200 for income-qualified residents and $400 for everyone else for e-bike purchases. Do you support a 
similar program here in Philadelphia? 

9. Do you support micro-mobility initiatives such as scooter share programs for Philadelphia?

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:

10. What are your ideas for combating Philadelphia’s problem with traffic congestion?

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues


We must make using public transportation the most accessible and common sense option for Philadelphians. We must put more public 
transit vehicles on the streets and tracks to increase frequency and efficiency of SEPTA service. This will in turn put more union drivers 
to work, provide more Philadelphians with a reliable, low-carbon option for our commutes and connect our communities across the city 
while making it easier to navigate our city without a car. 

PERSONAL TRAVEL HABITS

Never

Yearly

Monthly

Weekly

Daily

Never

Yearly

Monthly

Weekly

Daily

11. What are your solutions to ensure SEPTA rebuilds its ridership post-pandemic?

1. How often do you ride a bicycle for transportation in the city?

2. How often do you ride public transportation in the city?



Never

Yearly

Monthly

Weekly

Daily

Yes

No

Other:

For much of my life, I haven’t owned a car and I currently don’t have a car. ,I’ve relied on SEPTA  to travel.I traveled across the city from 
Northeast Philadelphia to Olney to go to high school. I took three buses to get to school and it took me an average of an hour each way. I 
currently live in South Philly within a ten minute walk of the Oregon BSL stop, and most often travel on the Broad Street Line or take a bus 
to get from place to place. Living on the subway line is life-changing; for many people that I know who live in other parts of the city (most 
notably, the Northeast where I grew up), public transportation is much more scarce and unreliable. Access to efficient public 
transportation should not be determined by the neighborhood that you live in. In neighborhoods where building a subway line is not 
currently possible, we should expand and invest in bus lines. Every single neighborhood in Philadelphia should have regular, reliable and 
efficient forms of public transportation.

3. How often do you travel by car in the city?

4. Will you commit to taking public transportation at least one week of each year while in office?

5. How do you typically commute to work? Describe your experience traveling in Philadelphia and what you would do to
improve it.



HOUSING & LAND USE

For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

Yes

No

Other: This needs to happen concurrently with robust investments in public transit.

Yes

No

Other:
I lean towards yes in most scenarios but would want to take into account the character of the neighborhood and the needs of the
community.

1. Do you support eliminating minimum parking requirements for all of Philadelphia’s zoning categories? 

2. Will you veto or vote against downzoning overlays? 

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues


Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

Yes

No

Other:

3. Do you support legalizing Single-Room Occupancy dwellings (SROs) in all multifamily and commercial zoning districts 
across Philadelphia? 

4. Will you support designating Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) overlays city-wide, allowing increased commercial and 
residential zoning density near all rail transit stations in Philadelphia? 

5. Should our city government encourage the growth of Philadelphia’s population back to 2 million residents? 

6. Should our zoning allow for denser housing in high-income, high-amenity neighborhoods to accommodate more 
residents? 

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:



HOUSING & LAND USE
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Long Response:

We must make sure every resident of our city has a safe, stable home.
 
In middle school, my family was evicted because our landlord hiked up our rent during early Fishtown gentrification. We bounced around 
a lot and it put us in chaos. years later, my parents finally were able to buy their own home in Frankford – only because my dad became a 
Teamsters truck driver. It was life changing for us and that home is still in my family now. 

Unfortunately 6 years ago, my dad suffered a brain injury. He hasn’t been able to work since and he lost his union job. Our family home is 
crumbling because he can’t afford to maintain it. The story of my family is not unique. It’s the story of so many of us. My dad apply for 
Senator Saval’s Whole Homes to get funds to make his home safe for him, my siblings and my new 4 month old niece. 

Philadelphia has an affordable housing problem. But it’s a problem that can be solved with creative and visionary legislation like Whole 
Homes Repair. As City Councilmember, I’ll fight to make sure every Philadelphian can buy a home and keep that home in their family for 
generations. I’ll fight alongside all of you to pass rent control so our neighbors can’t be kicked out because a landlord decides to double 
the rent. I’ll fight alongside all of you to tie that with Right to Counsel and Just Cause eviction and to fully fund L&I so corporate out of 
town developers can’t just slap up these Lego houses and collapse our neighbors.  

In the first months of the COVID-19 pandemic, Philadelphia embarked on an experiment that many had once thought unimaginable: a 
near-total ban on evictions. Then Philadelphia implemented protections like the eviction diversion program and rental assistance. We can 
have a better system, that lessens the harm of evictions which are disproportionately filed against Black and Brown Philadelphians, and 
keeps people housed.  We need  policies that protect renters, make it easier to buy a home, maintain our homes and stay in our homes, 
policies that fight back and prevent displacement caused by developers.

Ideally, we’d have a robust federal investment in affordable housing, like has happened in the past. But in recent decades, the federal 
government has divested from this so we must figure out local solutions. In order to increase density, developers can include a set 
amount of affordable units or, if a developer wants to get out of their affordability requirement, they pay into the Housing Trust Fund 
which ends up being far less than it’d cost to build affordable units. This has often served as a way for developers to exploit the benefits 
of increasing density while sidestepping the need for affordable housing to increase profits. But that fee should be tied to the cost of 
building affordable units and they should have to pay at least the same amount. 

As City Councilmember, I’ll fight for:

A cap on rent and limits on rent increases
Tenants’ rights to organize at their properties by dedicating resources to supporting tenants’ unions and allow tenants to sue slumlords 
for damages and legal fees who leave their properties unfit for human habitation
Increase funding for the Department of License and Inspection, so that it can proactively inspect rental units, new construction and 
rehabs to ensure all units are livable and safe
Expand Right to Counsel and Good Cause Eviction to the whole city,
Establish a fee on the practice of “flipping houses,” with funds raised going toward preserving and expanding affordable, accessible 
houses and green space in gentrifying neighborhoods.  

7. The affordability crisis hits renters harder than owners. Philadelphia Local Initiatives Support Corporation (LISC)
estimates the city needs about 70,000 affordable rental units to meet demand. How will you address this affordable
housing shortage?

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues


 Homeownership is one of the best ways to build community wealth. So many  are denied access to homeownership simply because they 
can’t afford closing costs or their credit score prevents them from getting a loan — and we’re all impacted regardless of race but as with 
everything else in this racist world Black Philadelphians are hit the hardest.
I will fight to ensure that every Philadelphian has affordable and safe housing. We must fully staff the office of Licensing and Inspection 
to ensure that new development is built with union labor and make sure that every home is safe to live in. The right to affordable and 
stable housing also means preventing unjust evictions–that’s why I’ll work to build on the past work of City Councilmembers and expand 
the Right to Counsel in eviction court.

I would also seek to limit Councilmanic prerogative, and create more opportunities for communities themselves to have a say in how 
land is controlled. The Philadelphia Coalition for Affordable Communities has crafted a vision for what community control of land looks 
like. 

Philadelphia is home to thousands of vacant buildings and parcels of vacant land. We must expand the use of the Land Bank. 
Establishing Community Land Trusts which establish permanent affordability and community control over land is a realistic and viable 
solution that can be accomplished. We must first create pathways towards community input, instead of giving complete power and 
authority to elected leaders themselves.

8. Record low housing supply has pushed up home prices, closing off the possibility of home ownership to many first-time
homebuyers. The median home value in the Philadelphia metropolitan area has reached $320,000, increasing $100,000 
from 5 years ago. How can we keep neighborhoods affordable and sustainable as Philadelphia sees more growth and 
development?



Philadelphia is a city that can easily house 2,000,000 people. We’re already gaining population from immigrants moving here, will 
continue to do so and should continue to aim to be a desirable place for people from all over the country and the world to move. 
Population size doesn’t always equate to a high quality of life but declining populations often indicate that something is going awry. 

The things we should prioritize both will make Philadelphia a better, safer, more equitable place to live and will grow our population 
because people will want to move here and be able to afford to stay here. 

First, we should raise the wages of people who are already here and struggling to get by but there are so many ways we can create 
unionized, good paying jobs. We should make Philly the home of a new green economy. We can remediate and develop brownfield sites, 
such as the former PES oil refinery, to become the site for renewable energy generation, battery storage, and the like. We can and should 
electrify our buildings and homes. We should invest in public transit to ensure residents can travel freely and easily. We should invest in 
building affordable, accessible and safe housing for people at every income level so people can afford to move AND stay here with some 
money left over after their rent or mortgage is due. We must invest in public spaces like parks, recreation centers and libraries to give our 
residents places to gather, build relationships and have fun. We must ensure our schools are well funded, safe, and provide high quality 
learning conditions for students and working conditions for educators and staff so people feel not just comfortable but excited about 
sending children to our schools. 

Whether to commute to our jobs, visit a loved one, head to the store to buy groceries, or just step outside to talk to our neighbors, we rely 
on safe, well-maintained, and accessible sidewalks, roads, bridges, airports, and railways. When we invest in transit, we make it possible 
for people to more easily navigate our city. Traveling throughout the city and region can be exhausting, complicated, and dangerous due 
to constant maintenance issues from a lack of funding, concerns about safety on public transit, and a substantial increase in the number 
of traffic deaths on our roads, traffic deaths which disproportionately impact low-income communities of color. 

All members of our communities deserve to safely travel throughout our city with dignity and respect. We must fight for well-maintained 
roads, sidewalks and bike lanes, reliable and convenient buses, trolleys, and trains, and a transportation system that is safe, accessible, 
and equitable for everybody. The city should commit itself to building out the Roosevelt Boulevard subway, which, combined with the 
right incentives for transit-oriented development, would be transformational for northeast Philadelphia and the city as a whole.

All of these things make our communities safer. They stabilize and grow our population. The communities with the most resources, good 
paying jobs, stable housing, and reliable public infrastructure are the ones with the least crime because people aren’t forced to make bad 
decisions out of the desperation of trying to survive. If we continue to work to make Philly a place where everyone, regardless of race, 
religion, gender, income or sexuality, can thrive, our city will be better and more prosperous. 

Currently, less than 3% of business owners in Philadelphia are Black. For a city that is 44% Black, this is abysmal. We must take every 
opportunity to incentivize and support Black and brown entrepreneurs. I will work to support small businesses, and make sure that these 
businesses are hiring people from the neighborhood. We should take advantage of the IRA and other stimulus money and direct those 
funds and incentives to Black residents. We can leverage this to move Philly to be a green and highly connected city. Another thing 
Philadelphia can do is create a public bank, which is required to serve the public good/community instead of generating profits for 
private shareholders. This has already been proposed by City Council and was primarily sponsored by Councilmember Derek Green. 
Communities with public banks have access to low-interest loans — and specifically can provide low interest loans to Black and brown 
entrepreneurs. As the loans are paid off, the interest helps grow the bank’s capacity to invest back into the community and generates 
revenue thus creating a positive feedback loop. While entrepreneurship is a great option for some people, not everyone can be a 
business owner. I’ll support apprenticeship programs like the one run by the Carpenters union by connecting them with high schools. We 
must make sure our students know that taking on astronomical debt to get a college degree isn’t the only option to make a living and be 
financially stable. 

CLOSING STATEMENT

9. Philadelphia faces some serious headwinds from more residents and businesses considering leaving the city for the
suburbs, more than at any point in the last two decades. What do you think must happen to ensure the region’s economic 
recovery after the COVID-19 pandemic comes out in urban-Philadelphia’s favor?



The things that set me apart are: I’m an organizer and will always work to put political power into the hands of working people. I grew up 
in the labor movement and will always fight for the dignity of workers across industries. I’d be the first openly queer member of City 
Council ever and the youngest member of Council. I’m an organizer, a strategist and a movement builder — and that doesn’t only shape 
how I campaign but how I’ll govern too. What I do best is bringing together stakeholders around issues, thinking creatively about 
solutions, and working to bring those stakeholders into alignment around actionable steps. When I decided to run for Council, I had more 
than 200 one on ones with community leaders and neighbors across the city because I believe no one person should decide to represent 
our communities without having community buy in. As a councilmember, I’ll bring in the community and center the people on the 
frontlines of each fight. 

I have the largest, most organized and enthusiastic base of any candidate in the race. You can see this show up in a myriad of ways: as 
of the December 2022 filing deadline almost 600 individual people already contributed to my campaign — more than any other candidate 
in the race. In a race with multiple open seats and a field approaching 30 candidates, victory is going to come down to organizing and 
door knocking. I’ll have the most robust and effective field program in the race. As a councilmember I would not only bring clarity of my 
politics and experience as an organizer but I would also bring my lived experience and understanding of what everyday working 
Philadelphians are struggling through. 

Tell us more about what you bring to the table as an ally for urbanist politics in City Hall. Why should 5th Square endorse 
you over other candidates running for your position? What makes you the right person to advance the urbanist movement’s 
goals politically at the local level? 
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