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INTRODUCTION 
What is your name as it will appear on the ballot? 

Cindy Bass 

What office are you seeking? 

8th District City Councilmember 

Campaign Committee Name & Address: 

Friends of Cindy Bass 

Campaign Website Address: 

www.FriendsofCindyBass.com 

Candidate Introduction: 

Councilmember Cindy Bass is a tireless fighter for quality-of-life issues affecting 
Philadelphians.   Since taking office, she has fought against blight and trash in our 
neighborhoods, worked to organize schools and community leadership to stay connected to 
neighbors, and has identified and spoken out on the issues that people care 
about.  Councilmember Bass is honored to take on these challenges on behalf of her 
constituents and all Philadelphians. 

Councilmember Bass has a reputation for coalition building, community engagement and 
rolling up her sleeves to get the job done without fanfare.  She has advocated keeping 
schools open on behalf of parents in underserved communities and is making sure that the 
changes to our city’s tax structure do not tax people out of their homes, particularly in 
gentrifying neighborhoods.  She also recognizes the power of an organized community and 
local participation to make neighborhoods destinations of choice.  Bass’ philosophy of 
building and strengthening partnerships as a way to accomplish community-driven goals 
embodies her approach to development and government’s role in neighborhood 
improvement. 

In her first term, Bass passed legislation to regulate outdoor clothing donation bins, which 
often attract litter and dumping. Through initiatives and legislation like this, Councilmember 
Bass works with the already hard-working community members to positively affect quality 
of life. 

Currently in her third term, Councilmember Bass is known for her accessibility and 
numerous outreach events, designed to empower, engage and inform her constituents 
throughout the 8th District.  Her work as the Chair of City Council’s Committee on Parks, 
Recreation and Cultural Affairs has led to the unprecedented transformation of recreation 

https://phila.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2166600&GUID=27AB0A7C-E7E6-4968-A92B-663FBEA99A1E&Options=ID|Text|&Search=150079-AA
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centers and playgrounds.  Through her initiative which was supported by all her 
colleagues, cameras and anti-loitering devices are being installed in every location in 
Philadelphia, keeping our children safe. Additionally, Councilmember Bass introduced 
legislation, which was passed by Council, to require the public posting of hours of 
operation for libraries and recreation centers, to better inform community members of 
neighborhood activities, events and daily operations. She has advocated for public 
playgrounds to include play equipment for children with developmental delays as well as 
assuring fitness equipment for older adults, ensuring that all centers are both inter-
generational and welcoming. 

Because of her dedication to improving quality of life and consumer protections, 
Councilmember Bass works valiantly to rid her district of nuisance businesses while helping 
to create and support good businesses. The City Council passed two bills by Bass aimed at 
tackling nuisance business practices and improving the quality of businesses in all of 
Philadelphia’s neighborhoods. The Nuisance Business Bill holds businesses responsible for 
nuisance behavior that occurs on their premises including loitering, public drunkenness, and 
public urination. Under the bill, if a business is cited for nuisance behavior three or more 
times within 60 days or seven times within a year, the business will be required to create a 
plan to address such behavior. The Restaurant Licensing Bill helps business owners comply 
with already existing state law by creating “small establishment” and “large establishment” 
business licensing categories. The bill requires large establishments, the license a business 
owner must obtain to sell alcohol, to have seating for at least 30 patrons, to have a publicly 
accessible bathroom and to sell food, among other guidelines. This bill will work to replace 
nuisance businesses with quality sit-down restaurants in neighborhoods across 
Philadelphia. 

Councilmember Bass has sponsored groundbreaking legislation and initiatives on other 
fronts, including (1) requiring the City of Philadelphia to offer a tax credit to businesses that 
are harmed by significant infrastructure improvement projects, (2) recently introducing a bill 
to address nuisance businesses which she believes tear down neighborhoods and in some 
cases are predatory in nature, and (3) calling for an investigation into the lack of minority 
participation in the city’s building trades, by determining if the city should develop a local 
Mentor-Protégé Program, and others. 

And as the new Chair of the Council Committee on Public Health and Human Services, Bass 
is planning an aggressive and comprehensive agenda to promote public health.  Recognizing 
the disconnect between the number of individuals without quality healthcare in 
Philadelphia and the city’s reputation as one of the largest and best healthcare networks in 
the world, Bass knows that more can and must be done. Her legislation authorized the 
Committee on Public Health and Human Services to hold hearings examining the 
Philadelphia Department of Human Services scorecard on Community Umbrella Agencies 
or CUAs—agencies that manage and house children in the DHS system—after the scorecard 
revealed many of these agencies are operating below satisfaction. Councilmember Bass 
knows it is important to protect citizens who may not be able to protect themselves and 
will work to help ensure that entities doing business with the City of Philadelphia operate in 
an acceptable manner. 

Councilmember Bass has experience working in the United States Congress and 
Pennsylvania State Senate.  She has also worked on numerous campaigns, supporting 
progressive candidates from Presidents to local committee people.  She has served as a 

http://www.newsworks.org/index.php/local/germantownwest-oak-lane/55937-security-cameras-to-be-installed-at-162-city-playgrounds-and-rec-centers-
https://phila.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3154749&GUID=1EA2652D-9181-4E78-A56D-19E45CAF34A1&Options=ID|Text|&Search=170724
https://phila.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3154749&GUID=1EA2652D-9181-4E78-A56D-19E45CAF34A1&Options=ID|Text|&Search=170724
https://beta.phila.gov/press-releases/mayor/mayor-kenney-signs-inclusive-parks-playgrounds-bill/
https://beta.phila.gov/press-releases/mayor/mayor-kenney-signs-inclusive-parks-playgrounds-bill/
https://phila.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=2569339&GUID=A1E16DB9-35C4-4F18-9D54-A9D023154C52&Options=ID|Text|&Search=160115
https://phila.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3202285&GUID=BB9D95F3-F4D1-4237-9AF6-03C9C7F9FBBB&Options=ID|Text|&Search=170963
https://phila.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=3197515&GUID=89B48490-6AF4-4043-B33B-54F7BB803A10&Options=ID|Text|&Search=170949
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delegate to the Democratic National Convention in 2000, 2004, 2008 and 2012, and has 
been a member of the Democratic State Committee for more than 12 years.  She has also 
been a local Democratic Committeewoman in the 22nd Ward since 1998. 

Beyond her political background, Bass has had extensive experience in the areas of 
economic development, banking, housing, and civic engagement.  Councilmember Bass is a 
life-long Philadelphian, having grown up in North Philadelphia, public school graduate, and 
recipient of a bachelor's degree from Temple University.  She has resided in East Mount 
Airy for the past twenty-five years and is the proud mother of her thirteen-year-old 
daughter. 
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ROADWAY SAFETY 
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues 

Short Response: 

1. a) Will you commit to reducing Philadelphia’s annual traffic deaths in half by 2026?  

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

b) Do you support redesigning Philadelphia's most dangerous roadways if this means eliminating 
travel lanes for automobiles and parking spaces? 

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

c) Daylighting is a pedestrian safety measure achieved by replacing curb parking spaces near an 
intersection with flexible posts, planters, or bollards – increasing visibility for pedestrians and 
drivers. Do you support daylighting more intersections in Philadelphia if this means removing 
parking spaces?  

[  X] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

2. Will you support a ballot measure to establish a PHL Department of Transportation, combining 
the transportation division of the Streets Department with the Office of Transportation, 
Infrastructure, and Sustainability (oTIS)? 

[X  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

3. After two terms in office, the Kenney Administration will have built 30 miles of protected bicycle 
lanes. Will you support an expansion of Philadelphia’s network of protected bicycle lanes by an 
additional 30 miles by 2028?  

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

4. a) The pilot speed camera program on Roosevelt Blvd has changed driver behavior, improved 
safety, and saved lives. Do you support making the speed cameras on Roosevelt Blvd 
permanent?  

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

b) Do you support expanding speed camera enforcement to more high-crash corridors across 
Philadelphia?  

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions: 

 

  

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues
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Long Response:  

5. Despite the city taking a Vision Zero pledge to reduce traffic deaths to zero by 2030, more than 
120 people died on city streets in 2022. What will you do to significantly lower the rates of traffic 
deaths in Philadelphia? 

Support installing more speed cameras throughout the city and collaborate with State officials 
to work on speed calming measures. 

 

 

6. Many curb cuts, crosswalks, bus stops, and sidewalks across Philadelphia are routinely blocked 
by illegally-parked vehicles. How will you address this specific problem? 

Based on traffic studies, I would support increasing daylight intersections to prevent 
intersection from being blocked. 

 

 

7. What is your plan to ensure the city’s sidewalks are safe and usable for all pedestrians, including 
people with disabilities and families with strollers? 

To support the Street Department in assessing the needs for curb cuts. 
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PUBLIC SPACE 
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues 

Short Response: 

1. Will you support an expansion of the current municipal street sweeping program, even if it means 
non-compliant motorists may receive parking violations or have their vehicles towed? 

[X  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

2. Do you support easing regulations on outdoor dining streeteries and facilitating more parklets 
and pedestrian plazas even if this means eliminating space for parking? 

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions: 

 

Long Response: 

3. Place-based interventions like greening vacant lots, repairing abandoned homes, and planting 
street trees in Philadelphia is linked to a reduction in violent crime, a decrease in illegal dumping, 
and lower rates of depression among residents. How will your office work to accomplish these 
place-based interventions in historically-disinvested neighborhoods? 

Work with neighborhoods and community organizations to identify vacant lots and abandoned 
houses and provide resources to support their projects. I  will collaborate with BIPOC 
developers on real estate projects that transform underutilized land and abandoned property 
for into assets that invest in residents instead of displacing them. I will continue to support the 
Philly Tree Program. 

 

 

4. Philadelphia’s public spaces suffer from two main types of improper waste disposal: littering and 
illegal dumping. For decades, the City’s reduction and removal efforts have been woefully 
inadequate. What would you do to solve this issue? 

I will continue to support efforts to enforce illegal dumping, which includes creating a taskforce 
to help with enforcement and monitoring of cameras. Support the expansion of the street 
sweeping program. Support and enhancing all initiatives that currently address littering and 
illegal dumping  

 

 

5. The city has struggled to staff and adequately fund city services, which has resulted in reduced 
hours at libraries, pools, and recreation centers. How would you ensure consistent and 
convenient hours for these facilities? 

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues
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As Chair of Parks and Recreation, I will continue to support increasing funding for libraries, 
pools and recreation centers. I will reach out to State and Federal officials for additional 
support that hasn’t been taken advantaged of. 

 

TRANSPORTATION & TRANSIT 
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues 

Short Response: 

1. Do you support the City of Philadelphia enrolling all municipal employees into the SEPTA Key 
Advantage program?  

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

2. Do you support the City establishing a fare discount program for low-income riders?  

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

3. Do you support congestion pricing - a toll for vehicles entering Center City and University City 
during peak travel times - with funding used for improving public transportation?   

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

4. Do you support increasing the cost of monthly residential parking permits and using the funds for 
improving public transportation?  

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

5. a) Do you support expanding bus-only lanes throughout Philadelphia, even if this means removing 
a lane of travel for personal vehicles or parking?  

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

b) Do you support using camera technology to enforce bus-only lanes and bus stops by ticketing 
violators?  

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

6. Will you advocate for increasing local transit funding to SEPTA?  

[X  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

7. Do you support a subway/metro line for Roosevelt Blvd?  

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

8. The City of Denver launched a popular e-bike rebate program in an effort to reduce vehicle miles 
traveled. The rebate program offered $1,200 for income-qualified residents and $400 for 
everyone else for e-bike purchases. Do you support a similar program here in Philadelphia?  

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

9. Do you support micro-mobility initiatives such as scooter share programs for Philadelphia? 

[X  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues
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Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions: 

 

 

Long Response: 

10. What are your ideas for combating Philadelphia’s problem with traffic congestion? 

There are many thoughts that need to be considered to obtain sustainable and equitable 
solutions in combatting traffic congestion. For example, encouraging walking, housing near 
transit stations, making cycling safe, implement congestion pricing and build bus-only lanes, 
enforcement of parking/loading regulations to stop blocked sidewalks and travel lanes, and 
expand access to rail lines. 

 

11. What are your solutions to ensure SEPTA rebuilds its ridership post-pandemic? 

Support increasing safety measures. Increase the cleaning at stations and the vehicles. 
Support the exploration of expanding the Septa Key Advantage program. Support improving 
frequency and reliability of services and fare discounts for riders through low-income reduced 
fare programming. 

 

Personal Travel Habits: 

1. How often do you ride a bicycle for transportation in the city? 

[ X ] Never           [  ] Yearly           [  ] Monthly           [  ] Weekly           [  ] Daily 

2. How often do you ride public transportation in the city? 

[  ] Never           [ X ] Yearly           [  ] Monthly           [  ] Weekly           [  ] Daily 

3. How often do you travel by car in the city? 

[  ] Never           [  ] Yearly           [  ] Monthly           [  ] Weekly           [ X ] Daily 

4. Will you commit to taking public transportation at least one week of each year while in office? 

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

5. How do you typically commute to work? Describe your experience traveling in Philadelphia and 
what you would do to improve it. 

Drive. Hectic at times but I have taken a position to be patient. To improve travel I would like to 
see street signs throughout the city, roads repaired, stop jaywalking and for cyclist to be able to 
ride safely. 
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HOUSING & LAND USE 
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues 

Short Response: 

1. Do you support eliminating minimum parking requirements for all of Philadelphia’s zoning 
categories?  

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

2. Will you veto or vote against downzoning overlays?  

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

3. Do you support legalizing Single-Room Occupancy dwellings (SROs) in all multifamily and 
commercial zoning districts across Philadelphia?  

[X  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

4. Will you support designating Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) overlays city-wide, allowing 
increased commercial and residential zoning density near all rail transit stations in Philadelphia?  

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

5. Should our city government encourage the growth of Philadelphia’s population back to 2 million 
residents?  

[ X ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

6. Should our zoning allow for denser housing in high-income, high-amenity neighborhoods to 
accommodate more residents?  

[X  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________ 

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions: 

 

  

https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues
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Long Response: 

7. The affordability crisis hits renters harder than owners. Philadelphia Local Initiatives Support 
Corporation (LISC) estimates the city needs about 70,000 affordable rental units to meet 
demand. How will you address this affordable housing shortage? 

By supporting and enhancing effort that are already in place to address affordable housing. 
Increase the promotion of property tax relief programs and housing Choice Voucher programs. 
Expanding funding and income requirements for the Housing Trust Fund. Support the 
expansion of the Shallow Rent program. 

???Remove council approval requirement for any public parcel that will build affordable 
housing. 

 

 

8. Record low housing supply has pushed up home prices, closing off the possibility of home 
ownership to many first-time homebuyers. The median home value in the Philadelphia 
metropolitan area has reached $320,000, increasing $100,000 from 5 years ago. How can we 
keep neighborhoods affordable and sustainable as Philadelphia sees more growth and 
development? 

Support making the eviction diversion mediation program permanent. Support funding for legal 
services, expanding Right to Counsel to at-risk zip codes. Support access to free/low-cost 
estate planning to reduce tangled titles. These are just a few concepts that will keep our 
neighborhoods affordable and sustainable. 

 

 

9. Philadelphia faces some serious headwinds from more residents and businesses considering 
leaving the city for the suburbs, more than at any point in the last two decades. What do you think 
must happen to ensure the region’s economic recovery after the COVID-19 pandemic comes out 
in urban-Philadelphia’s favor? 

Improve public space and support the pedestrian experience, ranging from allowing 
more streeteries to expanding tree cover and tackling our trash problem. 

Expand universal programs that are attractive to mobile workers, such as Free Library 
and rec center/pool hours, and expand free pre-K to younger ages. 

Support small business creation and success to foster unique and attractive 
neighborhood amenities throughout the city.  Improve our neighborhood schools. 
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CLOSING STATEMENT 
Tell us more about what you bring to the table as an ally for urbanist politics in City Hall. Why 
should 5th Square endorse you over other candidates running for your position? What makes you 
the right person to advance the urbanist movement’s goals politically at the local level?  

My record in City Council demonstrates my deep understanding of the interrelated issues that 
ensure that Philadelphia provides the investments, services, incentives, and programs that 
promote the health, wellness, and economic growth of the residents and neighborhoods in my 
district and across the city.  I have fought for healthy and well-funded schools and against 
nuisance businesses.  I support holistic land development and oppose displacement of long-
term residents.  I am working with my community organizations, block captains, and 
businesses to make our public spaces, cleaner, safer, greener and more vibrant.  I am 
proposing legislation to invest in our infrastructure and public transportation needs.  I have the 
experience, relationships, commitment and vision to be one of the leaders moving Philadelphia 
forward.   
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