
INTRODUCTION
What is your name as it will appear on the ballot?

Derek S. Green

What office are you seeking?

Mayor

Campaign Committee Name & Address:

Green Fund

Campaign Website Address:

derekformayor.com

Candidate Introduction:

First elected to the Philadelphia City Council in 2015, Derek S. Green, Esquire has served in
leadership roles as Chair of the Finance and Disabilities Committees, and as Vice Chair of the
Aging and Law & Government Committees. Green is a graduate of the University of Virginia and
the Temple University Beasley School of Law. He lives with his wife, Sheila, and son, Julian, in
Philadelphia’s Mount Airy neighborhood. Derek Green is running for mayor because
Philadelphians should expect more and deserve better from City Hall.

2



ROADWAY SAFETY
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

1. a) Will you commit to reducing Philadelphia’s annual traffic deaths in half by 2026?

[ x ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

b) Do you support redesigning Philadelphia's most dangerous roadways if this means eliminating
travel lanes for automobiles and parking spaces?

[ x ] Yes           [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

c) Daylighting is a pedestrian safety measure achieved by replacing curb parking spaces near an
intersection with flexible posts, planters, or bollards – increasing visibility for pedestrians and
drivers. Do you support daylighting more intersections in Philadelphia if this means removing
parking spaces?

[ x ] Yes  [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

2. Will you support a ballot measure to establish a PHL Department of Transportation, combining
the transportation division of the Streets Department with the Office of Transportation,
Infrastructure, and Sustainability (oTIS)?

[ x  ] Yes  [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

3. After two terms in office, the Kenney Administration will have built 30 miles of protected bicycle
lanes. Will you support an expansion of Philadelphia’s network of protected bicycle lanes by an
additional 30 miles by 2028?

[  x ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

4. a) The pilot speed camera program on Roosevelt Blvd has changed driver behavior, improved
safety, and saved lives. Do you support making the speed cameras on Roosevelt Blvd permanent?

[ x  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

b) Do you support expanding speed camera enforcement to more high-crash corridors across
Philadelphia?

[ x  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:

N/A
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Long Response:

5. Despite the city taking a Vision Zero pledge to reduce traffic deaths to zero by 2030, more than
120 people died on city streets in 2022. What will you do to significantly lower the rates of traffic
deaths in Philadelphia?

As Mayor, I would look to continue to expand the swath of bike lanes across our city and also
protected bike lanes, increase pedestrian walkways, and examine the most dangerous
intersections in the city to determine how we can prevent potential tragedy.

6. Many curb cuts, crosswalks, bus stops, and sidewalks across Philadelphia are routinely blocked
by illegally-parked vehicles. How will you address this specific problem?

We need to dramatically expand the number of cameras across the city for the purposes of
enforcing illegal parking and other public safety concerns, most notably gun violence.
Additionally, we need to bring back the “Don’t Block the Box” public service campaign to
educate citizens and remind them that parking in these locations will lead to fines and other
penalties.

7. What is your plan to ensure the city’s sidewalks are safe and usable for all pedestrians, including
people with disabilities and families with strollers?

As a father of a son on the Autism Spectrum and as the former Chair of Council’s Disabilities
Committee, I have been a consistent advocate for a more inclusive Philadelphia for people with
physical and learning differences. Especially in regard to sidewalks, the City is not in
compliance with the federal American Disabilities Act. As Mayor, I will instruct my
administration to include in the six year Capital program a plan to address publicly owned
sidewalks and develop incentives to make privately owned sidewalks safe.
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PUBLIC SPACE
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

1. Will you support an expansion of the current municipal street sweeping program, even if it means
non-compliant motorists may receive parking violations or have their vehicles towed?

[ x  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

2. Do you support easing regulations on outdoor dining streeteries and facilitating more parklets
and pedestrian plazas even if this means eliminating space for parking?

[ x  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:

N/A

Long Response:

3. Place-based interventions like greening vacant lots, repairing abandoned homes, and planting
street trees in Philadelphia is linked to a reduction in violent crime, a decrease in illegal dumping,
and lower rates of depression among residents. How will your office work to accomplish these
place-based interventions in historically-disinvested neighborhoods?

I would look to bring back key aspects of Mayor Street’s Neighborhood Transformation
Initiative, where there was a priority to attack blight across the city. As Mayor, I will invest in
cameras around the city to help prevent crime, but also use federal dollars to invest in
infrastructure projects to update the sorely underfunded streets and sidewalks that hold back
our neighborhoods from seeing the investment other neighborhoods have enjoyed. My priority,
however, will also be to make sure that we are not forcing residents out of their neighborhoods
as a product of gentrification.

4. Philadelphia’s public spaces suffer from two main types of improper waste disposal: littering and
illegal dumping. For decades, the City’s reduction and removal efforts have been woefully
inadequate. What would you do to solve this issue?

The easy response to this question would be to say that we need to put more money behind
addressing these issues, but I believe this is an issue that needs to start with a culture shift in
our city. We cannot curb waste if the community is not also invested in this goal as well. I
would use my position as Mayor to communicate the importance this issue has in my
administration and how we should take pride in keeping our neighborhoods safe and clean.
Additionally, I will work to educate the public that by changing behavior–by increasing recycling
and reducing waste–we can save money as a city and invest more tax dollars into quality of life
improvements that will enhance Philadelphia.
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5. The city has struggled to staff and adequately fund city services, which has resulted in reduced
hours at libraries, pools, and recreation centers. How would you ensure consistent and convenient
hours for these facilities?

The City’s uncompetitive wages has deterred us from being able to fully staff municipal
departments. When it comes to some of these more hyper-local institutions, however, I think
we need to do a better job communicating the availability of these opportunities to the
community. That happens by going into schools and recruiting our youth to get a job at their
local pool or recreation center. We also need to make these spaces safe for both employees
and patrons, which prevents many people from wanting to take on these public-focused jobs.
These concerns can be addressed with leadership from the Mayor’s Office–we need to shift
our focus back to our neighborhoods and the investments that will uplift them in the short and
long term.

TRANSPORTATION & TRANSIT
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

1. Do you support the City of Philadelphia enrolling all municipal employees into the SEPTA Key
Advantage program?

[ x  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

2. Do you support the City establishing a fare discount program for low-income riders?

[ x  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

3. Do you support congestion pricing - a toll for vehicles entering Center City and University City
during peak travel times - with funding used for improving public transportation?

[  ] Yes           [  ] No           [ x  ] Other: I would consider this tax if there was consideration
made for low-income drivers traveling into Center City and Uniververity City for work.

4. Do you support increasing the cost of monthly residential parking permits and using the funds for
improving public transportation?

[  ] Yes           [   ] No           [ x ] Other: I am open to this type of legislation.

5. a) Do you support expanding bus-only lanes throughout Philadelphia, even if this means removing
a lane of travel for personal vehicles or parking?

[ x  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

b) Do you support using camera technology to enforce bus-only lanes and bus stops by ticketing
violators?

[ x  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

6. Will you advocate for increasing local transit funding to SEPTA?

[ x  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

7. Do you support a subway/metro line for Roosevelt Blvd?
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[  ] Yes           [  ] No           [ x ] Other: I see the incredible potential of this idea and am open
to this proposal.

8. The City of Denver launched a popular e-bike rebate program in an effort to reduce vehicle miles
traveled. The rebate program offered $1,200 for income-qualified residents and $400 for everyone
else for e-bike purchases. Do you support a similar program here in Philadelphia?

[ x  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

9. Do you support micro-mobility initiatives such as scooter share programs for Philadelphia?

[ x  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:

N/A

Long Response:

10. What are your ideas for combating Philadelphia’s problem with traffic congestion?

On the one hand, we need to utilize the federal bipartisan infrastructure dollars to upgrade the
many streets, tunnels, bridges, and lights that are in desperate need of upgrade/repair. On the
other hand, we also need to make alternative forms of transportation a real option for
residents. SEPTA, for example, is not a place where people feel safe–nor do they feel that they
can rely on it to keep up with their busy lives. That is only going to change if we make
investments to improve the cleanliness and safety of SEPTA. Additionally, we need to
dramatically expand bike share programs and bike lanes in order for biking to become a viable
transportation alternative for residents. Once we are able to provide these assurances to
residents, we will see congestion come down as a result.

11. What are your solutions to ensure SEPTA rebuilds its ridership post-pandemic?

As I mentioned in my previous answer, SEPTA has serious issues around cleanliness and
safety that need to be addressed by the next administration. The other part of resolving the dip
in ridership is a bit more complicated. As someone who has toured London and Stockholm to
investigate their congestion pricing systems, SEPTA needs to improve its reliability of arrival
and departure times and use various forms of advertising to communicate these
improvements to citizens. I believe that if SEPTA is safer, cleaner, and more reliable it will
rebuild its ridership.

Personal Travel Habits:

1. How often do you ride a bicycle for transportation in the city?

[ x  ] Never           [  ] Yearly           [  ] Monthly           [  ] Weekly           [  ] Daily

2. How often do you ride public transportation in the city?
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[  ] Never           [  ] Yearly           [ x  ] Monthly           [  ] Weekly           [  ] Daily

3. How often do you travel by car in the city?

[  ] Never           [  ] Yearly           [  ] Monthly           [  ] Weekly           [ x  ] Daily

4. Will you commit to taking public transportation at least one week of each year while in office?

[ x  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

5. How do you typically commute to work? Describe your experience traveling in Philadelphia and
what you would do to improve it.

I predominantly work from home, so I do not have a commute to really reflect on. My general
experience in traveling around the city, however, is that public transit is not reliable or safe in
the eyes of many residents. Families are not comfortable sending their loved ones alone to
school or to use it as a means to get from point A to point B. Many swaths of our
neighborhoods do not have public transit as a viable option at all simply based on where they
are located in relation to their nearest SEPTA train/bus stop. Philadelphia has a long way to go
when it comes to improving/expanding public transit. As Mayor, I would be committed to these
issues because it’s not only a question of congestion or carbon emissions, but also equity.
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HOUSING & LAND USE
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

1. Do you support eliminating minimum parking requirements for all of Philadelphia’s zoning
categories?

[ x  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

2. Will you veto or vote against downzoning overlays?

[ x ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

3. Do you support legalizing Single-Room Occupancy dwellings (SROs) in all multifamily and
commercial zoning districts across Philadelphia?

[ x  ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

4. Will you support designating Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) overlays city-wide, allowing
increased commercial and residential zoning density near all rail transit stations in Philadelphia?

[ x ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

5. Should our city government encourage the growth of Philadelphia’s population back to 2 million
residents?

[ x ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

6. Should our zoning allow for denser housing in high-income, high-amenity neighborhoods to
accommodate more residents?

[ x ] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:

N/A
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Long Response:

7. The affordability crisis hits renters harder than owners. Philadelphia Local Initiatives Support
Corporation (LISC) estimates the city needs about 70,000 affordable rental units to meet demand.
How will you address this affordable housing shortage?

In order to address the affordable housing shortage Philadelphia is facing we need to both
expand development and pass innovative policy that will close the gap we are currently facing.
As Mayor, I will be a tireless advocate for attracting businesses to develop affordable housing
across the city. But we need to look beyond simply development. During my time on Council, I
introduced legislation to expand SROs (Single-Room Occupancy housing). As Mayor, I would
look to work with Council to open the door to SROs and other innovative, affordable housing
options.

8. Record low housing supply has pushed up home prices, closing off the possibility of home
ownership to many first-time homebuyers. The median home value in the Philadelphia
metropolitan area has reached $320,000, increasing $100,000 from 5 years ago. How can we
keep neighborhoods affordable and sustainable as Philadelphia sees more growth and
development?

Twofold: we need to increase affordable housing options and also home ownership more
broadly. I mentioned above my support of expanded affordable housing development, but a key
piece to keeping neighborhoods affordable will come with thoughtful policy that maintains the
character of neighborhoods. For one, we should look to expand transit-oriented development to
give residents with lower incomes the option to stay in their neighborhood and not be priced
out. Additionally, we need to ensure that for each market-rate housing development that is
added to a neighborhood that we are matching it with an affordable development.

9. Philadelphia faces some serious headwinds from more residents and businesses considering
leaving the city for the suburbs, more than at any point in the last two decades. What do you think
must happen to ensure the region’s economic recovery after the COVID-19 pandemic comes out
in urban-Philadelphia’s favor?

I think that a huge piece of the exodus we are seeing is a product of the serious concerns
residents have around public safety. We have a lot of work to do as a city in order to keep
people and businesses here. Public safety is one, but another is improving the cleanliness and
safety of our streets to make people and businesses want to invest here as well. Finally, we
need to make it easier for local businesses to navigate City Hall. As a former small business
owner myself, I understand how difficult it is to simply open a business–we should not deter
small business owners from opening their doors due to an antiquated way of doing business.
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CLOSING STATEMENT
Tell us more about what you bring to the table as an ally for urbanist politics in City Hall. Why
should 5th Square endorse you over other candidates running for your position? What makes you
the right person to advance the urbanist movement’s goals politically at the local level?

Philadelphia is my home and I am proud of that. I’m running for Mayor because I think
Philadelphians should expect more and deserve better from our city. We have so much to offer
as a city, but we are consistently behind the curb when it comes to the innovations other cities
embrace. As Mayor, I want to cultivate an environment where people and businesses alike want
to invest in this community, and that will only happen if we address the concerns facing our
residents (public safety & poverty) and make thoughtful investments (infrastructure & housing
development) that creates prosperity that’s widely shared.

I offer a unique background as a candidate for mayor: I am a former small business owner,
small business lender, Deputy City Solicitor, Assistant District Attorney, and Councilmember
At-Large. Further, as a past National President of Democratic Municipal Officials, I will bring to
Philadelphia best practices that will enable Philadelphia to have a more urbanist perspective.
But above all, I am a proud Philadelphian who wants to parlay my experience and connections
into a future we can be proud of collectively.
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