
INTRODUCTION
What is your name as it will appear on the ballot?

Jeff Brown

What office are you seeking?

Mayor

Campaign Committee Name & Address:

Jeff Brown for Mayor

Campaign Website Address:

jeffbrownformayor.com

Candidate Introduction:

Jeff Brown is the founder and former Chairman, and CEO of Brown’s Super Stores, Inc., a twelve-store
supermarket chain trading under the ShopRite and The Fresh Grocer supermarket brands. He also serves as
Chairman of the State of Pennsylvania Workforce Development Board, as a Board Member and Treasurer of
Philadelphia Lawyers for Social Equity, as a Member of the Pennsylvania Convention Center board, and as
Chairman of the Convention Center’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee.

Jeff is the former Chairman of the Philadelphia Youth Network and the founder and Chairman Emeritus of
Uplift Solutions, a national nonprofit that operates a workforce system for returning citizens. Under Jeff’s
leadership, Uplift Solutions has supported and trained hundreds of returning citizens and has helped them
find meaningful employment. Jeff also founded and is the Chairman of the PA30 Day Fund, assisting small
minority businesses with financial support. In 2010, Jeff was a guest of First Lady Michelle Obama, at
President Obama’s State of the Union address, in recognition of his work advising the Obama Administration
on solutions to the national “food desert” crisis.

Jeff and his wife and business partner Sandy, who serves as Executive Vice President of Brown’s Super
Stores, are the proud parents of four sons, Josh, Alex, Lenny, and Scott. Jeff is a fourth-generation grocer,
and with the addition of his son Josh as the Chief Financial Officer for Brown’s Super Stores, the Brown family
has begun its fifth generation as grocers in the Philadelphia region. Over its 35-year history, Brown’s Super
Stores have employed more than 60,000 people, often providing individuals with their first work experience,
and family-sustaining union wages and benefits.
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ROADWAY SAFETY
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

1. a) Will you commit to reducing Philadelphia’s annual traffic deaths in half by 2026?

[X] Yes  [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

b) Do you support redesigning Philadelphia's most dangerous roadways if this means eliminating travel
lanes for automobiles and parking spaces?

[X] Yes           [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

c) Daylighting is a pedestrian safety measure achieved by replacing curb parking spaces near an
intersection with flexible posts, planters, or bollards – increasing visibility for pedestrians and drivers. Do
you support daylighting more intersections in Philadelphia if this means removing parking spaces?

[X] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

1. Will you support a ballot measure to establish a PHL Department of Transportation, combining the
transportation division of the Streets Department with the Office of Transportation, Infrastructure, and
Sustainability (oTIS)?

[ ] Yes           [  ] No           [X ] Other: I am not opposed to combining the transportation
transportation division of the Streets Department with the Office of Transportation, Infrastructure, and
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Sustainability, however, I need to examine the decision and weigh all considerations before committing to
supporting a ballot measure.

1. After two terms in office, the Kenney Administration will have built 30 miles of protected bicycle lanes.
Will you support an expansion of Philadelphia’s network of protected bicycle lanes by an additional 30
miles by 2028?

[X] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

1. a) The pilot speed camera program on Roosevelt Blvd has changed driver behavior, improved safety,
and saved lives. Do you support making the speed cameras on Roosevelt Blvd permanent?

[X] Yes  [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

b) Do you support expanding speed camera enforcement to more high-crash corridors across
Philadelphia?

[X] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:

Long Response:

1. Despite the city taking a Vision Zero pledge to reduce traffic deaths to zero by 2030, more than 120
people died on city streets in 2022. What will you do to significantly lower the rates of traffic deaths in
Philadelphia?

Philadelphia’s traffic deaths are unacceptable, I am steadfast in my
commitment to reducing them in half by 2026. As Mayor, I will work to
redesign Philadelphia’s most dangerous roadways and expand and
maintain speed camera enforcement throughout all high-crash corridors
across the city. Additionally, I support daylighting and recognize the value of
these changes even when they impact parking availability.

1. Many curb cuts, crosswalks, bus stops, and sidewalks across Philadelphia are routinely blocked by
illegally-parked vehicles. How will you address this specific problem?

One of the first things I will do as Mayor is to remove the over 40,000
abandoned cars from our streets and use their salvage value to pay for the
cost of the operation. Additionally, I will work with the PPA to increase
enforcement of existing laws and regulations and to more expeditiously levy
fines on those who park illegally. As stated previously, I recognize that
redesigning our most dangerous roadways and implementing daylighting
may decrease our parking availability, however, these initiatives against



abandoned and illegally-parked vehicles will free up a multitude of spaces
throughout the city.

1. What is your plan to ensure the city’s sidewalks are safe and usable for all pedestrians, including
people with disabilities and families with strollers?

Philadelphia’s sidewalks must be safe and usable for all pedestrians, from
people with disabilities to families with strollers to joggers. There doesn’t
seem to be a stretch of sidewalk in this city that isn’t busted up or uneven.
We need a systematic sidewalk upgrade program that will work to ensure
all sidewalks are level and maintained. The City doesn’t make it a priority
currently, so my administration will increase funding to ensure our
sidewalks meet the standard for all to be able to use them.

PUBLIC SPACE
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

1. Will you support an expansion of the current municipal street sweeping program, even if it means
non-compliant motorists may receive parking violations or have their vehicles towed?

[X] Yes  [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

1. Do you support easing regulations on outdoor dining streeteries and facilitating more parklets and
pedestrian plazas even if this means eliminating space for parking?

[X] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:

Long Response:

1. Place-based interventions like greening vacant lots, repairing abandoned homes, and planting street
trees in Philadelphia is linked to a reduction in violent crime, a decrease in illegal dumping, and lower
rates of depression among residents. How will your office work to accomplish these place-based
interventions in historically-disinvested neighborhoods?

Tree coverage is a concern of mine and I plan to work with the
environmental community to ensure all neighborhoods have adequate
coverage as it is important to health and water mitigation. I will also work to
re-envision the Department of Licenses and Inspection (L&I) to ensure they
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are able to adequately monitor and address the growing number of
abandoned homes/buildings across the city.

1. Philadelphia’s public spaces suffer from two main types of improper waste disposal: littering and illegal
dumping. For decades, the City’s reduction and removal efforts have been woefully inadequate. What
would you do to solve this issue?

Cleaning up our city and improving city services are two of my top priorities
as we need to show Philadelphians the respect they deserve. As I stated
previously, I intend to remove all abandoned cars off of our streets. I will
also impose heavy fines for illegal dumping, sending the message that
under my administration it will not be permitted. In addition to these efforts, I
will clean up litter and trash throughout the city by working with the
sanitation workers to offer them the support they have been lacking from
the Mayor’s office. I am proud to have been endorsed by DC 33 and look
forward to working together.

1. The city has struggled to staff and adequately fund city services, which has resulted in reduced hours
at libraries, pools, and recreation centers. How would you ensure consistent and convenient hours for
these facilities?

Libraries, pools and recreation centers are cornerstones of our
communities and are vital to keeping our youth busy and out of trouble. We
are unable to staff these necessities and have them operate at consistent
and convenient hours because we are not competitive enough in the job
market. As Mayor, I will prioritize increasing funding to these services so
that we can increase starting wages and improve working conditions.

TRANSPORTATION & TRANSIT
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

1. Do you support the City of Philadelphia enrolling all municipal employees into the SEPTA Key
Advantage program?

[X] Yes  [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

1. Do you support the City establishing a fare discount program for low-income riders?

[ ] Yes           [  ] No           [X] Other: I support establishing a fare discount program for low-income
riders and would work towards accomplishing this, however, SEPTA functions separately from the
City so it would be out of my direct control.
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1. Do you support congestion pricing - a toll for vehicles entering Center City and University City during
peak travel times - with funding used for improving public transportation?

[X] Yes  [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

1. Do you support increasing the cost of monthly residential parking permits and using the funds for
improving public transportation?

[  ] Yes           [X] No           [  ] Other: __________________

1. a) Do you support expanding bus-only lanes throughout Philadelphia, even if this means removing a
lane of travel for personal vehicles or parking?

[  ] Yes           [  ] No           [X] Other: I support expanding bus-only lanes throughout parts of
Philadelphia with high bus traffic, even if this means removing a lane of travel for personal vehicles
or parking

b) Do you support using camera technology to enforce bus-only lanes and bus stops by ticketing
violators?

[X] Yes  [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

1. Will you advocate for increasing local transit funding to SEPTA?

[X] Yes  [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

1. Do you support a subway/metro line for Roosevelt Blvd?

[  ] Yes  [X] No  [  ] Other: __________________

1. The City of Denver launched a popular e-bike rebate program in an effort to reduce vehicle miles
traveled. The rebate program offered $1,200 for income-qualified residents and $400 for everyone else
for e-bike purchases. Do you support a similar program here in Philadelphia?

[  ] Yes           [  ] No           [X] Other: I would support a similar program in Philadelphia, however, I
don’t believe we currently have the resources to offer this program at full capacity. We would need
to design the incentive to be commensurate with our budget.

1. Do you support micro-mobility initiatives such as scooter share programs for Philadelphia?

[  ] Yes           [  ] No  [X] Other: Bike and scooter share initiatives have been implemented to
varying degrees of success in cities throughout the country. My administration will look into them
further as we will all initiatives that may reduce traffic congestion and make transportation more
accessible.

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:



Do you support a subway/metro line for Roosevelt Blvd? I do not
support a subway/metro line for Roosevelt Blvd at this time as I find it is out
of our means and unrealistic given the city’s current state. At this time it is
better to invest in projects that are lower cost and have a shorter
completion period. A new subway/metro line would most likely take more
than a decade to complete and we need to invest resources in more
immediate measures.

Do you support increasing the cost of monthly residential parking
permits and using the funds for improving public transportation? This
would not be a priority of mine as I do not see the connection between the
two.

Long Response:

1. What are your ideas for combating Philadelphia’s problem with traffic congestion?

One of the main ways I will combat traffic congestion is through making
alternate modes of transportation accessible and safe. This means fixing
our sidewalks so pedestrians, including families with strollers and people
with disabilities, can navigate the city with ease, increasing bike lanes so
bikers do not have to fear being hit by a vehicle, and making SEPTA safe
so all feel comfortable riding it. Additionally, I am in support of congestion
pricing, which, after we make the previous changes, will encourage people
to take alternative modes of transportation to cars.

1. What are your solutions to ensure SEPTA rebuilds its ridership post-pandemic?

In order for SEPTA to rebuild its ridership we must make it safe for all. This
means making sure buses, bus stops, subways, and subway stops are free
from violence and have ample security. We also need to put an end to
smoking on SEPTA. While the Mayor does not have control over SEPTA, I
will use my influence to push for these changes. SEPTA should also have
an incentive for a period of time to decrease costs to riders or even make it
free, in order to regain the pre-pandemic ridership.

Personal Travel Habits:

1. How often do you ride a bicycle for transportation in the city?

[X] Never           [  ] Yearly           [  ] Monthly           [  ] Weekly           [  ] Daily

1. How often do you ride public transportation in the city?



[  ] Never  [  ] Yearly  [X] Monthly  [  ] Weekly  [  ] Daily

1. How often do you travel by car in the city?

[  ] Never  [  ] Yearly  [  ] Monthly  [X] Weekly  [ ] Daily

1. Will you commit to taking public transportation at least one week of each year while in office?

[X] Yes  [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

1. How do you typically commute to work? Describe your experience traveling in Philadelphia and what
you would do to improve it.

I walk to work most days. When I can walk somewhere, whether it be to the office, to a meeting, to a restaurant or
anywhere else, I always choose to walk. I enjoy getting to interact with the city, see my neighbors, run into friends,
and check in on how our businesses are doing. As I stated previously, our sidewalks need a lot of work and as
Mayor I will institute a systematic sidewalk upgrade program.

HOUSING & LAND USE
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

1. Do you support eliminating minimum parking requirements for all of Philadelphia’s zoning categories?

[  ] Yes  [X] No  [  ] Other: __________________

1. Will you veto or vote against downzoning overlays?

[X] Yes  [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

1. Do you support legalizing Single-Room Occupancy dwellings (SROs) in all multifamily and commercial
zoning districts across Philadelphia?

[X] Yes  [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

1. Will you support designating Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) overlays city-wide, allowing
increased commercial and residential zoning density near all rail transit stations in Philadelphia?

[X] Yes  [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

1. Should our city government encourage the growth of Philadelphia’s population back to 2 million
residents?
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[X] Yes  [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

1. Should our zoning allow for denser housing in high-income, high-amenity neighborhoods to
accommodate more residents?

[X] Yes           [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:

Do you support eliminating minimum parking requirements for all of
Philadelphia’s zoning categories? I do not support eliminating minimum
parking requirements for all of Philadelphia’s zoning categories as it should
be reviewed on a case by case basis. For transit oriented development
where there’s accessible transit that would make sense. However, in
communities where there isn’t good access to transit it isn’t realistic. The
parking needs to match the reality of the development.

Long Response:

1. The affordability crisis hits renters harder than owners. Philadelphia Local Initiatives Support
Corporation (LISC) estimates the city needs about 70,000 affordable rental units to meet demand. How
will you address this affordable housing shortage?

One of the ways I will address Philadelphia’s affordable housing shortage is
by eliminating/dramatically reducing the city’s current inventory of
residential properties in the Land Bank by converting them to affordable
housing. Through this initiative, I will focus on working with emerging
minority-owned development firms as a way to increase opportunity for
minority business owners. All developers on this initiative would be
expected to enter into a long-term affordable housing arrangement.

My administration will also use new financing tools to assist developers
who commit to develop affordable housing, such as including a bond
offering with a 40 year amortization, which would help developers reduce
their breakeven to hit our targeted rent. We can meet all of the housing
needs of the city, we simply need to be creative.

1. Record low housing supply has pushed up home prices, closing off the possibility of home ownership
to many first-time homebuyers. The median home value in the Philadelphia metropolitan area has
reached $320,000, increasing $100,000 from 5 years ago. How can we keep neighborhoods affordable
and sustainable as Philadelphia sees more growth and development?

In addition to having properties in the Land Bank be turned into affordable
rental units, we will consider Philadelphia residents, who are able to
renovate the home, purchasing them.



1. Philadelphia faces some serious headwinds from more residents and businesses considering leaving
the city for the suburbs, more than at any point in the last two decades. What do you think must
happen to ensure the region’s economic recovery after the COVID-19 pandemic comes out in
urban-Philadelphia’s favor?

Our top priority must be restoring safety in Philadelphia. Part of that is
hiring the 1,500 officers we are missing from the police department. In
rebuilding our police force, we must also re-envision the way we police our
communities. We must build strong community ties, ensure we are
diversifying our police force by recruiting from neighborhoods from across
the city, and open rec centers and libraries to help occupy young people.
We must also invest in improving our forensic resources and cameras so
that we can successfully prosecute violent criminals. Additionally, as Mayor
I will work with the State and Federal law enforcement agencies to crack
down on ghost guns and organized crime.

Another thing we must do is put a 5% cap on real estate tax increases on a
home by home basis. So, even if your house goes up in value, you won’t
see an increase beyond 5%, which is especially in neighborhoods that are
being gentrified. My administration will also implement career and technical
education in our K-12 schools to uplift our youth out of structural poverty.
Lastly, I plan to hire a Commissioner of Arts, Culture, and Fun so we can
take our place as a destination people want to live in and visit.

CLOSING STATEMENT
Tell us more about what you bring to the table as an ally for urbanist politics in City Hall. Why should 5th
Square endorse you over other candidates running for your position? What makes you the right person
to advance the urbanist movement’s goals politically at the local level?

I recognize the urbanist movement’s goals aren’t simply an agenda, they
are actions and initiatives vital to the prosperity of our city. Philadelphia has
an opportunity to re-envision itself as a new type of urban center - one that
enjoys the traditional benefits of a major metropolitan area, while also
prioritizing the elements of sustainability, and a green agenda that were not
originally considered when our nation’s major cities were being developed
and built. Philadelphia has the opportunity to ensure that we are providing a
superior quality of life, leveraging our neighborhood focus and redefining
the urban American experience.  I believe I am the only candidate with a
history of envisioning and accomplishing big things. A new Philadelphia will
require a new vision and each of the other candidates is mired in the
politics of business as usual. To accomplish the bold vision that 5th Square
embraces, we need a bold vision in City Hall. I am the only candidate that
will bring that vision to the Office of the Mayor.




