
INTRODUCTION
What is your name as it will appear on the ballot?

John B Kelly

What office are you seeking?

City Council, At-Large

Campaign Committee Name & Address:

Team Kelly

Campaign Website Address:

kellyforcouncil.com

Candidate Introduction:

I am a 3rd generation Philadelphian.  My family is from East Falls, I raised my kids in Chestnut
Hill and have lived in Center City for the last 12 years.  My wife, Alexandra, and I enjoy urban
living because of the convenience, the connections with our neighbors, and the reduced
environmental impact of our lives.

My career has been 20 years working with municipal entities across the US, including the city of
Philadelphia and PGW, and 12 years with small manufacturing firms in Germantown, North
Philadelphia and the Northeast.  This experience has prepared me for Council and the work I
hope to do to improve city services from public safety, clean streets, open rec centers and
libraries, and enforcement of the rules that make urban living better.



ROADWAY SAFETY
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

1. a) Will you commit to reducing Philadelphia’s annual traffic deaths in half by 2026?

[ X ] Yes [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

b) Do you support redesigning Philadelphia's most dangerous roadways if this means eliminating
travel lanes for automobiles and parking spaces?

[ X ] Yes [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

c) Daylighting is a pedestrian safety measure achieved by replacing curb parking spaces near an
intersection with flexible posts, planters, or bollards – increasing visibility for pedestrians and
drivers. Do you support daylighting more intersections in Philadelphia if this means removing
parking spaces?

[ X ] Yes [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

2. Will you support a ballot measure to establish a PHL Department of Transportation, combining
the transportation division of the Streets Department with the Office of Transportation,
Infrastructure, and Sustainability (oTIS)?

[  ] Yes           [  ] No [X ] Other: Sounds like a good idea, but would like to learn what
the missions of each are and whether they can be met better with a single department.

3. After two terms in office, the Kenney Administration will have built 30 miles of protected bicycle
lanes. Will you support an expansion of Philadelphia’s network of protected bicycle lanes by an
additional 30 miles by 2028?

[ X ] Yes  * [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

4. a) The pilot speed camera program on Roosevelt Blvd has changed driver behavior, improved
safety, and saved lives. Do you support making the speed cameras on Roosevelt Blvd permanent?

[ X ] Yes [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

b) Do you support expanding speed camera enforcement to more high-crash corridors across
Philadelphia?

[ X ] Yes [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:

3. I support expansion of bike infrastructure because of the health, environmental, and traffic
benefits,  but we need to work on the planning.  I believe it should be based on community
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needs to provide a healthy, safe, low cost transportation option to connect a community to
work, shopping and recreation.

There is a perception that bike lanes represent gentrification.  Bike advocates can counter this
by having the planners engage with communities to see how bike lanes can address their
needs and not just where developers want them to provide an amenity for their new
tenants/customers.

Long Response:

5. Despite the city taking a Vision Zero pledge to reduce traffic deaths to zero by 2030, more than
120 people died on city streets in 2022. What will you do to significantly lower the rates of traffic
deaths in Philadelphia?

We need more speed and traffic cameras on dangerous corridors and problematic
intersections. We need to prioritize the safety of all people, instead of only concerning our road
policies with drivers.The expansion of bike lanes and public transportation is essential here, as
this will create less reliance on cars, and make the elimination of some driving space more
viable. The combination of monitoring and regulating high accident areas, along with
eliminating driving in others, will greatly reduce traffic deaths in our City.

6. Many curb cuts, crosswalks, bus stops, and sidewalks across Philadelphia are routinely blocked
by illegally-parked vehicles. How will you address this specific problem?

I agree that we should expand the jurisdiction of the PPA so that they can enforce all parking
related matters and let the police focus on public safety.

In addition to the issue you note in the question, parking in bike lanes is a big problem from
Ubers to delivery vans to church goers, the lanes are frequently blocked forcing the bike into the
car lane, defeating the goal of separation for safety.  In many cases, there is ample loading
zone space on the block for the deliveries and ride shares, but the bike lane is chosen because
it is easier.

7. What is your plan to ensure the city’s sidewalks are safe and usable for all pedestrians, including
people with disabilities and families with strollers?

It is the obligation of property owners to maintain their sidewalk and L&I should enforce this
responsibility.  That being said, there are cases when the landowner may not have the
resources to meet this responsibility and we should develop a program to assist or enable
deferment of the cost of repairs in order to improve the safety of the street for the public.

A subset of this issue is construction zone treatment of sidewalks.  The city should require
them to maintain safe passage of pedestrians on the sidewalk throughout construction.



PUBLIC SPACE
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

1. Will you support an expansion of the current municipal street sweeping program, even if it means
non-compliant motorists may receive parking violations or have their vehicles towed?

[ X ] Yes [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

2. Do you support easing regulations on outdoor dining streeteries and facilitating more parklets
and pedestrian plazas even if this means eliminating space for parking?

[   ] Yes [x ] No [  ] Other: __________________

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:

2 My objection is not about the parking. I do think most of the Streeteries are not well built and
are unattractive and may be a safety issue if a car goes out of control.

If they are permitted long-term,  there should be standards of construction and compensation
to the City for the private use of public land.

Long Response:

3. Place-based interventions like greening vacant lots, repairing abandoned homes, and planting
street trees in Philadelphia is linked to a reduction in violent crime, a decrease in illegal dumping,
and lower rates of depression among residents. How will your office work to accomplish these
place-based interventions in historically-disinvested neighborhoods?

I very much support the expansion of the tree canopy for all the reasons above.  In the design,
we need to consider the layout of the street trees and lighting so that people  feel safe - many
people feel trees obstruct field of view and provide hiding places, making them feel less safe.

4. Philadelphia’s public spaces suffer from two main types of improper waste disposal: littering and
illegal dumping. For decades, the City’s reduction and removal efforts have been woefully
inadequate. What would you do to solve this issue?

We need to start with a crackdown on illegal dumping, holding those that do it and those that
hire them accountable. I do not think it is desirable or affordable to put cameras in every
location that might attract dumpers, but as proposed by Councilmember Thomas, almost every
citizen has a camera on their phone, and paying a bounty to those that capture video evidence
of dumpers could achieve the same results. Strict enforcement and fines will lessen dumping,
and decrease the resources needed for cleanups.

The property owners and/or the City must clean up the dumping that is not deterred right away
to discourage further dumping.

A key source of trash on the street  is trash being put out improperly (wrong day or inadequate
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containers) resulting in the trash being blown up and down the street.  Residences should be
issued warnings and citations for this.

People litter when the streets are already dirty, if we increase street cleaning, and deal with the
above sources of trash on our streets, litter will decline significantly.  More and better
maintenance of public trash receptacles would also help with the balance.

5. The city has struggled to staff and adequately fund city services, which has resulted in reduced
hours at libraries, pools, and recreation centers. How would you ensure consistent and convenient
hours for these facilities?

Staffing I do not understand when we have significant unemployment and underemployment in
this City.  This is a management problem in not connecting workers to the jobs.  We need to
identify and remove the barriers that are preventing this connection, whether it is training,
outreach, or city hiring rules.

Budget resources are always a challenge - balancing one need against another, but in the
current situation of crime being driven by young people, we must prioritize bringing the libraries
and rec centers back to give young people safe, productive places to be after school.

TRANSPORTATION & TRANSIT
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

1. Do you support the City of Philadelphia enrolling all municipal employees into the SEPTA Key
Advantage program?

[   ] Yes           [  ] No [ X] Other: I love the idea of increasing the ease of access - I
know I use SEPTA more now with a Key Card in my pocket, but this would blur the lines of
compensation and subsidy with budget implications.  Perhaps issue every employee a
key card with a “free sample” deposit leaving them to add their own money thereafter.   I
prefer more direct policies. If we want to provide SEPTA more money, increase our local
support, if we want to pay our workers more, pay them more.  If we want to encourage
public transit, ease access and make the service better.

2. Do you support the City establishing a fare discount program for low-income riders?

[  ] Yes           [  ] No [ X] Other: Is SEPTA equipped to administer a low income
program?  If not, perhaps other agencies could administer a program.  SEPTA is a transit
authority and should focus on delivering the best public transit services possible.

3. Do you support congestion pricing - a toll for vehicles entering Center City and University City
during peak travel times - with funding used for improving public transportation?

[  ] Yes           [  ] No [ X ] Other: __Revisit this once the city returns to full occupancy -
,post covid.  At that time perhaps a higher parking tax is a possible solution, with a credit
for those who reside in the city to encourage daily commuters to shift to public transit.
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4. Do you support increasing the cost of monthly residential parking permits and using the funds for
improving public transportation?

[ X ] Yes [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

5. a) Do you support expanding bus-only lanes throughout Philadelphia, even if this means removing
a lane of travel for personal vehicles or parking?

[ X ] Yes [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

b) Do you support using camera technology to enforce bus-only lanes and bus stops by ticketing
violators?

[ X ] Yes [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

6. Will you advocate for increasing local transit funding to SEPTA?

[ X ] Yes [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

7. Do you support a subway/metro line for Roosevelt Blvd?

[ ] Yes [  ] No  [ X ] Other: _Need more information on projected passengers vs
costs, and if other solutions like extending the El would be better__

8. The City of Denver launched a popular e-bike rebate program in an effort to reduce vehicle miles
traveled. The rebate program offered $1,200 for income-qualified residents and $400 for everyone
else for e-bike purchases. Do you support a similar program here in Philadelphia?

[  ] Yes  [  ] No  [ x ] Other: not until there is clarification on the category - some
e-bikes are too fast - the line is blurring between them and motorcycles. - see note below.

9. Do you support micro-mobility initiatives such as scooter share programs for Philadelphia?

[   ] Yes [ X] No see note below [  ] Other: __________________

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:

4. more for second household vehicles and/or higher permit costs for larger vehicles - I pay the
same for my Smart Car that takes half the space of a Suburban.

8. My concern on e-bikes is the expanding gray area between bikes and motorcycles.  E-bikes
that travel 15-30 miles an hour are a problem .  Should they be in the bike lane or the Auto lane?
Their size and weight are appropriate for the bike line, but the speed differential makes them
more appropriate for the car lane.  I have had more close calls to being hit by the individuals
using e-bikes than any other vehicles.

9. The scooter programs I have seen in other cities (Phoenix and DC) leave the sidewalks
littered with scooters - a tripping hazard, an obstacle for the handicap, and an eyesore.



Long Response:

10. What are your ideas for combating Philadelphia’s problem with traffic congestion?

Improve the safety and quality of public transit (see number 11)

When CC returns to full occupancy (post covid), we should look at options to discourage auto
usage and encourage transit, but right now we need people to come back to work in the City.  If
you want people to be able to afford their housing, they need their waiting job to be more than
Tue - Thursday.

Options to consider when people are back would include:
- higher parking taxes in CC and other congested areas to discourage people bringing their cars
into CC (existing collection system would make it easy)
- Commuter fee: look to other cities like London to see what methodologies work but a whole
new process and enforcement and collection could be challenging.

11. What are your solutions to ensure SEPTA rebuilds its ridership post-pandemic?

Safety,

Signage (to make it easier for people to use), and

Cleanliness.

Personal Travel Habits:

1. How often do you ride a bicycle for transportation in the city?

[  ] Never  [  ] Yearly [x ] Monthly [  ] Weekly  [  ] Daily

2. How often do you ride public transportation in the city?

[  ] Never  [  ] Yearly  [  ] Monthly  [  ] Weekly [ X ] Daily

3. How often do you travel by car in the city?

[  ] Never  [  ] Yearly  [  ] Monthly [ X ] Weekly [  ] Daily

4. Will you commit to taking public transportation at least one week of each year while in office?

[ X ] Yes [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

5. How do you typically commute to work? Describe your experience traveling in Philadelphia and
what you would do to improve it.

I almost exclusively use SEPTA to commute, primarily taking the El or the Walnut/Chestnut bus
routes.  I think the solutions that would improve SEPTA ridership would also improve my
experience, and that of regular SEPTA users : Safety, Cleanliness, Communication and signage,
and cost.



HOUSING & LAND USE
For 5th Square's positions on these issues see: https://www.5thsq.org/2023_issues

Short Response:

1. Do you support eliminating minimum parking requirements for all of Philadelphia’s zoning
categories?

[ X] Yes [  ] No  [ X ] Other:

Yes in Center City and other areas with high density and access to public transit, but
otherwise depends on local concerns

2. Will you veto or vote against downzoning overlays?

[ X ] Yes [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

3. Do you support legalizing Single-Room Occupancy dwellings (SROs) in all multifamily and
commercial zoning districts across Philadelphia?

[  X  Yes [  ] No           [  ] Other: _
In concept,  yes, but I need more information about proper oversight, management, and
safety conditions.  My uncle lived his last few years at the YMCA on Arch street..  it kept
him from being homeless and helped him maintain his dignity.  Not all organizations are
the Y, so I would want to understand the guardrails on this.

4. Will you support designating Transit-Oriented Development (TOD) overlays city-wide, allowing
increased commercial and residential zoning density near all rail transit stations in Philadelphia?

[ X ] Yes [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

5. Should our city government encourage the growth of Philadelphia’s population back to 2 million
residents?

[ X ] Yes [  ] No  [  ] Other: __________________

6. Should our zoning allow for denser housing in high-income, high-amenity neighborhoods to
accommodate more residents?

[ X ] Yes [  ] No           [  ] Other: __________________

Use this space if you’d like to elaborate on any of the above short response questions:
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Long Response:

7. The affordability crisis hits renters harder than owners. Philadelphia Local Initiatives Support
Corporation (LISC) estimates the city needs about 70,000 affordable rental units to meet demand.
How will you address this affordable housing shortage?

Two sides of affordability, income and costs.  Our housing is less expensive than most of the
other metro areas.  Costs have risen in recent years which means Philadelphia is an attractive
place to live.  That is a good thing.

We need to increase supply to meet the new demand and bring costs down, (see 8), and

We need to improve low income wages - economic development that brings in jobs that will
bring up low income wages, and education to bring up the earning capacity of this population.

8. Record low housing supply has pushed up home prices, closing off the possibility of home
ownership to many first-time homebuyers. The median home value in the Philadelphia
metropolitan area has reached $320,000, increasing $100,000 from 5 years ago. How can we
keep neighborhoods affordable and sustainable as Philadelphia sees more growth and
development?

We need to increase supply by building more housing, including 20%+ affordable housing

We need higher density, a requirement for low income units in large projects,  and getting more
property and lots back into the market.

Developers need to make money on low income housing or they will not build it.  - PHA uses tax
breaks to help do that and the City should look at what we can do to help.  Can the cost of
construction or transaction costs be brought down by the City without compromising safety
and appropriate pay for skilled workers - union and non-union.  Can the City put land back into
the market at low cost and ensure it will translate into low income housing (not more profits for
the developer) - these are the things I would look into.

9. Philadelphia faces some serious headwinds from more residents and businesses considering
leaving the city for the suburbs, more than at any point in the last two decades. What do you think
must happen to ensure the region’s economic recovery after the COVID-19 pandemic comes out
in urban-Philadelphia’s favor?

This starts with addressing public safety. Many residents, potential residents, or businesses
leave or do not come because of the gun violence problem and the conditions around public
safety, real and perceived. We also need to focus on the greenification and cleaning up of our
City. This is important in and of itself, to attract and keep people and businesses, but also
contributes to safety and feeling safer. Improved public transportation, as has been discussed
throughout here, is also a key to attracting and keeping residents. Driving is easier in the
suburbs, so if someone has to drive to get around because public transportation is not cutting
it, they will likely leave. Affordable housing must also be a priority here, especially in
neighborhoods with access to public transit and jobs, so that families and individuals are not



priced out of our City. In addition to affordable housing, we need to make purchasing a family
home in the City viable beyond just the cost, but also by improving our schools so that families
can stay. If an equally priced house in the suburbs gets you a much better school, families will
choose the better school district. Through improvements and adjustments in State funding, as
is currently unfolding, we can improve our schools without raising property taxes.

CLOSING STATEMENT
Tell us more about what you bring to the table as an ally for urbanist politics in City Hall. Why
should 5th Square endorse you over other candidates running for your position? What makes you
the right person to advance the urbanist movement’s goals politically at the local level?

1) I live this lifestyle - a 950 sf house, with a green roof, a 1 smart car household with low
mileage as we walk and use public transit for our commutes.  I love this lifestyle and
hope that it shows others the benefits both to myself, my community, and the
environment.  I do not feel I am doing without - I know I am living better.

2) I support almost all of your issues and initiatives, and have been upfront with the ones
on which I differ. Not currently being in office, I am not fully up on all the details, but I
am learning and open to listening to your ideas.

3) My experience with municipal clients and running small manufacturers in Philadelphia
along with my volunteer work with the Fairmount Park Conservancy and the Prince
Albert Foundation (an international environmental foundation) prepare me for the work
of council but in a different way than someone who has been working for the City for
many years.  I bring a new view and a new energy, with relevant experience.


