
Ten Point Plan
• Restore ABC funding
• Guarantee funding certainty
• Protect the ABC’s independence
•  Fully fund the ABC’s emergency 

service

• Say no to privatisation
•  Offer comprehensive regional 

and rural services

•  Increase programming for 
children and young people

• Fund more Australian content
•  Enhance Australian and 

international news

•  Carry out a major upgrade of  
transmission services
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Save our ABC
Our ABC is our most trusted source of news. It entertains us with the 

best local content. And it saves us from deadly disasters. Whether 
it’s floods, bushfires or COVID, the ABC is there for all of us.

A strong public broadcaster is essential for a healthy democracy. But, since 
2014 the ABC’s funding has been slashed. Its independence has been 
threatened. The ABC is a precious national asset. 

Please join us in guaranteeing its future. Sign the petition and read our  
Ten Point Plan on our new action website www.voteabc.org.au/
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From the Editor 

Welcome to our Election Issue of Update, in which 
you will find a wealth of information to give you all 
the evidence you need to persuade other voters 

that, without the ABC we would be a much diminished and 
impoverished nation in terms of news, information, education, 
culture, entertainment and lifesaving services in times of 
emergencies. The ABC is vital to the well-being of our democracy, 
especially in its ability to, in an alarmingly confusing, biased and 
bizarre media world, ensure that we have at all times access to 
the truth, without bias, or commercial and political influence.

Survey after survey provides irrefutable evidence that the ABC is 
amongst our most trusted institutions, despite the constant and 
relentless attacks from politicians and organisations representing 
the extreme right, and the Murdoch media. Regular inquiries 
established by hostile politicians have failed to produce evidence 
to back their accusations. Since the election of the Coalition 
Government in 2014, the ABC has been dramatically diminished 
in its capacity to fulfil its charter, laid down by government, by cuts 
to its budget and policy decisions which have been crippling.

What has the ABC Lost Since 2014?

- Over $700m in annual operating funds

-  Over 1200 staff, including its most experienced journalists, 
correspondents, producers, presenters and support staff

-  Most production facilities outside of Sydney and Melbourne, 
and the local programs that they produced

-  The ability and facilities to broadcast to all parts of Australia,  
especially rural and remote via short wave

-  TV and radio services to our Pacific neighbours, especially 
essential emergency broadcasting services

-  TV and radio services into S.E. Asia, India and China, as the 
result of a decision by the Abbott government in 2014

-  Much of the culture, understanding and best-practice 
developed over 90 years as our national, publicly-owned 
broadcaster

The same period has seen great expansion of services to our 
region by broadcasters such as the BBC, and, of course, the 
rapid growth of China as the main provider of service, news and 
information, much to the concern of our government!

We must ask the question: “Can the ABC survive another term of 
Coalition Government?” I believe the answer to be a resounding 
“No!” Please use the information provided for you in the pages of 
this Update to ensure that a secure future for our trusted national 
broadcaster is demanded of all candidates, regardless of their 
political affiliation.

Four Corners Shines Again

I expect that you were riveted to your TV screens, as I was, when 
the Four Corners team brought to our living rooms last Monday 
the appalling tragedy that is the battle for Ukraine at this time. 
We saw once again outstanding professionalism, commitment 

Update 
Publication Information
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electronically? 

Save the planet’s trees and ABC Friends’ printing and postage 
costs and read Update on your tablet or computer. 

Should you wish to change from posted Update to an 
e-Update, and you are a member in Victoria please email 
office@abcfriends.org.au. Members from all other states 
and territories, you can make the change yourself by going to  
www.abcfriends.net.au, and log in by clicking on the 
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From the Editor 

The Sydney Morning Herald 
published extracts from his 
important book on 19 February, 
including these key points:

Many Australians who care about the 
ABC are concerned about its future. 
I am not surprised, given the way in 
which our critics overlook, ignore the 
totality of the ABC’s contribution across 
the nation, every single day.

We know that for democracy to flourish, a nation’s citizens 
must have an independent source of truth that is unbiased 
and committed to providing accurate, relevant information. 
This is the core role played by the ABC. And any attempts to 
interfere with, or undermine, the independence of the ABC, 
by either political or commercial players, must and will be 
resisted at all costs.

The best defence for the ABC against attacks [is] the support 
of the Australian people. I believe we can count on that 
support because now, more than ever, the ABC matters to 
Australia.

It is true that in real terms, ABC funding is 30% lower than 
it was in the mid-1980s. This year, the ABC’s operational 
funding is more than 10% lower in real terms compared to 
2013–14.

Internationally, there have been well organised calls to 
‘‘defund’’ public broadcasters altogether, including in Canada 
and Britain and this right-wing agenda is being amplified by 
social media. The globalisation of news and entertainment 
is creating major new challenges for all media organisations, 
along with many opportunities.

The vast majority of Australians trust the ABC, rely on it, 
value its importance to democracy and think of it as a reliable 
source of news, information and entertainment. For over 90 
years talented artists, reporters, broadcasters and storytellers 
has shaped this unique and irreplaceable Australian institution.

As global giants offer more entertainment choices, and 
commercial investment in Australian content declines, 
the ABC will play an even bigger role in sharing and 
promoting Australian stories and culture [and] continue to 
advocate for a budget which gives us the financial stability 

to comprehensively 
undertake these tasks.

The public funding 
that supports the 
ABC means there is 
no pressure to tiptoe 
around issues that 
may affect sponsors 
or advertisers. Lacking subscribers, the ABC can’t be subtly 
tempted to focus on any particular audience segment or 
demographic with content that caters to one perspective on 
the world.

We can’t take democracy for granted. We can’t take public 
broadcasters for granted either.

Independence certainly does not mean a lack of accountability. 
The ABC is always accountable to the people of Australia. This 
accountability is expressed every day through the roles of the 
six directors (plus the chair) appointed by the government to 
the ABC board for five-year terms.

While the options available to Australians beyond the ABC 
for their news, information and entertainment have multiplied, 
more is not always better. We will need the ABC to play 
its part in addressing new types of information, media and 
social deficits: loneliness and disconnection, fake news and 
conspiracy theories, a distrust in the efficacy of our democratic 
processes.

The ideal level of funding for the ABC is always a matter for 
debate. But it is ultimately about the sort of Australia we want. 
Do we as a nation believe in the notion of an institution serving 
all Australians independently, with a broad charter to provide 
services that the private sector cannot possibly fulfil? I believe 
we do.

ABC veteran Alan Sunderland gave this gloomy heading to 
his review in the February issue of the ABC Alumni Newsletter 
– “It’s a good message, but who is listening?” He ended on a 
happier note: “you won’t find a better summary of what makes 
the ABC vital to Australia’s democracy, culture and way of life”. 

Now More Than Ever: Australia’s ABC was released on 
February 15 as part of the In the National Interest series 
published by Monash University Publishing. It is available from 
the publishers for $19.95

Now More Than Ever: 
Australia’s ABC
by ABC Managing Director David Anderson.  

David Anderson

to bringing us the truth, and courage of that ABC team that has 
been the hallmark of the program over its 50 years of journalistic 
excellence. To Sarah Ferguson and her team, a resounding 
“Thank You!” for allowing us to share in the personal stories 
and experiences from the war zone and the personal risks and 
sacrifices you are making to do so. You are worthy of every award 
that has been justly won by our most influential current affairs 

program, and maintaining the proud tradition of our ABC reporting 
the truth to the Australian people with honesty and courage, such 
as we see nightly from Barbara Miller and her team as they report 
from the battle zone.

Mal Hewitt OAM   ABC Friends
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Australians are about to go back to the polls and, as in past 
elections, ABC Friends will be at polling booths across 
NSW and the ACT to tell voters where the candidates 

stand on the ABC. We will encourage voters to take candidates’ 
attitudes about the ABC into account when they vote. We’ll be 
asking candidates to complete a simple six-point questionnaire 
which we developed in partnership 
with ABC Alumni and ABC Friends in 
other states.

Our key demands:

1.  Guarantee that ABC services 
will remain independent of 
government, free-to-air and free-
to-access, and publicly funded 
from consolidated revenue

2.  Improve funding certainty and 
the ABC’s ability to plan ahead, 
by introducing five-year funding 
agreements, indexed annually to 
compensate for inflation.

3.  Enable the ABC to fulfil its charter 
obligations, including the provision 
of comprehensive rural and 
regional services, by progressively 
restoring the ABC’s operational budget to the level of funding it 
received before the budget cuts imposed in 2014

4.  Ensure that all ABC Board appointments are made from a 
short-list selected on merit by an independent non-partisan 
nominations panel, as laid down in the ABC Act

5.  Restore and enhance funding for ABC International, so it can 
resume its vital role as Australia’s trusted voice in the Asia-
Pacific

6.  Ensure that good quality ABC radio and TV broadcasts can be 
received throughout rural and regional Australia.

Since 2014 the federal government has stripped more than 
$700 million from ABC funding. That’s more than $500 million in 
operational funding and nearly $200m from the ABC’s international 
service. 

Funding cuts have forced valued programs and services to 
be dropped or reduced – not just news and current affairs, but 
original Australian drama and entertainment, children’s programs, 
documentary, sport and the arts, all of which enhance our sense 
of national cohesion, culture and identity. 

The ABC has been a vitally important part of the fabric of 
our democracy for 90 years. In this era of fake news and 

disinformation, the need for a fearless public broadcaster has 
never been greater. But, far too often there have been attempts 
to interfere in the ABC, whether through bogus enquiries or 
through behind the scenes pressure. 

Sally Neighbour, the executive producer of Four Corners, said 
this about one story.”The political pressure applied to the ABC 

behind the scenes over this story 
has been extreme and unrelenting.” 
In addition, Ministers have too often 
ignored the recommendations of 
the officially appointed nominations 
panel in making appointments to the 
ABC Board. We want commitments 
from candidates that they will resist 
interference in the ABC or cuts to its 
funding. We want them to speak out in 
support of the ABC and work actively 
to restore its funding. We want them 
to push for a five year funding cycle to 
improve funding certainty and enable 
the ABC to plan ahead.

Testing times

Our campaign this year will include 
distribution of flyers and other materials, 

as well as digital advertising and social media. To give us a 
solid basis on which to campaign, we used Facebook to find 
out what the general population thought of the ABC and what 
messages would resonate most with voters. What we learnt 
wasn’t surprising. 

•  Australians trust the ABC. They know they can count on it 
during tough times – as we learnt during the past three years 
of floods, bushfires and a pandemic. 

•  Australians oppose cuts to the ABC’s funding. They want a 
fully-funded independent ABC that keeps us informed, that 
asks tough questions and investigates without fear or favour.

• They want more Australian content. 

As part of our campaign preparation, we invited the Australian 
public to become supporters of ABC Friends, and the results 
have been outstanding. We now have more than 50,000 
supporters across Australia, a sure sign that many people 
want a strong, properly-funded and independent national 
broadcaster. The ABC has become an election issue in 2022 
and for good reason. It’s no longer possible to ignore the effects 
of funding cuts or attacks on its editorial integrity. Regardless of 
which party wins office, this growing army of ABC supporters 
will be watching closely and advocating for a secure future for 
this precious national asset. 

Cassandra Parkinson
President, ABC Friends NSW & ACT

Where do the candidates 
stand on the ABC?
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As we approach the Federal Election in May it is 
imperative that ABC Friends and supporters ask 
themselves who do they trust to support a sustainable 

and independent ABC.

Some parliamentarians are known supporters of the ABC but 
unfortunately there are a number who constantly undermine 
the independence of the public broadcaster. These Coalition 
members are ideologically opposed to independent public 
broadcasting and resent the ABC having a role in keeping 
government and other institutions fully accountable to the 
Australian people. They also support the Institute of Public 
Affairs ongoing efforts to privatise the ABC. Several even seem 
to believe that the government should control the ABC as just 
another government department. 

Leader of the Opposition, Anthony Albanese, has committed 
the ALP to a five-year ABC funding cycle, which offers greater  
forward planning certainty and removes the ABC from pre-
election political jousting. ABC Friends wants the Federal 
Communications Minister, Paul Fletcher to match this pledge in 
the best interests of an independent ABC. We are also waiting 
for the Morrison Government to disassociate itself from the 
Federal Liberal Party Council unanimous privatisation vote of 
June 2018 to guarantee that no Liberal Party government would 
adopt this policy.

In the pre-election campaign, all political parties will be asked 
to commit the next Federal Government to establish an 
independent Expert Working Group to advise government on 
the best ways to improve transmission services to guarantee 
access throughout Australia, especially for ABC emergency 
services.

Australian Public Broadcasting has constantly been challenged 
in recent years with Federal Police raids on the ABC Sydney 
headquarters and legal writs issued against the ABC and its 
staff. We need to elect only those people who are committed 
to public broadcasting as central to Australian democracy. We 
cannot risk the future of our ABC .

Make sure that your vote counts in electing Members and 
Senators who will guarantee the ABCs future. 

ABC logo ‘no go’
Posted on ABC Friends website 24 February 2022

Last week in Senate Estimates Senator Andrew Bragg used 
parliamentary privilege to attack the ABC because ABC Friends 
has been using the ABC logo to defend our ABC. The ABC 
subsequently released a statement on its website stating that 
“the ABC does not permit any of its content, logos or intellectual 
property to be reproduced for political purposes” and that 
“approval will not be granted for any use of ABC content or 
logos or any other intellectual property in political advertising or 
political messaging”.

From the  
National President
Margaret Reynolds  

ABC Friends has used the ABC lissajous (the curly symbol) in 
our logo for many years without complaint from any quarter. 
That symbol has helped us convey an important message to 
the world: ABC Friends is here to support the ABC against 
persistent attacks on its independence and massive funding 
cuts. Our campaign has intensified in this election year and it’s 
working. In less than three months our support base has tripled, 
as people from across the country join us to say it’s time to 
restore and secure our ABC. But success has a price. There are 
those who don’t want us to campaign in support of our ABC 
during an election. Those same people don’t like the scrutiny and 
accountability ABC reporting brings to powerful interests.

ABC Friends has begun revising our logo (see above) and our 
campaign materials. But make no mistake. We won’t be 
silenced. In fact, we’re determined to strengthen our campaign 
efforts. In a time of misinformation and attacks on democratic 
institutions across the world, the need for a trustworthy, 
independent public broadcaster has never been greater.

Margaret Reynolds 
ABC Friends National President

0418 181 843

Editor’s Note: When Senator Bragg called for an inquiry 
into the ABC and SBS’s complaints procedures, ABC Chair 
Ita Buttrose accused the Coalition of “political interference” 
and an attempt to “undermine” its independence. See 
Update, December 2021, page 1: “Ita Defends our ABC 
and wins round one”. ABC Friends have an open and clearly 
defined aim: to support the ABC. This contrasts with modus 
operandi of the Coalition Government which in 2020 called for 
donations to the Liberal Party pretending it was for bushfire 
relief. Senator Bragg’s attack on the ABC is similarly sneaky: 
he thinks his “logo no-go” will silence us. ABC Friends will 
not be muzzled. Voters need to be mindful of the barrage of 
attacks on the national broadcaster.

ABC’s future
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The fights over the ABC’s overseas broadcasting began in 
the 1990s, as The Guardian’s Ann Davies shows in her 
1 January analysis of the newly-released 2001 Cabinet 

Papers: John Howard cut the ABC’s budget in 1996 (despite 
promising not to) and the ABC responded by announcing it would 
dispose of its international television service. This was taken over 
by Kerry Stokes’ Seven Network in 1998 but it was losing money 
and, despite $15 million government support, Channel 7 pulled out.  

The foreign affairs minister, Alexander Downer, intervened and 
successfully pushed for Radio Australia to be revived and for a new 
television service, to be tendered by his department. The process 
drew an array of would-be broadcasters, including a start-up led 
by the former ABC chief executive David Hill. Seven and the ABC 
initially declined to take part, until the government persuaded the 
ABC’s managing director, Jonathan Shier, to join in. The ABC’s 
bid won and the government reluctantly signed up, agreeing to its 
demand for editorial independence. The papers show the cabinet 
musing over whether the decision to grant the service to the ABC 
would be seen as “a backflip”. But there were also concerns 
about going with Hill’s private proposal, and the risks of going 
with “an untried company”. The actions of Downer and Shier were 
praiseworthy this time.

Over the two subsequent decades, the ABC has had a diminishing 
presence in the Asia-Pacific region and this was spelt out in “The 
Struggle for Radio Australia.”(Update, December 2021). However, 
things may be looking brighter.

On 12 December Australia’s Foreign Affairs Minister Marise 
Payne released a joint statement with the presidents of the three 
Micronesian countries, Japan’s foreign minister and the US 
Secretary of State.  The statement, “Improving East Micronesia 
telecommunications connectivity”, said the partnership showed the 
nations’ commitment to “transparent, fiscally sustainable, catalytic 
infrastructure partnerships with, and between, Pacific nations”. 

Political reporter Rachel Clun gave details in the Sydney Morning 
Herald: “The partnership will build a new undersea cable to give 
Kiribati, Nauru and the Federated States of Micronesia faster and 
more reliable internet connections. Australia’s efforts to help build 
critical infrastructure in the Pacific have been increasing. There 
will be more cooperation between Australia and other like-minded 
countries in the future to help provide vital services in the region 
without the burden of debts from loans backed by China. In 
addition, better internet will provide the 100,000 people across the 
three Micronesian countries economic growth, more development 
opportunities and improve living standards”.

On 20 December ABC Managing Director David Anderson said in 
a Herald interview with media and communications journalists Zoe 
Samios and Rob Harris: “The national broadcaster is preparing 
to step up its presence in the Asia-Pacific region significantly next 
year, more than seven years after its cable channel dedicated to 

the region was 
shuttered”. The 
ABC’s planned 
Pacific push 
comes against a backdrop of 
rising tensions between Australia and 
its largest trading partner, China, and as 
China’s influence across the region strengthens. A 
Chinese-backed bid to lay the undersea telecommunications 
cable was sunk in June after the US said that it posed a security 
threat.

The ABC, which had accredited reporters in China since the mid-
1970s, no longer has any there. The ABC previously operated The 
Australia Network, which broadcast its content into 46 countries 
across the region including Papua New Guinea and Indonesia. 
But the service was shut down in 2014 following budget cuts 
by the then Abbott government, a move critics say has hurt 
Australia’s soft diplomacy power in the Pacific. 

While starving the ABC, the government provided billions 
of dollars to commercial ventures in the Asia-Pacific region. 
Australian Financial Review journalists Lucas Baird and John 
Kehoe gave an example in their 25 October article: “Taxpayers 
bankroll Telstra’s $1.9 Digicel buy”. They say the deal to purchase 
of Digicel Pacific was “unprecedented” with Telstra contributing 
only $ 374 million and the government injecting more than $1.8 
billion in debt and equity and insurance. This was done to ensure 
China does not take over the telecommunications network 
operating in six island countries neighbouring Australia. The 
government has also completed multi-million dollar agreements 
with commercial TV networks 9 Leisure Co, Seven West Media 
and Community Ten to broadcast sport and entertainment to the 
region. 

The ABC confirmed that it will expand its coverage in 2022 and, 
on 21 March, Zoe Samios wrote in the Sydney Morning Herald: 
“ABC to hire for Pacific Expansion”.  After a successful $12 million 
submission to government for boosting its presence in the region, 
the ABC says it will expand ABC Radio Australia’s footprint across 
the Pacific and re-establish three satellite feeds for the ABC’s 
international TV service Radio Australia. It proposes to employ 
more journalists in the region, to create an online learning platform 
for media skills training and support of the National Corporation 
of Papua New Guinea to improve transmission services.  Until 
recently, the ABC’s investment in the area was poor, as discussed 
in the December 2021 issue of ABC Friends Update: “The 
Struggle for Radio Australia.” However, while the news is a 
tick for the ABC for doing something within its very limited 
budget it goes nowhere near what’s needed - the ABC is only 
putting in $12m whereas the cut is more like $200m. Plus 
most of what they’ll be doing is radio, whereas previously it 
was also TV.

ABC to Boost  
Asia-Pacific Broadcasting
Compiled by Diana Wyndham
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ABC Facts to  
Use in Lobbying
Kerry O’Brien issued this call to arms and ABC 
Managing Director David Anderson provided the 
bullets in his remarks to the Senate Environment 
and Communications Legislation Committee on 
15 February 2022:

“The ABC entered 2022 with the value of its services widely 
recognised and appreciated across the Australian community. 
Against the backdrop of a challenging year, the ABC achieved 
its highest reach in a decade in 2021. I am proud that the ABC 
was there when Australians needed it 
most to stay informed, connected and 
entertained.

ABC NEWS finished 2021 as the 
number one digital news brand in 
Australia with more than 63% of 
Australians connected with ABC NEWS 
platforms. 

The ABC is the leading Australian radio 
network with the highest reach and 
share of listening. ABC iview was the 
number one Broadcast Video on Demand Service. Importantly, 
78% of Australians trusted the information provided by the ABC, 
which is significantly higher than all other media institutions and 
information providers.

Throughout the difficulties and uncertainties of the pandemic the 
ABC has continued to deliver quality content and services for 
Australians. In its 90th year the ABC is more relevant to Australians 
than ever, which is a testament to the resilience, adaptability, and 
commitment of all ABC staff. 

On top of these very strong audience results, the ABC’s 
commitment to regional and rural Australia has never been 
stronger. The vast majority of people living in regional and rural 
Australia overwhelmingly support and trust the ABC, and we are 
delivering on those relationships. This includes recent research 
commissioned by the Page Research Centre which found that 
76% of people living in regional Australia trust the ABC to deliver 
balanced, accurate and reliable news, 73% of those surveyed 
believe the ABC had a “good and realistic interest in and 
understanding of, all aspects of regional Australia.”

The completed agreements with Google and Facebook will enable 
us to take our commitment to regional and rural Australia further 
and employ even more journalists to add to the 550 content 
makers that we have outside the capital cities. By March there will 
be an additional 50 ABC journalists living, working and reporting in 
regional and rural Australia; vital growth for the delivery of services 
at a time when those communities have witnessed the reduction 
of media services by some commercial outlets. 

An important part of the ABC’s Five Year Plan is to transform 
from a traditional broadcaster to the nation’s most trusted digital 
content provider - delivering personalised digital experiences that 
are free, reliable and easy to use. ABC iview has more than 4500 
hours of television shows, live performances and films which 

are free and ad free in an a market dominated by international 
streaming services. There are currently almost six million ABC 
accounts which allow people to enjoy the benefits of personalised 
ABC iview services.  In a survey of ABC iview users, 95% 
expressed a strong interest for ABC iview to add personalisation 
features that would require a login. In March, the ABC will be 
requesting ABC iview users to set up an ABC account to enable 
them to watch programs and receive the benefits of the ABC’s 
unrivalled collection of Australian stories, as well as other ABC 
services. This move follows extensive consultations with the 
Office of the Australian Information Commissioner to ensure ABC 
account holders enjoy greater privacy protections than any other 
streaming service in the country.

Finally, I want to acknowledge the government’s recent 
announcement of the ABC’s funding envelope for the next three 
years [which will provide] certainty. This triennial funding decision 
– including the resumption of indexation and continuation of the 
vital Enhanced News Gathering (ENG) program – is an important 
recognition of the vital role the ABC plays. It says a lot that 
there is a bipartisan commitment to, and understanding of, the 
importance of public broadcasting and increasing investment in 
it. A strong national, independent public broadcaster has served 
this country well over 90 years. It has connected and helped build 
a cohesive community and enriched our culture by showcasing 
Australian stories. When democracy is under threat in some 
parts of the world due to increasing misinformation, trustworthy 
sources like the ABC have never been more important. I would 
like to thank the Australian community for its support and invite all 
Australians to help us celebrate 90 years of service to Australia”.

David Anderson

Editor’s Note: Update has written about problems facing 
public broadcasting to the region and “ABC to boost 
Pacific broadcasting” is discussed in this issue. For 
previous articles, see Update December 2018, pp 14-15; 
April 2019, p.3; December 2019, p. 9; September 2020, 
p 13 and pp 20-21 and December 2021, pp. 14-15.  Full 
details are listed in the Update Cumulative Index which is 
now available on the ABC Friends website under ‘news’. 

Kerry O’Brien
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Lies and Falsehoods: The Morrison Government and the 
New Culture of Deceit, by Bernard Keane was selected 
by Sydney Morning Herald reviewers 
Cameron Woodhead and Fiona Capp as 
their non-fiction book of the week on 12 
November 2021:

“While all politicians are prone to fudge the 
truth, Scott Morrison is an “outliar” among 
Australian prime ministers, says Bernard 
Keane, because he lies so routinely to 

Porkies and Pork-Barrelling evade accountability. Keane documents 36 instances of Morrison’s 
brazen mendacity where the PM flatly denies saying things he 
actually said. In this forthright and unflinching analysis, Keane 
traces the rise of shameless lying in politics worldwide to the big lie 
about Saddam Hussein’s supposed weapons of mass destruction 
that formed the justification for the Iraq war. Growing partisanship 
and polarisation among voters have further emboldened politicians 
to feel that they can lie with impunity, seriously eroding the shared 
sense of reality essential to a democratic society. We need to 
recognise where our common interests lie, says Keane, and 
rebuild politics from the grassroots up”.

Editor’s Note: Sadly the book does not include the Coalition’s lies 
and falsehoods, starting with Tony Abbott’s huge lie before the 
September 2013 election: “There would be no cuts to the ABC 
under a Coalition government.”  The massive cuts were listed in 
the RMIT ABC Fact Checker and ‘The Real ABC’, Update, April 
2021. Nick Leys, ABC Head of Communications, corrected the 
‘basket case of inaccuracies’ made by the Institute of Public 
Affairs’ Sinclair Davidson in his anti-ABC book.

Bernard Keane is Crikey’s political editor. Before that he was 
Crikey’s Canberra press gallery correspondent, covering politics, 
national security and economics.  

Bernard Keane, Georgia Wilkins and David Hardaker have also 
compiled an extensive online dossier: www.crikey.com.au/
dossier-of-lies-and-falsehoods.Bernard Keane

Image reproduced with permission of Private Media.

Vale Moss Cass 

The death of 95-year old Moses Henry 
“Moss” Cass on 26 February, was 

followed by obituaries in the Sydney 
Morning Herald by Anthony O’Dowell 
and Tony Wright and in West News by 
Mark Sawyer. While the ABC reported 
extensively on Shane Warne it overlooked 
this feisty political champion of progressive 
causes. Here are some of his achievements: 

In his 1972 policy speech, Gough Whitlam said “Radio and 
television will be transferred from the Postmaster-General’s 
Department to a Department for the Media.” Doug McClelland 
was Australia’s s first Minister for the Media from December 1972 
to June 1975 and Dr Moss Cass took his place as the second 
(and final Minister for the Media) until the dismissal of the Whitlam 
government. Cass created the Special Broadcasting Service 
(SBS) and said good things about the ABC: 

“I think it is a far-fetched suggestion to imply that somehow or 
other deep in the bowels of the ABC there is a little cell working 
away systematically to distort the news reportage and somehow 
or other to paint the Labor Government in glowing terms 
consistently and the non-Labor Opposition as an utter monster. 
My guess is that the ABC often succeeds in displeasing both 
sides of the House because it is attempting to be as impartial as 
is humanly possible.” 

When Rupert Murdoch called Cass’s proposals for a press 
council “sinister”, he declared Murdoch’s newspapers had 
published editorials that veered from “fear to frenzy”, each 

marked by “paranoia and a common vocabulary” and Cass was 
concerned at the capacity for the Murdoch and Fairfax press to 
make or break governments. 

Cass got the press barons to sign up to a press council and he was 
a fan of the irreverent new ABC station 2JJ. 

Senator Penny Wong praised Cass’s contributions: “As a health 
practitioner, he brought a practical understanding of the necessity 
of affordable and accessible health care for working people, 
particularly through his pivotal role in the Trade Union Clinic and 
Research Centre, as well as the development of what is now known 
as Medicare.” 

Brian Howe, deputy prime minister in the Hawke and Keating 
governments, said Cass was responsible for important 
environmental legislation that stopped sand-mining on Fraser Island 
and curtailed the Ranger uranium mine in Kakadu and saved Little 
Desert in western Victoria, the Colong Caves in the Blue Mountains, 
along with the trade union green bans to preserve inner-city Sydney. 
Moss ultimately established the federal government — and the ALP 
— as a player in environmental politics.

He campaigned for abortion law reform in the 1960s and was an 
early advocate for homosexual law reform. In 1973, he ensured 
the issue was bipartisan when he seconded the motion of former 
Liberal Prime Minister John Gorton that homosexual acts in private 
between consenting adults no longer be subjected to criminal law. 

Cass packed a lot in to his life. He was a doctor who trained in 
London in open-heart surgery. He built the first heart-lung machine 
in Australia. He was a key player in Labor’s development of 
Medicare. He was an atheist who criticised Israel’s treatment of the 
Palestinians. Today’s politicians are dwarfed by his achievements.  
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Vale Brian Davies

Brian Davies: TV newsman helped secure freedom for asylum 
seekers’ was the heading for the moving obituary which his 

son Luke wrote in in the Sydney Morning Herald on 8 March. 
Davies was a man of many interests who made his mark in 
broadcasting and as an ABC Friend:

Davies joined the ABC as a news cadet, aged 18 and in his 
first, decade-long stint at the ABC, he covered general news 
and politics for ABC Radio, saw the birth of television from 
the newsroom floor, and was posted to London as a foreign 
correspondent. After a stint with commercial stations, Davies 
rejoined the ABC, working at This Day Tonight and then Four 
Corners, where he became executive producer by 1977. During 
his leadership, the program won a Logie and a UN Peace Prize, 
among other awards. [Insert 26A here]

Later, Davies helped set up Imparja, the broadcaster for 
Indigenous Australians. Davies collaborated with many of 
the most celebrated journalists and broadcasters of the era - 
Margaret Throsby, Bruce Gyngell, George Negus, Mike Carlton, 
Caroline Jones, Peter Luck, Paul Lyneham, Andrew Olle, Peter 
Ross and the British broadcaster David Frost.

Vale  
Rita Hamblin

Rita Hamblin’s daughter Julie 
paid tribute to her mother 

‘Rita Hamblin, the voice of ABC 
in a man’s world’ in the Sydney 
Morning Herald on 3 December 
2021.

At the age of 40, Rita Hamblin 
(1928 – 2021) began her career 
at the ABC as a successful radio 
producer and journalist, no mean 
feat as an older married woman with two young children at 
home. After producing the current affairs program for children 
for several years, she took over as the producer of Contact, the 
first foreign language radio program in Australia and precursor of 
SBS. When a position became available in the ABC’s department 
that produced the radio current affairs programs, AM and PM, 
she moved into radio journalism.  She experienced bullying in 
the workplace and, when she was passed over for promotion 
by a younger, less experienced male colleague, took her case to 
the Federal Court and won. The ABC was ordered to review the 
decision, and she got the promotion.

Rita covered many of the leading stories of the time including 
the Whitlam government’s dismissal and Juanita Nielson’s 
disappearance. In 1975, the ABC sent her to Mexico City to cover 
the First International Women’s Conference, and then to Prague 
to cover the follow-up conference in 1981. Then she became the 
producer of Late Night Live, a program she shaped in its early 
years, bringing in Phillip Adams, David Marr, Yvonne Preston and 
others. She established a formidable reputation, anyone listening 
to AM and PM during those years would most certainly have 
known the name and voice of Rita Hamblin. 

Vale Peter Cundall, AM

Peter Cundall, a much-loved Tasmanian broadcasting and 
gardening identity, was 94 when he died on 5 December.  

His passion for plants began with his childhood vegetable 
patch in Manchester. He became an unlikely star as the earthy 
host of the ABC program Gardening Australia from 1990 until 
2008. His early years were hard, he left school at 12, joined 
the army and was captured and kept in solitary confinement 
but he overcame all this and became a pacifist, horticulturalist 
and conservationist who showed thousands of Australians 
how to raise vegies, prune trees and make compost. As former 
Australian Greens leader Christine Milne tweeted, “he was a 
courageous campaigner for social justice and the environment 
who stood up against Wesley Vale and Gunns pulp mills and 
fought for the forests”.  In 1967 he started perhaps the world’s 
first gardening talkback program on ABC radio, he wrote 
articles, appeared on TV and became Australian Humanist 
of the Year in 2006. He was made a Member of the Order of 
Australia in 2007 and by the time he retired at 81, children all 
over Australia had begun growing vegetable and fruit gardens 
in schools. He spoke of experiencing “the sheer joy of hard 
physical work and producing the best food of all, grown 
without chemicals”. He leaves a green legacy.

Brian joined the Friends of the ABC during Penelope Toltz’s 
presidency and become editor of Update in June 2002 and, 
later in the year when Gary Cook took over the presidency, they 
collaborated on Update. Gary found Brian was a great source of 
support bringing with him a wealth of experience in journalism. 
He relinquished that position in 2004 when the call of his strong 
advocacy to assist asylum seekers and refugees became too 
difficult to address both roles. Typical of Brian, he recruited 
another editor prior to leaving the position.

Brian (left) and the staff at Four Corners
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The Coalition has a demonstrated 
pattern of dishonouring election 
promises to the national broadcaster. 

Communications Minister Paul Fletcher 
is trying to pull a confidence trick on the 
Australian electorate over ABC funding. By 
rolling three years of projected transmission 

and operational funding plus tied grants for regional news 
gathering into one impressive figure the minister’s announcement 
of an end to an indexation ‘pause’ was claimed to have finally 
addressed complaints that the ABC was being defunded by 
the Coalition government. “The evidence is clear: the Morrison 
government has provided strong and consistent support to the 
ABC,” Fletcher wrote in an article published in The Australian. 
But the trick was soon exposed by former ABC editorial 
standards director Alan Sunderland, by The Conversation’s 
media academics Alexandra Wake and Michael Ward. Crikey’s 
Bernard Keane and Glenn Dyer, and The New Daily’s finance 
commentator Michael Pascoe who all concluded that the 
minister’s announcement was pre-election spin. The addition to 
the ABC’s budget, they point out, is trivial.  

They all looked at the history of ABC funding since Tony Abbott’s 
hand-on-heart promise in the 2013 election campaign: “no 
cuts to the ABC or SBS”. The Abbott government’s first budget 
delivered by Treasurer Joe Hockey in 2014 reduced the ABC’s 
three-year appropriation effectively by 10 per cent … So that 
is $106 million per annum: gone.  As a consequence of the 
2014 Hockey defunding the ABC Board had to restructure and 

downsize the organisation, shedding staff, dumping programs, 
production, acquisitions and services.  

In 2014 then foreign minister Julie Bishop unilaterally terminated 
the ABC’s 10-year Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
contract after just one year, worth just short of $200m over 
the remaining nine years, decimating the ABC’s multilingual 
broadcasting and online services in the Asia-Pacific region, 
and giving China a free go to win the hearts and minds of our 
neighbours. 

In 2018 the Turnbull government with Treasurer Scott Morrison 
imposed an indexation “pause” for the next three years, as an 
incentive on the ABC to drive further “efficiencies”. The pause cost 
the ABC $83.749m from 2019 to 2022. The “efficiencies” were 
further reduction of programs, supply contracts and services. 
New broadcasts were Australians discontinued, there were more 
repeats of British drama shows on prime time, and TV production 
outside Sydney and Melbourne was terminated. Another 200 
program-makers received long white termination envelopes. 

The ABC told Budget Estimates: “In addition to the cumulative 
reduction over the Triennium to 2021-22 of $83.7 million, the 
ongoing impact from mid-2022 is a reduction to the indexed 
funding base of $41.3 million per annum.  While indexation to 
base funding is forecast to return from 2022-23, there will be 
an ongoing impact on funding in the forward years from the 
indexation pause.”  Herein lies the confidence trick. Ending the 
indexation “pause” will apply from an already lowered base. 

Wake and Ward (The Conversation): “While ending the freeze 
means future ABC funding will 
take some account of inflation, it 
does not address the impact of the 
freeze itself from 2019. In answer 
to a Senate Estimates question in 
October 2021, the ABC said this 
would result in a funding shortfall 
of just over $40 million annually. 
“Our research also factors in the 
ABC’s loss of the 10-year Australia 
Network contract in 2014. This 
resulted in a reduction in funding 
of $186 million. “Certainly, the 
ABC does continue to do some 
international broadcasting but 
it is no longer the dominant 
broadcaster in the region it once 
was. Restoring and even boosting 
the funding that was given to the 
Australia Network would help 
improve Australia’s standing in the 
Indo-Pacific region. “We found 
the total lost funding continues 
to accumulate at well over $100 

Don’t be relieved by that ABC funding 
promise: it’s not what it seems
Quentin Dempster, Pearls and Irritations, 12 February 2022

Cartoonist: Phil Somerville



GetUp! supporting ABC, Sydney Morning Herald, 14 March.
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million annually through 2024-25. If the government truly wanted 
to restore the ABC’s funding, it would need to increase its budget 
by at least 10% annually.”

Since the 2018 boilover (when ABC MD Michelle Guthrie was 
terminated and chairman Justin Milne was forced to resign), new 
Chair Ita Buttrose and new MD David Anderson had been asking 
for future funding certainty following the Morrison government’s 
re-election. Perhaps this explains Buttrose’s response to Fletcher’s 
announcement: “I am delighted with the Government’s decision 

of metrics regarding its delivery of rural and regional activities, 
including the number of ABC staff employed in rural and regional 
Australia”.  On its face this seems reasonable, but will be resisted 
by the ABC if it leads to legislated quotas on the ABC and any 
government-directed deployment of staff. The ABC could be 
further wedged and weakened through Fletcher’s “Statement of 
Expectations” particularly as the trickle of extra money will not 
cover ever increasing production costs in the years ahead.  

The Albanese Labor Party and shadow minister Michelle Rowland 
have publicly committed to restoration of the indexation pause 
money and five years of budgeted funding certainty but with only 
a promise of a review of ABC funding to meet future content 
needs. This is hardly adequate given the destructive defunding 
of the ABC over the past nine years. The ALP has been more 
prominent in its support for the ABC since the 2019 election and 
recently has been calling on the public for donations based on this 
ABC support.  

After the 2019-20 climate change bushfires and the COVID 
pandemic elevated the public’s reliance on and regard for the 
ABC, the ABC’s survival is now clearly a major election issue. And 
as the 2022 election campaign unfolds into an intense battle for 
marginal seats Australians are entitled to ask all candidates if they 
support the full restoration and enhancement of funding for our 
most trusted institution. 

Quentin Dempster is a journalist and a director of ABCAlumni.
net. He and Fergus Pitt starred in a GetUp! video which examines 
the Coalition’s vendetta against the ABC. Search Google under 
“GetUp! Australia” and “The Coaliton is interfering with the 
ABC. Here’s how”.  

Editor’s note: This article has been slightly abridged.

Australians are entitled to 
be deeply sceptical. The 
Coalition has a demonstrated 
a pattern of dishonouring 
election promises. 

to commit $3.3 billion over the next three years to the ABC”. 
Until that announcement Buttrose and her board had no idea 
of future funding beyond June 30 this year. In December 2020 
the minister wrote a threatening letter implying Ita and her Board 
had breached the ABC Act in allowing the broadcast of the Four 
Corners program “Inside The Canberra Bubble”. The program and 
other consequent ABC coverage of ‘the Porter affair’ provoked 
Liberal powerbroker Michael Kroger to denounce Buttrose and 
demand her resignation. The ABC, claimed Kroger, was “throwing 
acid in the face of the Liberal Party”. Buttrose stood her ground 
and hit back last November by saying that the ABC was being 
subjected to intimidation and interference over its complaints-
handling process. Buttrose, her board and management are now 
waiting to see Fletcher’s “announceable” committed to tabulation 
in Treasurer Josh Frydenberg’s federal budget on 29 March. 

Australians are entitled to be deeply sceptical. The Coalition has 
a demonstrated a pattern of dishonouring election promises. 
John Howard in 1996 promised to maintain ABC funding but 
dishonoured that commitment when elected. Likewise, Abbott in 
2013. It can be expected that the Coalition’s current commitment 
will dematerialise if it is re-elected in 2022 and the ABC 
appropriation will be further cut. That is the real politic here. We 
can all expect hostilities to resume if the Coalition is re-elected.

Portentously Minister Fletcher has issued a “Statement of 
Expectations” to accompany his future funding promise. He plans 
to set up a new “National Broadcasting Reporting Framework” 
to be overseen by the regulator, the Australian Communications 
and Media Authority. All content providers, including streaming 
services, national, commercial and subscription broadcasters 
will be required to report exactly on the content they produce 
by genre category. Unlike the commercial TV networks, Nine, 
Seven and Ten, the global video streamers have no legislated 
and mandated content quotas. Neither does the ABC. Content 
quotas would remove the current independent discretion of the 
ABC to allocate resources as the board sees fit. Fletcher wrote: “I 
have asked the ABC to include in its future annual reports a range 
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Most Australians 
want ABC  
Funding Restored  
Australia Institute Poll

On 4 February Guardian Australia’s political reporter Paul 
Karp analysed the results of the independent policy 
think tank Australia Institute’s poll of 1,000 voters about 

ABC funding, independence and democracy:  52% of them the 
want the $84m withdrawn in the last three years restored as the 
broadcaster reveals the extent of cuts since 2014.  According 
to Bill Browne, a senior researcher with the Australia Institute, 
“Australians depend on the ABC for quality news reporting, 
emergency broadcasting and documentaries, drama and 
comedy that tell Australian stories; cuts to the ABC undermine 
its truth-telling mission, cost hundreds of people their jobs and 
mean Australians miss out on quality broadcasting; the ABC is 
an essential part of Australia’s democracy and accountability 
infrastructure”.   

Despite promising no cuts to the ABC and SBS, the Abbott 
government reduced funding to the ABC in the 2014 budget, 
with a further pause in the indexation of funding imposed in 2018 
under Malcolm Turnbull. In 2020 a report carried out for GetUp! by 
the progressive think tank, Per Capita, estimated there has been a 
total of $783 million cut from ABC funding since 2014. In the 2021 
budget the Morrison government gave an extra $30m to SBS, 
but continued to slash the ABC budget - making another $10m 
reduction in its operational funding from $880.56m in 2021-22 to 
$870.34m in 2022-23.

These statistics about cuts to ABC funding come from Senate 
2021-22 Supplementary Budget Estimates. They are in reply 
to ABC Question on notice no 100, 26 October 2021 which is 
available to download here.

•  There have been $526m in cuts to the ABC budget since 2014, 

•  with an ongoing reduction to base funding of $106m per year 
by 2021-22, 

•  In that time, the ABC has slashed 640 jobs, from 4,704 staff to 
4,064 

•  147 jobs were cut as a result of the 2019–2022 indexation 
pause

•  Even after the indexation pause ends, it will continue to cost the 
ABC over $40 million a year.

•  ABC’s savings have also come from discontinuing the 7.45am 
radio news bulletin and ABC Life.

•  ABC has been forced to reduce spending on independent 
production.

The Australia Institute’s Democracy & Accountability Program 
Poll found:

•  52% support restoring the $84 million cut from the ABC over 
the last three-year cycle, over twice as many as those who 
oppose (25%). 

•  61% agreed that “a strong, independent ABC is critical to a 
healthy democracy.”

•  A majority also backed an increase in ABC funding with support 
being strongest for Labor and Green voters and highest in Victoria 
and New South Wales. 

Labor has pledged to protect the ABC and SBS against “arbitrary 
ideological cuts and political interference” by granting the public 
broadcasters funding in five-year cycles. This is in addition to 
Labor’s previous commitment that an Albanese Government will 
reverse Scott Morrison’s cut of $83.7 million to the ABC.  

A Reprise?

On 7 February, three days after the release of the Australia Institute’s 
figures, the Federal government announced that it was ending 
the ABC funding freeze.  Cynics questioned the timing and the 
trustworthiness of the promises. In the ABC’s Media release ABC 
Chair Ita Buttrose said she was “delighted” with the Government’s 
decision to commit $3.3 billion over the next three years to the 
ABC and ABC Managing Director David Anderson said “I welcome 
the funding certainty this announcement brings to the national 
broadcaster for the next three years”. 

National ABC Friends President Margaret Reynolds welcomed the 
news but noted: “The ABC needs restoration of those funds which 
were never received, as well as additional funding to meet ongoing 
technological challenges that have been ignored for nearly a 
decade”.  As Alexandra Wake and Michael Ward make clear in The 
Conversation: “The ABC’s budget hasn’t been restored – it’s still 
facing $1.2 billion in accumulated losses over a decade”.

ABC Alumni Chair Jonathan Holmes said:  “Coalition governments 
since 2014 have cut more than half a billion dollars from the 
ABC’s direct funding. The ABC lost almost $200 million more due 
to the 2014 cancellation of the 10-year DFAT contract for ABC 
International’s Australia Network television service in the Asia-
Pacific”. 

Minister Fletcher’s 10-page attachments to the announcement need 
to be carefully examined - (see Update April 2021 which examined 
Fletcher’s 15 questions to Ita Buttrose in December 2020). As 
Sydney Morning Herald journalist Zoe Samios noted on 9 February: 
“Industry observers have privately suggested the money has been 
provided to avoid the ABC being a problem or distraction during 
the federal election campaign especially in wealthy inner-city seats 
where the Coalition is being challenged by moderate independents”.

Compiled by Diana Wyndham

Cartoonist John Ditchburn, Inkcinct Cartoons, 2014-304.

https://www.aph.gov.au/api/qon/downloadestimatesquestions/EstimatesQuestion-CommitteeId8-EstimatesRoundId12-PortfolioId35-QuestionNumber100


The April 2021 issue of Update discussed the proposed 
deal between the ABC, Google and Facebook as part 
of the News Media and Digital Platforms Mandatory 
Bargaining Code. This code was devised in response to 
the call from the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission (ACCC) for government action to reduce 
the power imbalance between Australian news media 
businesses and digital platforms. 

As reported on ABC News on 4 December, after tough 
negotiations between the three parties, a deal was 
struck with the ABC so that the resulting revenue will be 
used to increase the ABC’s investment in regional and 
rural journalism. The ABC plans to hire more than 50 
journalists to report from over 20 regional locations in 
all states and the Northern Territory, with the positions 
expected to be filled by early 2022. Larger regional 
areas (such as Horsham, Burnie, Dubbo, Wagga 
Wagga, Katherine, Esperance, Karratha, Longreach and 
Toowoomba) will get more support. Smaller bureaus 
will be trialled in Warragul, Batemans Bay, Carnarvon, 
Hervey Bay and Charleville, while individual journalists 
will be stationed in Swan Hill, Whyalla, Victor Harbor, 
Northam and Gladstone.  More remote locations will also 
see ABC journalists embedded there for a shorter period 
of time.  Several new national specialist rounds will 
be added to the ABC’s regional team, covering water, 
mining, social affairs and health. ABC managing director 
David Anderson said they would be in areas that had 
previously been “news deserts”. “We want to provide 
greater coverage of regional stories in areas that are 
under-served by the media,” he said.”

Joanna Woodburn, reporting from ABC Central West 
on 5 November, noted that the boost is dependent on 
federal funding remaining steady and quoted David 

Anderson “The ABC will be able to produce more local 
radio stories for our regional bureaus, more local stories 
for local digital news sites, more video and audio on 
demand. There will be more exposure of regional issues 
to metropolitan audiences on state-wide and national 
programs and platforms.  

Three media academics at the University of Canberra - 
Caroline Fisher, Kerry McCallum and Sora Park – asked 
in The Conversation on 29 November ‘Is the news media 
bargaining code fit for purpose?’ and warned that, as 
these deals are commercial-in-confidence, very little is 
known about how much they are worth, how the money 
will be spent and how effective they will be in supporting 
news businesses. The authors stressed that the news 
media bargaining code was never designed to be a 
silver bullet to fix the ailing news industry. It was part of 
a wider suite of supports for the news media that the 
ACCC recommended.  They concluded “These suggested 
indicators for reviewing the operation of the new code 
are not exhaustive but paint a picture of the complexity 
of the task. It will require co-operation and collaboration 
between government, industry and academia”.  

This injection of funds into the ABC and regional 
journalism is a very welcome news. However, David 
Anderson’s qualification, which Zoe Samios and Rob 
Harris quote in the Sydney Morning Herald on 18 
December, is not welcome news: “For those additional 50 
plus roles that we’re putting into regional Australia - they 
are in there for a 12-month period only, in part to trial 
where we are, but also in part… having the flexibility to 
rethink that should the $14.8 million of enhanced news-
gathering funding not be in our budget because it will 
be a whole of ABC problem,” he says. “I don’t have a 
contingency plan.

Compiled by  
Diana Wyndham

Good News for  
Rural Journalism?
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It is vital for everyone, whether casting a vote for a political party 
or an independent, to vote for candidates who value and support 
the ABC.  Learn the facts and figures by watching a 28 October 
2021 webinar on the ABC Friends website (under Video Gallery 

Campaign) in which noted journalist Quentin Dempster and former 
NSW Fire Commissioner Greg Mullins discussed the challenges 
facing the ABC. They were joined by the President of ABC Friends 
NSW & ACT, Cassandra Parkinson and former President, Ed Davis.



Within a month, 
more than 500,000 
Australians had signed 

former Prime Minister Kevin 
Rudd’s 10 October 2020 petition 
calling for the establishment of a 
royal commission into Australian 
media. (For details, see Update, 
December 2020 page 17). A 
Senate Inquiry was established 
in response to this unprecedented call for action. 

On 9 December 2021 the Senate Environment and 
Communications References Committee, chaired by Senator 
Sarah Hanson-Young (AG, SA), released its hard-hitting 304-
page report into ownership of Australia’s media and its impact 
on democracy. The Committee held five days of public hearings 
and received more than 9,000 submissions, including one 
from ABC Friends (on the ABCF website) and one from ABC’s 
Nigel Henham, Head of Corporate Affairs, to correct the false 
statements which the right-wing Institute of Public Affairs (IPA) had 
made to the Senate Inquiry.

The majority report called for a royal commission-like probe into 
media diversity and the Murdoch press. Other recommendations 
included better financial support for journalism, sustainable 
funding for the ABC, SBS and AAP news wire; a permanent 
trust to fund emerging news outlets and traineeships; better tax 
rates for news outlets and tax deductions for donations to public 
interest journalism; and upgrades to the National Broadband 
Network to better support online journalism. There were two 
dissenting reports - from the Deputy Chair, Senators Andrew 
Bragg (Liberal, NSW), and Sam McMahon (CLP, NT).

Guardian Australia’s Amanda Meade quoted the majority report’s 
finding “that the current regulatory framework is not fit for purpose 
and significant changes are required” and called for a judicial 
inquiry with the capacity for a more comprehensive investigation 
to be conducted at arm’s length of all politicians to allow an 
independent investigation into media regulation and ownership.” 
Zoe Samios in The Age reported Senator Hanson-Young’s her call 
for the Parliament to establish the judicial inquiry.  

Kevin Rudd was quoted by John Butler in The New Daily as 
expressing his “profound disappointment” that members of the 
Coalition government rejected his calls for a Royal Commission 
into Australia’s media”. Rudd commented in Crikey “The campaign 
tackling Rupert Murdoch’s abuses of media power is brave 
and necessary”. He said “Only by continuing to demonstrate 
widespread public support to rein in the Murdoch monopoly, and 
let diversity flourish, can we hope that public figures will gain the 
confidence to join the Senate committee majority in siding with the 
interests of our democracy. Australians know in their guts that it’s 
wrong for one man to wield so much political power, whether it’s a 
far-right American billionaire or anyone else.” 

The Saturday Paper gave an overview in The Post and a link to 
the Inquiry Report which found “Large media organisations have 

become so powerful and 
unchecked that they have 
developed corporate cultures 
that consider themselves 
beyond the existing 
accountability frameworks.”  
The Post summarised reports 
by the journalists quoted 
above and by Matthew 
Elmas who said in The New 

Daily this Inquiry would assess whether a new independent media 
regulator was needed to “harmonise news media standards” 
and oversee an effective complaints mechanism. Not surprisingly 
News Corp outlets were praised in Bragg’s minority report, which 
criticised the Inquiry’s findings and failed to say that Murdoch’s 
American-owned news empire was a key focus of the Inquiry.

In his dissenting report, Senator Bragg dismissed the Inquiry as 
a “shameless political stunt which should not be taken seriously.” 
Bragg was the stunt man who tried to hobble the ABC and assist 
Murdoch’s media. Bragg’s hypocrisy was exposed in Update’s 
December article “Ita Defends the ABC and Wins Round One” 
which outlined his attempt to impose an additional government-
backed Senate Inquiry into the ABC’s and SBS’s complaints 
handling processes. Labor and the Greens, with cross-bench 
support, narrowly derailed Bragg’s first proposal which ABC 
Chair Ita Buttrose branded as “‘Political interference designed 
to intimidate.” The Morrison government was again trying to 
undermine the independence of the ABC, Australia‘s most trusted 
source of public interest journalism and the attack was led by 
Senator Bragg who claimed to be “a strong supporter of the 
ABC”.  

The 16 December Inside Story by Margaret Simons analysed 
News Corp’s “politically charged campaigns against institutions 
and individuals” and noted the strong criticism of both “the 
Australian Communications and Media Authority and the 
Australian Press Council”.  Simons concluded: “Most people now 
accept that government has a role in supporting news media; 
public interest journalism is a public good. We are left to determine 
the appropriate mechanisms. Despite so many inquiries, these 
issues keep coming up, and the sheer number of Kevin Rudd’s 
signatories suggest it is now entering the mainstream of public 
concern. Surely the time for action that is more than piecemeal, 
must be approaching. All that’s lacking is action”.

As The Saturday Paper noted on 11 December “Whoever wins 
the next election now has a stark choice. It is between the 
courage to properly investigate the power of [Rupert Murdoch 
and his company] who have debased the politics of this country 
for decades, or to pretend once again that they don’t know what 
is really happening at the organisation that controls the news and 
every anxiety and forced decision that flows from that enormous 
power”.

Editor’s Note: This Report has 225 entries for News Corp, 208 
for ABC, 111 for Murdoch, 50 for SBS and 44 for IPA. 

Compiled by Diana Wyndham

Media Diversity in Australia

Senators Sarah Hanson-Young, Andrew Bragg and Sam McMahon
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Compiled by Diana Wyndham

Two years ago Penguin published 
The War Against the BBC: How 
an Unprecedented Combination 

of Hostile Forces in Destroying Britain’s 
Greatest Cultural Institution … and 
Why You Should Care.  The authors 
are Peter Barwise (Emeritus Professor 
of Management and Marketing at 
London Business School and former 
chairman of the consumer magazine 
Which?) and Peter York (an author, 
broadcaster & President of UK’s Media 
Society). Many of their points are 
extremely applicable to the ABC:  

•  “The fight to ensure a strong, 
independent, properly funded BBC – 
involves confronting some powerful 
vested interests. The BBC matters because it is central 
to the country’s understanding of itself and the rest of 
the world – and of the world’s understanding of Britain” 
(ix);

•  “The BBC faces five challenges:  1. Consumption 
trends – competition from Subscription Video-on-
Demand – Netflix, Amazon and YouTube (part of 
Google); 2. Cost increases; 3. Attacks on impartiality; 4. 
Extensive bureaucracy and regulation; 5. Funding cuts” 
(xiii);

•  “Right wing ‘research’ groups whose mission is to drive 
tax cuts and deregulation and to roll back the state. 
They include the American Enterprise Institute, The 
Cato Institute, several Koch foundations, the Manhattan 
Institute, the Center to Protect Patient Rights, 
Americans for Prosperity, and hundreds more [which] 
have a significant impact on politics and the media. 
These groups prefer not to be front page news but help 
create it – free markets, tax cuts and pro-fossil fuel.  
This is a conspiracy by multiple players with overlapping 
aims – most funding is hidden and they appear to 
coordinate their messages”. As Jane Mayer noted in 
Dark Money, ‘The IEA [(Institute of Economic Affairs] 
was founded in 1955 by Etonian business man and 
battery-chicken-farm pioneer Antony Fisher and Oliver 
Smedley as a tax deductible, non-partisan charity. They 
were ‘cagey’ and disguise their organisation as neutral 
and non-partisan (so as not to) enable our enemies 
to question the charitableness of our motives’” (106).  
Editor’s note: The Australian subsidiary of the IEA is 
the IPA (Institute of Public Affairs).

•  “The relentless attacks on the 
BBC and the government’s ability 
to cut its funding over time, are 
almost guaranteed to encourage a 
“bunker” mentality; The volume and 
range of programs makes it likely 
to make editorial mistakes and the 
transparency, including FOI requests, 
makes it vulnerable to hostile players” 
(228);

•  Despite the “raucous cyber BBC 
haters - The public relies even more on 
the BBC during COVID” (249-50).

•  “To overseas supporters of liberal 
democracy around the world, the BBC 
‘shines [like] a good deed in a naughty 
world’. However, liberal democracy 

is being challenged by militant 
nationalism, populism, intolerance, 
division and disinformation 
[exacerbated] by social media” 
(253).

The challenges facing the BBC and 
ABC were analysed on ABC News 
(18 January 2022) by Jonathan 
Yerushalmy, who was a senior 
journalist at the BBC between 
2012 and 2020 before joining the 
ABC: “As the BBC is about to turn 

100, it faces the biggest threat yet to its existence it is facing 
sweeping cuts to its programming which could have profound 
effects on fledgling democracies around the world. … “Much 
as the ABC has, the BBC will need to decide whether to 
close whole sections of its output … or to spread cuts across 
the output. [If it chose the latter] and allowed programs to 
stay on air [it would] lead to a real, and noticeable, drop in 
quality”. There are parallels with the ABC. In 2018, the Turnbull 
government froze the ABC’s funding, leading to a round of 
cuts and redundancies.  

The challenges facing independent media are explored 
by television journalist Alan Sunderland in “Welcome to 
2022”,ABC Alumni, 25 January. “Despite public broadcasters 
being the most trusted source of news at a time when it is 
most needed, governments everywhere are searching for ways 
to starve, censor or destroy the ABC instead of delivering 
the secure funding it needs ... It is really about growing 
government hostility around the world to independent media 
who do their job, ask tough questions, and hold the powerful 
to account”.

BBC and ABC  
Face Similar Attacks

 Jonathan Yerushalmy
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South Australia / Northern Territory
The impact of Senator Andrew Bragg’s question to ABC 
Managing Director, David Anderson in Senate Estimates on 15 
February, about the use of the ABC lissajous in our national and 
state logos has impacted our state activity in preparation for the 
Federal election. We were just about to put posters and flyers into 
selected electorates, but not wishing to compromise the ABC 
we have had to bin these and rework how we would proceed. 
Replacing our “controversial” state logo with an interim logo has 
meant a lot of work to reproduce materials that comply with the 
requirements of the ABC: state letter heads, Checking The Pulse 
(state newsletter) email templates, membership forms, pull up 
banners, business cards; the list goes on. 

SA members, Andrew Johnston and Sue Pinnock, worked with 
Bobbie Mackley (WA Friends) and Gia Metherell (NSW/ACT 
Friends) on National’s Merchandise Working Group to deal with 
modifying key merchandise available on the Friends’ Shop on 
the ABC Friends National website. NationBuilder Administrator, 
Phil Evans was pivotal in the work we did. This difficult time, now 
more than ever before, has demonstrated the importance of 
our National organisation. States have rallied together to share 
resources and ideas to progress election campaign activity under 
constrained circumstances.  Fortunately, the timeframes for our 
digital billboard plans in four electorates here in SA were not 
interrupted as we were able to adjust our state logo in a timely 
manner before too much work was done, and our ads will be 
up and running soon. There have been limited offers of help 
from members, leading up to the election, in spite of numerous 
requests, so most of the work has been carried out by committee 
members. Fortunately, an enhanced state committee has been of 
help in this regard. I do want to thank those members who put up 
their hands to help the committee. 

Although our committee started meeting physically at the end 
of last year, in 2022, with the surge in crowds attending Fringe, 
Festival, Writers Week and WOMADelaide programmes, and with 
the occurrence now in Adelaide of a sub-variant BA.2 of omicron, 
more transmissible than the original omicron strain, committee 
meetings have reverted to zoom meetings. 

We are just about to action our questionnaire to candidates 
in selected electorates. The questionnaire asks candidates 
about their response to statements about ABC funding and 
independence. From this we will generate a guide to voters to 
“Vote for the Candidate Who Best Supports the ABC.”

Sue Pinnock
President, ABC Friends SA/NT
National Committee Member 

Tasmania 
Tasmania is ready for an election. Tasmanian Friends have been 
working hard over the past year to finalise strategies and develop 
tools that will work best here in our island state. We have a 
growing list of volunteers (always room for more – email us at 

tas@abcfriends.net.au) who now have the materials they need to:

•  display our posters (featuring the hug graphic developed here in 
Tassie) on their front fence

•  ask local shops and businesses to display our posters in their 
window

• letterbox our flyers

• help out at markets all over the State

Tasmanian Friends have been working hard over the past year to 
finalise strategies and develop tools that will work best here in our 
island state.

We have a growing list of volunteers (always room for more 
– email us at tas@abcfriends.net.au) who now have all the 
materials they need to:

•  display our posters (featuring the hug graphic developed here in 
Tassie) on their front fence

•  ask local shops and businesses to display our posters in their 
window

• letterbox our flyers

• help out at markets all over the State

•  join us with banners held high when key politicians venture 
down

• write letters to politicians and the media.

Our newest national posters

In the past few weeks, we have worked with Friends across 
the country to revise those promotional materials that will be 
invaluable during the coming critical weeks for our ABC.  

Go to abcfriends.myshopify.com to see the range of 
downloadable posters and flyers that carry our new logo and a 
QR code that links to our new election site.  Here are the three 
new posters:

And there are two great new bumper stickers for sale – here is 
one:

We can make a difference here and, if we don’t, it won’t be for 
lack of trying.

Kate Durkin
Secretary, ABC Friends Tasmania
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Western Australia
Hello WA members and other readers. We are small but dedicated 
team here at ABC Friends WA – but there are not enough of us 
to make a huge impact in person, during the election campaign 
or on the hustings, in our aim to inform the general public of the 
necessity of a properly resourced ABC. We spent much time and 
energy during the lead-up to the 2019 federal election surveying 
all candidates on their attitudes towards the ABC. There was 
limited value in this exercise as so many candidates either did 
not respond, or responded with words supplied by their political 
parties, so that we learned little we did not already know. Whilst 
we did advise members of these results, whether the information 
was worth the effort is a moot point.

This time around, we are planning a targeted social media 
campaign as this is a useful way of reaching a large number of 
people and has proved effective elsewhere in the country.  We are 
also considering advertising in community newspapers nearer to 
the election. We will continue to run stalls at markets, though the 
issue with use of the ABC logo (which I’m sure will be covered 
elsewhere in this newsletter), has significantly changed our 
approach to this activity. Before that happened, though, we did 
travel farther afield than we have previously in a trip to Northam 
(yes, I know it’s not really all that far away!)

Northam Market

ABC Friends ignored the weather forecast and went ahead with 
its plan to hold a stall at the Lions Club of Northam’s Saturday 
morning market on 5 February.  A foolhardy band of volunteers 
drove or took the train to Northam on Friday afternoon; one of 
us brought his caravan.  The weather was still hot in the evening, 
but we shared an enjoyable and convivial session of drinks and 
finger food in the inaptly-named Temperance Bar of the Farmer’s 
Home Hotel where a few of us were staying, an hotel conveniently 
located opposite the market grounds, a community park beside 
the Avon River (Northam is the starting point of the Avon Descent; 
has a history of hot-air ballooning, and an impressive and 
informative Indigenous museum, Bilya Koort Boodja). Northam 
(country of the Ballardong people of the Nyoongar nation) is 94km 
from Perth in the WA Wheatbelt, and is part of the very large 
federal electorate of Durack. It quickly reveals itself as a country 
town with a different atmosphere and with other priorities to large 
urban centres, such as shops supplying the needs of farmers – as 
well as all the usual stuff found in high streets everywhere. Sadly, 
many of those shops were vacant. 

We met up early on Saturday morning in the café attached 
to the hotel, and after we’d had what sustenance each of us 
could face on a very hot morning (in my case, coffee only), we 
unpacked the gear from two of our cars: the marquee and its 
bulky paraphernalia, trestle tables, chairs, two large and very full 
suitcases and the banner, all pulled or carried to the site of our 
stall. The market was not well attended, due to the weather of 
course, and we were told that there are usually many more stalls. 
Something to remember when planning stalls in the future, not 
that the weather is very predictable these days.

We were joined by another volunteer, Rob, who drove up in the 
early morning.  We erected the marquee and laid out t-shirts, 
tote bags and aprons on one table, and on the other, stickers, 
badges, bookmarks, copies of the national newsletter, information 
flyers with details about issues affecting the ABC such as funding, 
independence and freedom of the press in a democracy. We had 
a special flyer for this market, asking locals to contact their federal 
member of parliament in Durack, Melissa Price (LIB), in support 
of the ABC.  We gave away all of these flyers and then sourced 
more (which the hotel very kindly photocopied for us). We spent 
the next three hours having conversations with people; Henry, 
Eric and Rob stood up to the heat (it reached 41c!) and tirelessly 
talked to people, discussing our flyers.  Quite a few people said 
they would follow up and contact the MP.  Many conversations 
were held at the stall too, and one person joined up on the spot 
while several others took forms away with them. At 11am, we had 
all had enough; we packed up and either headed homewards or 
back to the hotel for refreshment, air-conditioning, and a debrief. 

At the Temple Bar: (L-R) Ian, Bobbie, Eric, Henry, Rosana and 
Bob. Photo: Cathy Barton

Northam Market: Eric (right) speaks with a local. Photo: Bobbie 
Mackley

Bobbie Beside the Billboard in Northam. Photo: Ian Mackley
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Before leaving Northam, I took a look at our billboard which had 
been up on a main road in Northam since mid-January. Thanks 
to committee members who braved this heatwave action:  Cathy 
Bardon, Rob McCormack, Eric Findlay and Henry Bateman; and 
to Bob Cassie, Rosana Bateman and Ian Mackley. It takes some 
effort on the part of a team of people to organise and run such 
stalls.  They are a very good way of interacting with the general 
public and getting a message across.  ABC Friends around the 
country are making this effort, especially important at this time 
when the ABC is under so much pressure.  I’d like to congratulate 
them all and thank them for their commitment.

Bobbie Mackley
President, ABC Friends WA

Victoria
The Victorian Division is in full election campaign mode in late 
March. All our Groups are preparing for the campaign, and some 
are already very active in their community.

Making sure we are logo compliant

We had a slight hitch when the ABC, under pressure from Senator 
Bragg, asked us to stop using their logo in our election materials. 
We have done so on our website and social media posts. We 
are now removing the ABC logo from all our campaign and 
communication materials, and we will not be using the ABC logo 
for “political purposes”. We will still be very “political” on behalf 
of the ABC – it is an election campaign after all – but we won’t 
use the ABC logo itself. New artwork has been supplied for the 
fixed and mobile banners and shopping centre advertising that is 
currently in place across our six target marginal seats – Deakin, 
Chisholm, Corangamite, Higgins, Dunkley and Casey. Please let 
us know if you have seen these ads in your local areas – and 
even better send photos!

Design changes are 
now being made to 
current flyers and all 
new printed material 
between now and 
the election will not 
include the ABC logo 
or the previous ABC 
Friends Victoria logo. 
We are also producing 
new flag banners for 
our local groups to 
display over freeways 
and at events, and 
new corflutes for 
members to host on 
their front fences.

As we move closer to 
the election, we are 
making sure that all 
of our election-related 

communications comply with Commonwealth Electoral laws. 
These laws recently changed for organisations which allocate 
more than one-third of their total income on electoral expenditure.  
We have assessed the electoral laws which have implications 
for not-for-profit organisations like ABC Friends Victoria, and 
analysed all communications since 1 July 2021 which could be 
deemed “electoral matter”. The definition of electoral matter in the 
legislation covers any communications with the dominant purpose 
of influencing the way electors vote in a federal election. All such 
communications will be costed to determine which of three tiers 
of electorate expenditure ABC Friends fits into, and reported 
internally and to the Australian Electoral Commission.  We have 
ensured that all of our communications meet these requirements.

Victoria local groups are becoming even more active as we move 
closer to the Federal Election. 

Editor’s note: The following images are historical photos, taken 
before the ban on the use of the ABC logo “for political purposes”.

The work of local groups in our chosen marginal seats is also 
being supported by a targeted advertising campaign in local 
shopping centres and on billboards. Mobile billboards will also 
help the Eastern and Geelong Groups spread their messages 
while driving through the Corangamite and Chisholm electorates.

The Ballarat Group joined forces with the ABC Alumni to organise 
a webinar featuring former Media Watch host, Jonathan Holmes, 
on 29 March. Attendees listened to an important discussion 
around the ABC and its Enemies, which covered such questions 
as:

Who is out to destroy or undermine the ABC and why? How can 
we expose and counter them? What is the IPA and what should 
ABC Friends do in response? What is the Murdoch/News Ltd long 
game, what will be its impact, and what should ABC Friends do in 
response?

Ballarat Group members are also taking part in regular local 
markets and have a very active letter writing group.

The Eastern Group campaigning in Chisholm has interviewed 
sitting Liberal MP Gladys Liu and ALP Candidate Carina Garland 
and will interview other candidates soon.

The Eastern Group is also working closely with the Northern 
Group to campaign in Chisholm - Victoria’s most marginal seat. 
Group members have been holding banners above key roads 
in the electorate each week and will continue to do so until the 
election. 

Northern members are also handing out flyers at local railway 
stations.

The Eastern and Boroondara Groups also combined for a stall 
at one of Melbourne’s largest community events, the Glenferrie 
Festival, on 27 March.

The Southern Bayside Group is busy planning ways to 
campaign in the marginal seat of Dunkley, while the Inner 
Melbourne Group is supporting efforts to campaign in the seat of 
Higgins. 

The Geelong Group has been made even busier by the presence 
of the ABC pop-up radio station in Geelong during March. 
The Geelong Group ran stalls outside the pop-up station while 
also maintaining their schedule of local markets across the 
Corangamite electorate. These will include the Golden Plains 
Market in April and the Torquay Farmers Market in mid-May. 

Corflute banner
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The Western Melbourne Group is planning to also have a 
presence at local farmers’ markets during April and May and have 
been working hard to meet local members. Information about 
ABC Friends Victoria has also been provided to CALD programs 
on community radio stations.

While there are not currently local groups in the two marginal 
seats of Deakin and Casey, Local Groups Convenor Gai Mooney 
and Northern Group member Barbara Baker have reached out 
to Friends members in these areas and started conversations 
with them about volunteer activities in the lead up to the election. 
All candidates in the six marginal seats which we have chosen 
(and in other seats) will be asked to indicate their support for 

the ABC across six areas of commitment, including funding and 
independence. Their responses will be compared, and voters will 
be informed as which candidates are more likely to defend and 
support the ABC if they are elected. The 2022 federal election is 
crucial for the future of the ABC, and we need to do all we can to 
influence the result in favour of the ABC. 

Michael Henry
President, ABC Friends Victoria 

Punt Road Billboard

Geelong Market, March 2022.

Southern Highlands
In all the relentless rain we have still been busy and effective. 
We’ve sent out our first newsletter electronically to our 300+ 
supporters and members via our webpage abcfriends.net.au/
southern_highlands_branch

We held a stall in Bowral which drew lots of positive attention 
and sold several ABC Friends merchandise items. One or two 
conversations were a bit prickly, but that’s to be expected. Six 
Committee members engaged with Bowral shoppers for a few 
hours until the rain came down.

Bowral stall set up & ready for visitors. Photo: Angela Williamson.

Bundanoon Stall and a cheerful customer. Photo:Trevor Wright.

Planning is well underway for Southern Highlands students to 
participate in a competition to illustrate ‘What the ABC means to 
them’. There will be five student categories according to age from 
Kinder to Uni and TAFE.  Entries close in early June and winners 
will be announced at our Celebration of the ABC’s 90th Birthday 
on 2 July in Bowral.

We are gearing up for the imminent election and preparing to ask 
all Federal Candidates in the two seats of Whitlam and Hume to 
explain how much support they are prepared to commit to giving 
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be looking at how we can communicate most effectively and this 
will involve use of social media, handing out leaflets, market stalls 
and more. We will attend candidates’ campaign meetings, where 
we will raise the issue of the ABC and press candidates on their 
commitment to the ABC. We will draw up rosters to ensure our 
presence and influence at pre-polling and on polling day. We will 
join forces with ABC Alumni who assisted us magnificently in the 
last two elections in Wentworth.

As indicated in this Update, this is a crucial election for the ABC. 
At stake is the future of the national broadcaster. ABC Friends 
know that the ABC plays a crucial role in Australian life. It informs, 
educates and entertains. All our lives would be much the poorer 
if it is further diminished or sold off. Its role in sustaining our 
democracy is huge. The ABC is widely treasured for its accurate 
and impartial reporting. It holds power to account and its impact is 
reflected in the Royal Commissions that it has prompted. Beset by 
bushfires and pandemic, Australians have turned to the ABC for 
information and guidance.

ABC Friends and supporters in the Eastern Suburbs will be 
fighting hard for a strong and independent ABC. Do contact me if 
you can help in the campaign: emjkdavis@hotmail.com 

Professor Ed Davis
President, Eastern Suburbs ABC Friends

Northern Suburbs of Sydney (NSoS)
NSoS is now meeting face-to-face monthly again at Roseville Club 
with on average 10-12 members. All welcome.

We await a reply from Minister Paul Fletcher, our local member 
for Bradfield, regarding our follow-up letter after our 29 October 
meeting. We asked him to address points we raised both in our 
meeting and in subsequent correspondence. Minister Fletcher has 
been campaigning at railway stations in the area recently. I am not 
aware that he has ever done this previously. Apart from Janine 
Kitson [previous NSoS convenor] standing in Bradfield as an 
independent there will be two Bradfield candidates called Fletcher. 
United Australia Party has Rob Fletcher standing. No wonder Paul 
Fletcher is out and about now. If your name is Fletcher and you 
feel like contesting Bradfield why not make it three Fletchers on 
the ballot paper?

It is extremely frustrating that we cannot wear our ABC Friends 
t-shirts with the ABC logo when campaigning for any election. This 
petty act by Senator Bragg shows the extent our conservative 
politicians will go to inhibit any form of discussion about our ABC. 
Obviously they are concerned that they lied about ABC funding in 
2013 and now know that many voters in the community see the 
ABC as essential to their lifestyle and want it funded appropriately. 
It is a sign of just how desperate these politicians feel about the 
federal election outcome. There is no limit to wearing our ABC 
Friends T-shirts, except when electioneering.

We have formed a sub-committee to investigate the writing and 
production of an ABC song. Approaches have been made to 
various music personnel including ABC Alumni. If you have any 
ideas please contact us.

COVID curtailed community markets in our area but we will be 
active in the following months. Generally we hand out brochures 
and encourage new members to join. If we sell merchandise there 
is usually a hefty fee for the stall.

our besieged ABC. Then we will develop flyers with a summary of 
the candidates’ responses to advise the public before they vote.

As this goes to press, we’ve had another successful stall in 
Bundanoon at the monthly Sunday market. Lots of engagement 
and understanding with the shoppers and other stall holders.

Belinda Wright 
Secretary, ABC Friends Southern Highlands

Western Suburbs of Sydney (WSoS)
Just when we thought branch meetings and activities could 
resume attacks and untruths still happened that threatened and 
intimidated public trust and support for Our ABC. The upcoming 
Federal Election will really test the will of the people for their 
support for Our ABC by electing a government that will fully 
restore funding into the future and not destroy or sell off Our ABC.

WSoS Branch will lead by presenting a “Meet the Candidates” 
event in Lindsay electorate chaired by ABC Friends NSW/ACT 
President, Cassandra Parkinson on Saturday 9 April 2022, 10am 
till 12noon, in the Penrith City Library Theatrette. Opposite the 
Joan Sutherland Theatre, adjacent to Penrith Plaza shopping 
Centre and located in Penrith Council complex. (Parking available 
on-site or in Plaza complex) We invite members to bring family 
and friends and bring a question or two. It is very important that 
we support this event to hear what the candidates have to offer.

Bev and Barry Redshaw
Co-Convenors, Western Suburbs of Sydney

Eastern Suburbs
ABC Friends in Sydney’s Eastern Suburbs are up and running. 
The media have characterised the race in Wentworth as 
incumbent Liberal Dave Sharma versus independent Allegra 
Spender. The last federal election saw Sharma pipping 
independent Kerryn Phelps who had wrested the seat from 
Liberal hands after the resignation of former PM Malcolm Turnbull. 
Expectations are high that the race in 2022 will be close.

Eastern Suburbs ABC Friends will be campaigning hard for 
the ABC. Our clear and straightforward message is vote for 
the candidate that you believe will best support our national 
broadcaster. The ABC has suffered appalling cuts in its funding 
since 2014 and relentless attacks from government ministers and 
their supporters in the Murdoch media and the Institute for Public 
Affairs. These powerful organisations have called for the ABC to 
be sold off and the Liberal Party remains formally wedded to the 
privatisation of the ABC since a vote of its National Conference in 
2018. This decision has not been rescinded. 

Members of ABC Friends in the Eastern Suburbs received an 
email pre-Christmas about the forthcoming election and our 
steps to prepare for the campaign. We were delighted to receive 
strong indications of willingness to assist from many members. 
Nizza Siano, Sybille Frank and I are drawing up an action plan 
which will detail what we will do to get our message out. We will 
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Our petition to the Senate, 
lodged with Senator McAllister 
in August 2021 is due to be 
presented in the next Senate 
session. Our petition to the 
House of Representatives has 
been lodged and accepted.

David Anderson’s book Now 
More Than Ever: Australia’s 
ABC is a must read for everyone, especially ABC Friends. I wonder 
if the ABC haters in government and the Murdoch empire will look 
at it. Presumably they have and cannot find fault as there have 
been no cries of bias or foul play from them. [Editor’s note: See 
the separate review of the book with extracts]. Disregard the critics. 
Australia’s ABC at 90 is more valuable to Australians now than it 
has ever been. Anderson gives us a rare insight into the ABC he 
knows intimately: a cultural powerhouse where Australian identity is 
celebrated, democracy is defended, and a very Australian brand of 
creativity is encouraged to flourish.

This is a challenging era for many public broadcasters, with 
news media consolidation, globalised entertainment streams and 
unreliable social media. Yet the ABC has never faltered or lost its 
relevance: on the contrary. This book sets out why Australians turn 
to their ABC now more than ever for information and news, solace 
and entertainment, pride and patriotism. Anderson lays out how 
the ABC will continue to innovate and develop as our essential and 
beloved national institution over the years leading to its centenary in 
2032, and beyond.

Lindsay Somerville
Convenor, Northern Suburbs of Sydney (NSoS)

Northern Rivers
IIn the last few weeks, nobody here has been immune from the 
devastating climate events. If individually we have made it through, 
we all have friends that haven`t. From Grafton to the Tweed, some 
ABC Friends are still dealing with loss of property, their jobs and 
their homes. Even some of our MP’s have been cleaning mud 
from the ceilings of their electoral offices, with the State member 

for Lismore, having to swim to 
safety from her home.

In these circumstances our 
task is to advance our agenda 
without being insensitive to 
the more immediate needs of 
our community. However it is 
an election year opportunity 
and the case for a properly 
functioning ABC has never 
been stronger. With pandemics, 
fires, food prices and now 

floods, the ABC locally has seen us from one crisis to the next, 
perhaps even saving lives, while some of Murdoch`s mercenaries 
seem to still doubt the arguments for man-made climate change.

Political pundits may no longer consider the seats of Page and 
Richmond marginal. However, the world has turned upside down 
and some party leaders have been known to make the occasional 
misstep. When the mud dries and the dust settles, we will again 
canvass political parties, this time using the format developed by 
ABC Friends NSW/ACT and the Alumni group. We will publicise 

results, emphasising the parties that support the ABC. 

Now however, we might have to issue gum boots as well as ABC 
t-shirts for those attending our market stalls.

Peter Dickson
President, ABC Friends Northern Rivers

Editor’s note: The Northern Rivers Friends are very much in 
our thoughts as they face the massive clean-up after the recent 
devastating floods. You have many challenges ahead! 

Northern Tablelands
Turning straight to the upcoming Federal election, our branch 
has a number of actions in mind.  Once candidates in the seat of 
New England are announced, we will be asking each if they could 
fill in a questionnaire developed by the NSW/ACT Friends and 
the ABC Alumni. The importance of a common set of questions 
and response options means that we will be able to (i) advertise 
results specific to our region, (ii) directly compare New England 
results with those of other regions, and (iii) results across multiple 
regions can be combined. We will also be inviting statements from 
each candidate which explain their response to each question; 
hopefully ensuring greater engagement and less ambiguity in 
each candidate’s responses. We will seek to get a return on 
questionnaire responses prior to late April, when we will hold an 
Armidale Market stall providing results and eliciting thoughts from 
the market goers on the day.  Summaries of these responses 
will also be provided through our website, Facebook page, local 
newspaper, and wider use being coordinated with the NSW/ACT 
Friends.

It is important to recognise the region-specific contributions made 
by the ABC across Australia, particularly as we are coming up to 
an election.  Our branch is currently involved in identifying and 
listing the specific services and stories provided by our Regional 
ABC (Tamworth) for our local region (The ABC in New England).

We are currently developing a new ABC Friends Media Prize, to 
be awarded to HSC students within the NSW Northern Tablelands 
region. Criteria are yet to be finalised, but will focus on aspects of 
the HSC curriculum which most closely align with the skill set and 
attitudes required for service to public broadcasting.

On 3 April we will be holding a panel discussion on the use of 
mis/disinformation across the media (The Pub Test: Fake News 
or Fact?); 4pm at the Wicklow Hotel, Armidale. We were going to 
hold this event last year, but due to past COVID restrictions it was 
postponed until now. We feel that just prior to a Federal Election is 
a fitting time to hold such an event, given that truth in media is so 
important for the health of a democracy.

Bruce Stevenson
President, ABC Friends, Northern Tablelands

Central Coast 
Although we were unable to host eminent ABC producer Sue 
Spencer at the Everglades Club in Woy Woy, we were at least able 
to hold a zoom meeting on Wednesday 2 March featuring Sue, 
who gave an excellent address. Along with Sue our thanks also 
go to our state president, Cassandra Parkinson who spoke about 
the forthcoming campaign strategy planned by ABC Friends prior 
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to and during the Federal election. Our branch would also like 
to express its gratitude to Helen Grasswill and Janet Clayton at 
the ABC Alumni who very kindly enabled us to use their zoom 
account and administered the discussion.

Helen and the Alumni once again provided considerable 
assistance to our branch in helping us secure Jonathan Holmes 
as our guest speaker for a function on Wednesday 6 April 
commencing at 12.00 pm.  This will be held at the Everglades 
Club in Woy Woy. Anyone who was able to hear Jonathan at 
the recent ZOOM meeting organised by the Blue Mountains 
branch will agree that he is a marvellous speaker and we feel 
very excited about the opportunity to hear him and meet him in 
person. I am trying to arrange an interview on ABC Local Radio, 
Central Coast between Jonathan and local presenter, Scott Levi. 
If this can be arranged I will forward the details on to the state 
executive and branch presidents who can spread the word. The 
best way to listen would be through the ABC Listen app and 
then flick through to find ABC local radio stations on the app.

Together with the important task of forwarding the questionnaire 
to local Federal candidates and then determining their level of 
support for the ABC, we are once again hoping to interact with 
the community at the Gosford Markets. This is a wonderful 
opportunity to remind the Central Coast community about the 
essential role the ABC plays in informing us about international, 
national and local events. In addition we will be publicising 
support for the ABC through our newsletter and local advertising 
and of course at polling stations whenever the election is called.

Ross McGowen
Convenor, ABC Friends Central Coast

Postscript: Ross sent this extract from Ross Gittings’ article: 
“‘Invisible’ tax breaks for well-off work like magic” (Sydney 
Morning Herald, 12 March 2022, business section, page 
3), alerting Friends to bear this in mind when the IPA and its 
supporters castigate publicly funded programs and institutions.

Ross Gittings, the Herald’s economics editor, explains the way in 
which tax concessions are often less visible and overwhelmingly 
benefit the wealthy. This lack of visibility encourages the 
beneficiaries to believe that their financial position is entirely 
due to their own enterprise and thrift rather than government 
assistance. Gittings cites this example: “Once, when I wrote 
that the Institute of Public Affairs think tank has its snout 
in the government trough, I got an indignant denial from its 
boss. When I replied that it benefited mightily from having 
donations to it declared tax-deductible, I heard no more”.

ACT & SE NSW Region
The Canberra-based group in the ACT and South East NSW 
branch has been continuing to meet by ZOOM, and has held 
a few stalls at local shopping centres this year, with the usual 
good responses by almost all we meet, and lots of interesting 
conversations. We hope to have one or two more stalls in 
coming months.

In line with the decision to focus on marginal electorates, where 
we have more chance of influencing the policies of the major 
parties, our group has decided not to campaign actively in the 
ACT, but to put our efforts into campaigning in the two marginal 
seats in our area, Eden-Monaro (in partnership with those 
in the Sapphire Coast) and Gilmore (in partnership with the 
Shoalhaven branch). 

Our campaigning commenced with advertisements on catch up 
TV (the commercials and SBS equivalent of iView) pointing out 
the importance of the ABC’s role in emergencies and the impact 
of the budget cuts on its ability to perform this role. In doing this 
we wanted to reach out to people who are not exclusive ABC 
watchers, and who perhaps forget about value of the ABC until 
they really need it. 

We’ll soon be following up with information on social media, in 
local papers and posters, and are just waiting for final pre-
selection decisions before we question candidates on their 
policies. Our on-the-ground work will focus on letterboxing, 
as we think it’s likely that more than half of voters in these 
electorates will cast their ballots before election day. We’re still 
looking out for people to help in these electorates, so get in 
touch if you’re able to assist. 

Our branch has also been promoting a really important new 
book, Who Needs the ABC?, including partnering in a Meet the 
Author series at ANU on 30 March. We encourage all members 
to look out for this – perhaps a great Easter present for any 
doubting relatives?! 

Peter Lindenmayer
Convenor, ABC Friends, ACT & SE NSW

Editor’s Note: The authors are Professor Matthew Ricketson 
and Dr Patrick Mullins. Professor Ricketson is an academic, 
author, and journalist who is head of the Communication group 
at Deakin University and was inaugural professor of journalism 
at the University of Canberra. Dr Mullins is a Canberra-based 
writer and academic who has a PhD from the University of 
Canberra.  The book is published by Scribe Publishing and 
costs $29.99. In addition to Peter’s endorsement, Clare Wright, 
Professor of History at La Trobe University, says: “This is the 
book our nation needs now. A critical, evidence-based account 
of who is attacking our public broadcaster, why they want to 
destroy it, and what this loss would mean for Australian culture 
and democracy. Read it and fight!”  Enter the ABC Friends book 
give away - www.abcfriends.net.au/book_give_away and you 
might win a copy. 
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Sapphire Coast
Like everyone else, we have been limited in what we could do 
due to COVID restrictions. Also, here in Eden-Monaro the Liberal 
Party has yet to select a candidate for the upcoming Federal 
election.

We were fortunate to have Philippa McDonald drop in to chat 
with us at our December meeting and planned to have local 
former ABC journalist and writer Claire Wheaton with us this 
month. Unfortunately this had to be postponed due to a flurry of 
activity here on the Sapphire Coast now that borders are open. 
It is hoped that events like this will not only bring enjoyment and 
interest to our members but also raise the profile of ABC Friends 
in our area.

It was pleasing to see, that while the ABC’s funding has not been 
restored, there will at least be a halt to further cuts prior to the 
election. I think ABC Friends can take some credit, along with 
GetUp! and the Australia Institute for a timely and well targeted 
research project.

ABC Friends Sapphire Coast will be part of the larger campaign 
in the ABC Friends ACT and SE branch, but some actions are 
stalled due to not knowing who all the candidates will be in the 
Federal election.

Dianne Beckett
Secretary, ABC Friends Sapphire Coast

Blue Mountains
As a kick-start to our election campaign last month, we zoomed 
into our long-awaited branch event: a webinar with special guest 
speaker, Jonathan Holmes, Chair of ABC Alumni and well-known 
ABC luminary. Jonathan’s presentation, “Our ABC: Why it’s Vital 
to Our Australian Democracy”, was very timely and the feedback 
from Friends, was very positive. Jonathan fielded questions 
after his excellent and insightful presentation. You can watch 
Jonathan’s presentation via the link on our website, fabcnswbm.

org.au/ where there 
is also a transcript. 

As our Federal seat 
Macquarie is the 
most marginal seat 
in the country, it is 
vital that we conduct 
a strong campaign. 
The Electorate of 
Macquarie covers all 
of the Hawkesbury 
and Blue Mountains 
local government 
areas. It’s also the 
largest electorate 

in Sydney, and is larger than all other Sydney electorates put 
together. We are fortunate in that our sitting Labor MP, Susan 
Templeman, is a Parliamentary ABC Friend. She has addressed 
our branch on several occasions. The Macquarie electorate 
depends heavily on the emergency broadcaster in bushfire and 
flood crises. Mark, a Hawkesbury resident shared his experience 

of the ABC with us: “I’ve been with the RFS for 20 years and 
ABC coverage was essential to ensure the community knew 
what was going on.” 

We met Mark at our first market at the Hawkesbury 
Showground in Clarendon last month, where we spoke to 
residents about the crucial role of the ABC, and to raise 
awareness of the severe damage inflicted on the ABC over the 
last three decades. We’ll be there again in April, with the new 
eye-catching campaign posters which graphically demonstrate 
the critical role of the ABC in emergencies, such as fires and 
floods, ie, saving lives! 

Editor’s Note: It was 
good to see the NSW 
Government’s advice: 
“Keep listening to your 
local ABC radio station 
for information, updates 
and advice” if a flood 
warning has been issued 
for your area.

We’ll also set up a Friends 
stall at the Sunday Windsor 
Markets, in collaboration 
with our sister branch, Western Suburbs of Sydney (WSoS). 
As the Lindsay electorate in western Sydney is also a marginal 
seat, our WSoS Friends will also be campaigning strongly. 
Our Blue Mountains branch will be supporting WSoS Friends 
in their campaign activities and events. In the lower Blue 
Mountains, Glenbrook Rotary Markets early next month will 
be a great opportunity for both our branches, as this market 
attracts many Western Sydney residents. 

At last, we will be physically returning this month (March) to 
the Grand View Hotel at Wentworth Falls, for our first branch 
meeting in a very long time. This will be a “call to arms”; a time 
to discuss our campaign strategies with our members face-
to-face and call for volunteers to participate both in the Blue 
Mountains, and in The Hawkesbury, emphasising the urgent 
need for action! We’ll be placing ads in local newspapers in 
Macquarie, including digital ads, with assistance from NSW /
ACT Friends. 

With six confirmed candidates for our electorate, we’ll 
be asking each candidate to respond to our Candidates 
Questionnaire. From the responses, we’ll develop our ‘Vote to 
Save Your ABC’ score card, for our flyer. Once our flyers are 
printed, we’ll be concentrating our initial letter-boxing and pre-
polling efforts around the pre-polling stations in both the Blue 
Mountains and The Hawkesbury. Reliable research has shown 
that around 50% of voters will vote via post or at pre-polling 
stations. On polling day, we’ll hand out flyers at polling booths 
with postcodes identified as requiring priority. Traditionally, 
we’ve handed out flyers at railway stations and in shopping 
centres. We are reviewing this strategy. Our biggest challenge 
last election was trying to engage with local Hawkesbury 
residents. We were met with some very negative responses, 
regarding the ABC. Hence, our campaigning there will be vital. 

Sue Noske
President, 
ABC Friends Blue Mountain

NSW Government advice.

Jonathan Holmes



Ballarat Electorate 
Maureen MacPhail
0476 247 870
david.i.macphail@gmail.com 

Bendigo Electorate 
Nancy Toohey
nmtoohey.31@gmail.com

Boroondara 
Gael: 03 9859 5185
barretts75@gmail.com 

Castlemaine area 
Rosie  0419 767 884
rosiespear@gmail.com 

Eastern Melbourne
Neil  0411 487 348
jenbneilb@gmail.com 

Geelong area
Martin Shirley & Jennifer Lord
abcfriendsgeelong@gmail.com 

Inner Melbourne 
Marion Crooke
0413 315 084
arioncrooke@gmail.com

Western Melbourne 
Lorraine Harrison & Phil Corser
abcfwesternmelbourne@gmail.com 

Latrobe electorate
Peter Fleming  0418 557 808
lrbrain1896@gmail.com

Stephen Koci  
stephen.koci@gmail.com

Northern Melbourne 
Margaret Hanrahan
0421 338 155
margaret@nashcc.com.au 

Southern Bayside
Ivor Donohue
03 9580 6402 
ivor_donohue@hotmail.com 

ABC Friends

NSW/ACT Regional Branches

Queensland Regional Branch Tasmania Regional Branches

Victorian Groups

ACT & South East NSW
Peter Lindenmayer (Convenor)
0497 976 945
actsensw@abcfriends.net.au 

Blue Mountains
Sue Noske (President) 
0421 020 610
susano2311@gmail.com

Central Coast 
Ross McGowen
0400 213 514
ross.mcgowen61@gmail.com 

Eastern Suburbs of Sydney 
Nizza Siano (Secretary)
02 9327 3423
nizzamax@gmail.com 

Hunter  
Allan Thomas
02 4930 7309
allan.thomas2@bigpond.com 

Mid-North Coast 
Drusi Meggett
02 6583 8798
fabc.midcoast@gmail.com 

Northern Suburbs of Sydney 
Lindsay Somerville (Convenor)
02 9416 8373
smrv8888@gmail.com

Northern Rivers 
Jennie Hicks (Secretary)
0431 958 991  
hicksanddickson@gmail.com

•   Byron sub-branch 
 Tim Mulroy
 tim2483@bigpond.net.au
 

• Tweed sub-branch 
 Neville Jennings
 neville.jennings82@gmail.com 

• Lismore sub-branch 
 Felicity Holmes
 fholmes@bigpond.com
 0429 650 530

Northern Tablelands 
Vic Wright (Secretary)
0477 877 315
northerntablelands@abcfriends.
net.au 

Riverina / Murray
Drew Porter 
0409 369 253
drew.porter@bigpond.com.au

Sapphire Coast
Dianne Beckett (Convenor)
0434 996 586 
dianne.friends@outlook.com

Shoalhaven & South Coast
Carmel McCallum (Convenor)
0414 392 660 (texts preferred)
shoalhaven-southcoast@
abcfriends.net.au

Southern Highlands
Gill Graham (Convenor)  
0421 870 982
Belinda Wright (Secretary)
southernhighlands@abcfriends.
net.au

Western Suburbs of 
Sydney
Bev and Barry Redshaw 
(Convenors)
0429 492 168
wsos@abcfriends.net.au

ABC Friends National Inc.
PO Box 3620 Manuka ACT 2603 
president@abcfriends.net.au

Victoria
Michael Henry (President) 
Ross House 
247 Flinders Lane 
Melbourne  Vic. 3000 
1300 108 126 
office@abcfriends.org.au

NSW & ACT
Cassandra Parkinson 
PO Box 1391 North Sydney 2059 
0403 105 901 
president_nswact@abcfriends.net.au

Queensland
Dr Vikki Uhlmann 
18 Rogers St, West End, Qld 4101 
0417 196 412 
president_qld@abcfriends.net.au

South Australia & Northern 
Territory 
Sue Pinnock 
PO Box 7158 Hutt St Adelaide  
SA 5000 
Phone: 0407 035 701 
sa@abcfriends.net.au

Western Australia
Bobbie Mackley 
PO Box 534 Subiaco WA 6904 
wa@abcfriends.net.au 
T: 0422 489 711 (office hours only)

Tasmania
Kate Durkin (Secretary) 
55 Feltham St North Hobart  
Tas 7000 
Phone: 0447 645 345  
(office hours only) 
tas@abcfriends.net.au

Join the ABC Friends
There is strength in numbers, and every membership counts at this time of unprecedented attacks on ‘Our ABC’.

To join go to www.abcfriends.org.au or phone your local contact below.

Like to join a local group or 
be on their mailing list? To 
find out more about one in 
your area:  ➞
Not in these areas?

Contact Gai Mooney 

Groups Convenor
0407 050 937
gaimooney@gmail.com 
as we are setting up new 
groups.

Sunshine Coast
Charmaine Foley: 0411 880 375
chsfoley@gmail.com

South
Roslyn Stoddart
thestoddarts@gmail.com
0407 555 239 (text messages only)

North and North-West
Polly Flanagan
pollyflanagan53@gmail.com
0417 374 696 (office hours only)
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