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It’s time for me to retire as ABC Friends National President and I 
wanted to thank you all for being such supportive members. It’s 
been six years since we formally established a national presence 

for ABC Friends to ensure we communicated with our friends 
around Australia and kept our focus on our parliamentarians acting 
in the best interests of public broadcasting and media freedom.

We started out in 2016 with just over 5,000 members and have 
welcomed so many new ABC Friends members and supporters 
that our number now stands at over 67,000. We have campaigned 
strategically over this time to inform the community about the 
way the ABC was being undermined through funding cuts, 
political interference, and its media competitors. We have lobbied 
ministers and other parliamentarians and prepared a range of 
submissions for parliamentary and other inquiries.  We have 
hosted conferences and election forums to keep the focus on a 
sustainable, independent ABC. Our achievements have only been 
possible because of our wonderful members, like yourself, and 
your commitment to work with us as we tried to highlight those 
issues that needed the urgent attention of parliamentarians. As a 
result, many parliamentarians and candidates for recent election 
were made well aware that we expected a better deal for our ABC.

You have now elected a new government which has committed 
to a five year funding model and a South Pacific broadcasting 
strategy. These are important and welcome initiatives, but ABC 
Friends needs to continue its strong advocacy role as the ABC 

faces many other challenges in a global, digital world. The ABC not 
only informs and entertains, it is central to our democracy. Fearless 
investigative journalism is essential in exposing decisions that are 
not in the national interest and in keeping government accountable 
to the community. We also rely on the ABC to provide diverse 
news reporting and analysis from around Australia and especially 
our region. We need to avoid some of the repetitive clichés that 
demonise individuals and countries.

We need more facts and fewer opinions, more real news and less 
trivia! As the ABC approaches its 90th birthday this year, we must 
all continue to set high standards for our national broadcaster 
to ensure it protects its long tradition of public service to the 
Australian people. Thank you to everyone who has served on 
the National Committee with me for the last six years -you have 
worked so hard to guarantee our success.

A new President will be elected at the ABC Friends national AGM 
later in the year. To my successor and the National Committee, I 
wish you well in your future planning, and setting new priorities for 
the years ahead.

I will of course remain an ABC friend working locally with my 
Tasmanian committee and no doubt occasionally demanding that 
both the parliament and the ABC do more to strengthen public 
broadcasting and media freedom!

Margaret Reynolds
President, ABC Friends National

from Margaret Reynolds
Farewell

For the past six years Margaret Reynolds has been a very effective national President of the ABC Friends; she was also 
a Queensland Senator from 1983 to 1999. Margaret is now retiring from her presidential position and has sent out the 
following public letter reminding us of the importance of ABC Friends in the role of public broadcasting for a successful 
democracy. Thank you Margaret.



From the Editor 

T he recent Federal Election saw ABC Friends unprecedented 
level of activity to ensure that the future of our ABC was a central 
issue in the campaign. Reports from the states and branches 

in this issue of Update give an indication of the time and effort that 
was committed to the campaign, especially by individual members, 
who spent many hours on letter-box drops, banners and billboards, 
social media and handing out material at polling booths. The change 
of government was the result of many issues, but without doubt the 
treatment of the ABC by the Abbott/Turnbull/Morrison governments was 
clearly a cause for concern amongst many voters.

In its pre-election platform, the ALP promised to restore some funds 
to the ABC ($83m), but ABC Friends will be ensuring that the new 
government will be taking a very close look at what the ABC has lost 
since 2014 - over $700m in annual operating funds, over 1200 staff, 
and many programs and services which have made it impossible for 
the ABC to fulfil its charter, and provide broadcast services to every 
Australian.

Farewell Margaret Reynolds

Margaret Reynolds has stepped down after six years as the first 
National President of ABC Friends, and we celebrate her extraordinary 
contribution to Friends in this Update. When ABC Friends formed 
a national body in 2016, Margaret was Tasmanian President, and 
brought to the national position her vast experience and knowledge, 
especially from her years as a Senator in Canberra, representing the 
state of Queensland. She brought knowledge of the needs of regional 
and remote Australia, and the importance of reliable communication, 
as well as a deep understanding of the workings of government. Her 
contacts in Canberra have proved invaluable to ABC Friends. We 
thank Margaret for the vital role she played in the establishment of ABC 
Friends National, and hope that she can enjoy a quieter life! Cassandra 
Parkinson, NSW Friends President, has recently been elected as 
National President, and we congratulate Cassandra and wish her well in 
her new role.

Other Tasmanian changes

We also say farewell to Kate Durkin, stepping down after many years as 
Tasmanian Secretary/Treasurer, and her important contribution as the 
inaugural National Friends Treasurer, and thank her for establishing the 
national body on a sound financial footing. We welcome Peter Tatham 
into the role of President of ABC Friends Tasmania.

ABC Librarians

The recent decision by ABC Management to dispense with the services 
of most of its permanent librarians, who have provided an essential 
service to journalists as they prepare news items, stories and extended 
programs, usually on tight deadlines, has received extensive coverage 
in the press, and has involved the unions who represent ABC staff. It is 
a complex issue, still subject to negotiation, and I thank Assistant Editor, 
Dr Diana Wyndham, for her close monitoring of all statements and 
press releases relating to the matter. You will find her up-to-date and 
comprehensive analysis in this issue of Update.

Once again, my sincere thanks to Diana, and Production Manager 
Angela Williamson for their assistance in bringing to you this Update.

Mal Hewitt OAM, ABC Friends
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Margaret Reynolds Reflects
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When ABC Friends National was formed in 2016 the 
unanimous choice for National President was former 
Senator Margaret Reynolds.  As she steps down after six 
years, she shared her thoughts about our ABC and her role 
with Update Production Manager Angela Williamson.

When were you first aware of the ABC?

I used to love “Kindergarten of the Air” with Miss Anne Dryden. 
As a four-year-old I didn’t know it was the ABC, but it was a 
great introduction.  I used to sing and dance along with many 
other young Australians who didn’t have the opportunity to go to 
kindergarten and, of course, no childcare!

Did your family listen to other programs?

Yes, my parents listened to a Sunday night program of opera. 
I was often in bed and wasn’t very interested but my father, a 
baritone, was studying at the Melbourne Conservatorium at the 
time. 

When did you come to appreciate the ABC as an 
adult?

Probably in my twenties when Henry and I came back from living 
in London where we constantly listened to the BBC, so we were 
happy to transfer to the ABC.  It sounded very familiar because 
Australian broadcasters in the 1960s adopted a posh English 
accent.  Fortunately, that changed in the 1970s as Australia 
asserted its own identity.

When did you get involved in advocating for the 
ABC? 

Probably in 1979. I was elected to the Townsville City Council, 
and we joined other councils to lobby for improved reception in 
North Queensland.  As a result, I was appointed to the ABC’s 
North Queensland Advisory Council and in this role worked for 
then new program “AM” to be available in the distant north.  I also 
advocated for Townsville to receive “Classic FM”.  I remember a 
certain ABC Director visiting Townsville around 1980 and he was 
quite disagreeable about answering some of my questions!

Did you continue these efforts when you became 
a Queensland Senator?

Yes. I was then able to ask questions at Senate Estimates! I 
hope I wasn’t as difficult as some current senators.  Because 
I was representing so many Queenslanders who relied on the 
ABC for services, and entertainment, it was important that ABC 
management understood that some Sydney-centric decision-
making was out of step with the needs of people living in regional 
and remote Queensland. This is a constant risk for the ABC; it is 
so easy to be out of touch with people living beyond the urban 
fringe.

How did you approach the task of being the 
inaugural National President of ABC Friends?

ABC National was created because there was grave concern 
in all the states about the way the Abbott Government was 

treating the ABC. We agreed we needed a national focus both 
to communicate with the Australian community and to lobby the 
Federal Parliament.

From the start I saw ABC Friends National as adding value to 
the good work developed over many years at state level. It was 
essential, however, to also create a national voice which could 
start influencing the debate about the need to protect public 
broadcasting. I certainly approached the task understanding that 
it was important to reach as many parliamentarians as possible 
to alert them to the risks facing the ABC. We used social media 
to regularly communicate with our members and supporters and 
with parliamentarians.

In the first few years I was able to communicate directly with then 
minister Mitch Fifield, but when he was replaced by Paul Fletcher, 
I found it difficult to maintain contact with that office. Budget 
cuts, political interference and constant undermining of the ABC 
created an environment of major concern. After the Australian 
Federal Police raided the ABC Headquarters it became clear that 
there was a genuine threat to press freedom along with efforts to 
curtail the independence of the national broadcaster.

As National President I tried to maintain a balanced approach 
to focussing on the issues affecting the ABC, but it became 
impossible to maintain any support for a government directly 
responsible for attacking the public broadcaster while offering 
benefits to the commercial sector.

From your recent communication with members 
enumerating the achievements of ABC Friends 
National, it’s clear there has been a huge ramp 
up of interest, enthusiasm, and commitment 
from ABC fans all over the country.  Where to 
from here?

ABC Friends will need to review its priorities now that a new 
government has been elected, but it will need to carefully monitor 

Margaret and Ita.   
Photo by Peter Mathew.



The ABC is Vital 
to Australian 
Democracy
By Fiona Stanley, Sydney Morning Herald,  
16 September 2014 

Ranald Macdonald has reminded us just 
how relevant the article below by Fiona 
Stanley still is – and is as fresh as it was 
in 2014. He feels it “may be uplifting to 
remind ourselves of this clarion call by 
the wonderful Fiona Stanley who was 
not reappointed to the ABC Board by the 
Coalition and replaced by a spokesperson 
for the WA mining industry”. The article 
has this sub-heading: “The ABC has 

educated, informed and entertained for over 60 years.” 
She urges readers will fight to save it from further cuts and 
harassment.

F rom the age of five when I was an Argonaut, the ABC has 
been a force for good in my life and work. It has educated, 
informed, entertained and excited me for over 60 years. 

It is a fantastic resource for this nation. Unfortunately, many of 
us have taken the ABC for granted. My hope is that readers will 
realise how valuable our public broadcaster is and fight to save it 
from further cuts and harassment. If you only read The Australian, 
or listen to the views of some politicians, you would think that the 
ABC is struggling to provide fair coverage of events, is biased 
in its politics and its science, and that it is wasting tax-payers’ 
dollars. Have you noticed that journalists critical of the ABC 
have started to call it “the taxpayer-funded ABC”? Well, what 
do taxpayers actually think about “their ABC”? The most recent 
independent Newspoll shows an extraordinary level of support 
and enthusiasm. Over 84% of Australians believe that the national 
broadcaster provides a valuable service to the community. 

Fiona 
Stanley 
AC

Ranald 
McDonald AO
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how those commitments made are implemented to benefit 
Australian public broadcasting. There are a number of priorities 
yet to be accepted by government to improve access to ABC 
services throughout Australia.  There is also a need to fully 
consider greater autonomy for states in determining priorities at 
the local level.

There remain challenges for both the ABC and the government 
to rebuild independent Australian journalism.  News and current 
affairs analysis is still heavily influenced by the United States and 
Europe, whereas Australia needs to assert its independence and 
place in Asia and the South Pacific. 

While the ABC excels at serious investigative reporting and 
analysis, some news services especially online and television, are 
being replaced by magazine style trivia which certainly poses a 
risk to the ABC setting the national agenda in its news and current 
affairs reporting. 

Now that the ABC has just celebrated its 90th 
birthday, and there have been some murmurings 
of positive responses to our lobbying, e.g. a five-
year budget cycle, do you hold out hope that 
ABC Friends will be able to disband by the time 
the ABC turns 100? 

The ABC’s 90th birthday is an opportunity for both celebration 
and reflection.  So much has been achieved by the national 
broadcaster over the past nine decades, and more will be 
applauded when the ABC reaches its century. I hope the next 10 
years will see a greater diversity of Australians having access to 
the ABC to tell their stories and offer their opinions as the ABC 
opens up more opportunities for people from around the country 
to participate. And yes, ABC Friends will always be needed to 
ensure no government neglects or downgrades the ABC which is 
an essential pillar in our democracy.

Moreover, 84% believe that its reporting is accurate and fair; 
80% think that it does a good job on country and regional issues 
and 78% that ABC TV is of high quality. If any other organisation 
would be very happy indeed if it had such high proportions of 
people valuing it. I suggest that it is evidence that the national 
broadcaster is providing value for the money invested in it.

So how much does it cost and what do we get for that? It is 
interesting to compare the ABC budgets from almost 30 years 
ago to now in terms of real funding. In 1986, with $906.3M the 
ABC employed 6092 fulltime equivalent staff, had one analog 
television channel, 38 radio sites, Radio National and ABC 
Classic FM with 90% coverage, and 2JJ, as it was known then, 
servicing only Sydney. Last financial year, with $825.7 million, the 
ABC had 4,679 staff with four major digital TV channels (ABC1, 
ABC2/ABC4Kids, ABC3 and ABC News 24) and an incredibly 
successful online catch-up service. The average audience reach 
varies from nearly 10 million for ABC1 to just over 3 million for 
ABC3, with an astonishing 20 million plays a month for iview. 
There are 60 local radio sites, nationwide RN, Triple J and Classic 
FM, plus ABC podcasts downloaded 71 million times. ABC online 
has 19.5 million visits per month and there are now over 25 smart 
phone and tablet apps.



ABC Friends National Update, August 2022, Vol 30, No 2   5 

So much for quantity. What about quality? The Board regularly 
received data on how citizens values the ABC. As a scientist, I 
believe there is ample evidence to support the conclusion that 
the ABC is fulfilling its Charter to help Australians to participate 
more fully as informed citizens in a democracy. Why is the ABC so 
important for Australian democracy? Society faces a number of 
what are called “wicked problems” - complex in their causation, 
having major impacts on people and nations, costly and difficult 
to manage, and demanding whole of government responses. 
These problems include climate change, environmental 
degradation, mental illness, obesity and inequality.

Citizens need to be informed about these issues to support 
appropriate political and whole of government policy solutions. 
Australiand depend upon the public broadcaster to present the 
issues and the science in critical and clear ways so that we can 
make the best decisions and help our politicians and bureaucrats 
to do the same; spending taxpayers funds on policies and 
solutions that work now and in the future. The ABC is crucial 
because we are poorly served by other parts of the media. Too 
often, problems become politicised, the science is discarded 
and rational debate and decision-making go out the window. 
Science is not perfect, particularly when you are dealing with the 
kinds of complex problems mentioned above. What we need 
is the best science to guide us as we continue to research and 
improve policy responses as more becomes known. Critics allege 
the ABC is biased in relation to climate change. I give one recent 
example: on 11 August 2014, The Australian reported that media 
analysis of the ABC’s coverage of coal and coal seam gas mining 
suggested that these industries had a negative environmental 
impact and that investing in renewables should be prioritised. 
The Australian’s response was to assume bias and demand, the 

Here’s one thing in this country on which we all agree,

It wouldn’t be Australia without the ABC.

The conscience of our nation, always fighting fearlessly,

But like anything that’s valuable, it doesn’t come for free.

So,

Fund the ABC now, time to pay the bill,

It unifies the country, and it always will.

We don’t want any more of your negative talk  
– you must be off your tree

If you think that you can ever defeat our ABC.

Fund the ABC now, time to pay the dues.

A voice for all Australians, and independent news.

We don’t want any more of your budget cuts  
– you must be off your tree.

Don’t think that you can ever defeat our ABC

It’s Our ABC
by Jonathan Biggins

Editor’s Note: You can see Mal Hewitt singing 
and some of Paul Thom on keyboard, in the 
first performance on 10 May at the ABC Friends 
(NSW) Election Rally. It is sung to the tune of 
“Flash Jack from Gundagai.”

ABC be privatised. In reality, the ABC accurately reflected the 
science on coal and CSG and the lower environmental impact of 
renewable, (particularly with regard to the emission of greenhouse 
gas). The requirement for ‘balance’ does not mean that bad 
science should be reported with the same emphasis as good 
science.

Now a major commercial news organisation is denigrating the 
ABC with a vicious, sustained campaign which is extremely 
damaging to our public broadcaster and the nation. The ABC has 
already made compromises: the Government has cut the Australia 
Network so the Charter obligation to broadcast news and 
entertainment to countries outside Australia has to be fulfilled by 
making cuts elsewhere. We have lost some of our top journalists 
in this process. Further cuts have been announced and these are 
just the beginning. Australians must realise what implications there 
are for the nation’s capacity to be a well-informed and therefore 
competent country.

Editor’s Note: Fiona Stanley AC FAA FASSA served on the 
ABC Board from 2011-2016. She is one of Australia’s most 
important child and public health scientists.  After a call for public 
nominations and a vote by the ABC Friends National Federal 
Committee, in 2018 Professor Stanley was nominated as the 
“People’s Choice” nominee for the Chair of the ABC. See  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2ik4FWOHEw

Ranald McDonald AO is a journalist and newspaper executive, 
broadcaster, editor and former ABC Friends National Media 
Adviser.  In his analysis of Federal Budget cuts to the ABC (in 
Update December 2020, p. 16) Ranald spelt out the steady 
decline in ABC funding since Fiona Stanley gave the figures for 
2014.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y2ik4FWOHEw
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Don Watson 
Reflects

Don Watson is an historian, essayist, 
speechwriter, humorist and anti-cant crusader who 
included these 2003 reminiscences in There it is 

Again: Collected Writings.  He “grew up on a farm of 140 
acres; steep hills infested with bracken, rabbits, blackberries 
and cows”. He and other farmers’ children attended the local 
state school. Many of them matriculated, becoming the first 
in their families to do so. … “If anyone had said the schools 
we went to would be worse not better in 30 years’ time, we 
would have taken it as a sign of madness”.

ABC News, 7 July 2022

A ttorney-General Mark Dreyfus has ordered the 
Commonwealth to drop the prosecution of lawyer Bernard 
Collaery, four years after he was charged with conspiring to 

release classified information about an alleged spying operation in 
East Timor. Mr Collaery was charged in 2018 for allegedly helping 
his client, an ex-spy known only as Witness K, to reveal details 
of the classified ASIS mission. The Canberra lawyer was facing 
the prospect of jail, with his trial date set for 24 October in the 
ACT Supreme Court. But Mr Dreyfus confirmed 
this afternoon that he had now determined the 
Commonwealth prosecution should end. “It is my 
view that the prosecution of Mr Collaery should 
end. I have therefore decided to exercise my 
power under section 71 of the Judiciary Act not 
to proceed with the prosecution of Mr Collaery. 
In taking this decision, I have had careful regard 
to our national security, our national interest and 
the proper administration of justice.” Mr Dreyfus 
said the decision to discontinue the prosecution 
was informed by the government’s commitment to protecting 
Australia’s national interest, including its national security and 
relationships with close neighbours.

Human Rights Law Centre lawyer Kieran Pender, who has 
advocated over several years for these charges to be dropped, 
said the Attorney-General should be commended for the decision. 
“This is an important day for Australian democracy. Bernard 
Collaery should never have been prosecuted. The Attorney-
General has done the right thing and should be applauded for 
that. Whistleblowers should be protected, not punished. There are 
many important stories that would never have been told were it 
not for the courageous actions of those who spoke up.” He said 
the dropping of charges against Mr Collaery was partially a result 
of the efforts of many legal professionals and activists since they 

were brought forward in 2018. “The Attorney-General’s decision is 
also a testament to the enduring work of lawyers, barristers, civil 
society organisations and activists who have fought this unjust 
prosecution, inside and outside the courtroom for more than four 
years”.

Following the decision, the Human Rights Law Centre is calling 
on the Attorney-General to similarly intervene in the ongoing 
prosecutions of David McBride, who blew the whistle on alleged 
war crimes by Australian soldiers in Afghanistan, and Richard 

Boyle, who spoke up about unethical 
practices at the Australian Taxation Office.

Mr Pender said whistleblowers like Mr 
Collaery, Mr McBride and Mr Boyle 
make Australia a better place, and their 
prosecutions should be dropped “as a matter 
of urgency. The federal government must also 
make sure that cases like these can never 
happen again. Ensuring people can safely 
and lawfully speak up about wrongdoing, 
without fear of prosecution, must be a 

priority for the Albanese government,” he said. “The Collaery, 
McBride and Boyle cases are vivid illustrations of the importance 
of robust whistleblower protections and the damage done to the 
public interest when whistleblowers are prosecuted rather than 
protected. Those robust protections do not exist in Australia today 
and it’s beyond time that changed.”

Editors Note:  See Update’s reports of the 2020 Gold Walkley-
award win by Mark Willacy and ABC Four Corners team for 
“Killing Field” for the exposé into Australian war crimes in 
Afghanistan (December 2020, pp 1 & 3) and “Shame Australia, 
Shame: Politicians Behaving Badly” about Witness K and Bernard 
Collaery (August 2021, pp. 6-8). Charges against other whistle-
blowers should also be dropped.

“We were monarchists, loyal to Britain and the ABC. We 
depended on the ABC: for stock-market reports, weather 
reports, news – especially national and international 
news – for comedy, for music, for the essential sense of 
nationhood, for knowing that we lived together on this 
continent with other Australians. Believe it or not, we 
depended on the ABC for culture – that is to say, for ideas, 
comforts and the sense that our lives had a wider meaning 
than the cows, the family and, perhaps, the Church.  

If anybody had told us that 40 years later the ABC would be 
under almost perpetual attack and always fighting to justify 
its role, we would have said they were mad too. 

Now, if you take these things away – I mean if you shrink 
the public sector; not only shrink it, but consistently deny 
the validity of the public realm, as if it has no future – then 
you have to expect a certain amount of shock”.

Charges against lawyer 
Bernard Collaery dropped

       Those robust 
protections do not 
exist in Australia 
today and it’s 
beyond time that 
changed.
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On 28 January 2021 David Anderson, ABC Managing 
Director, congratulated Phillip Adams on his thirty years 
as host of Late Night Live. When Adams asked ‘To what 

do I owe this expected pleasure?’ here is part of Anderson’s 
response: 

DA: ‘I’m ringing to say congratulations on being such an 
outstanding contributor to both the ABC and public debate. 
You have served the ABC very well over the last 30 years and 
can I say it’s an honour to be speaking to you tonight and I 
look forward to many programs with you into the future.  You 
are a national living treasure and we owe you a great deal and 
dare I say, you are your own institution. The programs you have 
engineered on this program not only reflected us as a nation but 
have kept us up to date on many issues from around the world.  
I think that what the ABC does from time to time is inconvenient 
for the government, whoever the government. What we do – we 
seek to speak the truth, we seek to provide information that is 
impartial and accurate, that informs public debate sometimes 
informs public analysis or gives content analysis to the Australian 
public. That always comes under scrutiny – we are the most 
scrutinised media organisation in the country and we should 
be – we take tax payers’ funds, we have statutory obligations 
and people will always ask if we are presenting that diversity of 
perspectives that people are looking for.

PA: The IPA – the conservative think tank, if that’s not an 
oxymoron, demanding we should be shut down and that’s a 
view which is echoed and amplified in the ALP as well. Forgive a 
Dorothy Dixer: Do you deserve our modest stipend?

DA: I think we absolutely do. The fact that we offer an increase in 
the amount of programs and TV networks – last year broadcast 
of TV went up, radio listeners went up and digital went up by 80% 
- 12 million people went online for digital information per month 
and that very strong audience that comes back to us, that really 
rely on the ABC for information that matters – they know they can 
trust us. Technical miracles were performed daily during COVID 
– everyone pulled together at the ABC because everyone knows 
the purpose of the ABC is to serve the Australian people and 
they do it so well. Nobody complained and they did a fantastic 
job and continue to do it – 70% are working from home and are 
being incredibly flexible. Our presence is incredibly important – we 
connect people and community in a way that other organisations 
simply will not and we are trusted by them.

Phillip Adams thanked David Anderson and asked him to ‘thank 
Ita for the cake.’ He noted Gerard Henderson had been on the 
first LNL program complaining about ABC bias – ‘(Everything 
changes, nothing changes). And has he phoned, texted, sent a 
card or flowers? Not a sausage’.

Bluey Wins Again

When Bluey won the Logie for “Most 
Outstanding Children’s Show”, ABC Radio 
(Brisbane) interviewed Daley Pearson, the 

Executive Producer of Bluey and co-founder of Ludo 
Studio who created this Brisbane-based show with 
a worldwide audience, tweeted “Bluey just won a 
Logie! Thank you for loving Bluey and welcoming our 
show into your homes”.  

Update (June 2020, page 15) celebrated Bluey’s two 
previous wins – an International Emmy and a Kids 
Award and Book of the Year for the children’s picture 
book Bluey the Beach.  In Update (August 2021, 
pages 1-2) Cheryl Heydon, ABC Friends (Brisbane), 
wrote about this lovable dog family and the team 
behind this phenomenal success.

Pro ABC quotes
“Most Australians love the ABC and only 
tolerate politicians.” 

Jacqueline Maley, SMH, 26 October 2020 

“Coverage of the Canberra bubble and 
political news is but a fragment of what the 
national broadcaster delivers. The ABC is 
much more than 7.30, Insiders and Q&A.”
Jon Faine, 28 November 2021.

Phillip 
Adams
30 Years as 
Presenter 
of LNL
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A BC Broadcaster Caroline Jones, who died on 20 May aged 
84, paved the way for women in the media and her role 
as a fierce advocate for young female regional journalists 

nurtured careers and lifelong friendships. “There’s a special place 
in heaven for women who help other women” was her motto, 
and the guide by which she lived her life. She is remembered 
as a warm and kind person with a wicked sense of humour, but 
perhaps her biggest legacy is the advances she made for women 
in media and television.  Her long-time friend Helen Grasswill 
called her ‘the trailblazer’ for women working in Australian media. 
Grasswill (co-founder and deputy chair of ABC Alumni) admired 
Caroline Jones’s selflessness the most. “Her work ethic on these 
voluntary projects reflects the work ethic that I saw throughout the 
22 years of working with her,” Grasswill said. “I have the utmost 
respect for Caroline on every level. Caroline was immensely loyal 
to everyone she came in contact with. I salute her.”

Jones’s book An Authentic Life: Finding Meaning and Spirituality 
in Everyday Life (1998) was an Australian bestseller; and in 2009 
she published Through a Glass Darkly which chronicled the death 
of her father. She was a patron of the mentoring and networking 
initiative, Women in Media. Jones was awarded an Officer of the 
Order of Australia in 1988, had her portrait hung in the National 
Portrait Gallery in 2009; won the Walkley Award for Outstanding 
Contribution to Journalism in 2013; received an honorary 
doctorate from the University of Sydney in 2017 and was inducted 
into the Australian Media Hall of Fame in 2021. The citation reads:

Caroline Jones became the first female reporter in Australian 
television current affairs when she began working for This Day 
Tonight at the ABC in 1969. Later she became the first female 
presenter on Four Corners. Over a 50-year career, colleagues 
admired her calmness, dignity and determination to expose 

injustice and wrong-doing. Later she presented an ABC Radio 
National program, Search for Meaning, which explored the lives 
of many Australians. It became the inspiration for Australian 
Story, which Jones presented for many years. Towards the end 
of her career, Jones was patron of Women in Media and helped 
many young female journalists to get a start.

ABC Managing Director David Anderson described her as a 
hugely influential, respected and loved journalist, writer and 
broadcaster, who broke down barriers throughout her career.  
“Caroline was an important voice for many Australians and 
she served ABC audiences with distinction and class.  Like 
many ABC journalists of her generation, she helped to define 
Australian broadcast journalism. As well as a razor-sharp mind 
and unflappable self-possession, she had a wonderful voice 
and warm presence that Australians respected and loved. In her 
honour, in 2018 the ABC created the 12-month Caroline Jones 
Scholarship, providing financial and on-the-job development 
in ABC News for a talented young Aboriginal or Torres Strait 
Islander journalist. Caroline was a loved and valued member 
of the ABC family and will be tremendously missed. On behalf 
of everyone at the ABC I extend my sincere sympathies to 
Caroline’s family and friends.” 

Ita Buttrose paid this tribute: “With her fine mind, her discreet but 
commanding presence, her poise and grace, she was a singular 
and inspiring figure to all who knew her, and a symbol of integrity 
to the Australian audiences who loved her,” she said. “She was 
a champion of women in the media, and a beloved mentor 
to regional and rural women journalists who face particular 
obstacles in their careers.”

Jennifer King wrote in The Guardian: “The twinkling eyes and 
mellifluous voice of Caroline Jones belied the grief and loss 
underpinning what she called “a gift” that made her an attentive 
listener who connected profoundly with people experiencing 
hardship. It was a gift she generously shared with the Australian 
public as a journalist, broadcaster, storyteller and mentor”.  
Current and former journalists have shared their memories of 
Jones as a “generous” woman who broke a new path for women 
in Australian media.  Former Insiders presenter Barrie Cassidy 
said was “one of the first presenters on the ABC with genuine 
star qualities”. “So much talent yet so humble and dignified,” he 
said. Norman Swan, physician and ABC health broadcaster, said 
he worked most closely with Jones on Radio National’s Search 
for Meaning program. “Caroline had moved away from journalism 
to exploring how we find meaning in life. It was her journey too,” 
he said. “What I saw was a gritty, determined and highly polished 
broadcaster who knew what she wanted to achieve and did it.  It 
was what made her very special.”

7.30 host Leigh Sales made this poignant tribute on 21 May: 
“The reason you are watching a woman anchor the ABC’s 
federal election coverage tonight is because trailblazers like 
Caroline Jones did the heavy lifting over decades [and] we 
pay tribute to her incredible public service, her grace and her 
impeccable character.” Her funeral was attended by more than 
400 mourners - including her “ABC family” of former colleagues 
Geraldine Doogue, Jenny Brockie, Kerry O’Brien, Quentin 
Dempster, Maxine McKew and Mike Carlton, ABC Chair Ita 
Buttrose and Managing Director David Anderson – who gathered 
to pay tribute. Journalist Helen Pitt described her as a “lover of 
words” and “a genius”. At the ABC Friends Dinner on 3 June, 
Sue Spencer, former executive producer at Four Corners, paid a 
moving tribute and we raised our glasses in a toast “To Caroline”.

Vale Caroline Jones, AO

Image by Photographer Peter Solness, reproduced with 
permission.
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Paul Fletcher Punished 
by ABC Backlash

P aul Fletcher, the former federal Minister for 
Communications and MP for Bradfield (NSW) grossly 
underestimated his electorate’s loyalty to the ABC. After 

nearly a decade of sustained attacks, hostility and budget 
starvation inflicted on the ABC, the Bradfield electorate finally 
pushed Paul Fletcher to preferences at the 21 May 2022 federal 
election. The 15% swing 
against him was one of the 
largest swings in the nation. 
Bradfield is now a marginal seat 
surrounded by a ‘teal heartland’ 
that includes the electorates 
of North Sydney (Independent 
Kylea Tink defeating Liberal 
Trent Zimmerman), Mackeller 
(Independent Dr Sophie 
Scamps defeating Liberal 
Jason Falinski), Warringah 
where Independent Zali 
Steggall was re-elected and 
where neighbouring Bennelong 
was won by Labor’s Jerome 
Laxale.

The campaign to defend the ABC in Paul Fletcher’s seat was built 
on the combined efforts of many supporters and friends of the 
ABC.  Together, the ABC Friends National, ABC Friends NSW & 
ACT and its Northern Suburbs of Sydney Branch (NSoS) worked 
tirelessly to call upon Paul Fletcher to stop attacking and cutting 
the ABC’s budget. NSoS was formed as an ABC Friends branch 
following the outrageous Australian Federal Police raids on the 
ABC’s Sydney headquarters over the “Afghan Files” following 
the 2019 federal election. NSoS never gave up: members wrote 
letters to Paul Fletcher, rang his office, rallied outside his Lindfield 
electorate office and even travelled to Parliament House in 
Canberra hoping to finally meet him.  

In May 2021 I stepped down as the Convenor of NSoS to stand 
as an Independent candidate for Bradfield with the key platform 
of safeguarding the ABC. With the marvellous work of talented 
and committed volunteers we ran webinars where Margaret 
Reynolds and Kerry O’Brien shared their knowledge, expertise 
and passion for the ABC; we letter dropped nearly every 
household in the electorate, from Castle Cove to Asquith with 
the clarion call to “Protect and fund our ABC”; we fundraised by 
selling Seville Marmalade in car parks where the label called for 
a “Well funded ABC”; we handed out flyers at railway stations, 
outside schools, shopping centres.  We made a difference for the 
ABC.  And with the ‘coalition of the decent’ - teal Independent 
Nicolette Boele, Labor’s David Brigdon and Greens’ Martin 
Cousins we cumulatively pushed Paul Fletcher to preferences 
making Bradfield a marginal seat.  

Have the Liberal Party learned anything from their electoral 
defeats? Will they finally accept their duty of care to safeguard 
the ABC as a national treasure?  We hope they have.

 

Why the Liberal Party 
lost the 2022 federal 
election

O n 17 May, a few days before 2022 Federal Election, 
I and five other candidates, addressed a Bradfield 
‘Meet the Candidates Forum’ at the Turramurra Club. 

In reply to the question “What is the single issue that concerns 
you most?” I spoke up for the ABC. This is a summary of what I 
said:*

The ABC, our national broadcaster, is the issue that concerns 
me most. I am the former convenor of the ABC Friends Northern 
Suburbs of Sydney Branch (NSoS) and we formed to defend our 
national broadcaster and stop the $84 million cuts that came in 
2021. We held protests outside Mr Fletcher’s Office; we wrote 
letters. Did we get replies? No! We asked for meetings? Did we 
get replies? No! And then the cuts came. The $84 million cuts 
came and the ABC lost another 250 jobs. The cuts were more 
than $700 million since 2014. And then we had the Minister 
of Communications saying “There are no cuts”. Of course the 
indexation pauses were cuts. The ABC is really important to 
many people in this electorate. We rely on it for trusted news. 
The ABC doesn’t have commercials so we can put our children 
in front of it knowing they are safe with its quality programs.  We 
listen to the ABC’s investigative reporting when we want to know 
the truth. The ABC does the heavy lifting to ensure integrity in 
government. But the Liberal National Party has been hostile to it. 
We want our ABC back the way it should be treated. We want 
secure funding where funding decisions are depoliticised.  We 
want to protect the ABC’s independence. This Federal Election 
is about the ABC. The Liberal have promised over and over they 
won’t cut the ABC. We can’t trust the Liberal Party anymore with 
our ABC!

*To listen to the full speech visit Ku-ring-gai Views Bradfield ‘Meet 
the Candidates Forum’ 42:50: 

www.facebook.com/groups/4513939598644760/
permalink/5224826970889349

By Janine Kitson, Independent candidate for Bradfield (NSW) Federal Election 2022

Janine Kitson’s 
campaign corflute.

Janine Kitson at a ‘Meet the Candidates Forum’ with (left to 
right) Nicolette Boele (Independent), David Brigdon (Labor), 
Martin Cousins (The Greens) and Paul Fletcher (Liberal).
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Welcome 
Justin 
Stevens

J ustin Stevens, an experienced TV current affairs 
journalist and executive producer of 7.30, will take 
over as the new head of ABC News, Analysis and 

Investigations on 4 April, replacing Gaven Morris who stepped 
down in November. 

Managing director David Anderson said Stevens was well 
equipped to steer the division at a time of major news events 
such as the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the war in Ukraine, 
rising costs of living and the upcoming federal election. The 
37-year-old, who has worked at the ABC since 2006, will be 
heading up the biggest news team in the country, with more 
than 1,200 staff across the nation and in international bureaux 
producing a wide variety of news and current affairs content 
across ABC radio, television and digital platforms.

“It is an enormous honour and I feel the weight of 
responsibility” Stevens said. “The bar set for ABC News is 
the highest of any media organisation in this country given 
we’re publicly funded and have strict editorial obligations as 
detailed in the ABC Charter. They are values enshrined in 
everything we do from editorial accuracy, balance, impartiality 
and telling stories for all Australians from around the country. 
“I am mindful that ABC News is only as good as the sum of 
its parts, and we have an extremely talented group of people 
working for ABC News and I can’t wait to lead them in this 
next chapter.”

Leigh Sales, who’d worked hand in glove with Stevens every 
day for seven of the past eleven years, posted this glowing 
endorsement about his appointment: “Let me tell you what I 
know to be true about him: excellent journalist, outstanding 
judgment, supportive colleague, caring friend, courageous 

leader. A work ethic like you’ve never seen. Unbelievable 
command of detail. Competent, discreet, trustworthy. He has 
true integrity, decency and emotional intelligence. You think I’m 
overstating? I’m understating, ask anyone who’s worked with 
him. I’m so proud of what he’s achieved, who he is and of all 
what we’ve done together at 7.30.”

Stevens was drawn to a career in journalism in 2000 when 
at the age of 15 he secured work on the Sunday program at 
Channel Nine before joining the ABC, working at 7.30 for eight 
years as the interview producer for presenters Kerry O’Brien 
and Leigh Sales. I have loved working at 7.30 and what kept me 
interested [over 20 years in journalism] was being in the thick 
of the most important stories for this nation and playing a part 
in explaining and communicating that to the Australian public.” 
Stevens was also a producer on the ABC series Keating, the 
Interviews with Kerry O’Brien and the award-winning The 
Killing Season documentary series with Sarah Ferguson that 
investigated the bitter leadership struggle between Kevin Rudd 
and Julia Gillard. Stevens is passionate about harnessing new 
technologies to reach broader audiences on all platforms and 
ensuring ABC News remains Australia’s number one online 
news source. “In all newsrooms around the country, we will 
continue to tackle the most important issues and challenges 
confronting the nation, we will continue to investigate any matter 
of probity that warrants inspection without fear or favour, and 
report the news that Australians need to hear and read.”

As the ABC celebrates its 90th year, Stevens is committed to 
ensuring ABC News continues to be the nation’s most reliable 
source of news. “I think the Australian public over the past two 
decades have grown increasingly jaded and let down by public 
institutions,” he said. “The ABC is one of the most trusted 
organisations in the country, but we have to be constantly 
mindful that trust is easier lost than earned so it’s crucial the 
ABC does its utmost to uphold the highest editorial standards 
possible. Australians trust ABC News to deliver quality public-
interest journalism and services they need, and which are a key 
part of a healthy democracy. That job is more vital than ever.”

Editor’s note: This article has been abridged from an ABC 
Media release.

ABC’s Four New 
Top Jobs

On 30 May Justin Stevens, ABC’s newly-appointed Director 
of News, Analysis and Investigations, announced new 
leaders of three of its key editorial teams: Matthew Carney 

will replace long-term executive producer Sally Neighbour at Four 
Corners, Neighbour’s deputy Morag Ramsay will replace Carney 
as executive producer at Foreign Correspondent, and Joel Tozer 
will be the new Executive Producer of 7.30.

Stevens said: “Leading 7.30, Four Corners and Foreign 
Correspondent are three of the most important jobs in Australian 
journalism. I’m delighted to have editorial leaders of the calibre of 
Matthew Carney, Joel Tozer and Morag Ramsay taking up these 
vital roles – they are three of the most talented journalists in the 
Australian media”.

Sarah Ferguson, who will be the new presenter of 7.30, said “On 
Leigh’s departure, I’d like to say that her diligence and skill have 
made an enormous contribution to Australian journalism. What 
you don’t see in her calm studio presence is the huge amount of 
work she does in preparation.  It will be a pleasure to take over 
from such a pro.” Farewell and thank you to both Leigh Sales AO, 
who hosted 7.30 for 12 years and Sally Neighbour who, for seven 
years, was executive producer of Four Corners.

Left to right: Sarah Ferguson Matthew Carney, Morag Ramsay 
and Joel Tozer.
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It was International Archives Day on 6 June 
when Managing Director David Anderson told 
staff he planned to terminate 58 librarian and 

archivist positions and make journalists do this 
work. To suggest that journalists can also do 
the work of librarians and archivists is as silly 
as saying that librarians and archivists can also do the work 
of journalists. On 8 June Guardian Australia’s Amanda Meade 
broke the news, quoting ABC Management:  “After thoroughly 
assessing and considering all aspects of this organisational 
change, we have determined that work being performed by some 
of our ABC archives team members is no longer required, has 
evolved, or can be combined with other roles that fit into our plans 
for the future state of ABC archives.” 

In response, Sinddy Ealy, Secretary of the ABC section of the 
Community and Public Sector Union (CPSU), met the affected 
staff, saying the move was “devastating news for many ABC staff 
and has come as a shock to teams across the country”. She 
said the proposal would see more than 1200 hours of archival 
work a week lost, ‘‘potentially jeopardising national archival 
footage, music, and work. The ABC has developed this proposal 
before it has even consulted with program makers.”  The CPSU 
called on the ABC to “put the brakes on” its proposed decision: 
“Continuous budget cuts since 2014 under the under the former 
Liberal Government have totalled upward of $787 million. The 
ABC had lost over 1350 jobs, resulting in the cutting of services, 
technology, language programs, news, entertainment, specialist 
and local teams. The ABC cannot continue to sack its world 
class specialist staff and expect to remain the nation’s most 
trusted storyteller”. The CPSU has taken the ABC to the Industrial 
Commission over the way the redundancies have been handled. 

Kevin Rudd received more than 400 responses to his Tweet: 
“This is appalling & must be reversed. ABC is fundamental to our 
national historical memory”.  

On 9 June Lisa M Given, Professor of Information Sciences at 
RMIT University, explained in The Conversation, why the ABC’s 
plan to axe its librarians would damage its journalism and the 
ABCF National President Margaret Reynolds published this letter 
to David Anderson on the ABCF website: 

“Many ABC Friends are disturbed to read of the ABC plans to 
sack 58 librarians and archivists. This decision would seem to be 
at odds with your current celebration of the ABC’s 90th birthday. 
Without such staff, the ABC would have been unable to research 
material about the broadcaster’s proud history. Journalists are 
important members of ABC staff but they are not trained as 
librarians and archivists and, indeed their search for current news, 
means they may well be less interested in protecting news from 
the past. It is unthinkable the ABC would sack journalists to 
employ librarians and archivists !!! The ABC needs all staff who 
together contribute to the well-being of the ABC now and into the 
future. After nine long years of working to protect the ABC from 

funding cuts and political interference, it is most disappointing to 
hear of this decision which will undermine the ABC’s capacity to 
protect and value its history. Please reconsider this decision as it is 
obviously a “thought bubble” of some rationalising bureaucrat who 
has no understanding of the significance of historic records”.

The Australian Library and Information Association (ALIA) 
and the Australian Society of Archivists (ASA) issued a joint 
statement on ABC staffing cuts which is available on their 
respective websites, warning that the decision was a short-term 
budget saving that risks an irreplaceable loss to Australia’s history 
and culture. ALIA CEO Cathie Warburton said:

“The outpouring of public dismay from senior journalists at the 
ABC following this announcement is testament to how essential 
archivists and librarians are to quality journalism. Librarians and 
archivists are the unsung heroes of the journalistic process. They 
are not visible on people’s screens, their voices are not heard 
on the radio, but their work is foundational to the creation of the 
programs that we love, from investigative journalism to period 
dramas. We are urgently seeking a meeting with the Managing 
Director of the ABC, and will be seeking a commitment to the 
ongoing support of the ABC collections and specialist librarians 
and archivists.”  [See their Open Letter below].

After the news become public, ABC Communications released 
two reassuring press statements, on 8 and 10 June, and Angus 
Thompson gave details in the Sydney Morning Herald: “ABC 
MD defends archive staff purge. Mr Anderson said the removal 
of almost 60 archivist and librarian positions under a digital 
restructure wouldn’t compromise the national broadcaster’s 
ability to tell stories. He said the planned redundancies were 
part of the digitisation of much of its audio and video collection 
and the rollout of systems that reporters and producers would 
use to source their own archival material. “We don’t believe it 
will compromise our ability to tell local stories ... we value our 
archives. It is a change that ... is transformational for the future.’’ 
The ABC is proposing to remove about 58 roles and introduce 
30 new ones and says the final number of redundancies will be 
determined after consultation. 

The Herald published two letters in response:  This one from 
me: “David Anderson overlooks the fact that the ABC needs 
librarians and archivists to produce and retrieve digital information. 
Information is the same whether it is on hard copy or digital and it 
is nonsense to believe it will magically appear by the clichéd press 
of a button: Google will give you a thousand answers but librarians 
will give you the right one. Please keep these specialists so they 
can continue in their vital roles of upholding journalistic standards 
and preserving the ABC’s collections of film, sound and print”.  
Ross Coleman commented: “Dear ABC digital archives are only 
as good and useful as the metadata that describes them. Who 
does the metadata? Librarians and archivists”. 

On 15 June ALIA condemned this “short-term budget saving that 
risks an irreplaceable loss to Australia’s history and culture” and 
noted:  “Contrary to remarks made by ABC Chair Ita Buttrose on 

of ABC Librarians and Archivists
Save the Jobs
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ABC Breakfast that advances in technology and digitisation will 
‘streamline things and allow us to collect and use and manage our 
archival material far more efficiently’ our joint statement dispels 
the idea that the increasing digitisation of collections means a 
decreased demand for the skills and knowledge of the ABC’s 
librarians and archivists”.  ALIA cited international support from its 
colleagues with Nicholas Poole, Chief Executive of the Chartered 
Institute for Library and Information Professionals, tweeting that 
“the loss of 58 specialist library and archival posts at the ABC is a 
short-term decision that will echo through generations”.

Craig Mathieson, the Sydney Morning Herald’s TV, film and music 
writer, viewed some of the 75 episodes of British talk show host 
Michael Parkinson’s interviews recorded in Australia between 1979 
and 1983. He described this mix of time capsule and cultural 
snapshot as “a valuable resource and fascinating viewing [and] 
a sterling use of the ABC’s archives”. Communications Minister 
Michelle Rowland said it was “regrettable.” Media historian Bridget 
Griffen-Foley suggested that the ABC, “as it heads towards its 
own centenary [should save] the jobs of those librarians and 
archivists who compile these archives”. Actor David Wenham said 
his new six-part interview series The ABC Of…, which revisits the 
past of prominent Australians, could not exist without the work of 
ABC Archives - I’m very hopeful that the decision is reversed. If 
this show can go some way in forcing a reversal of that decision, I 
think that would be a very, very positive thing.” 

Australian and international protests continued: on 16 June the 
Professional Historians Association wrote to David Anderson; on 
20 June experts from Charles Sturt University expressed alarm; on 
21June the joint History Councils of Australia added their voice, 
on  29 June ALIA and ASA published on open letter for people 
to sign; on 30 June former ABC archivist Marion Consadine and 
President of the Australian Society of Archivists, Nicola Laurent, 
spoke to Phillip Adams on ABC Late Night Live about the 
importance roles qualified archivists play in accessing material 
from the past and continuing to capture and appropriately process 
it to ensure it will be accessible in future. 

On 10 July Keith Mitchelson, in Pearls and Irritations, discussed 
the value of the archival holdings in the National Library’s Trove 
database and those held by the ABC and asked: “Will the 
Albanese government restore full funding to continue development 
of our vital national Trove service which allows citizens everywhere 
to access our country’s history? Will the government restore full 

ABC funding? And urgently reverse the projected loss of a further 
58 archivists and librarians - people collating the historical record 
of past ABC programs and history”.

On 20 July, film maker James McElroy, speaking on behalf the 
Community and Public Service Union’s (CPSU), joined staff, 
unions and archivists in the campaigning to save the ABC 
archives, after ABC Management plans to slash the jobs of 58 
permanent staff and 17 contractors (more than a third of the 
Archives’ specialist workforce). “The ABC Archives and the 
nation’s history itself are at stake and jeopardise the integrity of 
our current and future historical records”. “The ABC has been 
entrusted by the Australian people to collect, preserve and make 
accessible audio-visual records of our stories, our voices and our 
songs since the ABC’s inception in 1932. But it’s not just about 
our history from the past, it is about our stories now and ensuring 
that these stories are not lost as a result of these changes.” There 
had been no consultation with the staff over the cuts. “The growth 
of digital collections, including born-digital and digitised materials, 
brings with it challenges such as limits on digital storage, unstable 
file formats and the risk of permanent loss when content has not 
been properly stored or described and so cannot later be found. 
Journalists, while having many skills, do not have skills in digital 
collection management and preservation. Professional archivists 
and librarians do.” The ABC is able to celebrate 90 years of 
“proud history” because of “the work of the ABC’s professional 
archivists and librarians over the decades”. 

On 25 July ABC Alumni reported that it had held its fire but 
now have a series of questions which they will put to Rebecca 
Matthews (ABC’s Acting Chief Digital Information Officer) at 
a meeting in the next week or so, after which we’ll post the 
questions, and answers, on our website, and will consider what 
else we can usefully do.

ABC Friend Gayle Davies has lodged a FOI request with the ABC. 
More than 5,000 people have signed petitions to save the ABC 
archives.  Please add your voice:

ALIA and ASA petition: www.archivists.org.au/
associationnews/sign-the-open-letter-from-alia-and-the-asa-
on-the-proposed-cuts-to-library-and-archive-professional-
roles

CPSU petition: www.proudtobepublic.org.au/abcarchives

A t 5.30 pm a listener to ABC Radio Perth heard a 
discussion about rental affordability and decided to 
ring and tell her story. “At the moment I’m living in 

my car,” she told presenter Nadia Mitsopoulos. She had 
been evicted after her landlord increased her rent to an 
unaffordable level. She had struggled to find a new place to 
rent and had gone several days without food after running 
out of money a few days before her pension payment. After 
putting her possessions in storage, she was able to stay at a 
motel for a few days before spending two and a half weeks 
in the car when she made the call.

Her story prompted an outpouring of offers of help from ABC 
Radio Perth listeners and by 8.30pm that night, she was in a 
small studio close to her old home in Stoneville, in the Perth 
hills. 

The next day she spoke to Nadia again to thank listeners for 
their generosity and said how great it had been to spend a 
night under a more secure roof. She’s been overwhelmed 
with offers of help and feels optimistic about the future. It was 
a welcome relief to be able to rest and work on finding new, 
long-term housing without the pressure of living in a car.

ABC Radio to the Rescue

http://www.archivists.org.au/associationnews/sign-the-open-letter-from-alia-and-the-asa-on-the-proposed-cut
http://www.archivists.org.au/associationnews/sign-the-open-letter-from-alia-and-the-asa-on-the-proposed-cut
http://www.archivists.org.au/associationnews/sign-the-open-letter-from-alia-and-the-asa-on-the-proposed-cut
http://www.archivists.org.au/associationnews/sign-the-open-letter-from-alia-and-the-asa-on-the-proposed-cut
http://www.proudtobepublic.org.au/abcarchives
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ABC Celebrates 
90 Years

On 1 July 1932, the ABC began its first radio 
broadcast with contributions from leaders of 
Australia’s three main political parties. For Australian 

listeners, hearing their leaders was remarkable, all the more 
so because the men were in different cities – Prime Minister 
Joseph Lyons in Canberra, Leader of the Opposition James 
Scullin in Melbourne and Dr Earle Page of the Country Party 
in Sydney. 

The Prime Minister declared that the government’s intention 
for the ABC was to appoint able and impartial trustees to 
provide information and entertainment, culture and gaiety 
and to, “serve all sections and to satisfy the diversified tastes 
of the public”. The ABC took its charter of providing radio 
services for all Australians very seriously. In each state capital 
it provided two radio services: one for popular programming, 
consisting of drama, quizzes, sport, variety and music; and 
another featuring classical music and drama, speeches, 
debate, and federal parliamentary broadcasts. It was ABC 
journalist Conrad Charlton who spoke the first words– “This is 
the Australian Broadcasting Commission”. Michael Charlton, 
who’d followed his father into radio, became the first face 
on ABC television when it started in 1956 and, later, was the 
co-creator of Four Corners. His brother, Tony Charlton, made 
his name as a legendary sport commentator on commercial 
TV – part of the inaugural Channel 9 team covering the ‘56 
Olympics, calling the first televised VFL match on Channel 7 
and called football on ABC TV in the 1970s. 

Ninety years later, the ABC has retained its role in the cultural 
fabric of Australia, and an important place in the wider media 
landscape. Today the ABC incorporates radio and television 
broadcasting (which started in 1956) as well as a significant 
internet presence. The stable of radio stations includes 54 local 
stations and four national stations: Radio National, News Radio, 
ABC Classic FM and Triple J, with 4.8 million metropolitan 
listeners per week. The television arm of the corporation 
operates five channels – ABC 1, ABC 2, ABC 3, News 24 
and the international Australia Plus – with a weekly viewership 
of 13.8 million. With such comprehensive coverage across 
Australia, the ABC continues to be a key player in shaping 
the nation’s social, political and cultural values. It is important 
to celebrate ABC‘s achievements while reflecting on the 
challenges ahead. The ABC has always been a trusted source 
of quality entertainment, news and information for all Australians 
now reaches close to 20 million viewers and listeners per week, 
and is an integral part of how we shape our social, political and 
cultural opinions. While it has occasionally attracted controversy 
and has had to battle with political hostility and funding cuts, it 
remains Australia’s only advertisement-free public broadcaster.

“For 90 years the ABC has been a vibrant and crucial part of 
the Australian way of life,” said Ms. Buttrose. “We are not just 
celebrating 90 years since our first broadcast, but 90 years 
serving the people of Australia as their national broadcaster”. 
In 2012 then ABC Chairman James Spigelman said “I believe it 
would be generally accepted that the ABC, throughout its 80-
year history, has been, and remains, one of the most important 
cultural institutions in this nation. Indeed, a case can be made 
that it is our most important, single cultural institution.”

The ABC now has two more reasons for celebration: Amanda 
Meade, in The Guardian on 8 July, quoted the new minister 
for communications, Michelle Rowland, as saying the Labor 
government has pledged to make sure ABC board members 
are appointed on the basis of expertise in a transparent and 
impartial way and are able to operate independently.  She 
believes in board autonomy and independence and plans to 
“revisit” the makeup of the ABC board nominations panel, 
which has several vacancies. In addition, Rowland has pledged 
a five-year funding package to provide the ABC with financial 
stability.  

Editor’s Note: To search for many of the key events and key 
figures in ABC history, which have been recorded under topic or 
author in archived Updates, please go to ABC Friends website 
and go to News, National Newsletter, Archives to download the 
Cumulative Update index.

On 5 November 1956 on opening night of television 
transmission, the ABC’s new Outside Broadcast (OB) van 
is shown parked outside Kellett Street Studios in Kings 
Cross, with cables strung from the third floor window to 
relay pictures to ‘The Stump’ - the temporary transmission 
aerial at Gore Hill.

Joseph Lyons in the first ABC broadcast on 1 July 1932.
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By Richard J. Harding

My proposed TV science channel for 
the public broadcaster will have 
a crucial role in arousing interest 

in science at an early age. In order to get 
young people take up science, and seriously 
apply themselves to science, it needs to 
interest them. As well, it can improve the 

science literacy of the population as a whole. This is why the 
funding for the science channel can come from the Federal 
Department of Education. There is a precedent for a Federal 
Department to fund an ABC TV channel. The public broadcaster 
used to have an international (satellite) channel called Australia 
Network that was funded by the Federal Department of Foreign 
Affairs; before the ABC was forced to abolish it when funding was 
taken away in the 2014 Federal Budget. However, the science 
channel will have a domestic constituency (which the international 
channel did not have) that will fight any attempt for funding 
removal.

The idea occurred back in 2016, but the ABC’s 90th anniversary 
finally prompted me to express it; because the public 
broadcaster’s new decade makes it a right time to consider a 
new development. The initial spark was the shutting down of the 
regular science program Catalyst. The ABC eventually started 
a series of independent science documentaries, which it stuck 
on the Catalyst name. But the public broadcaster brought back 
the name but not the regular science program! This represents a 
downgrade of science in the ABC and it got me thinking about 
how this could be changed; which ultimately led to the idea of the 
science channel, representing an immense upgrade for scientific 
fields in the public broadcaster.

My proposed TV science channel would address science broadly 
in terms of STEM; that is, Science, Technology, Engineering 
and Mathematics. The science channel can feature inspirational 
teachers of STEM areas. This can include the school maths 
teacher Eddie Woo, best known for his online mathematics 
lessons published on YouTube; who was awarded the Australia’s 
Local Hero Award in 2018. Considering it is important to 
have female role models in those areas, someone like the 
mathematician (and TV presenter) Lily Serna should appear as 
well. In terms of education, the science channel does not need 
to be only aimed at school children; because another goal is in 
improving science literacy of the population as a whole. It can 
produce programs like one for farmers on available technology 
they can utilise (that they might previously be unaware), a program 
on how to establish high tech start-ups (including the resources 
and assistance available) and a fact-checking program (to counter 
widely spread misinformation and conspiracy theories). There 
would also, of course, be science documentaries. Importantly, it 
will have a regular science program of whatever name!

There would be a two-way or interactive element in the proposed 
TV science channel; significantly featuring citizen science projects. 

These projects will show how ordinary people can participate 
in science; which would encourage their involvement (reducing 
the perception of scientists being in ivory towers). The science 
channel coverage of these projects will stimulate more assistance 
and volunteers to these initiatives; and it will then cover the 
resulting increased effectiveness of these projects. One citizen 
science project the science channel might cover is that of the 
conservation group Citizens of the Great Barrier Reef; an article 
of which was published, on 15 February 2022, from the ABC 
website. The article (title: How a ‘motley crew’ of citizen scientists 
is helping to save the Great Barrier Reef) revealed how a “flotilla of 
tourist boats, tinnies and superyachts has completed a massive 
research operation on the Great Barrier Reef in a bid to capture a 
big-picture snapshot of its health. Conservation group Citizens of 
the Great Barrier Reef recruited dozens of vessels to help survey 
more than 300 reefs from the tip of Queensland down to Lady 
Elliot Island over a 12-week period. Snorkelers and recreational 
divers snapped more than 40,000 photographs for analysis.” 
The article additionally mentioned more citizen scientists will 
be required around the world later this year to analyse those 
photographic images on the Citizens of the Great Barrier Reef’s 
website. If the science channel had existed to cover this citizen 
science project (informing many people of its existence), it can be 

A new development for a new decade: 
a science channel for the ABC?  

      In particular, the need 
is existential; as the denial 
of science is one of the 
major risks threatening the 
existence of humanity!

expected to induce more volunteers for the later analysis of the 
40,000 photographs. The science channel can create new citizen 
science projects (where there is a clear need) as well as cover 
existing ones. For example, a citizen science project might be set 
up to help locate fire ants; which is an invasive introduced species 
in Queensland. (Once located, it will allow the eradication of these 
pests.) This proposed science project could invite families to go 
into potential fire ant locations in regional areas to search for these 
pests; suggesting to them this would also be an opportunity for a 
picnic!

Finally, it is important to teach science for its critical reasoning 
and logic; not just to young people but to the entire population. 
The present world is one of fake news, alternative facts and 
conspiracy theories in the echo chambers of the internet. In this 
context, particularly noteworthy is an article from the ABC website 
that refers to a report that claims the denial of science as “among 
the top ten risks to humanity, ranking alongside climate change, 
nuclear war, overpopulation and unregulated artificial intelligence 
(AI).” The article (title: “Science denial among the greatest risks 
to humanity, new call to arms“ report finds) was published on 23 
April 2020, but the visible anti-science component in the current 
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anti-vaccination protests demonstrates that claim is even more 
true now than two years ago! The report the article referred to was 
by the Commission for the Human Future (CHF), which was then 
chaired by the former Liberal Party leader and Federal Treasury 
Department economist Dr John Hewson (the current Chair is Dr 
Arnagretta Hunter). The report, named “Surviving and Thriving in 
the 21st Century”, revealed the “disdain for scientific knowledge” 
by influential members of the political class and says that “some 
were actively hostile to it.” The report went on to state: “This had 
led to scientific advice being ignored and scientific investment 
cut because it does not suit short-term political agendas or 
unfounded political beliefs.” The article additionally featured details 

of an interview by Dr Hewson on ABC Radio Adelaide, who 
said governments seem “incapable of accepting science and 
evidence;” adding that “They don’t want to listen to warnings 
and projections, they’re very short-term in their focus, and they 
don’t think strategically.” All this reinforces the need for ways of 
promoting science, such as the TV science channel that I have 
suggested. In particular, the need is existential; as the denial of 
science is one of the major risks threatening the existence of 
humanity!

Richard J. Harding was influenced by ABC programs from an 
early age, Dr Who most notably and is an ABC Friend with a 
tendency to express his ideas.

A s the fire rips through countless acres of Australian 
bush, the wooden frame of a house in country Victoria 
is struggling for life, refusing to give in, until many 

sharp cracks and creaks pierce the orange sky, and the 
house tumbles inwards. Thousands, if not millions of dollars of 
personal property lost in such a short second, right? Wrong, 
because the family was watching the ABC, who was constantly 
broadcasting information on bushfires, flooding, and other 
natural events all around the clock. The family was able to 
evacuate with all their most important belongings, hours before 
the fire even hit their area. This story is true to many Australians 
during the bushfires of January 2020, and many other times 
since. ABC’s emergency information sources are un-matched 
by other news agencies, with countless articles and pages on 
what to do during emergencies, as well as an entire interactive 
map that displays current dangers. During the main outbreak 
of COVID-19 during mid-2020, the ABC launched a live feed 
displaying current information and safety tips and is still being 
sustained and updated to this day in September 2021.

According to the ABC Managing Director David Anderson: 
“Australians turn to the ABC at times of crisis and on some 
occasions during last summer’s bushfires the ABC was a 
central source for life-saving information.” This can be proven 
by the fact that ABC Sydney and ABC New South Wales 
produced a combined total of 296 hours of constant coverage, 
with 54% of Australians claiming they used the ABC as their 
main source of information, this allowed thousands of people to 
evacuate their houses, hours before the fire burned their house. 
The ABC in partnership with The Red Cross raised $13 Million 
to help people impacted by the bushfires. This information 
shows how much of an effect the ABC had on the bushfire 
crisis of summer, and how much of a role the ABC has during 
all emergencies.

During the 2020-2021 global pandemic of COVID-19, the 
ABC provided many sources of information for the Australian 
public to utilise such as countless guides and even an entire 
live news blog broadcasting 24-hour coverage of the situation: 

in over 63 different languages. ABC News also includes 
multiple stories debunking and warning against the massive 
coronavirus misinformation shared online and in person, and 
many explanations and informative graphs, all created with the 
intent of helping the public fight against this world-wide issue. 
It is obvious that the ABC has a great role in helping spread 
information about the pandemic and is doing a great public 
service for the Australian community.

To tie these features together, the ABC has created a live, 
constantly updating incident map of all current issues or 
concerns around all of Australia, including information on 
COVID-19 contact tracing, bushfires, planned burns, flooding, 
animal disease, weather alerts and metrological events. This 
map is the perfect source of information surrounding your state, 
while displaying it in an easy and accessible manner for the 
benefit of everyone. It is without a doubt this map has been 
useful to many, keeping all important news open to the public, 
as well as exhibits the transparency the ABC continues to 
endorse, every time the map is updated.

All these examples, plus many others to be found on their 
website, shows why the ABC plays such an imperative role 
during emergencies of all types. From constant information 
updates during the 2020 bushfire crisis, to the current Covid-19 
Pandemic, all displayed on a live interactive map of Australia, 
the ABC has showed how much the government cares 
about the public wellbeing and their own transparency with 
emergencies. This has absolutely resulted in a great boost of 
their public opinion, as well as having saved many lives and 
families in the progress.

Editors’s Note: Southern Bayside Branch of ABC Friends (Vic) 
organised an essay competition for students at Patterson River 
Secondary College, a public co-educational high school in 
Carrum, Victoria. We congratulate Ben Ward, aged 13, a Year 
8 student, for his outstanding essay.

Why the ABC’s Role During 
Australian Emergencies Is 
So Important
Ben Ward’s Award Winning Essay

The competition winners.
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New South Wales 
ABC Friends worked hard to make the ABC 
an election issue through direct campaigning 
by branches, advertising and social media. We 
cooperated closely with ABC Friends National, with 
other states and with our colleagues at ABC Alumni 
in this, our most ambitious campaign to date.

Our campaign message was simple: the ABC’s 
funding must be restored and its independence 
must be secured. I think we can be proud of our 
achievements. The ABC was prominent as an issue 
throughout the election. In almost all seats where 
we campaigned, new candidates who supported 
the ABC were elected, or existing supporters were 
re-elected with increased majorities. 

We created ads, posters, flyers, videos and 
social media content. Branches letterboxed their 
electorates, staffed polling booths, held market 
stalls, and lobbied candidates. We received some 
great responses to our questionnaires from Labor, 
Greens and independent candidates. We will follow up with new 
Members and Senators throughout the course of this government 
to seek their continued support for the ABC and we’ll encourage 
them to join the Parliamentary Friends of the ABC. 

Our social media campaign focused primarily (but not only) on 
marginal seats in regional and metropolitan NSW, our aim being to 
persuade voters that they should vote for candidates who support 
a strong, independent and publicly-funded ABC. In doing so, we 
wanted to send an unambiguous message to all political parties: 
Australians support and love the ABC and they’ll fight to protect it. 

Our friends at ABC Alumni created a superb set of videos drawing 
on their experience in news and current affairs, international 
reporting, the bush, the arts, triple J and emergency broadcasting. 
The videos summed up everything that is great about the ABC 
– and what’s been lost following years of relentless funding cuts 
and attacks on its independence. Thanks to donations from our 
members and supporters, we were able to display the videos to 
big audiences on social media.

We also held a successful rally in Sydney, with presentations 
by Kerry O’Brien, Labor’s Michelle Rowland (now the 
Communications Minister), Sarah Hanson-Young from the Greens 
and Zali Steggall, the independent member for Warringah. More 
than 400 people attended the rally while another 5,000 people 
viewed the live stream. 

Labor’s promises

At our pre-election rally, Michelle Rowland laid out Labor’s 
commitments for the ABC – commitments that we will pursue 
over coming months and beyond.

Labor promised to:

• Increase funding terms for the ABC from three to five years.

•  Review options for delivering a greater level of financial stability 
and certainty and safeguard against arbitrary cuts and political 
interference.

•  Reverse the Morrison cut of $83.7m – that will make up the 
loss that the previous government’s decision to ‘pause’ the 
indexation of its funding cost the ABC between 2019 and 2022. 

•  Fund an additional $32m for ABC International for broadcasting 
in the Indo-Pacific.

• Examine the reintroduction of shortwave radio.

• Conduct a feasibility study into expanding Double J on radio.

Separately, Labor confirmed the continuation of the Enhanced 
News Gathering fund for regional Australia. ABC Friends believes 
the program should be permanently incorporated into the ABC’s 
operational base funding and will push for this in our forthcoming 
budget submission. 

 Above: Michelle Rowland, Sarah Hanson-Young and Zali Steggall.

Below: Democracy depends on a strong ABC.
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All of these are welcome undertakings but go nowhere near 
to restoring ABC funding to 2013 levels when Labor was last 
in office. And yet the ABC’s output is greater than ever. So our 
work to ensure the ABC is adequately funded will continue. We 
will also push for changes to the process by which members are 
appointed to the ABC Board.

Annual dinner

Almost immediately after the election, we held our annual dinner 
at Alpha Restaurant in Sydney. Of course, thanks to COVID, it 
hasn’t been an “annual” dinner for more than two years so we 
were immensely grateful that we could squeeze the event in. 

Titled “Landscapes of the Mind,” our guest speaker was John 
Bell. One of Australia’s most illustrious theatre personalities, 
John has been hugely influential in shaping Australia’s theatrical 
identity over the past 50 years. He founded the acclaimed Bell 
Shakespeare Company and his productions included over 15 of 
Shakespeare’s greatest works, which played to almost 2.5 million 
Australians.

Reading from Shakespeare’s plays and poetry and drawing 
on rich interpretations of the works, John compared the way 
we absorb popular culture today to Shakespeare’s time when 
audiences were active participants in theatre rather than passive 
consumers of entertainment. As he said, “By engaging deeply 
with him [Shakespeare], we come to a better understanding of 
ourselves, and our potential to be greater than we are.”

What’s next

With the election behind us, it’s time to start thinking about the 
role we’ll play with a new Labor government. What are the crucial 
issues we should pursue? How can we work cooperatively with 
the government to guarantee a strong future for our national 
broadcasters? And what do our members and supporters want? 

These are some of the many questions the NSW committee 
will consider at a planning day once the latest COVID outbreak 
is under control and we can meet in person safely. NSW will 
also host a national planning seminar for ABC Friends in late 
September.

Cassandra Parkinson
President, ABC Friends NSW & ACT

Editor’s Note: After Margaret Reynolds stepped down as ABC 
Friends’ National President, Cassandra has been elected as the 
new National President – Farewell Margaret and Hail Cassandra!

South Australia/ Northern Territory
Looking back at the federal election we were very pleased with 
the work we did leading into the election and during it. We had 
to be strategic about how we worked considering the human 
resources on our committee. We chose to target Sturt and 
Boothby in our state campaign. Three weeks of our digital ads in 
four electorates followed up by attendance at candidate forums 
and by our questionnaire to candidates in Sturt and Boothby 
made for greatest impact.  

The questionnaire had six statements about the ABC against 
which candidates were asked to indicate their level of support. 
These statements addressed the restoration and security of the 
ABC’s funding, its independence, the provision of comprehensive 
rural and regional services, the enhancement of funding for ABC 
International and the provision of good quality ABC radio and 
television broadcasts throughout rural and regional Australia. The 
feedback from candidates allowed us to generate a “Guide to 
Voters” (“Vote for the Candidate Who Best Supports the ABC”). 
Our ABC Friends NationBuilder Administrator, Phil Evans, ensured 
that our Guide to Voters reached electorates via Facebook 

Digital Billboard  
132 West Terrace, Adelaide.
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and email. We are very appreciative of 
the work that was done to help us get 
our guides to the appropriate places. 
Boothby, SA’s most marginal seat was 
subsequently won by Louise Miller-Frost 
for Labor. Boothby has been in Liberal 
hands since 1949.

Sturt remained in the hands of James 
Stevens (Liberal).  

States worked well together over the 
election period, sharing resources and 
insights. ABC Friends National proved 
again that it is an excellent “umbrella” to 
facilitate interaction between independent 
states for greatest synergetic effect. This 
was very evident when we had to work 
quickly, at a critical time in our election 
activity, to meet the requirement from the 
ABC not to use the lissajous (ABC logo) 
in our National and State logos. In April and May we resumed our 
presence at markets attending Eco-markets at Prospect, and we 
will be present at similar markets on 6 August and 3 December. It 
was good to have face to face interactions again with the public 
to tell people about ABC Friends.

Sue Pinnock presented as guest speaker at U3A Inner North 
on 31 May. The talk was about what ABC Friends is and does, 
and why it is so important, in this the 90th year of the ABC, to 
advocate even more strongly for the ABC’s proper funding and 
its independence. Sue’s talk was warmly received by the U3A 
audience. Daryl Regan, SA committee member, will be presenting 
a similar talk to the Port Adelaide U3A on 28 July. 

Richard Ruffin, SA committee member, has taken responsibility 
for a blog about ABC Friends, being posted on SAcommunity. 
SAcommunity is South Australia’s community information 
directory.  The very healthy number of SA supporters and 
members testifies to the high value the community places on our 
national broadcaster. 

On committee, we are currently deciding on the types of 
merchandise that we will hold to sell or give away (for a small 
donation) at markets/fairs. The logistics of holding and storing 
weighty stocks of large items is problematic when these items 
can be bought, for reasonable prices, on-line at the ABC Friends 
National website via the Friends’ Shop. 

We are now making preparations for our AGM which will be held 
on 28 August. If you would like to join our committee please 
contact our secretary, Sandra Coopman, for a nomination form at 
abcfriendssa@gmail.com 

The AGM is an opportunity to reflect on our activity over the 
previous 12 months and importantly to invigorate our committee. 
Post the election and the AGM, the new committee will set its 
agenda in line with its strategic plan for the next 12 months. We 
would welcome your involvement on committee. Please think 
about it.

Sue Pinnock
President, ABC Friends SA/NT and National Committee Member 

Victoria
ABC Friends Victoria ran a comprehensive election campaign 
across seven targeted marginal seats - Casey, Deakin, 
Corangamite, Chisholm, Dunkley, Higgins and McEwen. And our 
very active groups in Ballarat and Bendigo also campaigned. These 
campaigns used social media posting and targeted advertising (see 
details below), static and mobile billboards, fact sheets, corflutes, 
posters and how to vote cards; e-newsletters; cinema ads; and 
face to face contact by our local groups at train stations and 
pre-polling booths. And while our efforts were strongly focused 
on the election campaign itself, our work to raise awareness 
of the potential threats to the ABC posed by a further Coalition 
Government ran from September 2021 until election day. This 
substantially increased our reach and effectiveness. 

Social Media - The ABC Friends Victoria social media election 
campaign began in early February 2022 and concluded at the end 
of May. The social media campaign aimed to educate social media 
users about three primary points:

1. What and who the ABC is, and why it’s important

2. Why the ABC is in danger 

3.  How people could vote in the federal election to protect the ABC

Instagram - A focus on creating easily digestible infographics 
and images maximised engagement and increased our followers 
steadily throughout the campaign (see some popular examples 
below). Content was guided by our social media election strategy, 
becoming more specific in how to ‘protect your ABC’ via voting as 
election day drew closer. 

Facebook has the highest following of all ABCFV social media 
pages, with over 1000 followers in comparison to some 400 on 
Instagram. Many of the ABCFV Facebook followers are part of a 
loyal supporter base. ABCFV used Facebook in several key ways:

1. Sharing of ABCFV website content (articles, links, videos etc)

2. Cross-sharing of Instagram posts that Facebook followers 
otherwise would miss (static visual content, videos, stories)

3. Sharing of ABC Alumni content (videos, article links)

Boothby Candidate Forum 4 May 2022. 
Louise Miller-Frost, far right, won the 

marginal seat for Labor.
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Our local groups: Volunteers from ABC Friends Victoria’s local 
groups were the backbone of our election strategy. With the 
expert support of our campaign manager, Sophie Arnold and 
local group convenors, every week we got the message out, 
particularly within the targeted marginal seats. 

Geelong Group: The Geelong group spans both the marginal 
Corangamite and safer Labor seat of Corio. Members interviewed 
key candidates about issues identified by ABC Friends National 
and the ABC Alumni and then developed a ‘scorecard’ for 
Corangamite, Corio and the Senate which they distributed at 
markets, shopping centres and by letterboxing. Members spoke 
to voters about the ABC at community markets in Bannockburn, 
Drysdale and Torquay and the Geelong railway station. 

Southern Bayside: Volunteers worked in a number of 
electorates. They organised a successful and well attended rally 
outside the office of Senator Van with speeches from ABC Friends 
Victoria President, Michael Henry, ABC Alumni Alison Caldwell 
and shadow Attorney-General Mark Dreyfus.This was picked up 
by The Australian newspaper and local press. This group also 
distributed flyers, met with candidates, letterboxed and handed 
out flyers before local theatre productions.

Eastern Group: The Eastern group worked primarily in the 
Chisholm electorate. They held stalls and interviewed candidates. 
With assistance from the ABC Friends Victoria office, flyers were 
translated into Mandarin so that the many citizens from Chinese 
heritage could be better informed of the threats to the ABC. Large 
ABC Friends banners were also displayed on major roads. This 
group also spent much time removing unauthorised, anti-ABC 
stickers that appeared around the Blackburn railway station and 
at local shops. 

Inner Melbourne Group: Largely within safe seats, these 
members spent their time in the Higgins electorate running stalls 
in busy shopping areas, handing out flyers and engaging passers-
by in conversations about the ABC.

Northern Melbourne Group: Also covering largely safe seats, 
these members collaborated with the Eastern Group to work in 
the electorate of Deakin and displayed roadside banners at major 
intersections.

Ballarat Group: Ballarat group volunteers continued at local 
markets and attended candidate meetings. They hosted an 
excellent webinar with ABC Alumni President Jonathon Holmes. 
The Group are co-sponsoring the launch of The Watermill by 
renowned author Arnold Zable at the Ballarat Library, and, in 
September, will hold an ‘In conversation’ with Matthew Ricketson, 
co-author of Who Needs the ABC? North Melbourne flyer, Bell Nicholson.

Geelong market stall.

Facebook.

Rally with Mark Dreyfus and Michael Henry.

Western Melbourne Group covers all safe seats, but members 
asked candidates for their responses to the ABC Friends/ABC 
Alumni questionnaire. Members also travelled to other electorates 
to assist at stalls and rallies.
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Bendigo Group made sure there was an ABC Friends 
presence at Meet the Candidate events. They also organised a 
live discussion on ‘The ABC – Vital to our Future’ with ex ABC 
Radio Melbourne presenter Jon Faine. ABC Friends Bendigo 
farewelled co-convenors Nancy Toohey and Ian Heriot, who 
have been hard-working, effective and innovative leaders of their 
group. Rose Graham will be new convenor, with Nancy and 
Ian continuing to be actively involved. In August, ABC Friends 
Bendigo will welcome Dr Gael Jennings as guest speaker.

Deakin electorate: Ten very active volunteers visited candidates, 
displayed banners, leafletted at railway stations and letterboxed a 
large part of the electorate and attended early polling booths.

Casey electorate:  Two Zoom meetings of ABC Friends from the 
area resulted in locals displaying corflutes, flyers being distributed 
and posters displayed across the electorate. Members also asked 
questions at candidate forums.

McEwen electorate: After a Zoom meeting, a number of keen 
supporters displayed corflutes, handed out flyers and put posters 
in public places and cafes.

The ABC Friends Speakers Bank continues to present to 
groups to educate, inform and galvanise support. We have found 
that many attendees value the ABC but are often unaware of the 
importance of campaigning for its survival. 

Attracting new, younger friends - We know that a change of 
government is not enough to assure the future of the ABC, and 
we are also conscious of the need to educate younger people 
about the ABC. As we move forward from the election, our focus 
is now on preparing future voters who will ensure the long-term 
sustainability and success of the ABC.  In 2020, ABC Friends 
Victoria commissioned research into the attitudes of young 
people (18 – 40 years) to the ABC and their awareness of threats 
to the ABC from insufficient government funding or political 
interference. This research – which focused on tertiary students/
young professionals and parents of young children - found that 
while nearly all respondents love particular programs or products 
(for example, Triple J and Bluey), most were often not aware 
these came from the ABC. There was also limited awareness that 
the ABC is funded by the national government. 

ABC Friends Victoria has been working to implement the 
recommendations of this report, particularly through the efforts 
of the inaugural ABC Friends Victoria youth engagement officer, 

Aynsley Mitchell, and social media coordinator, Tom Hall. This 
work is about to be boosted by a new youth engagement 
strategy, the appointment of a new person to implement the 
strategy and our involvement in the Public Relations Institute of 
Australia’s Pitch This competition.  Each year, final year Public 
Relations students compete in teams to develop a real-life 
communications strategy for a chosen community organisation.

This year, students are being asked to provide ideas as to how 
ABC Friends can reach and engage young people so that they 
understand that the ABC is government-funded, independent 
and a vital source of factual news and information. The results of 
this competition will be incorporated into the work ABC Friends 
Victoria does to engage with younger audiences. 

Sophie Arnold, Gai Mooney and Tom Hall
ABC Friends, Victoria 

Western Australia
Thanks to all the WA members and supporters of ABC Friends 
who helped and encouraged our efforts during the election period 
to inform the community of the issues surrounding the ABC and 
its viability into the future.  Whether you assisted at or visited one 
of our market stalls, made a donation, liked or shared a Facebook 
or Twitter post, or spoke to friends and acquaintances about the 
ABC, ‘every bit counts’, as they say, and I think it did!

Leading up to the election, ABC Friends WA continued to attend 
markets as a good way to speak directly with a wide range 
of people.  At the end of April we returned to the Kingsway 
Community Market in Madeley; then, in a special effort on the 
weekend before the election, we held stalls at Kyilla Farmers’ 
Market in North Perth on the Saturday, and Victoria Park Market 
on the Sunday.  Thanks to all who helped on these stalls; special 
mention to committee members Eric Findlay, Rob McCormack 
and Henry Bateman who all seem to have the special knack of 

ABC Friends Ballarat 90th anniversary celebration.

Dilip Parekh, Vic. Park Markets.
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approaching and interacting with people and, I’m happy to say, 
they reported very encouraging feedback from many of those they 
spoke to.  Pictured is musician Dilip Parekh entertaining visitors 
at the Vic. Park market, wearing the ‘No ABC’ Alphabet (Leunig) 
t-shirt we gave him after we heard him singing an ABC-related 
song. Dilip says he will “wear it with pride”.

We also spread the message via targeted ads on Facebook.  
From mid-April until the election, we ran various videos and 
static ads across 10 WA electorates.  One video, Saving the 
ABC Saves Lives, was produced by the agency Campaign Edge 
for ABC Friends NSW/ACT and rebranded for ABC Friends 
WA (thus saving the cost of a separate ad); this video attracted 
an encouragingly high rate of engagement.  We ran it in three 
electorates - O’Connor, Forrest, and southern parts of Durack - 
which had all suffered serious bushfires.  We also targeted it, and 
other ads, in the marginal seats of Pearce, Swan, Hasluck and 
Cowan; in Perth, because of the support we have there; in Curtin 
where we have many members; and in Tangney and Moore where 
Government members have not been supportive of the ABC.  
We also posted videos produced by ABC Alumni (again, sharing 
resources), one of which featured Kerry O’Brien and another with 
a Triple J theme.  We spent about $1,000 on rebranding some 
of the material, and $4,900 in total on the Facebook ads, many 
of which achieved much higher than average click through rates 
(CTRs) in most electorates.  And we were very happy with the 
election results in WA!

We sent a survey to 34 candidates in six electorates (Cowan, 
Curtin, Hasluck, Pearce, O’Connor and Swan). The questions 
were about ABC independence, introduction of a five-year funding 
cycle, the restoration of funding to pre-2014 levels, a new process 
for Board appointments, the restoration and enhancement of 
ABC International, and ensuring that ABC Radio and Television 
services can be accessed throughout rural and regional Australia.  
Candidates were asked to tick one of 5 boxes - ‘Strongly Agree’, 
‘Agree’, ‘Disagree’, ‘Strongly Disagree’, and ‘Unsure’. Responses 
(or non-responses) to the survey were posted online (www.
abcfriends.net.au/candidate_wa2022). Here is the report card 
from the survey for the previously Liberal electorate of Curtin 
(won by independent Kate Chaney). We received much positive 
feedback from people pleased to be informed about the attitudes 
of candidates in their electorate towards the ABC.  Many thanks 

to our WA Secretary, Cathy Bardon, for doing most, if not all, the 
work on this project.

By the way, our bushfire billboard, ABC - Your partner in the Bush 
(see the April newsletter) was still in place in Northam as of mid-
May when we checked with a local member.

Finally, a quick note to let you know that we are aiming to hold our 
AGM on Sunday, 16 October, but are still in the early stages of 
organising.  We will keep you informed.

Bobbie Mackley
President ABCF-WA 

Tasmania
The election involved significant effort by our Committee, 
members and supporters and we succeeded in highlighting the 
importance of the ABC to Tasmanians during the election.

Volunteers distributed posters, flyers and attended markets and 
events to increase awareness of the value of the ABC and threats 
to its future across the State. A local art gallery in Stanley asking 
if they could keep their “ABC - When Truth Matters” poster in 
their front window and the supporters contacting us offering 
their commitment to do more are just two examples of the 
overwhelmingly positive feedback we’re received. 

Our Northern and Southern convenors (Polly Flanagan and Ros 
Stoddart) worked tirelessly throughout the campaign, and I want 
to acknowledge the huge effort they have made in ensuring we 
had a presence at markets and events throughout the State. 
Going forward, we have set a strong foundation on which to 
promote the ABC and its importance to our democracy. 

Throughout the recent campaign our Secretary Kate Durkin 
invested a great deal of time and effort to ensure we kept 
on track. Kate stepped down on 16 June and we want to 
acknowledge her extraordinary contribution to ABC Friends in 
Tasmania and nationally. Kate has put her heart and soul into 
our organisation. She took on the role of Secretary in 2016 and 
has improved the operational infrastructure of the State branch 
- updating the Rules, upgrading systems and improving the level 
of communication with members. Kate has produced hundreds 
of documents, streamlined processes, and dealt with more than 
40 000 emails. We are a better organisation for Kate’s efforts. On 
9 June we met to celebrate Kate’s contribution and presented 
her with a very appropriate “Volunteer” camellia as a token of our 
appreciation.

In the course of the campaign three strong advocates of the 
ABC passed away. Walter (Wally) Pritchard was an outstanding 
volunteer. A salt of the earth person committed to good causes 
such as ours. He is missed. As is Melva Truchanas, a true 
champion of the Tasmanian Wilderness and Lynley Grant who 
lived the motto: 

“Do all the good you can

By all the means you can 

In all the ways you can 

In all the places you can 

At all the times you can 

To all the people you can 

As long as ever you can.”
Curtin WA Candidate Scorecard Election 2022.

http://www.abcfriends.net.au/candidate_wa2022
http://www.abcfriends.net.au/candidate_wa2022
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Margaret Reynolds, inaugural National President of ABC Friends, 
stepped down from her position in June. Margaret has made 
an enormous contribution to ABC Friends, both nationally and 
in Tasmania. We’re very pleased that Margaret will continue to 
contribute as a member of the ABC Friends Tasmania Committee. 

Over the next few weeks, we will seek input from our members and 
supporters to inform the development of our strategy for the next 
year or so. We need to explore and discuss a range of questions 
about public broadcasting and the context in which it continues to 
exist. 

Within the context of the Charter, what are the gaps in our ABC’s 
performance? How can it tell the stories of change and hold those 
in power to account? How can public broadcasting take on the 
fracturing of social media news to uphold the notion that truth 
matters? What do we want from ABC in Tasmania? And who do 
we want to hear from to ensure we are well informed about the 
next stage of public broadcasting in Australia? There are so many 
conversations to be had and ideas to be heard. We’re looking 
forward with excitement.

Peter Tatham
President, ABC Friends Tasmania 

ACT & SE NSW 
As I write this it’s just over two months since the federal election, 
and the country seems to have shifted in so many ways. 
ABC Friends can rightly claim some credit for the change to a 
government that is certainly more ABC Friendly.

Our branch campaigned actively in two marginal electorates, Eden-
Monaro and Gilmore. Both areas had relatively new Labor MPs who 
had actively supported the ABC – and the Liberal candidates in the 
electorates didn’t even bother to reply to a number of our requests 
for their views. 

So we had no choice but to actively encourage people to 
vote for the ABC-friendly candidates, and in both cases they 
were returned. In Gilmore, now the country’s most marginal 
electorate, we reckon the strong campaigning by our local 
members and supporters probably swung enough votes to 
make the difference.

This work was a combination of electronic and social media 
campaigning plus old-fashioned on-the-ground campaigning, 
a combination that we think was really effective. So many 
thanks to all of those people who walked the pavements to 
letter box, put up corflutes and posters, and handed out our 
flyers. You really did have an impact!

But although we can feel reassured that we no longer 
have a stridently anti-ABC government, we do have 
one experiencing a wide range of economic pressures 
and demands. Although it does have some policies that 
strengthen the ABC, the ALP is still has not committed to 
filling in the large financial hole left by the Coalition’s years of 
underfunding. 

So we still have lots of work to do – to persuade both the 
Government and the public that better funding of the ABC 
isn’t an indulgent luxury. We believe that a properly resourced 
ABC can make Australia a smarter, more democratic, and 
richer, both culturally and economically. 

In late May the ACT branch participated in the Council on the 
Ageing (COTA) Seniors Expo at the Canberra showgrounds, 
Exhibition Park. It was an excellent day and our stall did a 
brisk trade in t-shirts and other merchandise. A big thank you 
to organizer Gia Metherell and helpers Elizabeth Masters, 
Anne Hastings, Robin Gibson, Garth Setchell and Alexander 
Hood, who were kept busy chatting to the numerous visitors 
and selling our wares.

Peter Lindenmayer
Convenor, ACT & SE NSW Branch

Garth 
Setchell at 
the COTA 
Seniors 
Expo in 
Canberra.
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Central Coast
ABC Friends is an organisation that is not aligned with any 
political party. However, the result on 21 May offers the possibility 
that, at least in the immediate term, the ABC will be able to 
operate with a greater sense of financial security and without its 
independence being undermined. The previous government’s 
record on funding cuts, coupled with their relentless allegations of 
bias, meant that a Coalition victory would not have given us much 
cause for hope.

I would like to thank all our ABC Friends on the Central Coast for 
their support and encouragement over the course of the Federal 
election campaign. We began before the campaign commenced 
with a function at the Everglades Club in Woy Woy on 6 April 
featuring Jonathan Holmes who gave a powerful speech about 
the threats the ABC confronts from its critics, most notably at 
News Limited. This was the first time that we had been able 
to meet in person due to COVID restrictions. Over 60 people 
attended this very well received event. It was made possible 
by the efforts of Helen Grasswill, a Walkley, Logies and Human 
Rights award-winning journalist. Helen is also a co-founder and 
Deputy Chair of the ABC Alumni and has been a tremendous 
help to us in securing guest speakers of the calibre of Jonathan 
as well as Sue Spencer, who was able to broadcast to us at the 
beginning of the year on Zoom.

The next phase of our campaign was centred around the 
pre-polling and on election day at polling stations. Following 
the recommendations of the ABC Friends National and State 
Committees, we formulated a ‘how to vote’ flyer for those 
surveyed candidates who supported the ABC’s independence and 
more secure funding. Our survey was completed and returned 
by the Greens candidate, Shelly McGrath.  We also received 
statements of support from Gordon Reid of the ALP and Jeff 
Lawson from the Indigenous Party of Australia. This support was 
acknowledged on the flyer, a 1000 of which were distributed at 
Gosford, Woy Woy and Erina prior to the election and at Kariong 
and Gosford on polling day. 

The Federal election provided us with valuable opportunities to 
interact with the community and promote the ABC as an issue 
for voters to consider. My sincere thanks to all our members 
and supporters for contributing in whatever way they could to 
our cause throughout this period. I believe that the energy and 
commitment our branch displayed leading up to and including 
the election campaign has been recognised and acknowledged 
by our organisation. With the election decided, we took the 
opportunity to meet with ABCF members and ABC supporters on 
Saturday, July 9th to celebrate our efforts during the campaign 
along with the 90th anniversary of the ABC.

During the year two of our long-standing members and ABC 
supporters have died – Margaret Lund and Tom McDonald. ABC 
Friends Central Coast Secretary Chris Moe wrote this tribute to 
Margaret: “She was the heart and soul of our ABCF-CC. As well 
as being secretary of our branch for a number of years she also 
created and edited our newsletter. You always knew where you 
stood with Margaret. We extend our sympathy and best wishes to 
her husband John, a former branch treasurer and long standing 
member of ABC Friends and to their family”.

Ross McGowen wrote this tribute to Tom: “One of our long-
standing members and ABC supporters, Tom McDonald died on 
16 April this year. Tom was the National Secretary of the Building 
Workers Industrial Union and Vice President of the ACTU. He was 
instrumental in securing universal superannuation, accident pay 
for injured workers, long service leave and the minimum wage 
system. In an obituary published 
in the Sydney Morning Herald on 
26 April 2022, Michael Easson, 
former Secretary of the Labor 
Council of NSW (now Unions 
NSW) wrote “Australia’s modern 
system of superannuation 
never would have materialised 
without McDonald’s strategic 
nous in the first term of the 
Hawke government. Winning 
superannuation for building 
workers transformed Australia”.

Bill Kelty, the former Secretary of 
the ACTU, wrote in the foreword 
to Tom and Audrey McDonald’s 
memoir Dare to Dream: “When 
it comes to the living standards 

We followed this up with visits to the Gosford markets on 
successive weekends on 17 and 24 April. Our group was 
encouraged by the responses we received from the public at the 
market to our flyers. They featured the issues of ABC impartiality 
and its role as an emergency broadcaster. Further encouragement 
was extended to Helen Matthews who distributed more flyers 
along the Esplanade at Ettalong Beach and to our ‘wobble 
boarding’ group who displayed posters promoting the ABC’s role 
along the Central Coast highway at the Gosford waterfront. The 
balance of the 600 flyers were distributed through letterboxes, 
pre-polling stations and at the two candidates’ forums we 
attended at Wagstaffe Hall on 30 April and at the Red Tree 
Theatre, Tuggerah on 1 May. The forum at Tuggerah featured 
former ABC editorial director, Alan Sunderland who also gave a 
very insightful address on the issue of impartiality.

Jonathan Holmes at the Everglades Club, Woy Woy.

Tom McDonald, Union Activist.
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of working people I know this: without Tom McDonald we would 
have neither the superannuation system nor the minimum wage 
system we have now”.

Tom’s widow, Audrey, also a long-standing member and 
supporter of ABC Friends has been a leading campaigner for the 
rights of women and children throughout her adult life. She has 
also been a prominent activist in the peace and anti-apartheid 
movements.  Throughout their 62-year-old partnership, Tom and 
Audrey shared the same commitment to working people and 
never ceased to advocate and campaign on their behalf. Their 
efforts helped to ensure that those most vulnerable in society 
made gains across a range of conditions. These include, secure 
employment, wages, safe workplaces, access to childcare and 
an adequate retirement income. We extend our best wishes and 
gratitude to Audrey for the dedication she and Tom showed in the 
struggle to ensure a more just and equitable society. 

Editor’s Note: Tom McDonald was awarded Membership of the 
Order of Australia (AM) in 1994 for services to Australian unionism 
and superannuation. Audrey McDonald, fellow activist and Tom’s 
partner of 62 years, was awarded the Medal of the Order of 
Australia (OAM) in 1989 for service to the trade union movement 
and to women’s affairs.

Ross McGowen
Convenor, ABC Friends Central Coast. 

Western Suburbs of Sydney (WSoS) 
Our WSoS Branch, with limited resources, covered pre poll, 
Public Community Events and several polling booth opportunities. 
It was pleasing that many voters took flyers, expressed concerns 
and confirmed their intentions to support Our ABC at the ballot 
box. Unfortunately, we were not able to remove the Lindsay 
Electorate sitting Candidate.

You may have seen the recent Four Corners program that 
revealed the “goings on” in Lindsay and other electorates.

We as ABC Friends members and supporters are pleased to 
see the change of government, the only defence that will save 
Our ABC! Our congratulations and thank you to all who worked, 
supported and voted to Save Our ABC into the future.

The innovative concept chosen to plan the ABCF NSW/ACT 
campaign by a committee headed up by Cassandra Parkinson 
and Peter Lindenmayer with representative ABCF members 
from marginal and vulnerable electorates deserves mention 
and proved successful. Meeting regularly via zoom proved 
invaluable, successful and productive. The financial support and 
campaign promotional material proved invaluable. WSoS Branch 
congratulates ABCF NSW/ACT for their leadership that helped 
change government.

Congratulations to the Hon Michelle Rowlands, Minister for 
Communications who has hit the ground running by announcing 
her intentions to intervene or introduce to Parliament alternatives 
to the previous governments “smash or bash” Our ABC into 
submission. 

Great to see historical and entertaining highlights featured in 
celebration of the ABC turning 90. Well Done Our ABC

We acknowledge with some regret, that the ABC’s National 
President Margaret Reynolds has announced her intentions to 
stand down as President and we thank and congratulate Margaret 
for her leadership and achievements.

Bev and Barry Redshaw
Co-Convenors, Western Suburbs of Sydney. 

Southern Highlands
We celebrated the ABC’s 90th birthday on 2 July, the coldest and 
wettest day in Bowral.  Bowral School kindly made their hall and 
facilities available.  Two of our Committee, Julianne and Sandra, 
ran an Art Competition amongst the local schools, on ‘What the 
ABC means to me’.  After MC Angela spoke briefly about ABC 
Friends, for the benefit of parents of the students who attended to 
see the prizes awarded, local Archibald finalist, Zoe Young spoke 
of her inspiration for practising art and encouraging budding 
artists, followed by the ABC’s Music Man, Andrew Ford. Such 
a pleasure to listen to his reflections on his 25 years working for 
the National Broadcaster, stressing it is ‘ours’. Students were 
awarded prizes for their artworks, and two schools, Kangaloon 
and Avoca, were specially commended for their wholehearted 
support of the Competition, both principals attending to receive a 
framed unique poster. 

Our Branch founder, Gill, and RFS volunteer, David, then cut the 
cake as we sang Happy Birthday dear Aunty. After B1 and B2 
distributed cake to more than 70 attendees (catering organised 
by Deb, Grahame, Belinda and Trevor), our event concluded with 
‘Fairy’ Erin putting on an entrancing show for the youngsters, 

Andrew Ford Addressing the crowd – photo: Sandra Crossan.

David, Gill, Deb, Belinda – Photo: Angela Williamson.
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including her miniature white piccolo pony costumed as winged 
Pegasus. Update Editor Mal Hewitt came all the way from the 
Blue Mountains and heartily joined in the singing.

The Art prizes came from a generous Committee donor and The 
Bowral Bookshop, with support from Arthead in Moss Vale. The 
Southern Highlands Community values our ABC.

Angela Williamson 
Southern Highlands  

Northern Rivers
While it is tempting to believe that things have changed for 
the better, the October budget will be the real test of the new 
government’s commitment to the ABC.

In the Northern Rivers, (Page held by Nationals and Richmond 
by Labor), we adapted the NSW/ACT survey format but issued 
it only to the Nats, Labor and Greens. Although the seats were 
not expected to change (and they didn’t), we thought it important 
to maintain the Friends profile with our local politicians, as we 
had conducted surveys in 2016 and 2019. Also there were new 
candidates for the Greens and for the Nats in Richmond.

As we promised candidates in our introduction to the survey, 
we publicised the results with our 300 plus members and ran 
half page advertisements in the three bigger local papers. The 
Byron Shire Echo picked up our media release and ran an article. 

“Fairy” Erin with B1 and B2 and a piccolo pony – Photo: 
Sandra Crossan.

Zoe Young, Andrew Ford, Mal Hewitt, Angela Williamson - 
Photo: Deb Smith.
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Since the election, we have expressed our congratulations, or 
condolences to the candidates as circumstances dictated.

In summary, we think it’s reasonable to conclude that:

•  Emphasising the ABC’s flood and bushfire efforts was the right 
strategy.

•  Advising electors that the Nats refused to support the ABC or 
engage with our Branch over many years, was justifiable.

•  We were justified in reminding ALP candidates that we 
appreciated their undertakings, but we look forward to tangible 
budget commitment.

•  Realistically, ABC issues in our electorates probably had minimal 
influence on election outcomes, given the disruption to our 
community, but it was important to let all Parties know that we 
are around and we care.

Voting patterns may change over the next term of government. 
While we owe Justine Elliot, (Labor in Richmond) support, Mandy 
Nolan (Greens) has a realistic chance of winning next term, 
assuming she stays in the limelight and the shine ultimately wears 
off recent ALP achievements. In Page the Nat’s Kevin Hogan’s 
overwhelming advantage with incumbency, grants and publicity 
budget should dissipate. It may not continue to be a National 
Party stronghold.

As far as Friends membership is concerned, it seems to us that 
we now need to attract people who are genuine enthusiasts for 
the ABC values and content, rather than those who have been 
driven by the lack of support for the ABC demonstrated by the 
previous government. How we do that is a matter for future 
discussion.

Peter Dickson
President ABCF Northern Rivers 

Northern Tablelands
In a wrap-up on the recent Federal election, our branch sent 
copies of an ABC Friends questionnaire to the eight candidates 
standing in the seat of New England. Unfortunately, only four of 
those candidates completed and returned the questionnaire (two 
Independents, Green and Labor).  Of those, all were strongly in 
support of the ABC; in particular, adequate funding and more 
independent governance.  We suspected that only those with 
a positive attitude towards public broadcasting would respond, 
but would also have liked to know the specific attitudes of the 
other four (National, LDP, UAP and ONP), positive or negative, 
particularly that of our local member, Barnaby Joyce.

We attended the Armidale Market at the end of April on a 
quiet and rather brisk Sunday morning. We spoke to a few 
market attendees about the upcoming election, received public 
confirmation on the limited broadcasting strength of Radio 
National across the Northern Tablelands, and sold out all of our 
ABC aprons and tote-bags. While we do also have a dedicated 
branch Facebook page (regular updates and discussion) and 
website (regular blogs), we feel it is important to retain face-to-
face contact with people in our area.

A panel/audience discussion on the use of mis/disinformation 
across the media (The Pub Test: Fake News or Fact?) was 
successfully held in early April at the Wicklow Hotel, Armidale.  
The format we chose seemed to work well, with an MC and each 
of five panelists who spoke for ten minutes on a different aspect of 
mis/disinformation followed by 10 minutes of questions/comments 
from the audience.  More than two hours went by very quickly.

Apart from a couple of other events in planning – Robyn Williams 
has agreed to be our October speaker and we are developing a 
new Media Prize focussed on Year 11/12 students – that is all we 
have to report for the last four months.

Bruce Stevenson
President, ABC Friends, Northern Tablelands 

Blue Mountains
Our Federal Electorate of Macquarie was the most marginal seat 
in Australia, after the 2019 election, with only a 0.2% margin. 
The seat comprises two distinct Local Government Areas: the 
Blue Mountains, and the Hawkesbury. Support for the incumbent 
Labor MP, Susan Templeman was always very strong in the 
Blue Mountains. Similarly, support for the Liberal candidate 
was very high in the Hawkesbury. Our branch knew that our 
campaign would need to focus much more on the Hawkesbury. 
With recent major flooding events in the Hawkesbury, the strong 
flyer message, “During an Emergency, ABC broadcasting saves 
lives”, with its powerful image of a flooded Windsor Bridge, was 
particularly relevant and impactful. Likewise, the strong image 
of bushfires on the flyer for distribution in the Blue Mountains, 
resonated with voters.  

Our committed team of 25 Friends letter-boxed thousands of 
flyers in the Hawkesbury and Blue Mountains. Rewards for this 
activity included discovering new streets and suburbs, healthy 
exercise and burning loads of calories, especially when deftly 
dodging puddles and sloshy grass!

At Springwood Pre-polling Centre, attired in “Saving the ABC 
Saves Lives” t shirts, our dedicated and fearless Friends, such 
as Brian and Anne, worked long hours over many wet days, 
handing out “Vote to support our ABC” flyers. These flyers ranked 
candidates’ level of support for the ABC. We stood beside large 
corflutes, which displayed dramatic images of fires and floods, 
with the stark message, “In an emergency, ABC broadcasting 
Saves Lives”. At the Katoomba Pre-polling Centre, Friends such 
as Eunice and Nick braved the very cold wet weather to hand out 
the flyers, and to engage with local voters. In the Hawkesbury, 
voting traffic at the Windsor Pre-Polling Centre was very light, and 
given the long distances between Katoomba, for example, and 
Windsor, we decided to concentrate our efforts at Richmond, 
where there was a steady flow of voters. We experienced mostly 
positive interaction with voters: many were not aware of the 
current threats to the ABC, nor the impact of the cuts. 

Campaign reflections at our first well-attended branch meeting 
after the election, included ABC Friend Phil’s interesting encounter 
with John Howard, former PM, who came straight up to Phil at 
the Richmond Pre-polling centre, proclaiming his strong support 
for the ABC, and shaking Phil’s hand. He was accompanied by 
the Liberal candidate. Phil also chatted to the Pauline Hanson 
candidate, who said she’d never heard of the ABC!  Bob stated 
that most people were receptive to the Friends’ overarching 
message. Susan commented that the ABC was not necessarily 
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on the agenda, as there were so many other important issues 
dominating this election.

Our Friend Carole, reflected on her greatest cause for concern: 
handing out leaflets at the pre-polling and polling booths. Carole 
later provided insightful comments: voters are usually in a hurry to 
get in and out of these places, so there is little time to chat; the 
ABC not being a political party causes confusion, and perhaps 
a feeling of nuisance; ABC Friends, being apolitical, cannot say 
“vote for this party or this one”. We are asking people to read very 
wordy leaflets and draw their own conclusions in a short time-
frame; the handouts, “Vote to support our ABC”, were very high 
quality, but wordy. Feedback was that people just wanted ‘how 
to vote’ information; letterbox leaflets were also high quality and 
likely had an impact if they were read; undecided people who 
are hostile to the Labor Party, or the ABC for that matter, may be 
at risk of making a negative connection at that vulnerable point. 
Carole stated that perhaps a distinction could be made between 
pre-polling and polling, with the former being retained. Carole 
feels that ABC Friends would be better off, taking the long view, 
and campaigning year-round at markets and other gatherings to 

educate people about the essential service it provides.

Friends Sue and Ian reflected that the flood and fire flyers were 
effective: focussing on emergency services was a good tactic. They 
felt that we made more people aware of the plight and function of 
the ABC. However, not being able to use the ABC lissajous made 
an impact, making it harder to get the message out.

To spread the essential Emergency Broadcaster message further 
afield (especially in the Hawkesbury, with its many outlying suburbs) 
we placed ads in the local papers. 

Susan Templeman, Labor MP (and also a Parliamentary Friend) 
retained the seat of Macquarie in May, with a very healthy, 
indisputable margin of 7.8%.

We like to think that our branch of ABC Friends, contributed to 
this fantastic result, by highlighting the crucial role played by our 
Emergency National Broadcaster, and the importance of having a 
well-funded, strong and independent ABC.

Sue Noske
President, ABC Friends, Blue Mountains

by Tim Burrowes 
The author has had a ringside seat at the  
events that led to these changes: newspaper advertising dried 
up, TV viewers turned to Netflix, and radio listeners turned to 
streaming services, networks went broke and the ABC came 
under sustained attack. 

When Mark Scott became managing director of the ABC in 
2006 he liked to quote from ‘The Leopard’, a novel about 19th 
century Sicily: “If we want things to stay as they are, things will 
have to change”. Scott launched iview “to make Aunty more 
relevant, more engaging, more contemporary”. This book 
examines key players who have (or have not) made these 
changes: the Murdochs, Antony Catalano and Greg Hywood, 
Kim Williams, James Packer, Gina Rinehart, Alan Jones, 
Michelle Guthrie, Justin Milne, and Kerry Stokes. Faced with 
Google and Facebook, Australia’s media companies had to 
remake their business models and battle for survival. 

While Ken Inglis chronicled ABC’s history until 2006, this 
explores more recent battles between politicians and all forms 
media. It is insightful, entertaining and frightening.

Tim Burrowes is an independent journalist who founded the 
award-winning Mumbrella in 2008. For more than 30 years 
he has worked in the UK, Middle East and Australia. Tim is 
a recognised commentator on media issues, including an 
occasional newspaper review slot on ABC TV’s News Breakfast 
program. The book was published by Hardie Grant Books in 
2021 and costs $34.99.

Media Unmade: 
Australia’s Media’s 
Most Disruptive 
Decade



Ballarat Electorate 
Maureen MacPhail
0476 247 870
david.i.macphail@gmail.com 

Bendigo Electorate 
Nancy Toohey
nmtoohey.31@gmail.com

Boroondara 
Gael: 03 9859 5185
barretts75@gmail.com 

Castlemaine area 
Rosie  0419 767 884
rosiespear@gmail.com 

Eastern Melbourne
Neil  0411 487 348
jenbneilb@gmail.com 

Geelong area
Martin Shirley & Jennifer Lord
abcfriendsgeelong@gmail.com 

Inner Melbourne 
Marion Crooke
0413 315 084
arioncrooke@gmail.com

Western Melbourne 
Lorraine Harrison & Phil Corser
abcfwesternmelbourne@gmail.com 

Latrobe electorate
Peter Fleming  0418 557 808
lrbrain1896@gmail.com

Stephen Koci  
stephen.koci@gmail.com

Northern Melbourne 
Margaret Hanrahan
0421 338 155
margaret@nashcc.com.au 

Southern Bayside
Ivor Donohue
03 9580 6402 
ivor_donohue@hotmail.com 

ABC Friends

NSW/ACT Regional Branches

Queensland Regional Branch Tasmania Regional Branches

Victorian Groups

ACT & South East NSW
Peter Lindenmayer (Convenor)
0497 976 945
actsensw@abcfriends.net.au 

Blue Mountains
Sue Noske (President) 
0421 020 610
susano2311@gmail.com

Central Coast 
Ross McGowen
0400 213 514
ross.mcgowen61@gmail.com 

Eastern Suburbs of Sydney 
Nizza Siano (Secretary)
02 9327 3423
nizzamax@gmail.com 

Hunter  
Allan Thomas
02 4930 7309
allan.thomas2@bigpond.com 

Mid-North Coast 
Drusi Meggett
02 6583 8798
fabc.midcoast@gmail.com 

Northern Suburbs of Sydney 
Janine Kitson (Convenor)
janinemkitson@gmail.com
0428 860 623

Northern Rivers 
Jennie Hicks (Secretary)
0431 958 991  
hicksanddickson@gmail.com

•   Byron sub-branch 
 Tim Mulroy
 tim2483@bigpond.net.au
 

• Tweed sub-branch 
 Neville Jennings
 neville.jennings82@gmail.com 

• Lismore sub-branch 
 Felicity Holmes
 fholmes@bigpond.com
 0429 650 530

Northern Tablelands 
Vic Wright (Secretary)
0477 877 315
northerntablelands@abcfriends.
net.au 

Riverina / Murray
Drew Porter 
0409 369 253
drew.porter@bigpond.com.au

Sapphire Coast
Dianne Beckett (Convenor)
0434 996 586 
dianne.friends@outlook.com

Shoalhaven & South Coast
Carmel McCallum (Convenor)
0414 392 660 (texts preferred)
shoalhaven-southcoast@
abcfriends.net.au

Southern Highlands
Gill Graham (Convenor)  
0421 870 982
Belinda Wright (Secretary)
southernhighlands@abcfriends.
net.au

Southern Sydney
Moira McGuire (Convenor)
moira.mcguire.bbe@gmail.com
0410 357 235

Western Suburbs of 
Sydney
Bev and Barry Redshaw 
(Convenors)
0429 492 168
wsos@abcfriends.net.au

ABC Friends National Inc.
PO Box 3620 Manuka ACT 2603 
president@abcfriends.net.au

Victoria
Michael Henry (President) 
Ross House 
247 Flinders Lane 
Melbourne  Vic. 3000 
1300 108 126 
office@abcfriends.org.au

NSW & ACT
Cassandra Parkinson 
PO Box 1391 North Sydney 2059 
0403 105 901 
president_nswact@abcfriends.net.au

Queensland
Dr Vikki Uhlmann 
18 Rogers St, West End, Qld 4101 
0417 196 412 
president_qld@abcfriends.net.au

South Australia & Northern 
Territory 
Sue Pinnock 
PO Box 7158 Hutt St Adelaide  
SA 5000 
Phone: 0407 035 701 
sa@abcfriends.net.au

Western Australia
Bobbie Mackley 
PO Box 534 Subiaco WA 6904 
wa@abcfriends.net.au 
T: 0422 489 711 (office hours only)

Tasmania
Peter Tatham (President) 
pwtatham@gmail.com 
0407 853 196

Join the ABC Friends
There is strength in numbers, and every membership counts at this time of unprecedented attacks on ‘Our ABC’.

To join go to abcfriends.net.au or phone your local contact below.

Like to join a local group or 
be on their mailing list? To 
find out more about one in 
your area:  ➞
Not in these areas?

Contact Gai Mooney 

Groups Convenor
0407 050 937
gaimooney@gmail.com 
as we are setting up new 
groups.

Sunshine Coast
Charmaine Foley:  
0411 880 375
chsfoley@gmail.com

Southern Qld
Kent Eising (Convenor)
0474 486 806
abcfriends.toowoomba@gmail.com

South
Roslyn Stoddart
thestoddarts@gmail.com
0407 555 239 (text messages only)

North and North-West
Polly Flanagan
pollyflanagan53@gmail.com
0417 374 696 (office hours only)
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