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   Inside Update

An ABC investigation has won the top honour at the 2022 
Walkley Awards for Excellence in Journalism, with ABC 
journalists and broadcasters also winning ten other 

awards. Anne Connolly, Ali Russell and Stephanie Zillman 
have won Gold at the Walkley Awards, Australian journalism’s 
highest honour, for their investigation State Control on ABC Four 
Corners. as well as the award for Public Service Journalism — 
for their year-long investigation into Public Guardian and Trustee 
agencies. State Control exposed the stories of around 50,000 
Australians who said they had been virtually abducted by the 
state. This was enlightening and determined reporting, giving 
power to voiceless people and allowing them to tell a story of 
complete powerlessness, the Walkley judges said. Prompting 
debate about law reform in various states, it has the potential to 
effect large-scale public policy reform. 

The award for Outstanding 
Contribution to Journalism 
went to Sally Neighbour for 
her impactful career. In Sally 
Neighbour’s seven years as Four 
Corners’ executive producer, 
the program won 18 Walkleys, 
including two Gold Walkleys. Four 
Corners stories she commissioned 
led to four royal commissions – into 
youth justice, banking, aged care 
and Murray-Darling water theft.

A total of 26 ABC journalists were named finalists across 15 
categories at the Awards, which were presented in Sydney on 17 
November. ABC director of news Justin Stevens said the awards 
were testament to the talent, hard work and incredible dedication 
of our people.  Other awards included:

•  The Nikon-Walkley Press Photographer of the Year to Brendan 
Esposito - for a body of work spanning Ukraine and Australia 
for the ABC.  

•  Award for Television/Video Camera Work to Ryan Sheridan, 
ABC Four Corners, for Despair and Defiance [the battle for 
Ukraine] and Feral [about feral horses] and to Sean Rubinsztein-
Dunlop, ABC for Ukraine war crimes. 

•  Award for Coverage of Community & Regional Affairs went 
to the ABC North Coast Team for Northern Rivers flood 
catastrophe.
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From the Editor 
ABC Stars in Walkleys
The recently announced Walkley awards provide a reminder, if one is 
needed, of the jewel in the Australian media crown that is ‘Our ABC’ 
as it ‘scooped the pool’ in nearly every category. A reminder, too, of 
the vital role played by Four Corners throughout its 50 plus years in 
keeping our political and business leaders accountable – we have 
reported in a previous Update the number of Royal Commissions 
which have resulted from the outstanding investigative work of ABC 
journalists. Gold Awards went to Anne Connolly, Ali Russell and 
Stephanie Zillman for the Four Corners program State Control, 
and to Producer Sally Neighbour for her ‘Outstanding Contribution 
to Journalism.’ We ask once again: Where would we be without Our 
ABC?

Support from the new Government
We applaud the new government for beginning the long process of 
restoring funding to the ABC that was taken away during the Coalition 
years, although $800m is a daunting target if we are to return to the 
funding levels of 2014.  Minister Rowlands’ introduction of five-year 
funding is a positive step, as is the immediate restoration of $83m 
withheld by the previous government. Prime Minister Albanese, in his 
speech celebrating 90 years of ABC broadcasting, referred in glowing 
terms to ‘Trust and Truth, Lifeline in Disasters, Keeping Us Connected, 
Pillar of Democracy.’ It is most encouraging for ABC Friends to know 
the ABC is so valued by our leaders, in word and deed.

The Move to Parramatta
Former Minister Fletcher’s parting shot at the ABC was the folly of 
dividing staff and facilities between Ultimo and Parramatta, which he 
mistakenly referred to as the ‘geographic heart of Sydney.’ In reality 
that is much further west. As a long-time resident of Western Sydney, 
physical location of staff means little in this digital age (other than to 
make staff travel much further to their place of work), and moving 
staff from the purpose-built Ultimo ABC headquarters is as foolish as 
moving the Powerhouse Museum from its central location in Ultimo to 
a site in Parramatta which is both difficult and inconvenient to access.

Farewell to Valued ABC Friends
Two Friends who have made a huge contribution throughout the 
seven years of ABC Friends National have recently stepped down – 
WA President Bobbie Mackley and SA/NT President Sue Pinnock. 
Bobbie, a former ABC staffer, has served as National Secretary since 
2016, and has advocated strongly for the retention of ABC staff, 
facilities and programs in WA, which has suffered greatly from the ABC 
cuts. Sue, President for SA and NT, has passionately represented 
and fought for the rights of all those in regional and remote parts of 
Australia, particularly as a result of the loss of shortwave broadcasting, 
and the inadequacy of all types of broadcasting to remote areas. 
We wish them both many happy years of ‘retirement’ from their ABC 
Friends responsibilities.

Update Production Manager
Angela Williamson has been an indispensable member of the 
Update team, who has magnificently managed all of the logistics of 
production and distribution of Update. For much of that time she was 
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Anthony Albanese signified the government’s positive 
attitude towards the ABC when began his 6 August 2022 
speech with these words:  “It is a true honour and pleasure 

to come here as Prime Minister and congratulate you on your 
90th anniversary. Through nine decades, the ABC has brought us 
closer together as a nation. You’ve added to our identity. You’ve 
added to our voice. You’ve brought us laughter and tears. You’ve 
exposed hard truths and celebrated triumphs. You’ve brought 
sunshine into dark corners. You’ve sought out the bright moments 
in order to share the light. As one of the mainstays of Australian 
life, the ABC has woven so many great strands into the fabric of 
our nation. And no one should ever diminish the sheer scale of 
your achievement in cementing a pair of talking bananas in our 
national consciousness”. 

Here are some highlights. 

The full speech is available at www.pm.gov.au/media/abc-
90th-anniversary

Trust and truth – “As the ABC has added to Australia’s collective 
voice, you’ve done it in part with voices we knew instinctively we 
could trust”.…”As we look around the world, we see democracy 
under sustained attack – either through direct assault or a more 
insidious erosion. A  strong ABC is an insurance policy against the 
misinformation and disinformation chipping away at what we hold 
dear. The ABC is a beacon of trust”.

A lifeline in disaster – whether in providing online COVID-19 
information or giving crucial information during bushfires and 
floods “there have been moments when the ABC has been the 
difference between life and death”. 

Comedy and beyond - As part of our great national 
conversation, the ABC has also provided a great haven for 
comedians and satirists and purveyors of absurdity. Sometimes 
it’s laughter wrapped around a great truth. Sometimes it’s just 
laughter. The thing about the ABC is just how ubiquitous a 
presence it is in our memories. 

Keeping the nation connected – “Just as the ABC keeps 
regional Australia in touch with metropolitan areas and other parts 
of the country, it also provides important insights from regional 

and remote Australia to those in the suburbs and inner cities. 
There’s nothing quite like sharing our stories to stop us becoming 
strangers to each other. We’ve all heard the mantras about the 
ABC as a haven of inner city elites, repeated with straight faces 
by critics based in our inner cities. I hope those commentators 
take note of the 48 regional ABC mini-bureaux spread in a great 
constellation across the country, and the continued existence of 
Landline. Likewise your announcement in December of 50 new 
journalist roles and a trial of five new mini-bureaus across regional 
Australia. The ABC has one of the largest dedicated rural reporting 
workforces in the world”. 

Fire up the amps –“Then there’s the ABC’s many years building 
our national soundtrack. I believe the fact I am a Triple J fan has 
been detected along the way. Even before I got into Parliament, 
I was campaigning for it to become a national station. A truly 
righteous cause. Look at what Triple J’s Unearthed alone has 
achieved in discovering fresh Australian talent. You could put 
together a pretty solid playlist from the galaxy of unearthed artists 
… Imagine the great Australian jukebox without all those voices. 
Think of every time Molly Meldrum implored us all to do ourselves 
a favour. Think of the night TISM hosted Rage. And for that 
matter, the night I hosted Rage – an absolute career highlight. 
Then of course there’s your role in the birth of the Sydney 
Symphony Orchestra. You’ve made classical music accessible 
to a bigger audience and strengthened its place in our nation’s 
cultural life”.

also Membership Secretary or Secretary of ABC Friends NSW. 
Angela is stepping down from the Update Production role - this 
edition will be her last. A description of the role may be found 
in this Update. Please consider whether you have the skills and 
willingness to step into this position - Angela will be very happy to 
help prepare you for the duties involved.

90 Years of Serving the Australian 
Community
Reports from our state and local branches in this issue indicate 
that much has been organised at a local level to celebrate the 
ABC’s 90th birthday, and we recognize all of the work that is 

carried out by Friends in their own communities to keep the 
ABC in the minds of all, and of the importance of the ABC to the 
wellbeing of all Australians. The disastrous floods ravaging many 
parts at the moment are another reminder of the role of local ABC 
broadcasts in keeping us informed and safe. We recognise and 
thank Friends for this local advocacy, so important in a media 
world that can be misleading and confusing.

My thanks to the wonderful team who prepare Update - Diana 
Wyndham, Angela Williamson and Paul Martens - it would not 
be possible without you.

Mal Hewitt OAM, ABC Friends

Anthony Albanese 
Applauds the ABC
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The kids are all right – “As ABC Kids has grown into one of the 
nation’s most trusted babysitters, you have been capturing hearts 
across the globe, whether it’s Bananas in Pyjamas, the juggernaut 
that is the Wiggles, and, of course, Bluey. There’s an ABC 
story for you. A family of dogs, one of them voiced by the lead 
singer from Custard, going out and conquering the world. Bluey 
has the second-highest rated TV episode on the International 
Movie Database … It’s fun, but it’s also important. Without it, an 
important aspect of the development of cultural identity in young 
Australians’ formative years would be lost to a tide of imported 
programing. Just as in drama, we need other voices and all the 
perspectives they bring … One example is Little J & Big Cuz, 
a great SBS and NITV-initiated kids’ show available in a host of 
Indigenous languages, including Warlpiri and Noongar”.

A voice in region - You also help us to share our voice in the 
region. That was undervalued by the previous government, even 
trivialised. That was a mistake. If we don’t have our voice out 
there – if we cut programing or drop out of shortwave frequencies 
– others are only too ready to fill the gap. The ABC is a crucial 
part of our ongoing conversation with our regional neighbours. 
That is why my Government is committed to delivering an Indo-
Pacific Broadcasting Strategy that includes increased funding 
to the ABC to boost Australian content and to project Australian 
identity, values and interests to the Indo-Pacific region. On top of 
every other consideration, it is a prudent investment in our security 
and national interest. Amid it all, the ABC has been powered by 
a spirit of innovation. You were the home of some of the earliest 
podcasts. You jumped into social media when it was still a novelty. 
And where would we be without iview?”

Pillar of democracy – “The health of our democracy is 

underpinned by truth, and by the strength of our cultural identity 
– how we see ourselves as a people and what unifies us in 
all the splendour of our diversity. A government that chooses 
to attack a public broadcaster does so motivated by either 
ideology or fear – or a toxic cocktail of the two. No government 
should fear the ABC – unless it fears the truth. A government of 
integrity and transparency should welcome the accountability 
that a strong, properly resourced public broadcaster brings... 
The ABC must always be a public broadcaster, never a 
state broadcaster. A government confident of its own ideas 
and principles should embrace independent questioning as 
crucial to the democracy it purports to uphold. But just as 
the Government should welcome scrutiny from the ABC, 
so the ABC should welcome scrutiny from the Government. 
Accountability is a two-way street. …National government and 
national broadcaster can both share the goals of transparency, 
accuracy, effectiveness, diversity, and value for money. …. I 
want to take this opportunity to reiterate my Government’s vow 
to provide the ABC with 5-year funding terms - restore $83.7 
million in funding to the ABC and review options for delivering 
greater financial sustainability to safeguard against political 
interference”.

Conclusion – “I want us to be a country at home with our own 
identity. And a part of that is cherishing the ABC and respecting 
the ABC. Our ABC. Our celebration of your nine decades is a 
celebration of Australian voices, Australian culture. Our drama. 
Our music. Our struggles. Our triumphs. Our lives. Our society. 
Our truth. And just as you help us see ourselves, you let us see 
the rest of the world through a lens of our own making. Put it 
together and it’s something we can all take pride in. Thank you 
for having me. It’s always good to come to Ultimo. I look forward 

Roy Morgan is an independent Australian social and 
political market research and public opinion statistics 
company. When it unveiled its inaugural Trusted 

Brand Award winners for 2022 across all categories, the 
ABC won the media section.  In the 2 November 2022 issue 
of Pearls and Irritations, Noel Turnbull, who has had a long 
career in journalism, politics, and public relations, assessed 
the latest Roy Morgan Trust and Distrust survey of media 
brands in Australia.  Here are highlights from his analysis of 
the Roy Morgan findings:

Active distrust of Scott Morrison was a major factor in his 
electoral defeat according to Roy Morgan’s survey before 
the last election … and the two main factors participants 
mentioned were lying and attitudes to women. But politicians 
are not alone in the distrust stakes: the most distrusted 
media brand is NewsCorp with virtually no trust and massive 
distrust. News Corp is followed, in order, by Google, Fox 
News, Sky News, Fairfax Media, Foxtel, Nine, 7 and You 
Tube. And for the most trusted media brand the ABC is 
still on top although its net trust (trust minus distrust) has 
declined in recent years. The ABC is followed in order by 
Netflix, SBS, The Guardian, The Age and the SMH. The anti-
ABC campaigns by Morrison, Murdoch et al are obviously 
having an impact but not enough to topple the ABC from its 
preeminent position.

To the public the media in general is seen as a spreader 
of disinformation and misinformation, divisive statements, 
defamatory material, cruel and unacceptable material – all 
without fear of consequences or accountability. It is thought 
to lack integrity and is seen as dishonest, lacking integrity and 
propagators of fake news. There is also massive distrust of social 
media with the industry being the most distrusted industry in the 
country with extremely low trust and significant distrust levels. 

As for the non-media corporate sector the most distrusted 
brands are, in order, Facebook/Meta, Telstra, Amazon, 
News Corp, Google, Harvey Norman, AMP, Rio, Nestle and 
Westpac. Rio and Nestle distrust levels have increased since 
the last survey and Westpac is now less distrusted than it was. 
Cynicism, alienation and distrust are now rampant in our society 
when it comes to the media and many companies. But then, on 
the track record of both, it is hardly surprising.  You can get the 
full results from the Roy Morgan Research webinar section of 
their website.

Editor’s Note: ABC’s trusted status has been discussed in 
previous issues of Update including:

Fact Check: Is that a Fact? By John Barron, book note, June 
2020, page 17. See also ABC Media Release. ABC Education 
and Australian Media Alliance unite to combat “Fake News”, 
December 2020, p. 31. 

The ABC Remains the Most Trusted
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John Bornstein wrote in The Monthly, August 2022, the ABC 
is “in desperate need of repair” and concluded:

After Scott Morrison triumphed in the 2019 election, an 
ABC-commissioned review of its political discussion 
program Insiders found that “There appeared to 
be a substantial shortfall in positive reflection of 
the Coalition’s prospects, policies or performance 
compared to Labor”. The review was used to drive 
further changes to elevate more conservative voices 
and suppress others. Over time the spectrum of 
featured political perspectives has shifted markedly 
to reduce the frequency and intensity of criticism of 
the Coalition. The ABC Overton window has shrunk to 
reduce the presence of strong left-wing commentary. A 
climate-change denialist is more likely to appear on an 
ABC discussion panel than a trade unionist.

Along the way, “both-siding” bled into hard news 
reporting. Under the Morrison government, ABC 
journalists were pressured to “balance” their 
reporting of government misconduct. Journalists 
faced disciplinary action for breaching impartiality 
requirements by factually reporting Coalition scandals. 
How do you report both sides of the corrupt misuse 
of taxpayer funds, gross negligence or a blatant prime 
ministerial lie? There isn’t a good answer and nor 
should there be. Impartiality is not a quest for balance. 
It’s a quest for truth. …The Albanese government has 
already signalled that it will do what it can to restore 
its independence and health. Only a concerted, 
methodical effort to repair its damaged culture from the 
ground up will work. For the ABC, that requires a strong 
increase in funding, and a board committed to public 
broadcasting and secure enough to encourage the 
fearless pursuit of truth-telling. Even then, that won’t 
be enough. An organisational culture doesn’t change 
with the flick of a switch. As Kerry O’Brien is keen to 
emphasise, “It’s going to need a period of stability. It’s 
going to need time.

Margaret Reynolds wrote to ABC Managing Director David 
Anderson on 13 August with this complaint:

I don’t know how much international relations 
background ABC journalists have but for some time 
now many members of ABC Friends have contacted 
me concerned about the populist style of questioning 
from some journalists more interested in a “gotcha” 
moment to enhance their reputations than serious 
professional interviewing. It would be good to see 
and hear more diplomats and academics fronting 
ABC audiences because Australia’s International 
relationships are too important to leave to some of the 
naive journalists reporting even for the ABC which of 
course generally sets a higher standard.

Do journalists have regular in-service training to keep 
them up to date about complex international history 
and current affairs? Do producers regularly update 
their contact lists to access wide ranging expertise? 
In recent reporting from the Middle East it was an ABC 
journalist who described the elected government of 
Palestine as “militants”, while full marks to Channel 
7 for describing the situation as between “Israeli and 
Palestinian forces”!

Too often US bias is reflected by Australian journalists 
probably because there is a limited analysis and 
questioning of just what kind of foreign policy we 
need and that is the job of an independent national 
broadcaster to lead debate and not meekly accept 
American rhetoric which is designed in their national 
interest. The recent caution from Stephen Fitzgerald 
reminds us how important it is to have well informed 
leadership from the ABC so that information and 
debate enhances our understanding of complex 
international relations - https://johnmenadue.com/
the-chinese-ambassador-and-our-ignorant-and-
hostile-media/.

Aunty’s Agony
There were celebrations when the ABC turned 90 and elation when the Labor announced in the budget that it would 
restore $83.7m to the ABC to reverse the Coalition’s funding cuts. Immediately after, as Media and Telco writer Zoe 
Samios reported in the Sydney Morning Herald on 31 October, the union began to put pressure on ABC management to 
use some of this funding boost to improve ABC staff pay and conditions.  

In addition, problems of ABC censorship and ignorance have been identified by John Bornstein, an employment and 
industrial relations lawyer and writer and by Margaret Reynolds, who was then the ABC Friends National President. 

Editor’s Note: Despite this, ABC Management plans to cut librarian and archivist jobs, the people whose jobs are vital to ensure 
management and journalists are well informed. This would cause self-inflicted agony but all these problems must be solved. 
Democracy is under threat if the ABC’s integrity and independence is compromised. 

Compiled by Diana Wyndham
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Corin Fairburn-Bass, a New Zealander 
born in the UK who has lived most 
of her adult life in Sydney, is a few 

months older than our ABC. Of her many 
attributes and talents, none is more apparent 
than a quiet engaging determination to get a job 
done. Corin’s latest project to come to fruition 
is the creation of ABC Friends’ new song “It’s 
Our ABC”. Corin pushed, prodded and poked 
anyone with musical or technical capability. 
She came up with the tune “Flash Jack from 
Gundagai”. Several of us Friends were involved 
in initial concepts and then she approached 
Jonathan Biggins for his help to find a poetic 
scribe. His own commitment to our ABC manifested itself in his 
becoming said scribe. The song was born. Next Corin asked 
assistance of Northern Suburbs of Sydney Branch ‘techie’ Wayne 
Richmond whose own choir recorded the song, following which 
it’ll be accessible for Friends to use at various gigs. Its first public 
airing was under Mal Hewitt’s baton at a huge Friends rally before 
the May election. (See August 2022 issue of Update, p 5.)

Corin’s background is decidedly artistic with a strong practical 
bent. Her world revolves around music: she came especially to 
Sydney to learn from even more advanced piano teachers. To 
this day she plays with a friend four-handed pieces, as well as 
performing in a chamber ensemble too.

Her longest Friends’ engagement was from NSW Friends’ 
inception in 1976 supporting her husband, Walter Bass when 
he had the bit between the teeth and instigated our organisation 
following cuts to the ABC’s budget. With the contacts he already 
had as an Argonaut, and even some from his father’s internment 
in Dachau and Buchenwald, including Faith Bandler’s husband 
Hans, they filled ANZAC House; Corin remembers around 200 
people, maybe more. And why was Bassie so committed to our 
ABC? Corin said his abiding belief came from his early childhood 
experience: ‘If there is ever a political coup, we need to protect 
the independence of the national broadcaster, as that is the first 
thing that gets taken over in a coup d’état.’ 

Never one to be idle, Corin has undertaken many projects over 
the years. While their children were little, Corin used her writing 
skills to produce adaptations of novels to be performed as plays 
for the ABC to air on radio. She also developed a series of 15 
minute segments on subjects as diverse as early pioneers, 

historical people, the School of the Air, the Museum, radio features 
for youngsters which aired each Sunday early evening on ABC 
radio. 

Outside of the ABC, Corin has helped to create a Leisure Centre 
on the upper North Shore of Sydney. She campaigned to end 
corporal punishment in schools, a substantial project which was 
eventually successful. Another project was, with a friend Janet 
Kenny, the compilation of a book of the experiences European 
women suffered with their families as a result of the Chernobyl 
nuclear meltdown. The catastrophe coincided with the beginning 
of the Bass’s six-month European holiday, and from their own 
personal experience of this Corin collected material for a talk on 
the ABC Science Report after her return. This was later followed 
by the book “Beyond Chernobyl - Women Respond”. She is 
currently negotiating the vicissitudes of Council regulations to have 
an abstract sculpture in honour of Nigel Westlake erected in a 
park in Turramurra.

Corin is a founding member of the Northern Suburbs of Sydney 
Branch (NSoS), active from day one in October 2019, she 
has brought all her skills from Bassie’s time to the Committee. 
Her musical knowledge and skills led her to gently engineer 
the development of the new Friends Song “It’s Our ABC”. It’s 
bound to fly! What a splendid legacy from this eternally youthful 
nonagenarian. Corin Fairburn-Bass, more than a Friend of the 
ABC.

Editor’s note:  For more details about Corin and Walter see 
“Walter Bass: Founder of the Friends of the ABC”, December 
2019 issue of Update, pp 11-13 and “Walter Bass – ABC 
Campaigner”, October 2022 issue of Ku-ring-gai Historical Society 
Monthly Newsletter, pp. 4-5.

By Angela Williamson 
Update Production Manager

More than 
a Friend of 
the ABC

Corin and her grand piano with Angela. Photo: Anne Matheson.
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ABC Friends has welcomed the Federal government’s 
2022 budget for the ABC as an important first 
step in restoring the ABC after years of harsh 

funding cuts. The Albanese government met its election 
commitments to:

•  shift to five-year funding terms for the 
ABC and SBS commencing 1 July 2023

•  return funding indexation to the ABC, 
including reinstating $83.7 million over 
four years to restore funding cut by the 
previous Government from 2019-22

•  fund $32 million over four years for 
ABC International, under the Pacific 
Security and Engagement Initiatives of 
the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
Trade

•  The government will also fund a 
feasibility study into the expansion of 
Double J on radio, which will consider 
options to help Australian artists on 
Double J reach more ears, particularly 

in regional areas.

ABC Friends campaigned hard for these measures and we 
warmly welcome the government’s decisions. But there is a 
long way to go to redress the damage of the last nine years. 
Across all content-making areas, the relentless budget cuts 
and loss of staff and resources have severely strained the 
quality of the ABC’s offerings. ABC Friends will continue to 
pressure the government to invest in a strong national public 
media organisation in the lead-up to the 2023 budget and 

beyond. 

Also published on https://radioinfo.com.au/news/
abc-friends-say-the-budget-in-important-first-step-in-
restoring-the-abc/

JOB VACANCY:

Volunteer for 
Update  

Production Manager

Hours: Update is published three times a year (in April, 
August and December) and each issue requires about 
12-15 hours of work on a desktop or laptop over a 
period of two to three weeks.

Skills: Knowledge of the functions of NationBuilder 
is useful but not essential; familiarity with Excel is 
desirable; attention to detail is important. Full training 
will be provided by the Update Production Manager 
Angela Williamson who is stepping down from this 
position.

Tasks:

•  ‘Back page’ changes as required – liaise with 
Friends’ States and branches – phone or email 

•  Arrange extract from NationBuilder Administrator for 
print recipients 

•  Edit Excel spreadsheets from extract reducing to 
relevant columns for each state and tally

•  Cover summary email to accompany spreadsheets 
to the print company, Focus 

• Check Focus work and sign off to go ahead 

•  Liaise with Focus for delivery of bulk Update delivery 
to Friends Victoria

• Help with proof-reading 

•  Occasional liaison with Design Layout Artist – usually 
to advise of ‘Back page’ changes in an email each 
issue.

•  Send soft copy to NationBuilder Administrator for 
uploading on to ABC Friends’ website 

•  Ask NationBuilder Administrator to send emails to all 
who receive Update electronically

•  Send soft copy of Update to Friends Victoria

For more information or to apply for this 
position please Contact: Update Editor  
Mal Hewitt: 

Phone: (02) 4751 6227 or  
Email: editor_update@abcfriends.net.au

Cassandra Parkinson 
National President,  
ABC Friends

The Budget an 
important first 
step in restoring 
the ABC
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Compiled by  
Diana Wyndham 

Responding to pressure from 
the Coalition government, on 
18 October 2021, the ABC 

announced that a review of the ABC’s 
complaints handling procedure would 
be conducted by John McMillan, 
former Commonwealth Ombudsman, 
and Jim Carroll, former head of news 
at SBS, Seven and Ten.  Their report 
was published in April 2022 and 
recommended that the procedures 
should be improved not scrapped 
with a Complaints Unit headed by an 
Ombudsman, appointed by the board, 
to “report directly to the managing director and the ABC board”. 
All eleven of the report’s recommendations were accepted but 
then, a week before Labor won office, ABC Chair Ita Buttrose 
gave Radio National’s Patricia Karvelas startling news, masked 
as an innocuous “amendment”- the Ombudsman would now 
report “direct to the board and the process will be separate 
from editorial management.” On 1 August the ABC announced 
the appointment of Fiona Cameron as the broadcaster’s new 
Complaints Ombudsman.

A flurry of discussion followed and ABC Friends’ National 
President Cassandra Parkinson, asked on the ABC Friends 
website 8 August “Is the ABC’s new Ombudsman a political 
appointee?”  She noted: “In the late 1990s Cameron was a 
senior advisor to Richard Alston, the Coalition’s Communications 
Minister who spent much of his time as Minister complaining 
about the ABC‘s coverage: in one year alone he lodged 67 
complaints about bias. But there’s no evidence Ms Cameron 
shares the views of her old boss. She’s had a distinguished 
career as a media executive, most recently as a full-time Authority 
Member at the Australian Communications and Media Authority 
(ACMA) and before that as Chief Operating Officer at Screen 
Australia. Asking if the Ombudsman a political appointee is the 
wrong question. The more important question is why the ABC 
continues to insist that the Ombudsman will report only to 
the ABC board, bypassing the General Manager and Editor-
in-Chief, David Anderson.

Her concern was shared by David Hardaker, an investigative 
journalist with Crikey who has also worked on ABC programs 
including Four Corners, 7.30, Foreign Correspondent (Crikey, 
2 August). “The members of the ABC board who made the 
appointment have, of course, largely been appointed by the 
former Coalition government. Whether there is any substance to 
the fear of political bias remains to be seen”. 

ABC Alumni director Alan Sunderland, who was Editorial 
Director of the ABC from 2013-2019 and is now the Executive 

Director of the international Organisation of News Ombudsmen 
and Standards Editors, has more experience than most in this 
area, provided a very detailed analysis in the October issue of 
the ABC Alumni’s bulletin. He asked “Can the ABC improve its 
complaints handling system? And what are the main challenges 
facing the new ABC Ombudsman, Fiona Cameron?”  This extract 
gives his insights into what may lie ahead: 

“It’s now been almost a month since the ABC’s first ever 
Ombudsman, Fiona Cameron, started in the new role, so it’s time 
we looked more closely at what that might mean for the public 
broadcaster. In her first all-staff email, Ms Cameron said the ABC 
‘can always do better’ when it comes to complaints handling. Can 
we? Will we? The short answer, in my view, is that we can and we 
might”.  Sunderland concluded with these warnings: “My purpose 
in raising these challenges is not to criticise the changes that have 
been made to the ABC complaints process or the decision to 
create an ombudsman. I think they were the right decisions and 
Fiona Cameron shows all the signs of being an excellent choice. 
But a careful path will need to be followed in the months ahead to 
ensure the new system delivers on its promise. And a final word 
of warning – if any part of the process is designed to satisfy the 
ideological critics of the ABC or the more thin-skinned members 
of the government of the day (ANY government of the day), then 
it will be doomed to fail. The only measure of success will be a 
responsive and accountable ABC that continues to maintain and 
build on its existing reputation as the most trusted news source in 
Australia”.

It’s now three months Ms Cameron since started work but there’s 
been silence from the ABC about the numbers of complaints 
the Ombudsman has received, how they are handled and the 
complainants’ responses to the results. The ABC undertakes to 
be “accountable” in the Australian Government’s Transparency 
Portal.  There is no transparency at all in this new complaints 
procedure: it is completely opaque and will remain so until our 
ABC provides this information.

Fiona Cameron –  
the ABC’s new Ombudsman

Fiona Cameron. Photo ABC.
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ABC Secrecy 
about Cuts to 
Library and 
Archive Positions 

Compiled by 
Diana Wyndham

The August issue of Update documented the massive 
campaign in support of ABC librarians and archivists after 
Managing Director David Anderson’s 6 June announced 

plan to terminate 58 library and archive positions, with their 
functions to be performed by journalists. Thousands signed 
petitions which were issued by the Australian Library and 
Information Association, the Australian Society of Archivists and 
the CPSU. ABC Friends and ABC Alumni expressed support. 
Despite the protests, and, although more money was allocated 
to the ABC after the elections, the ABC 
apparently has not reversed their plans 
for this cull. Nor have they given any 
reasons for it, with David Anderson 
seeking to assuage our concerns 
by assuring us that the ABC would 
“continue to tell stories”.

Gayle Davies, formerly a member of 
the ABC Friends NSW/ACT Executive 
Committee, and veteran of various 
digitisation projects during 30 years as a 
law librarian in Commonwealth and State 
government departments, sought to verify 
the reports, by submitting an FOI request 
on behalf of ABC Friends, for further 
details about the project. 

The Freedom of Information Act 1982 (FOI Act) is designed 
to give an individual the right to access information held by a 
Commonwealth Department or agency, which will then assess 
the request against the provisions of the FOI Act and provide the 
documents requested unless an exemption applies.

These questions were sent on behalf of ABC Friends to the 
ABC’s FOI coordinator on 7 July:

1.  Was a review of the ABC Libraries & Archives conducted 
before the announcement of the proposed termination of 58 
librarians and archivists? Was it an internal review or was it by 
an external consultant? Please provide a copy of the report of 
the review and its recommendations.

2.  Please provide a copy of the proposal and methodology for 
the digitisation of the ABC’s Archives, including what metadata 
standard will be used.

3.  Please provide details of any relevant outside bodies which 
were consulted in relation to the review and the digitisation 
proposal: (for example, the National Library of Australia, the 
National Film and Sound Archive etc).

4.  We understand that a number of new “roles” have been 
created to replace the 58 librarians and archivists. Please 
provide copies of the position descriptions for these “roles”, 
and details of the qualifications required to perform them.

5.  With regard to the ABC’s needs for non-archival information 
and research from external sources, what provision is there for 
a specialised, skilled library service? Please provide details of 
structure, staff numbers, position descriptions and qualifications 
required”.

She also sent these supplementary questions but they 
weren’t considered in the ABC’s FOI response:

1.  How many librarian and archivists does the ABC currently 
employ?  

2.  What percentage of its librarians and archivists does the ABC 
plan to abolish?  

3. Was 58 the total number of these positions?

4.  Will the four librarians and archivists the ABC plans to retain be 
in addition to those employed or will they be the only ones to be 
employed? 

After much discussion over several weeks, “scoping” the request, 
the ABC FOI officer reduced it to two questions: 

1. The Proposal for Change of the ABC Archives team,  
and 

2.  The position descriptions for new roles created as part of 
the proposed changes to the ABC Archives teams”. 

Twenty six documents were identified that may have 
answered the questions. These were forwarded to a 
“decision-maker”, who denied access to 24 of the 26 
documents. The two remaining documents were heavily 
redacted.

The catalyst for the formation of a media coalition Right 
to Know Campaign was the Government‘s secrecy 
surrounding whistleblower trials, police raids on a 
journalist’s home and on the ABC headquarters in June 
2019. This is one of the posters the media coalition used 

and on 22 October 2019 Cathy Wilcox’s cartoon was about 
Freedom from Information. 
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Marcus Reseigh is a poet and historian from Neale’s 
Flat (population 74) which is south east of Eudunda 
in the Mid North Region of South Australia. He sent a 
handwritten letter to Mal: “As one without any computer 
connections or a typewriter I submit the following 
article for the ABC Friends’ magazine Update”.  

Here is a transcription: 

As a long term ABC television viewer, an exclusively Radio 
National listener and an ABC Friends member I write to raise 
concerns about the direction ABC programing is heading. 
Both radio and television news items in particular seem to be 
succumbing to popular media conventions.

Bushfires, COVID, eastern state floods and more recently 
Elizabeth II’s death are cases in point. Despite ABC television 
having a designated news channel it is Channel 2 bearing the 
brunt of these over-the-top obsessions. Normal programs 
looked forward to and loved by viewers are cancelled at the 
last minute to make way for over-the-top constant reporting 
ad nauseam.

A recent case in point is the ABC television midday news 
on Thursday 22 September. Not only was there not a news 
program, but half an hour of watching mourning ceremony 
attendees sticking sprigs of wattle blossom in a wreath was 
not riveting viewing! Eastern state news items don’t reveal the 
locations of the news sites and wrong pronunciation of South 
Australian news site names are common. Many ABC reporters 
mention a mythical state called “West Australia”!  If one 
wishes to contract the ABC state offices over these matters 
one has to go through a centralised Sydney bureaucracy? 
And we won’t mention the ABC’s obsession with eastern 
state sporting events! Who makes the decisions to almost 
exclusively focus upon one main theme to the detriment of 
other equally important news items?

I realise that the eastern states have the majority of Australia’s 
population, but is that an excuse for eastern state exclusivity?  
Or is this exclusivity a result of long term Commonwealth cuts 
to ABC funding? Retreating to major population centres does 
not make the ABC more available to a vast Australia and its 
Australian citizens.

Unfortunately more often these days I turn off ABC television 
and radio programs and find something else to do. Other 

media concerns, apart from SBS, are not worth the time of 
watching or listening. Frivolous programing of one-off events 
may save money but are not worthy of our attention.

News briefings and press conferences rarely provide adequate 
or informative information of important points and yet are 
televised and spoken almost exclusively for our supposed 
benefit. Please keep the viewing and listening public more 
in mind rather than the long and boring repetitions of similar 
information.

The recent reporting of Queen Elizabeth II’s death was 
important but dumbed down by the overwhelming scrutiny 
and British pageantry we were forced to imbibe. The only thing 
mission was an interview with the Queen’s corgis! Surely that 
could have been arranged?

Eastern state navel gazing is not a recipe for providing services 
to a national audience.

Concerns About ABC Programming

Unfortunately, the question should now be “When the ABC 
keeps the truth from you, what are they covering up?” The 
lack of transparency in the ABC’s response is mystifying.  It 
is disingenuous to justify it on the grounds that the secrecy 
is to protect the privacy, health and safety of the very people 
they are reportedly disposing of.  It simply leads to the 
unfortunate conclusion that the digitising project is still only 
in its developmental stage, and that, despite the national 
significance of its archives, it has not consulted with other relevant 
organizations with similarly significant national collections.  

It makes the ABC’s management look inept and defensive, when 
it could have engaged with ABC Friends by welcoming our 
interest and input. 

Jonathan Holmes, Chair of ABC Alumni, former ABC journalist, 
executive producer, and former presenter of Media Watch 
commented : “I was sorry to see that the FOI officer at the ABC 
follows the same reasoning as her opposite numbers throughout 
the Commonwealth bureaucracy: Freedom of Information has 
become a joke”.

Marcus Reseigh reciting Colin Theile’s poetry. Photo by 
Robyn Bradbrook, in Eudunda News, 3 November 2022.  
Reproduced with permission. 
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On 16 June 2021 ABC management announced it 
would relocate about 300 employees from its central 
Sydney headquarters to new facilities in Parramatta. 

ABC managing director David Anderson told staff by email that 
said this was part of its five-year plan to see 75% per of content 
makers work outside the broadcaster’s head office in Ultimo by 
2025 because “Parramatta is at the geographic heart of Sydney.” 
This decision was made under the previous Coalition government 
and the rationale for this was given by Communications Minister 
Paul Fletcher in his 7 February 2022 Media release: “Sydney is 
not Australia and Ultimo is not Sydney. My view has been clear 
and public for some time: the ABC needs to move its staff, and its 
mindset, out of Ultimo. Diversity in location encourages diversity 
of people, in turn bringing diversity of perspective and opinion. 
The announced movement of 300 staff to Parramatta is a good 
start, but it should not be where this finishes.”

Zoe Samios, in the Sydney Morning Herald on 7 November, 
quoted from the ABC’s 2022 Annual Report indicating that the 
move to Parramatta is being largely funded by the $88 million sale 
of the former Gore Hill Television Studio. David Anderson said 
that the move does not entail additional costs for taxpayers with 
the ABC footing the $50 million bill by subletting seven floors of 
their Sydney headquarters next February when ABC Parramatta 
will become ‘an integral part” of 6-8 Parramatta Square, a 
55-storey office tower, which will have space on the promenade 
so that passers-by can see the broadcasting studios through the 
windows.  It is hard to understand why the ABC “needs to move 
its staff” to the suburbs: the three commercial TV stations have 
moved from the suburbs to the inner city.  

On 28 July Amanda Meade reported in the Guardian Australia 
“ABC to move 300 staff from Ultimo to Parramatta after securing of 
lease on new Sydney studio”.  After Fletcher’s comments about the 
ABC’s “good first move”, ABC chair Ita Buttrose last year denied 
that it had anything to do with the Coalition criticism - “It’s not to 
appease any government, it’s a move that David Anderson and I 
and the board have decided is in the best interests of the ABC”. 

On 1 October The Australian reported “ABC’s $50M move angers 
staff”. After the announcement, David Anderson said “Some people 
are not happy about this and there are some people who are 
not happy at all [and in response] the ABC would consider these 
concerns very carefully and planned to subsidise childcare and 
parking for some employees”. It will greatly inconvenience most 
staff, who if they need to drive, will increase the levels of pollution. 
It is hard to see how the move or the glass studio windows will 
“encourage diversity of people or bring diversity of perspective and 
opinion”. 

The ABC Move 
to Parramatta

Compiled by Diana Wyndham

ABC Parramatta – Photo by ABC.

This seems to be an 
irrational, costly and unwise 
decision which has been 
driven by politics ...

On 7 October Amanda Meade listed some veteran Radio National 
[RN] broadcasters’ opposition to the move after decades of 
working in inner-city Sydney: “Led by RN’s Geraldine Doogue, the 
staff campaigned hard against the move, arguing, among other 
things, that they needed to collaborate with colleagues at Ultimo. 
Management caved and RN, which includes Phillip Adams, Robyn 
Williams and Norman Swan, is staying put. Jennifer Collins, the 
acting director of the ABC’s Entertainment & Specialist (E&S) 
division, conceded plans had changed and acknowledged the 
“extensive consultation” and said “As a result of our conversations 
we are now considering a smaller allocation of space for E&S 
teams at Parramatta,” and the only people to move will be “some 
of our education and digital arts teams” and a Triple J Hack 
producer. As a compromise, some individuals will make special 
trips out west for festivals, cultural events or science week, 
Collins suggested. “We will start to explore the kinds of content 
initiatives we would like to host at Parramatta.” This seems to be 
an irrational, costly and unwise decision which has been driven by 
politics similar to the decision to move the Powerhouse Museum 
from Sydney’s CBD to Parramatta which NSW Premier Mike Baird 
made in February 2015, a month before the NSW election.  After 
five years of public protests there has been a partial U-turn about 
the Powerhouse. Is it too late to reverse this ABC folly?

Editor’s note from Mal Hewitt: As a resident of Western 
Sydney for 60 years, and a career working in the schools 
of Western Sydney, I see little merit or sense in the move to 
Parramatta, and it will not achieve Fletcher’s justification of the 
move. My homes were in Guildford (10 years), Penrith (20 years), 
Guildford again (5 years), Granville (15 years) and Faulconbridge 
(10 years) - what could be more Westy than that!
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Margaret Reynolds, who has 
recently stepped down after 
six years as the National 

President of ABC Friends, posed this 
question in the 9 November issue of 
Pearls and Irritations. Here is part of her 
important article

“Many loyal ABC supporters were 
puzzled that our cash-strapped public 

broadcaster could afford the cost of sending 27 staff to London 
to report on Queen Elizabeth’s funeral, but at least some of us 
hoped this may signal a fresh direction in overseas news reporting 
and analysis.

For some years now the ABC has been restricted in its ability to 
report independently on global issues. Obviously, government 
funding cutbacks and COVID have created limitations for 
programs like Foreign Correspondent and Four Corners so it is 
timely to question how the ABC plans to upgrade international 
news gathering. After $50 million was cut in the 2014 Budget, 
11 foreign bureaus were targeted to save financial resources, 
but unfortunately the ones most affected were in our region…
New Zealand, Tokyo, Bangkok and New Delhi. … However, ABC 
reporting from the UN General Assembly this year was negligible 
except for some radio news reports when Foreign Minister, Penny 
Wong addressed the General Assembly.

In early November as world leaders headed to the UN Climate 
Change Conference COP27 in Egypt, the UN Secretary General 
Antonio Guterres told journalists ‘We are in a life-or-death struggle 
for our own safety and survival tomorrow’ and highlighted the 
huge responsibility journalists and news media have amid a 
changing climate to not only inform but to ignite action and fight 
misinformation. Can the ABC assure us that a team of journalists 
will be well resourced to report from COP 27 or will we have to 
rely on syndicated briefings from CNN and the BBC?

In the October 2022 Portfolio Budget Statement, the ABC 
asserts that one of its key roles is to: ‘Encourage an international 
understanding of Australian attitudes on world affairs’. Clearly 
there is much work to be done in rebuilding the ABC’s capacity 
to achieve this goal because we have very limited access to news 
reporting and analysis that guarantees an Australian perspective 
and not one reflecting the priorities of Washington and London”.

Margaret Reynolds, our former National President, is State 
Manager of National Disability Services Tasmania 

Editor’s Note:  For Update discussion of this see: “Ita Buttrose 
pitches ABC as ‘key soft power asset’ and flags more foreign 
coverage” Update, December 2019, page 9; “The ABC’s Foreign 
Correspondents”, Update, June 2020, page 19 and “The Struggle 
for Radio Australia”, Update, December 2021, pages 14-15. 

How many ABC 
journalists will report 
from COP27 in Egypt?

Vale  
Sarah 
Tomlinson

A BC staff and audiences are in mourning after the death of long-
time regional radio host and respected ABC Mildura-Swan Hill and 
Wimmera chief-of-staff Sarah Tomlinson who died this week at the 

age of 40.

Sarah started her radio career as a 14-year-old community broadcaster 
in her home town of Mildura on the Murray River in Victoria’s Sunraysia 
region and went on to win various South Australian community 
broadcasting awards during her career, including Radio Adelaide’s 
Favourite Presenter in 2006.  The award-winning journalist made a huge 
impact in her field.  An entire generation of radio broadcasters learned 
the fundamentals of broadcasting from Sarah while she worked at Radio 
Adelaide and the University of Adelaide. She was an accredited trainer 
of more than 1,000 trainee broadcasters, many of whom have gone on to 
pursue successful careers in the media.

Sarah joined the ABC’s Port Pirie office in 2013 and she loved venturing 
into small, remote communities and getting to know the people she 
interviewed. Her cousin and ABC colleague Kimberley Price said she was 
hilarious, led a full life, was everyone’s cheerleader and an advocate for 
her staff. ABC staff from Sarah’s teams in Horsham, Mildura and Swan 
Hill gathered in Ouyen to remember their friend and colleague and were 
buoyed by the support of the community. 

Photo: ABC News
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Letters to the 
Sydney Morning 
Herald
ABC’s older viewers are its most valuable 
demographic

What absolute codswallop (“It seems Aunty has abandoned 
the kids”, August 16). Where are “the kids” of a Friday evening? 
They are out with their mates at parties, dance parties, the older 
ones at nightclubs, bars ... wherever. 

Where are the older folk who have supported the ABC through 
thick and thin over the past decades? Many of us in the autumn 
of our years are home on Friday evenings. Why? Various reasons 
– older age, chilly weather, creaky joints, loss of licence, poor 
public transport, poor health. Or, as in our case, we happily 
choose to stay home to be snug and comfortable after a 
delicious home-cooked meal, to watch the ABC. The fact that 
Fran Kelly will be on what sounds to be a fabulous program 
at the ripe old age of 60, heaven forbid, is something to look 
forward to. Many of the older folk staying home on Friday nights 
have a wealth of knowledge about “culture” in all its forms, much 
of it gained over the years by watching the ABC. They have 
more “culture” in their little fingers than a 20-year-old hip hop 
artist or comedian. Margaret-Anne Hayes, Turramurra (17 
August 2022)

Editor’s Note: Margaret-Anne was responding to Tomas 
Mitchell’s opinion piece “Fran Kelly is fine and familiar, but she’s 
not the future of the ABC”.

ATO whistleblower taxed too much for telling 
truth

There is no hope of cleaning up corruption and mismanagement 
without whistleblower protection (“On trial for bravely telling the 
truth”, October 14). ATO employee Richard Boyle has been 
vindicated, but his life has been ruined both financially and 
emotionally. Who wants to follow in his steps? Here’s hoping 
the new federal government will understand the vital service 
whistleblowers provide, and reward rather than punish them. 
Anne Matheson, Gordon (15 October 2022)

Fletcher left money on the table

What Paul Fletcher does not say in his letter is how much money 
was actually spent in the RISE [Restart Investment to Sustain] 
program of the $200 million, $50 million of the Sustainability 
Fund and the $540 million Location Incentive Funding Program 
(Letters, October 23). My understanding is not much. Frequently 
governments announce schemes with great fanfare only to nobble 
those who apply with onerous requirements that sap the will of 
applicants. In a desperate, ill-fated re-election bid he belatedly 
restored some ABC funding, still denying there had been any 
cuts to the ABC. Perhaps that is one reason he is now in the 
opposition. Lindsay Somerville, Lindfield (30 October 2022)

The ‘no worries’ country now has plenty of them

The ‘‘lifestyle superpower of the world’’ we may be, as Nick Bryant 
argues, but one pillar of our democracy that stops us going down 
the same path as America is the ABC. In a huge country with a 
relatively small population which is increasingly beset by floods, 
fires and droughts we need the unifying stability of a national 
broadcaster. Don’t hand it over to the forces of darkness. Stand 
up, tune in, write letters, fight back. Jenny Forster, Manly (9 
November 2022)
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The Minister for Communications, Michelle 
Rowland, has announced that the government 
will review options to deliver greater financial 
stability and certainty to the national 
broadcasters to safeguard them against funding 
cuts and political interference. 

ABC Friends welcomes the announcement and we will contribute 
to the review which could help strengthen the ABC against 
arbitrary funding cuts and enable it to plan effectively. It could also 
help restore confidence inside the ABC after years of unremitting 
pressure – and confidence in the ABC’s audiences that the 
organisation’s independence has been protected. During the years 
of coalition governments there was a concern that funding cuts – 
and the threat of more cuts – might lead to more timid reporting. 
Safeguarding the ABC’s funding will help address those concerns.  
The review won’t be an opportunity to debate the quantum of 
funding for the national broadcasters – but more funding is badly 
needed.

In its first budget the government met its election commitments 
to the ABC. $84m that was lost following the indexation pause 
in 2019 was restored and indexation was reinstated. The funding 
cycle increased to five years; and an additional $32 million was 
allocated to ABC international services in the Pacific. These were 
welcome decisions. But the funding that was granted is nowhere 
near enough to restore many lost services, let alone fund new 
innovations. And the formula used to calculate indexation will not 
keep up with inflation. While the ABC is Australia’s most trusted 
media organisation, years of cuts eroded its capacity to do its job.  
Funding the ABC matters because public service broadcasters 
play an essential role in upholding democracy. They do this by 
providing accurate and impartial news and ensuring that citizens 
are well informed. 

Last year a study on public media and democratic health* found 
that well-funded and institutionally secure public media can 
enhance public engagement with political processes. The authors 
found a direct link between high levels of public engagement and 
secure public funding streams that help public media achieve 
larger audience shares. They argued that this funding support 
should be accompanied by regulatory frameworks that ensure 
arm’s length relationships to governments.

In most countries, public media operate under a different set of 
rules and expectations that are different from commercial media: 
they have mandates to serve the public interest, broadly defined, 
rather than narrowly cast in terms of the most commercially 
lucrative audiences. This mission consistently and positively 
correlates with a politically knowledgeable and engaged citizenry 
that highly values democratic forms of government. 

Public media isn’t just a “nice to have.” It’s an essential part 
of a robust democracy. But public media will only be effective 
if it has a wide reach, if it can be seen and heard beyond the 
roar of commercial media and the social media platforms. To 
do that it must be properly funded and truly independent. Over 
coming months ABC Friends will push that case with the federal 
government.

From the National President
Cassandra Parkinson 
National President,  
ABC Friends

I’d like to finish by thanking Margaret Reynolds for her sterling 
work as the inaugural national president of ABC Friends. Along 
with Bobbie Mackley, she played a major role in establishing 
ABC Friends National in 2016 and helping create ABC Friends as 
a respected national organisation. Bobbie has also retired from 
ABC Friends National after many years service and I thank her for 
her dedication, commitment and hard work as secretary.

*Funding Democracy: Public Media and Democratic Health in 
33 Countries, by Timothy Neff, a postdoctoral research fellow 
at the University of Pennsylvania’s Media, Inequality & Change 
Center and Victor Pickard, who codirects the University’s 
Media, Inequality, and Change Center. First published online 13 
December 2021.

While the ABC is 
Australia’s most 
trusted media 
organisation, years 
of cuts eroded its 
capacity to do  
its job. 
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State News
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Queensland

ABC Friends Queensland AGM 

At the 2022 ABC Friends Queensland (ABCFQ) AGM, on Saturday 
29 October, members were treated to an overview of the ABC’s 
News and Current Affairs digital strategy, a Ministerial sketch 
of the Albanese Government’s support for the ABC, a brief 
presentation from Exmouth, Western Australia, and watched a 
piece of Australian Internet history.

The Keynote Speaker was 
Ms Meg Purtell, an ABC 
journalist now working on 
news and current affairs digital 
strategies. She sketched out the 
challenges the ABC constantly 
navigates, with continually 
changing audience demands 
and expecations, accessing 
news via social media platforms, 
balancing retaining appointment 
listening and viewing with on 
demand streaming, gathering, 
processing, and delivering 

content purposed and re-purposed for different audiences, 
platforms, and demands. All the while defending, maintaining, and 

reinforcing the crucial trust audiences expect of ABC, making it 
Australia’s most trusted media brand. Some experiments ‘work’ 
and are incorporated into the ABC’s delivery, while some are 
discarded, constantly assessed and evaluated, sometimes in Real 
Time, by reference to analytic data gathered ‘behind the scenes’ 
on audiences and story or page views. Many of the details and 
analysis informing Ms Purtell’s work are contained in the 2021 – 
2022 ABC Annual Report, though she and her colleagues do this 
work in Real Time.

As a preface to Ms Purtell’s presentation, I showed and briefly 
spoke to an ABC TV The 7.30 Report I did in September, 1989, 
on the launch of Australia’s first public Internet Service Provider 
(ISP), Pegasus Networks, based at Byron Bay. The story was 
shot near Protester’s Falls at the end of Terania Creek Road, 
some 30 kilometers from Lismore, on Bundjalung Widjabul Wia-
bal country, at the site of the world famous Terania rainforest 
campaign in 1979. Back then, mobile phones were as large and 
heavy as a house brick, very expensive to buy and use, voice 
only, and patchy coverage was largely restricted to capital cities 
and larger regional towns. Pegasus was started by some ‘techno-
hippies’, with strong environmental credentials, then state of the 
art computing and networking expertise, and commitments to 
introduce and expand this Internet thing into the wider community. 
Hitherto, the Internet, known in Australia as AARNet, had largely 
been the preserve of computer scientists at Universities, and 
Geeks.

Many of the opportunities, challenges, and dangers still 
embedded in the CyberSpace tsunami were dimly on the 
horizon as I interviewed Pegasus’ Ian Peter, who sadly passed 
away at the end of 2021, so I briefly sketched them out while 
speaking to my 33 years old story. Early social media, USENET, 
computer viruses and malware, amplifying conspiracy theories 
and spreading them at light speed, all part of what the ABC’s Meg 
Purtell and her colleagues are working hard to combat, and keep 
the ABC relevant and trusted.

The routine power of this technology, taken for granted today, was 
again demonstrated when immediate past ABCFQ President,  
Dr Vikki Unhlmann, Zoomed into the meeting Live from Exmouth, 
in Western Australia. On a personal road trip around Australia, 
with the ABCFQ ‘mascot’, Rusty, her Jack Russel terrier, Dr 
Uhlmann is also visiting ABC Offices on her travels. She reported 
on ABCFQ’s activities during her Presidency, including buying 

AGM with Senator Murray Watt (centre ).

Meg 
Purtell

Dr Mark Hayes and Pegasus Project.                                               Dr Vikki Unhlmann and Ross McDowell
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and fitting out a trailer for use at markets and other events, social 
media promotions during the 2022 election campaign, and 
navigating ABCFQ through the pandemic.

ABC Friends Queensland entertained a special guest at the 
AGM, the Hon Senator Murray Watt (ALP Qld.), Minister for 
Agriculture and Emergency Services in the Albanese Government. 
His presence was a welcome surprise given the continuing 
flooding emergencies, and issues, such as the threat of foot and 
mouth disease, he’s having to navigate. He sketched out the 
new Government’s funding and policy initiatives for the ABC, as 
announced in the October 2022 budget, and looking forward 
to longer funding cycles. Some minor Procedural Rule changes 
were accepted. Mr Ross McDowell was confirmed as ABCFQ 
President.

The well attended meeting, in the noisy inner western Brisbane 
Paddo Tavern, left the AGM pleased with the ABCFQ’s activities, 
and the information provided from the three presentations.

Dr Mark Hayes 
Communications Advisor, ABC Friends Qld

Tasmania
Tasmanian Friends held 
our AGM on 23 October 
2022. Our keynote 
speaker, Professor 
Julianne Schultz, spoke 
on “Reimagining National 
Public Broadcasting 
in the Digital Age”. 
Founding editor of the 
Griffith Review and 
Emeritus Professor of 
Media and Culture at 
Griffith University’s Centre 
for Social and Cultural 
Research, Julianne is 
one of Australia’s leading 
thinkers on media, culture 
and society. She has held board and leadership roles within the 
ABC and her latest book, The Idea of Australia, is an exploration 
of the nation’s soul - of the competing visions of who we are, who 
we could be and of the influences that have shaped us. Julianne 
reflected on the roles the ABC has played in Australian society 
since its inception 90 years ago. As the media landscape has 
evolved, the ABC has become a leader in providing digital services 
across a range of platforms. In a climate of easy access to 
content from anywhere, the ABC remains a key player in informing 
Australians and telling their stories. This has been achieved in 
the face of significant political and commercial opposition to it 
retaining its leadership role in the Australian media landscape. 

The rapid rise of social media platforms has made the business 
models of traditional commercial media redundant. Content 
generated by traditional media, including the ABC, has a value 

and should be paid for by those who use it to generate their own 
profits. The ABC sought to address this issue in response to 
cuts imposed by the Howard Government but was unsuccessful. 
When, on the recommendation of the ACCC, the former 
government introduced a news media bargaining code, Google, 
Facebook and other technology corporations were finally required 
to pay for their use of commercial and public broadcasting 
content. This change has netted around $12 million for the ABC, 
money used primarily to improve ABC regional services.  The 
misuse of social media is undermining our capacity for respectful 
dialogue and hence thinning and polluting the democratic 
conversation. Julianne noted that the misuse of social media has 
been accompanied by ‘culture wars’ over the last 25 years, during 
which “there has been an attempt to undermine a confident 
sense of the good values of what it means to be a member of 
this society.” Attacks on ‘tall poppies’, beginning with those who 
questioned ‘traditional views’ about Australian history, made many 
in the media, academia and civic society more generally, nervous. 
The ABC has clearly been one of the targets of the ‘culture wars’ 
and those working within the ABC have naturally also become 
nervous. Despite these pressures and the impact of cuts on the 
production of content, the ABC’s productivity has increased very 
significantly through the creation of new digital channels and 
platforms.

Julianne asked, “What was the problem that the ABC was 
answering at the time of its formation 90 years ago and what are 
the problems it is being asked to solve now and in the future?” 
In this digital age, when traditional media has been significantly 
weakened and social media is increasing plagued with toxicity, 
conspiracies and misinformation, the ABC may be the only place 
where we can hold respectful national conversations. This may 
be the case at state regional levels too. How do we ensure that 
there is an appropriate regulatory environment that enables public 
broadcasting to thrive into the future? Julianne suggests there 
should be a ‘bottoms up’ enquiry into public broadcasting using a 
deliberative democracy model to inform government about what 
the Australian people value 
and want from their national 
public broadcasters.  The 
full presentation is available 
at www.abcfriends.net.au/
tasmania.

At the AGM, we also welcomed 
two new committee members, 
Anna Bateman and Christine 
Howard, and farewelled and 
thanked outgoing Committee 
members Margaret Reynolds 
and long serving member 
Kevin O’Dea. And we awarded 
our hardworking outgoing 
Secretary, Kate Durkin, life 
membership. 

In November we were fortunate to have international investigative 
journalist Will Fitzgibbon as our guest speaker. Will is currently 
based in Washington and is part of the International Consortium 
of Investigative Journalists - www.icij.org/. He is also the son of 
Peta Fitzgibbon our highly valued Vice President.

Peter Tatham 
President, ABC Friends Tasmania

Professor Julianne Schultz

Will Fitzgibbon

http://www.abcfriends.net.au/tasmania
http://www.abcfriends.net.au/tasmania
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Western Australia
AGM and new Committee. 

Our AGM was held on 16 October 
2022. The in-person event was well 
attended, the online event less so. 
The speaker Jonathan Holmes, 
Chair of ABC Alumni, and previously 
distinguished ABC journalist and 
presenter, joined us in Perth in person. 
The meeting was held again at the 
ABC Centre in East Perth, though this 
year we were in the larger TV studio. 
A special thank you to Perth ABC staff 
Cameron Matthews, who admitted 
people to the building and set up 
chairs and tables, and Raman Kaur who 
provided the technical expertise. Thanks to Helen Tuck for being 
our Returning Officer again. Thanks to all committee members 
who organised the afternoon tea, talked to members and signed 
up new members, and a special thanks to Jenny Meyrick who 
stood in for the new President, Cathy Bardon, when she was 
unable to attend in person due to illness, although she did join 
online.

Our President for the last ten years, Bobbie Mackley, and four 
other Committee members did not re-nominate, so we have five 
new Committee members for 2022-23. Meg Durston is returning 
to the committee after a seven- year gap.  The new Committee is 
listed below.

Cathy Bardon - President / National Committee representative

Jennifer Meyrick - Vice President / National Committee 
representative

Richard Harding - Secretary

Liz Millward – Treasurer 

and Committee members, Danelle Baxter, Terri Brown, Meg 
Durston, Jacqueline Kane and John Macgowan.

The outgoing president, Bobbie Mackley, was awarded Life 
Membership of ABC Friends WA. We greatly appreciate her efforts 
as President of ABCF WA and also as National Secretary.

In his presentation, Jonathan Holmes said that he believes that 
in another decade broadcast TV and radio will be dead. He said 
that almost no-one under 40 watches broadcast TV, but that 
people do watch reality TV shows on commercial TV because 
they get to vote, and they have to do that in real time. Broadcast 

TV now also has to compete with global streaming services with 
huge audiences. The streaming services can afford to make very 
expensive programs that the consumer can buy at a small cost. 
However, now there are so many streaming services that each will 
need to spend less on production.

A greater problem is that now consumers can choose to watch 
only what they agree with. Rupert Murdoch has made two 
fortunes by carving out an audience of socially conservative 
working class people, firstly in Britain with The Sun from 1969, 
then with Fox News on cable TV in the US in the 1990s. Public 
broadcasting helps to counteract misinformation and has 
therefore always been targeted by the Murdoch media. When 
asked ‘What does the ABC do?’ Jonathan said, ‘The ABC is the 
place to go for Australia – for stories and true news.’

Other news: Jenny Meyrick attended the two-day strategy 
meeting in Sydney in the week following our AGM. Cathy Bardon 
delivered a presentation via Zoom, ‘NationBuilder and Data 
Management’, with the NationBuilder Administrator Phil Evans.

The new Committee met for the first time at the President’s house 
on 28 October. The new members were provided with a lot of 
background information. Responsibilities, for example keeping 
merchandise and contacting members who have not renewed, 
were reassigned. Most of the discussion was of arrangements for 
a dinner to be held at the Herdsman Tavern on 28 November, our 
first such event since 2019.

Cathy Bardon 
President, ABC Friends (WA) Inc

Victoria
It took a few weeks to recover from the relief (and mild euphoria) 
from the results of the federal election in May. We had set out to 
campaign in nine selected seats in order to help create a pro-ABC 
parliament and government, and in eight of them the result was 
what we wanted. In the ninth the sitting (anti-ABC) member very 
nearly lost, and it is now a marginal seat. Our compensation in 
that seat (Deakin) was that the campaign led to the formation of 
a new ABC Friends Group - (see the separate Victoria Groups 
Report). Life has returned to something similar to non-election 
normal in Victoria since May. Groups are out and about, with 
stalls, and functions, plus some special events associated with the 
ABC’s 90th birthday. See separate Groups Report.

The election materials have all been tucked away for another day. 
We have taken the opportunity to revamp out IT systems and 
processes. And the focus is now on the future, both of the ABC 
and ABC Friends. Of particular interest now is what we are calling 
the ABC Friends NewGen Initiative (discussed over). The enemies 
of the ABC are not going to go away – their opposition is deep 
seated and ideological – so we need to plan for the long term, 
for the next generation of members and supporters of both ABC 
Friends and the ABC. Please see the report below on Victoria’s 
youth engagement program.

We hosted a very successful 2022 Annual Dinner on 15 
November, at the Royal Melbourne Hotel in Melbourne’s CBD. The 
venue was booked out (150 diners) well before the dinner, with 
Groups and members keen to make up for two years of COVID-
cancellations. The major attraction was the Keynote Speaker, the 
Minister for Communications, the Hon Michelle Rowland, who 
indicated strong support for the ABC, and announced the funding 

Jonathan Holmes

Bobbie Mackley and audience. Photo by Raman Kaur.
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review which the government has in mind for the ABC. Please 
see the separate report on the funding review in this Update. 
The Minister also deftly answered questions on the ABC Board, 
funding, shortwave broadcasting, and Sydney-centricity. We had 
the pleasure of the company of Zoe Daniel MP at the dinner, 
along with Peter Marks, Victorian Director of ABC Alumni and 
Andrea Hull AO, former Chair of the ABC Advisory Council. The 
vote of thanks to the Minister was given by Cassandra Parkinson, 
National President of ABC Friends.

One of the highlights of the evening was the presentation of 
the inaugural 2022 Writing Prize. The prize is offered by Future 
Leaders as part of their promotion of young writers, for original 
writing by Australians forty years and under. The winner was 
Ashlen Campbell, who received the prize ($10,000) from Helen 
Sykes, Director of Future Leaders, at the dinner. Her essay was 
on “What is the role of publicly funded free media in Australia?”  
Ms Campbell’s conclusion was that: “A nation’s media is its 
identity, its intelligence, and its voice. To say that there is no place 
for publicly funded media is to surrender that identity, insult that 
intelligence, and forfeit that voice.” The full essay is published at 
www.writing.org.au and on the ABC Friends Victoria website.

ABC Friends Victoria Communication Manager Sophie Arnold 
provided this report: “Focus on the future of the ABC (and 
Friends): Youth engagement” ABCF Victoria took the opportunity 

of the sold out annual dinner to launch its NewGen Initiative to 
build awareness of the need for, and the importance of, public 
broadcasting and the ABC, particularly among 18-35 year old 
Australians. In 2020 ABCF Victoria commissioned research which 
showed that:

• While the ABC is valued, this age group is largely unaware of 
who funds the ABC and the importance of public broadcasting

• Over 80% of this cohort keep up to date with news through 
social media.

ABCF Victoria has engaged a Youth Engagement and Social 
Media Officer and is starting to put together a NewGen Advisory 
Group of young people to help drive the initiative. Proposed 
activities include social media campaigning, engaging tertiary 
students through events and clubs and involving secondary 
school students in debates about the importance of public 
broadcasting.

ABCF Victoria has also recently worked with the Swinburne 
Institute of Technology and the Public Relations Institute of 
Australia (PRIA) to act as the “client” for students required to 
develop a new strategy to promote the importance of public 
broadcasting and ABC Friends’ work. Swinburne students 
received academic credit for their efforts, while universities from 
across Australia entered the 2023 PRIA Pitch This competition. 
The winner of this year’s competition, the University of Canberra, 
presented an inspiring video outline of their proposed “There is 
nothing like the ABC” campaign, which included a detailed social 
media campaign, interviews with people from the general public 
and people connected to the ABC about public broadcasting and 
a campaign website. The winning video can be viewed on the 
ABCF Vic website. ABC Friends Victoria will include suggestions 
made by the students in the planning and roll out of the NewGen 
initiative.

Michael Henry  
President ABC Friends Victoria. 

Victoria Local Groups
The Victorian local groups continue to get the ABC Friends 
message out.  Now the election is over, the focus is on education 
and awareness raising. Members are keen to stay visible.

The Eastern Group was out and about at the Whitehorse Spring 
Festival where they garnered over 100 signatures to an open letter 
to the new Minister for Communications. They were keen to let 
Minister Rowland know that ABC Friends will not be dropping 
our advocacy for a strong, well-funded, independent ABC. The 
letter specifically asked how the new Government plans to restore 
the many years of funding cuts.

There was such enthusiasm from volunteers in the Deakin 
electorate that a new local group has been established Outer 
East ABC Friends. They are keen to increase awareness and 
support for ABC Friends.

Southern Bayside’s election campaign in Dunkley, Isaacs, and 
Goldstein, took more effort and involved more members than 
ever before. But the group believes they shouldn’t underestimate 
the part they played in those electorates choosing ABC friendly 
candidates.  Since the election the group has attended the 
monthly City of Kingston market and a number of plays at the 
local theatre. The theatre patrons have been enthusiastic and 

Communications Minister Michelle Rowlands at ABCFV 
dinner.

Ashlen Campbell receives Writer’s Prize from Helen Sykes
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express appreciation 
for the ABC and 
the work done by 
ABC Friends. Forty 
minutes standing 
at the entrance 
greeting patrons 
prior to each show 
was great value. 
The group has 
distributed hundreds 
of flyers explaining 
who ABC Friends 
are, and why we are 
important. Southern 
Bayside also 
hosted Angela and 
David Williamson, 
stalwarts from ABC 
Friends Southern 

Highlands NSW at a morning tea. It was productive to share 
experiences between groups across the different states.

This year’s ABCF’s Calendar, Endangered Species, a collaboration 
between Australian Wildlife Conservancy and ABC Friends 
Southern Bayside is about to be delivered. Nathan Browne 
(AWC) and Neville Bartlett (SBG) have put together another great 
calendar. These calendars may be ordered from ABC Friends 
Southern Bayside Group <abc.friends.sbg@gmail.com> 

Volunteers from the Western Melbourne group spoke to over 
100 people at a local market. Many were unaware of ABC Friends 
and its ongoing importance but were receptive to the message. 

ABC Friends Northern has also been holding stalls and talking 
to locals. They also sent congratulatory letters to all the elected 
members from their catchment encouraging them to continue 
their support for the ABC.   

Ballarat ABC Friends celebrated ‘Our ABC’s 90th anniversary’ 
with a series of five events, each designed to raise awareness 
with a different audience of the importance of public interest 
journalism and democracy, specifically our national publicly 
funded broadcaster, the ABC. They partnered with the Ballarat 
Library, collaborated with local media outlets and gained media 
attention from the Ballarat Courier, the Ballarat Times and Ballarat 
ABC Radio. On 5 September, in partnership with the Ballarat 
Library, the group cosponsored the launch of “The Watermill” by 
renowned author Arnold Zable. Ballarat ABC’s Prue Bentley 
conducted the interview and Q&A with an audience of 80 people. 
The following day Arnold ran a creative writing workshop with 
25 participants. Ballarat also hosted an evening with Matthew 

Ricketson, co-author of 
“Who Needs the ABC? 
Why taking it for granted 
is no longer an option”.  
The event was facilitated 
by Eugene Duffy, Editor of 
the Ballarat Courier. Fifty 
people took part. 

On 13 September ABC 
Friends co-sponsored 
the South Street 2022 
ACU Debating Challenge 
at the Ballarat Town Hall. 

Loreto College, for the affirmative was successful in arguing 
that “A publicly funded ABC is more important than ever for 
Australian Democracy”. Loreto College was also successful for the 
affirmative against Ballarat High School in the years 9-10 debate; 
“The ABC is relevant for young people today”. The topics were 
designed to draw out inquiry into the importance of public interest 
journalism and the role the ABC plays in our cultural life. The prize 
given to each student in the two winning teams was an ABC 
Friends Certificate and $40 inside David Anderson’s signed book 
“Now More Than Ever: Australia’s ABC”. David donated, signed 
and posted the books. Runners up were also given copies of the 
book, courtesy of ABC Friends Victoria. 

The Bendigo group hosted ABC Alumni Gael Jennings at their 
August meeting. Gael is a passionate advocate for the ABC 
and highlighted the costs of the past years of budget cuts. The 
damage is not just financial, but has seriously affected the morale 
of those who work at the ABC who attempt to maintain the high 
standards they set for themselves, with seriously diminished 
resources. The loss is not just in investigative journalism, but also 
the arts, sciences and across the board.

The Geelong group have been working to encourage a greater 
ABC presence in Geelong, a city of almost 250,000 people but 
no ABC studio. With spring arriving they are also returning to local 
markets.

Gai Mooney 
ABC Friends Victoria, Groups Convenor 

South Australia/Northern Territory
As a result of AGM on 16 October a new Committee was elected 
for ABC Friends SA/NT as follows:

Daryl Regan, President 

Peter Vandeleur, Vice President 

Judy Gonda, Secretary 

Mihir Makwana, Treasurer and Members:  Richard Ruffin, 
Natalie Leader and Lachlan White. 

Communication with members and supporters is a major priority 
for the new committee.

Life membership has been awarded to Sue Pinnock, Sandra 
Coopman and Andrew Johnston for outstanding service to ABC 
Friends SA|NT.

Daryl Regan 
President, ABC Friends 

Lee at Spring Festival, Eastern Group.

Cherry Lane Market.

Debate Winners.

mailto:abc.friends.sbg%40gmail.com?subject=


NSW Branch News
Central Coast
ABC Friends across Australia have had a very demanding, but 
in many ways, a rewarding year with the ABC perhaps in a more 
secure position at the end of 2022 than it was at the beginning. 
All branches would have been actively campaigning leading up to 
the Federal election in May, our branch on the Central Coast was 
certainly no exception. We began with a function featuring the 
eminent broadcaster and producer Jonathan Holmes in April. His 
speech and indeed the entire event was very well received by an 
audience of sixty people, the maximum the venue allowed.

Our federal election campaign included distributing brochures 
about ABC impartiality and its essential role as an emergency 
broadcaster at the Gosford markets. We repeated this exercise 
at two candidates’ forums for the seats of Robertson and Dobell. 
Our members also held signs along the Central Coast Highway 
at the Gosford waterfront in support of the ABC. During pre-
polling and polling, we distributed 1,000 “vote for a candidate that 
supports the ABC” flyers at polling stations in Robertson. After the 
election, we took the opportunity to meet with ABCF members 
and ABC supporters on 9 July to celebrate our efforts during the 
campaign along with the 90th anniversary of the ABC.  

Important Dates for Your Diary

CHRISTMAS LUNCH!! 
Saturday, 10 December 2022  
- 12 noon -  

At the Elanora Hotel,  
41 Victoria Street,  
East Gosford 

(ample parking in the  
car park at rear in  
Brougham Street). 

Special guest will be the new Federal Member  
for Robertson, Dr Gordon Reid MP, who will be joining  
us for lunch. 

Note: Book early for this event.  
Contact Sue Young: csmoe@exemail.com.au for bookings. 

 

Monthly meetings of ABC Friends (Central Coast) are held on the 
second Saturday of the month, and alternate between Committee 
meetings and social meetings. And remember, Committee 
meetings are open to all ABCF Central Coast members. The first 
two meetings for 2023 are on 11 February (Committee) and 11 
March (Social).

Best wishes and a sincere thank you to all ABC Friends and 
supporters,

Ross McGowen  
Convenor, ABC Friends, Central Coast

Mid north Coast 

This is our first report since the start of COVID.  The Mid-North 
Coast is a big retirement area which meant we were all worried 
about coming to meetings.  So a small group of us have been 
meeting for coffee with the emphasis on informal. There will be 
a lunch on Wednesday 14 December up the road in Gladstone.  
This is convenient for a few Friends to join us from Coffs Harbour.  
If you will be in the area on 14 December and you’re interested in 
the lunch in Gladstone, please ring me, Drusi, on 0431 598 125 
or email me on fabc.midcoast@gmail.com.  

Meanwhile the Coffs Harbour people are gearing up to start their 
own group.  They are planning a meeting, probably on a Monday 
in February 2023 at “Sylvios” at Park Beach Plaza Shopping 
Centre.  Dick McLaughlin is the main organiser.  Please contact 
him on 0412 464 520

Drusi Megget 
Convener ABC Friends Mid-North Coast

Northern  Rivers
After the pre- Federal election burst of activity, we have been 
eagerly awaiting the outcome of the October budget. It was 
good to see that the new government’s core promises (five-
year funding, cancellation of the previous government’s $83.7m 
funding impost and new funding for Pacific broadcasting) have 
been delivered, even if meaningful funding to address the 
cutbacks since 2014 at the ABC, is yet to materialise. 

Our 2022 AGM is scheduled for 3 December and we intend 
to discuss where this year’s chain of events might lead us as 
a Branch. For many years, we have operated sub-branches, 
largely to overcome the tyranny of distance, but our capacity to 
communicate with our 
members has been 
radically transformed 
in the intervening 
period, partly as 
a result of COVID 
related restrictions. 
Our structure needs to 
reflect this.

In the intervening 
period, we’ve looked 
for a way to enhance 
our profile, and 
conducted a photo 
competition, with 
the theme of the 
ABC’s 90th birthday. 
Contestants were 
simply asked to take 
a photo with the 
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number 90 in it. The Branch gained strong support from state 
and national ABCF bodies in advertising the competition as well 
as support from some local members and teachers. In the end, 
the total number of entries was less than anticipated, but in both 
the General and Junior categories we received some creative 
contributions. And many thanks to our stalwart Branch members, 
Neville Jennings and Tony Betts for developing and running the 
competition. 

Peter Dickson 
President, ABCF Northern Rivers

Northern Tablelands
With a change in title, President to Convenor, came a change in 
person at our recent AGM. Brian Byrne is now the convenor of 
the Northern Tablelands branch of the ABC Friends and he paid 
this tribute to Dr Bruce Stevenson who served as President 
of the Armidale branch (now renamed Northern Tablelands) for 
an awe-inspiring seven years.  The local community and the 
wider Friends family were the beneficiaries of his enthusiasm for 
public broadcasting and of his dedication and energy.  Bruce 
has, typically, offered to continue as an active member of the 
committee.  Also typically, in recognition of what he saw as an 
overblown title for the role, he successfully proposed a name 
change to Convener.  Thanks, Bruce.

Our annual October public speaker was Robyn Williams. After 
47 years as host of the Radio National Science Show, Robyn 
spoke to an audience of 140 at the Armidale Bowling Club on 
his experiences as an ABC broadcaster.  During his talk Robyn 
reflected back to his first show in 1975, which included an 
interview on climate change, resulting in the title of his 2022 talk – 
Why weren’t they listening, when you were? 

The Northern Tablelands branch has awarded an annual Media 
Prize since 2017. For the first four years it was awarded to 
the strongest student graduating in the Bachelor of Media & 
Communication from the University of New England.  In order to 

Anniversary. Photo: Joli Hall

Living in the 90s. Photo: Spencer McKinnon.

Brian Byrne and Robyn Williams.  Photo: Dave Robinson.
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increase our regional focus, it is now awarded to the Armidale 
Secondary College HSC student who is deemed to be strongest 
in media related areas.  We are now looking to develop a scheme 
that will apply across the Northern Tablelands region, possibly 
involving ABC Heywire.

Recently our past President was interviewed on an Armidale 
community radio station, where he spoke about issues of 
importance to the ABC Friends.  This also reminded us that 
community radio stations exist around the country, fulfilling an 
important local role when it comes to public broadcasting. 

For those who were in Armidale on 27 October, you might have 
spotted our ABC Friends table at the Armidale Market.  While 
maintaining a Northern Tablelands website, we still see significant 
value in face-to-face conversations on the importance of public 
broadcasting.

Brian Byrne 
Convenor, ABC Friends Northern Tablelands

Editor’s note: ABC Heywire is young regional Australians telling it 
like it is, and making a difference.

Southern Highlands
Our COVID-postponed AGM with special guest speaker Margaret 
Reynolds is behind us and our new committee key people are 
Trevor Wright President, Angela Williamson Vice-President and 
interim Treasurer, Julianne Cleland Secretary, Grahame Hackett 
Minute Secretary. 

Northern Suburbs of Sydney (NSoS)
I wish to thank Lindsay Somerville who took over as NSoS 
Convenor; Anne Matheson who was NSoS’s inaugural secretary; 
Diana Tyne who is the new secretary; the hard-working NSoS 
Committee; Jonathan Biggins who wrote the words for the new 
song “It’s Our ABC”; Corin Fairburn Bass who promoted it and 
Wayne Richmond’s ensemble of musicians who performed around 
Northern Sydney. The song is available on the NSoS webpage.

On 15 September we gathered to celebrate International 
Democracy Day.

From February 2023 NSoS is starting a Guest Speaker Program 
on every second Thursday at the Roseville Club, 64 Pacific 
Highway, Roseville. There are NSoS Committee meetings at 
11.45-12.15, followed by the talk from 12.15 to 1.00 pm and 
lunch after (own cost). For program details please contact 
janinekitson@gmail.com; or 0428 860623.

Janine Kitson 
Convenor, ABC Friends, Northern Suburbs

Margaret Reynolds and Trevor Wright.

We held our planning meeting recently and intend to have 
information stalls at several Highlands Markets in 2023, starting 
with Exeter on first Saturday of March (4th). We’ll have semi-
prepared letters for stall visitors to assist them writing to our local 
Federal MPs.  Julianne proposes that our successful inaugural 
Highlands Schools ABC Art Competition 2022 will be reprised 
later next year. 

Angela Williamson 
Vice-President, ABC Friends Southern Highlands

Jenny Forster and Janine Kitson.

Cassandra Parkinson and Gerry Constantinov.
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Blue Mountains
Our market stall at Springwood Spring Festival in September 
attracted the attention of one Bill Wyman, lecturer in Media 
and Communication at the University of Sydney and a regular 
columnist for the Sydney Morning Herald. He is an occasional 
contributor to ABC’s Planet America podcast and has appeared 
on ABC’s The Drum. Bill kindly accepted our invitation to be 
our guest speaker at our AGM in November. Bill’s extensive 
experience as a journalist and academic in the US and 
Australia made him a superb guest speaker. Reflecting on 
Bill’s presentation, our Vice-President Ian Bate wrote: “Bill’s 
engaging and entertaining address provided valuable insight 
into the daily pressures under which the staff of organisations 
such as the ABC work. He praised the ABC for the quality of its 
journalism, which he characterised as “operating at the highest 
level of world-wide standards”. Bill’s key advice to supporters 
of the ABC, both within and outside the corporation, is to be 
confident “to push back more” and in doing so emphasise how 
the pursuit of profit by the more populist (and ABC-hostile) media 
companies distorts, undermines and eclipses the integrity of their 
reportage and commentary”. Before moving to Australia three 
years ago and settling in the Blue Mountains, Bill was the arts 

editor and assistant managing editor of National Public Radio 
Inc, Washington DC. In these roles he oversaw the network’s 
arts, entertainment, cultural, media and digital coverage. He has 
contributed articles to the Columbia Journalism Review and rock 
music articles to New York Magazine. Bill was also an arts editor 
for Salon.com. And Bill wishes to join ABC Friends! 

Meanwhile, our monthly newsletter keeps our members abreast 
of our branch’s activities and upcoming events over the year. It 
also points our members to reports, articles and campaigns that 
have bearing on the ABC and our work in advocating for public 
broadcasting. All our newsletters can be found on our branch 
website - http://fabcnswbm.org.au/. A recently added feature 
of our monthly meetings is our Branch Library, with a growing 
portable library of books and DVDs that are relevant to the mass 
media and politics. Members regularly avail themselves of this 
service and value the exchange of information and growth of 
knowledge. 

Our long-serving Treasurer Garth Taylor is leaving us for the mid 
north coast. Garth has been an active participant in our branch 
for 14 years, serving in various roles, including Treasurer for five 
years. He will be greatly missed. We wish him and Margaret a 
happy “sea-change”. 

On behalf of our branch, I’d like to thank retiring committee 
members Bev and Barry Redshaw. Barry 
and Bev have established the Western 
Suburbs of Sydney branch, based in 
Penrith, despite persistent setbacks. 
Barry and Bev have been staunch and 
enthusiastic members of our BM branch, 
serving in a variety of roles, including 
President, and newsletter editors, and 
regularly contributing valuable insights and 
media “snippets”. As our sister branch, 
we will continue to support their efforts. 
WSoS covers a huge area of Sydney, and 
the hope is that eventually, other branches 
will form, to better reflect the growing 
population and huge area that is Western 
Sydney.

Sue Noske 
President, ABC Friends Blue Mountains

Celebrating International Democracy Day.

Bill Wyman and Chas Licciardello.
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Ballarat Electorate 
Maureen MacPhail
0476 247 870
david.i.macphail@gmail.com 

Bendigo Electorate 
Nancy Toohey
nmtoohey.31@gmail.com

Boroondara 
Gael: 03 9859 5185
barretts75@gmail.com 

Castlemaine area 
Rosie  0419 767 884
rosiespear@gmail.com 

Eastern Melbourne
Neil  0411 487 348
jenbneilb@gmail.com 

Geelong area
Martin Shirley & Jennifer Lord
abcfriendsgeelong@gmail.com 

Inner Melbourne 
Marion Crooke
0413 315 084
arioncrooke@gmail.com

Western Melbourne 
Lorraine Harrison & Phil Corser
abcfwesternmelbourne@gmail.com 

Latrobe electorate
Peter Fleming  0418 557 808
lrbrain1896@gmail.com

Stephen Koci  
stephen.koci@gmail.com

Northern Melbourne 
Margaret Hanrahan
0421 338 155
margaret@nashcc.com.au 

Southern Bayside
Ivor Donohue
03 9580 6402 
ivor_donohue@hotmail.com 

ABC Friends

NSW/ACT Regional Branches

Queensland Regional Branch Tasmania Regional Branches

Victorian Groups

ACT & South East NSW
Peter Lindenmayer (Convenor)
0497 976 945
actsensw@abcfriends.net.au 

Blue Mountains
Sue Noske (President) 
0421 020 610
susano2311@gmail.com

Central Coast 
Ross McGowen
0400 213 514
ross.mcgowen61@gmail.com 

Eastern Suburbs of Sydney 
Nizza Siano (Secretary)
02 9327 3423
nizzamax@gmail.com 

Hunter  
Allan Thomas
02 4930 7309
allan.thomas2@bigpond.com 

Mid-North Coast 
Drusi Meggett (Convenor)
0431 598 125
fabc.midcoast@gmail.com 

Northern Suburbs of Sydney 
Janine Kitson (Convenor)
janinemkitson@gmail.com
0428 860 623

Northern Rivers 
Jennie Hicks (Secretary)
0431 958 991  
hicksanddickson@gmail.com

•   Byron sub-branch 
 Tim Mulroy
 tim2483@bigpond.net.au
 

• Tweed sub-branch 
 Neville Jennings
 neville.jennings82@gmail.com 

• Lismore sub-branch 
 Felicity Holmes
 fholmes@bigpond.com
 0429 650 530

Northern Tablelands 
Brian Byrne (Convenor)
bbyrne@une.edu.au
Vic Wright (Secretary)
0477 877 315
northerntablelands@abcfriends.
net.au 

Riverina / Murray
Drew Porter 
0409 369 253
drew.porter@bigpond.com.au

Sapphire Coast
Dianne Beckett (Convenor)
0434 996 586 
dianne.friends@outlook.com

Shoalhaven & South Coast
Carmel McCallum (Convenor)
0414 392 660 (texts preferred)
shoalhaven-southcoast@
abcfriends.net.au

Southern Highlands
Trevor Wright (President)
0408 345 019
Julianne Cleland (Secretary) 
0413 708 832
southernhighlands@abcfriends.
net.au

Southern Sydney
Moira McGuire (Convenor)
moira.mcguire.bbe@gmail.com
0410 357 235

Western Suburbs of 
Sydney
Bev and Barry Redshaw 
(Convenors)
0429 492 168
wsos@abcfriends.net.au

ABC Friends National Inc.
PO Box 3620 Manuka ACT 2603 
president@abcfriends.net.au

Victoria
Michael Henry (President) 
Ross House 
247 Flinders Lane 
Melbourne  Vic. 3000 
1300 108 126 
office@abcfriends.org.au

NSW & ACT
Dr Tess Howes 
PO Box 1391, North Sydney 2059 
0402 430 103 
president_nswact@abcfriends.net.au

Queensland
Ross McDowell 
5 Dunn Ct, Bunya, Qld 4055 
0418 291 350 
president_qld@abcfriends.net.au

South Australia & Northern 
Territory 
Daryl Regan (President) 
PO Box 129,   
Mitcham Shopping Centre 
Torren Park, SA 5062 
0488 717 119 
sa@abcfriends.net.au

Western Australia
Cathy Bardon (President) 
PO Box 534 Subiaco WA 6904 
wa@abcfriends.net.au 
0402 755 907

Tasmania
Peter Tatham (President) 
tas@abcfriends.net.au  
0407 853 196

Join the ABC Friends
There is strength in numbers, and every membership counts at this time of unprecedented attacks on ‘Our ABC’.

To join go to abcfriends.net.au or phone your local contact below.

Like to join a local group or 
be on their mailing list? To 
find out more about one in 
your area:  ➞
Not in these areas?

Contact Gai Mooney 

Groups Convenor
0407 050 937
gaimooney@gmail.com 
as we are setting up new 
groups.

Sunshine Coast
Charmaine Foley:  
0411 880 375
chsfoley@gmail.com

Southern Qld
Kent Eising (Convenor)
0474 486 806
abcfriends.toowoomba@gmail.com

South
Roslyn Stoddart
thestoddarts@gmail.com
0407 555 239 (text messages only)

North and North-West
Polly Flanagan
pollyflanagan53@gmail.com
0417 374 696 (office hours only)
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