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Biography 
 

Stewart Hamilton MD, FRCSC, FACS 
 

After graduating with a Bachelor of Arts (economics, history) in 1972, Stewart Hamilton 
completed a medical degree at McGill University in 1977. Moving to Alberta in 1978, he 
completed his surgery training at the University of Alberta, joining the surgical staff at the 
University of Alberta Hospital in 1985, where he practiced until his retirement from clinical 
practice in 2015.  
 
In 1993 Dr Hamilton was appointed as Chair of the Department of Surgery at the University of 
Alberta, and the Chief of Surgery at the University of Alberta Hospitals, completing 2 five-year 
terms in 2003. 
 
Dr Hamilton has served on multiple provincial and national organizations. Of most significance, 
he was elected to the Council of the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada in 
1996. He served on the Executive of the Royal College and subsequently was elected President 
2004-2006. Dr Hamilton was also elected to the Council of the Canadian Medical Protective 
Association, serving from 2000 to 2004. He has been a member of several national and 
international surgical societies. In 2008, Dr Hamilton served for 5 weeks as a civilian trauma 
surgeon with the Royal Canadian Medical Corps at the Role 3 Multinational Medical Unit, 
located at the Kandahar Airfield, Kandahar Afghanistan. 
 
Dr Hamilton retired from surgical practice in July 2015. At that time, he was co-Medical Director 
of the University of Alberta Hospitals and an Associate Zone Medical Director of the Edmonton 
Zone, remaining in these roles with Alberta Health Services (AHS) until December 2016. In 2018 
he was hired by AHS as a Senior Medical Advisor in the Edmonton Zone. Dr Hamilton served as 
the medical lead for the implementation of the province-wide electronic medical record 
(Connect Care) at the University of Alberta Hospitals, the first site to go live in 2019. He led 
several quality assurance reviews, was the surgical lead in implementing the Ernst Young Report 
commissioned by Alberta Health and participated in medical staff by-laws processes on 
professionalism. In 2023 he was appointed as an Associate Medical Director of the Alberta 
Surgical Initiative (ASI), with oversight of the 310,000 surgical procedures performed within ASI 
and with specific focus on surgical patient flow, the measurement of surgical performance, day 
surgery optimization and reduction in clinical variation. 
 
Dr Hamilton is married, has 4 children (3 of whom live in Alberta) and nine grandchildren. He 
and his wife Julie have lived in Canmore for the past 10 years and are about to relocate to 
Calgary.  


