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WHAT IS SOCIAL POLICY?
Simple Answer: A policy for dealing with social issues.

More complex answer:
○Social policy is how we change, maintain or create living conditions that are 

conducive to human welfare. 

○Social policy is that part of public policy that has to do with social issues such as 
public access to social programs, health care, education. 

○Social policy aims to improve human welfare and to meet human needs. 

○In an academic environment, social policy refers to the study of the welfare state and 
the range of responses to social need. 



Canadian Government System

●Three levels of government
○Federal
○Provincial
○Municipal

In Canada, we follow what is called 
Westminster Style Governance

- Which means here is an executive 
branch (House of Commons or 
Provincial/ Territorial Legislature) made 
up of members of the legislature (MPs, 
or MPPs, or MLAs), and that are 
responsible to the legislature, the 
presence of parliamentary opposition 
parties; and a ceremonial head of state 
who is different from the head of 
government. 
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FEDERAL GOVERNMENT
The Prime Minister leads the federal government based in Ottawa. Canadian parliament is comprised of 
338 Members of Parliament (MPs) from constituencies across Canada. 



A premier leads each province or territory.
○Members of provincial/ territorial legislature are known as MPPs or 
MLAs
■Member of Provincial Parliament (in Ontario, representatives are known as MPP)
■Members of Legislative Assembly
○The provincial and territorial governments have the power to change 
their laws and manage their own public lands. They are in charge of 
things such as:
●Education
●Child care
●Healthcare
●Road regulations

PROVINCIAL/TERRITORIAL
GOVERNMENTS



Mayors lead municipal governments.
Municipalities have city councilors who are responsible for specific 
communities/ areas in the city.

Municipal governments run cities, towns or districts.
They are in charge of things such as:

●Parks
●Parking
●Libraries, 
●Roadways
●Local emergency services (fire, police ambulance)
●Public transportation

MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENTS



A territory is created through federal law, therefore lands in the territories are 
retained by the federal government. 
○Devolution over past 40 years has increased territorial authority and local decision making

●In a territory, the federal government may enter into provincial-type affairs, such 
as school curriculum, health care, and child care

●Territorial governments are not included in the Constitutional amending 
formula, meaning provinces get a vote when a change is proposed and 
territories do not.

TERRITORIAL GOVERNMENTS



Who is who in ON politics

Doug Ford,  Leader 
of the Progressive 
Conservative Party 

of Ontario

Seeking re-election 
for Premier of 

Ontario

Andrea Horwath, 
Leader of the 
Ontario New 

Democratic Party

Seeking election for 
Premier of Ontario

Mike Schreiner, 
Leader of the 

Ontario Green Party

Seeking election for 
Premier of Ontario

Steven Del Duca, 
Leader of the 

Ontario Liberal Party

Seeking election for 
Premier of Ontario



Investments in Social Policy 

LiberalSocial 
Democratic

NeoliberalConservative 

Conservative Public Spending

IndividualisticCollective

State intervention in 
economy to reduce 
inequality and 
enhance wellbeing of 
citizens.

State funding of social 
programs that support 
citizens ability to live 
well. 

Reduced public 
spending and 
government 
intervention in the 
economy. The market 
is supreme. 

Well-being is the  
responsibility of 
individuals and 
families. State 
spending to 
charity “issues”.



OVERVIEW OF CHILD CARE IN CANADA
THE FEDERAL ROLE
○Provides funding to provinces/territories for child care through 
the Canada Social Transfer and Agreements on Early Learning 
and Child Care which include :
●Bi-lateral Early Learning and Child Care Agreements
●Canada-Wide Early Learning and Child Care Agreements set out in the last Federal 

budget
○As of March 27th 2022, all 13 Canadian provinces and territories 
have signed new Canada-Wide agreements
■Federal contribution of $30 billion dollars in funding over the next five years.
■The agreements lay out guidelines to address affordability, accessibility, 

quality and the workforce.
●Reduce fees, on average by 50% by the end of 2022;
●Achieve on average, $10/day child care by 2026



OVERVIEW OF CHILD CARE IN CANADA
THE PROVINCIAL ROLE (ONTARIO)

○The Government of Ontario is the main legislative, 
regulatory and funding body for ELCC in Ontario

○The Ministry of Education licenses child care centres, 
provides funding to municipalities for subsidies, 
operating and wage enhancement, etc.



OVERVIEW OF CHILD CARE IN CANADA
THE MUNICIPAL ROLE (ONTARIO)
●Municipal government or District Social Services 
Administration Boards (Ontario)
○Service system manager

○Administers parent fee subsidy and flows operating & wage enhancement 
funding to programs

○Directly operate child care centres
■City of Toronto

■Kitchener-Waterloo

Federal Money Provinces/
Territories Municipalities



ON Election 2022

On June 2nd 2022, Ontarians will head to the polls to elect 
Members of the Provincial Parliament (MPPs) to serve in the 43rd 
Parliament of Ontario. 

What is each party promising on Child Care?



Ontario Liberal Party

A place to grow: The Ontario Liberal platform

Ontario Liberal Party, 10 May 2022

The Ontario Liberal Party has released its platform for the 2022 election campaign 
with its commitment to implement $10 a day child care, enhance parental leave and 
build flexible, tailored child care options. The platform includes, in specific: 

● implementing universal $10 a day for licensed child care; 
● making child care discounts retroactive, giving parents $2,750 per child;
● delivering $10 a day before and after school care by September; 
● creating 30,000 new child care jobs; 
● enhancing pay and benefits for ECEs; and
● providing free tuition for all ECE programs at Ontario’s colleges.

https://childcarecanada.org/documents/research-policy-practice/22/05/place-grow-ontario-liberal-platform


Ontario NDP

Ontario NDP election 2022 platform: They broke it, we’ll fix it

Ontario New Democratic Party, 26 April 2022

The Ontario New Democratic party has released its platform for the 2022 election campaign 
with its commitment to make life more affordable for Ontarians. On child care affordability, the 
Ontario NDP commit to:

● implementing $10-a-day child care;
● reducing fees of before and after school child care;
● increasing RECEs’ standard wage to $25 per hour;
● creating a workforce strategy;
● making child care inclusive; and
● providing base funding for licensed home child care and limiting government-funded 

expansion to public or non-profit services only.

https://childcarecanada.org/documents/research-policy-practice/22/04/ontario-ndp-election-platform-they-broke-it-we%E2%80%99ll-fix-it


Green Party of Ontario

The Green plan: New solutions to old problems
Green Party of Ontario, 11 May 2022
The Green Party of Ontario has released their platform for the 2022 
Ontario provincial election . The party commits to:
● Working with the federal government to implement $10 a day 

child care; and
● Implementing a wage scale for Early Childcare Educators with a 

starting wage of $25 per hour.

https://childcarecanada.org/documents/research-policy-practice/22/05/green-plan-new-solutions-old-problems


Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario

As of the date of this session (May 24th 2022), the PC Party of Ontario has not 
released their campaign platform. Rather, the 2022 Ontario Budget, released on 
April 28, 2022 is being viewed as the Ontario PC’s campaign platform. 

In relation to child care, the Progressive Conservative Party of Ontario, if re-
elected commits to:

● reducing fees in participating licensed child care for children 0-5 years old by 
25% and an additional 25% by December 2022;

● creating 86,000 new, high-quality child care spaces in a mix of not-for-profit 
and for-profit settings to provide families with choice and flexibility;

● improve compensation for RECEs working licensed child care with a wage 
floor of $18.00/hr


