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Executive Summary 
Ontario’s implementation of the Canada-Wide Early Learning and 

Child Care plan has improved affordability and access to child care 

for many families, but issues like staffing shortages, stalled space 

creation, and inequities in school-age child care persist.  

Most urgently, Ontario must sign a new bilateral 
agreement with the federal government to maintain 
the current benefits experienced by children, 
families and the economy. The current agreement 
expires March 2026.  

The Roadmap to Universal Child Care in Ontario evaluates progress made, makes a call for renewed 

government collaboration, and offers a plan of recommended policy interventions for Ontario to achieve 

bold progress in ELCC system building, funding, affordability, workforce development, and expansion. 

http://www.childcareontario.org/
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The Ontario Coalition for Better Child Care (OCBCC) is Ontario’s leading non-partisan, member-driven 

alliance—bringing together parents, early childhood educators, centre directors, unionists and 

community advocates since 1981—to secure a universally accessible, high-quality, publicly funded child 

care system. Guided by evidence, democratic governance, and a commitment to equity and inclusion, 

OCBCC shapes policy through research-backed briefs, collaborative campaigns and strategic partnerships 

across levels of government. Together, we champion sustainable funding, workforce investment and 

culturally responsive care so that every child, family and educator in Ontario can thrive. 

To learn more, visit childcareontario.org 

 

 

The Association of Early Childhood Educators of Ontario (AECEO) has been the professional association 

for ECEs in Ontario since 1950. We advocate for respect, recognition, and appropriate wages & working 

conditions for all ECEs. Our mission is to build and support a strong collective voice for early childhood 

educators (ECEs) so they can participate in and influence positive change that benefits ECEs, children, 

families, and communities.  

To learn more, visit aeceo.ca 
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