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Our field placement with the AECEO was an unexpected series
of surprising events.

We both started this placement with an open mind, ready to
welcome all of the lessons that we will learn in an unfamiliar
setting. We didn’t quite know what to expect, even after
researching the AECEO before our first day, and it turns out that it
was for a good reason! The association does so much that it is hard
to simply explain exactly what it is that they do; their mission goes
far beyond what we initially understood. They advocate for ECEs -
for better working conditions, professional wages, and stronger
support. But their work is truly all-encompassing. Their advocacy
doesn’t stop at one issue or one level; it branches out to every
corner of the profession. They collaborate with other organizations,
community partners, and educators to push for systemic change
that uplifts not just Early Childhood Educators, but also the children
and families we serve.

- Alyana Nonan and Steffany Bonilla



organizing and hosting a booth event at
George Brown College. Our goal was to share

the incredible work of the AECEO and connect
with our fellow ECE community members.

Organizing a booth event was not our first choice: | |
But it turned out to be one.
One of the highlights from our placement wa e P |

It felt intimidating at first to plan for something
that is new to us. But that turned out to be the
reason why we both started a friendship. As
we began to spend more time with each other, N e i
we discovered how much we had in common. Seceo, ; it BRel YRS
With the guidance and encouragement of Jess ‘IS A
Tomas, we pushed through the challenging
moments and made something we were truly
proud of.

L

During our booth event, we invited ECE students to share their struggles
and hopes on our Growth Tree. It was a simple idea that became
something so meaningful, as it started conversations where our fellow

students felt seen and heard. - Alyana Nonan and Steffany Bonilla
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Our placement with the AECEO taught us so much more than what
we expected. We were able to challenge ourselves and step out of
our comfort zone, allowing us to get to know new parts of ourselves
while also bringing us back to what we really stand for. advocacy
and support.

The field of Early Childhood Education requires a great amount of
emotional, mental, and physical effort. We give our best to nurture
the children who will shape the future; it is no wonder that we have
little to spare about the issues beyond the classroom.

But if there’s one thing we have learned, connection is everything.
We must be able to keep having conversations, to use our voices,
to ask questions and to show up even when things feel uncertain.

Because when we stay connected, we remember that we’re never
doing this work alone.

- Alyana Nonan and Steffany Bonilla



