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Forestry

Forests are touted as the source of building
materials, carbon drawdown, wildlife habitat,
energy and plastics production. Of these,
habitat and carbon are the best, but decisions
will be hard.

Want a voice for animals in Parliament? Join, donate, or find out more about the Animal

Justice Party at animaljusticeparty.org. You can also read our policies, here:
https://www.animaljusticeparty.org/our_policies.
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Policy
The Animal Justice Party (A JP) recognises that the value of

native forests, including old-growth forests, is greater to ani-

mals, biodiversity and the climate than the commercial value

of harvested material. Logging of native forests must cease

immediately.

The AJP accepts that contemporary human society requires

wood products, however, it is currently impossible to harvest

these products at scale in a way that does not cause harm

to animals or the environment. We must constantly work to

improve plantation management and harvest practices and

seek better alternatives to minimise adverse impacts.

While standing forests are best at capturing carbon, the A JP

believes that minimising harm is a nuanced issue and that

timber products may be more climate-friendly than cement

and steel for building and construction.

Forestry and land clearing are different issues (see our Land
Clearing Policy1).

Key Objectives
1. Immediately cease the logging of native forests.

2. Support people and communities who may be affected

by the transition away from native forest logging.

3. Revegetate, rehabilitate and protect all native forest

areas where logging has taken place, and support all an-

imals remaining in native forests (including threatened

and endangered species) to thrive.

4. Ensure that the transition to plantation timber harvest-

ing is conducted in a way that maximises the protection

of animals.

5. Strengthen pre-logging wildlife surveys, report the num-

ber of animals killed, displaced, injured and orphaned

by forestry operations, both directly and indirectly, and

impose significant penalties for forestry operations that

injure or kill wildlife.

6. Support wildlife carers who care for animals impacted

by logging (see our Wildlife Care Policy2).
7. Reduce reliance on new timber products, increase the

recycling of timber and timber products (see our Waste
Policy3) and fund research into less harmful alternatives
to timber.

8. Assist households to transition from wood stoves to

clean energy and prohibit wood burning for electricity

generation.

9. Pending Key Objective 1, remove the current exemp-

tions for forestry operations conducted under Regional

Forestry Agreements and ensure they are subject to the

full requirements of federal environmental law.

10. Strengthen animal protection and sustainability require-

ments for imported wood products.

Background
Native forests, including old-growth forests4, are naturally oc-
curring ecosystems. Plantations are forests grown by people

for human use, much like food crops. There are also forests

which have regrown naturally or with human assistance on

areas which were once either cropped or grazed.

Native forests have intrinsic value as complex ecosystems;

provide habitat for countless species of fauna and flora; cap-

ture and store carbon and release oxygen into the atmo-

sphere; regulate temperature and precipitation; filter water;

protect land from soil erosion; and provide spaces for tourism,

recreation, mindfulness and learning. While the A JP does not

believe forests can be given a dollar value, others5 have pro-
vided a conservative6 estimate7 of $150 trillion globally – nearly
double the value of global stock markets. The bulk of this

value is attributed to forests’ ability to mitigate climate change

through carbon storage. Intact forests, which are still found in
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limited areas of Australia, are considered to have exceptional
value8.
According to the State of the Forests Report9 (2018), native forest
logging is a small player in the timber industry, contributing

12% of timber output. This means the economic impact of

ceasing logging native forests will be manageable.

Native forests
The logging of native forests has long been controversial.

Since the 1970s, it has been the subject of numerous legal

actions from conservation groups. With dwindling production

and increasing financial losses reported in Victoria10 and New
South Wales11, there is no justification for the destruction of na-
tive forests to continue. Western Australia and Victoria have

announced an end to native forest logging by 2024 and 2030

respectively. These dates must be brought forward and other

jurisdictions must follow.

Forestry operations conducted under Regional Forestry Agree-

ments (RFAs) are exempt12 from regulation under Common-
wealth environmental laws. This means that native forest

logging is allowed to occur despite actual or potential signifi-

cant impact on threatened species. This exemption must be

removed and, until all logging in native forests ceases, these

forestry operations must be subject to rigorous environmen-

tal assessment.

The impact of forestry operations
Forestry operations harm animals in ways similar to land

clearing (see our Land Clearing Policy13).
Animals die or are injured14 when trees are felled or when the
logs are processed. If they survive, they have an increased

risk of dying or suffering from starvation, predation, exposure

to the elements, or from the stress of living in a destroyed

or fragmented environment, or from post-harvest burning.

Access to forest areas via roads and tracks also increases

the risk of road accidents and spread of diseases. These im-

pacts can be worse in native forests but logging of plantation

forests can also be responsible for severe cruelty. For exam-

ple, koalas have experienced significant harms15 in plantation
logging because they use them as refuges (see our Koala
Policy16).
Codes of practice for forestry operations make little mention

of animal protection. Their requirements to protect animals

are vague and mostly focused on threatened species, failing

to recognise the suffering that can be caused to all animals

and the potential for some species to become threatened in

the long term. Before logging, fauna surveys17 are generally
conducted, but these are not always mandatory and are often

too constrained to detect all animals, especially those that

are rare, small, roosting in tree hollows or hiding under tree

bark. Insects and other invertebrates are not considered.

Animal-safe logging is impossible to conduct at a commercial

scale. Harm reduction might be more feasible in small-scale

plantation forests subject to strict regulation and enforce-

ment. Regulation should include:

• thorough pre-logging surveys;

• prohibition of tree felling where animals have been de-

tected;

• logging of only a small proportion of trees to allow for

animals to move or to be relocated to alternative trees;

• logging of trees before they mature and develop tree

hollows;

• thorough checking of all stages of the logging process

to ensure no animal is at risk from the machinery;

• post-harvest surveys to detect injured and abandoned

animals;

• a legal duty to report any injured animals to wildlife

carers, to provide financial support for these carers and

facilitate/support transport and rescue operations;

• recordkeeping and reporting of wildlife injuries andmor-

tality rates in a central database (see our Wildlife Care
Policy18).

Logging destroys entire ecosystems. There are also other

indirect environmental impacts. The creation of tracks and

cleared areas facilitates the disruption of ecosystems and

introduction of pathogens such as Phytophthora19. The use
of heavy machinery causes soil20 compaction and erosion.
Logging has also been shown to amplify21 the risk of severe
fires.

Forests and climate change
Forests have a central role to play in addressing our climate
emergency22 through their capacity for carbon capture and
storage. Harvested wood products lock up about 5 million
tonnes of carbon annually,23 whereas untouched forests lock
up 9 times as much.
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The 2022 Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC)
24r25eport26 contains calls for the use of forest products for all
manner of decarbonisation by:

1) Capturing carbon (as standing forests)

2) Replacing steel and concrete in construction

3) Replacing fossil oils with synthetic oils made from wood

products

4) Burning for energy, either to firm renewables or as

baseload, typically with carbon capture and storage

5) Replacing fossil oil in a large range of chemical produc-

tion processes, typically plastics.

Each use of forests may seem reasonable when considered

in isolation, however, taken together the result would be dev-

astating due to the higher impact on more forests. We have

to consider the big picture and pick and choose carefully to

minimise animal and habitat impacts. Sequestering carbon

should be the top-ranked of all forest uses.

Burning of native forest wood waste for electricity and heat is

a perverse incentive to continue logging. The AJP welcomes

the federal government’s decision27 to no longer allow this
practice to be classified as renewable energy and counted

towards the national renewable energy target. We should not

follow the European Union’s (EU) use of forests for energy. In

2019 the EU burned some 27.7million tonnes28 of wood pellets
for energy.

Engineered woods29 comprise a range of technologies that can
have many of the benefits of steel with a lower carbon cost.

They include cross-laminated timber (CLT) and glue-laminated

timber (Glulam). Bioplastics can theoretically replace any cur-

rent plastic because they are just plastic made with the hydro-

carbons coming from plants rather than oil. However,they are

still plastics; meaning they havemany of the same advantages

and disadvantages of plastics made with oil.

Imports of forestry products
Australia is a net importer30 of forestry products, including
sawnwood and wood products such as paper, packaging,

wood-based panels, essential oils and furniture. We also im-

port crops and derivatives (soy, palm oil, etc.) which have been

grown in areas deforested for the purpose of growing these

crops. The regulation of such imports must be strengthened

to ensure that they are not derived from forestry operations

that are responsible for unsustainable deforestation.

Related Policies
Climate Emergency Policy31
Land Clearing Policy32
Wildlife Care Policy33
Land Transport Policy34
Koala Policy35
Waste Policy36
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