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An insoluble problem?
How do we decrease our destruction of wildlifehabitat while doing our bit to provide a safehaven for those fleeing war and persecution? Aplant based diet is the key. It’s a swiss armyknife of a policy that provides answers to manypressing problems.

Want a voice for animals in Parliament? Join, donate, or find out more about the Animal

Justice Party at animaljusticeparty.org. You can also read our policies, here:animaljusticeparty.org/policieslist.
Authorised by: Geoff Russell, 6 Fifth Ave, St Morris SA 5068

Background
Humanity’s ecological impact can be addressed directly and

indirectly. We can reduce ecological impact directly for the
current human population by reducing harmful consumption.

We can also manage impact indirectly by managing human
population growth. A mixture of both is likely required for

maximum effectiveness.

Reducing impact directly
There are almost 8 billion humans on Earth, with nearly 26

million in Australia and counting1. Each person requires water,
food, energy, air, and shelter to thrive. Human consumption

of ecological resources is currently in excess of what the Earth

can regenerate (known as ecological “overshoot2”) meaning we
are depleting life-giving systems and also taking away from

other animals and nature. Animals and the planet’s ecosystem
services3 are negatively affected by environmental degrada-
tion, waste, clearing, greenhouse gas emissions, and climate
change4 driven by human activities5. If everyone in the world
lived like the “average” Australian, the world population would

need to be reduced by two thirds6, or equivalent to the global
human population in 1919. Direct action is needed to reduce

this impact.

Australia is not just a country of 26 million people but also,

at any one time7 there are 70million sheep, 26million cows,
3.6 million goats, 2.5 million pigs, and hundreds of millions

of chickens. These animals amplify the impact of the human

population in terms of land, energy and water use, and waste

products (see our Policies on Land Clearing8 and Factory Farm-
ing9).
Animal agriculture is the leading cause of land clearing and

deforestation (Figure 1), and both are major contributors to-

wards climate change (see our Climate Change Policy10). Defor-
estation destroys the natural world and therefore threatens

the ecosystem services on which we depend. Almost one

third of the Earth’s surface is land, 71% of land is habitable

and 46% of habitable land is used for agriculture. Only 23% of

agricultural land is used for crops for human food, the other

77% is used for animal agriculture (grazing and crops to feed

animals).

Figure 1 - The loss of forests and grasslands over

time. Almost half of the world’s habitable land is

used for agriculture. Source: Our World in Data

(https://ourworldindata.org/deforestation)

Australia has one of the largest ecological footprints in the
world11. The dominant use of Australian land is animal agricul-
ture, using over 56%12

. Cropping and horticulture covers only

about 413%, and even then, significant amounts of crops grown
are being used to feed farmed animals. Urban, residential and

mining land usage accounts for less than 1%, so if we want

to give nature and wildlife room to thrive we must address

the poorly recognised, yet considerable, impact of animal
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agriculture in ecological “overshoot”. We need to reduce the

amount of land used for agriculture, and rewild it to forests

and grasslands. Transitioning to plant-based agriculture will

significantly reduce land use. Conservation biologists have

researched the need to prioritise behavioural interventions14
to shift people’s dietary choices15.
We must also radically and rapidly rethink human consump-

tion of fossil fuels and the way we design the built human envi-

ronment (see our Policies on Land Clearing16, Climate Change17,
Waste18 and Land Transport). The Half-Earth Project19 calls for
a commitment to set aside at least half of all land and sea to

guarantee sufficient habitat for wildlife, which includes des-

ignating large chunks of viable habitat for wildlife. Currently,

only 19%20
of Australian land is protected –much of it is iso-

lated. The amount of “space” on Earth for nature needs to

increase, rapidly, with efforts to rewild and rehabilitate that

space.

Reducing impact indirectly
Research shows that when people are educated, economically

secure, and healthy, they tend to produce fewer21 offspring.
People should be empowered to make informed decisions

about their own reproduction. In 2019, the birth rate was 1.66

and has been in decline since 1961 and below replacement

levels (2.122) since 1976. This means that, even with falling mor-
tality rates, the Australian population is naturally reducing

and is also ageing.

Meanwhile, sustainable immigration brings many benefits

to Australia and there should be no discriminatory barriers

based on race, ethnicity, religion, sex, or gender – our human

community thrives with diversity and tolerance. We also have

a moral imperative to assist those in need seeking asylum,

in accordance with our legal and humanitarian obligations.

High23 immigration rates may result in a larger (and younger)
population. However, any concerns around a growing na-

tional population are less prevalent when efforts are made

to directly reduce total ecological impact, e.g., switching to
plant-based food systems and shrinking our urban footprint.

The human population needs to be managed responsibly

globally, and that means Australia has a role to play as a good

global citizen. We are a wealthy, developed nation and can af-

ford to assist other nations, especially in our region, to obtain

education, health, security, and bodily autonomy, which will

also naturally stabilise the global human population.

Other related policies:
• Farming

• Energy

• Urban Animals

• Education

Policy
The Animal Justice Party (A JP) recognises that our species is

just one member of a wider Earth community, and supports

taking direct steps to reduce the ecological impact of human

populations. The primary goal of Australia’s human popula-

tion strategy must be to reduce resource use and adverse eco-

logical impacts. Necessary changes include protecting wildlife

habitat, adopting plant-based agricultural systems to replace

animal agriculture, and an end to urban sprawl.

Key Objectives
1. Significantly reduce the Australian population’s climate

and ecological impact by rapidly phasing out animal

agriculture and fossil fuels, among other initiatives ad-

dressing harmful consumption.

2. Educate the public about ecological “overshoot” and the

negative impacts of unsustainable population growth

on animals, the environment and humans.

3. Create human settlements in harmony with wildlife

and nature through biodiversity-sensitive urban design
(BSUD)24, transport and infrastructure, while stopping
urban sprawl (see our Policies on Land Clearing and

Land Transport).

4. Implement the Half-Earth Project25 by reserving at least
half of all land and sea for nature, and keep this habitat

free from human interference.

5. Support everyone’s right to an informed choice by pro-

viding age-appropriate sex education and access to free

fertility control methods (e.g.,* *contraceptives, con-
tragestives, vasectomies).

6. Increase overseas aid, especially including programs for

the education of women and girls.

7. Promote a kind and culturally-diverse human commu-

nity through tolerance, social connectivity and inclusion,

and especially welcoming those in need (see our Posi-

tions on Equality26 and Asylum Seekers27).
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Justice Party at animaljusticeparty.org. You can also read our policies, here:animaljusticeparty.org/policieslist.
Authorised by: Geoff Russell, 6 Fifth Ave, St Morris SA 5068

14
https://conbio.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.1111/csp2.278
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21
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https://tapri.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/Demographic_ageing2.pdf
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https://animaljusticeparty.org/wp-content/uploads/2017/11/asylum-seekers.pdf
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