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The AJP & 1080
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AJP Objectives

Ban all use and sale of 1080 in NSW

Support and promote varied 
alternative control measures
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Notice of Motion – Blue Mountains

Notice of Motion passed 23 February 2021
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Notice of Motion–Campbelltown
The Notice of Motion raised by Councillor 
Matt Stellino on 9 August 2022 was written as 
follows:

That council:

A. Ban the use of 1080 poison (Sodium 
Fluoroacetate) and Strychnine poison on 
all Council-owned and/or managed lands.

B. Not recommend or encourage the use of 
1080 or Strychnine to private landholders 
in any of Council’s messaging/info packs.

C. Write to State Government to tell them 
that Campbelltown does not want 1080 
used on any State managed lands in the 
Campbelltown Council area.

Notice of Motion passed 9 August 2022
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Media

Animal Justice Party VIC: 
Ban 1080 Poison

Video 2016

Caution: parts of this 
video may cause distress

1080 in Australia
Video 2018

Videos
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AJP Awareness & Campaigns
Petition: nsw.animaljusticeparty.org/ban1080now

Social media.

Traditional media.

Events/Actions.

https://nsw.animaljusticeparty.org/ban1080now
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FAQ’s
1. How do I find out if 1080 is being used on Council land?
2. Who/how will we target councils in areas where there is no AJP regional group?
3. How many councils need to support the ban before we can take it to the state level?
4. How can we promote/push this at a state level?
5. What do we need to get this raised at a state level?
6. How can we collaborate with other organisations to campaign/support?
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1080: The Facts
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What is 1080 Poison?
Sodium fluoroacetate, also known as 
1080 is an odourless, colourless and 
tasteless poison. 

1080 is used extensively in Australia 
to kill unwanted or unwelcome 
wildlife despite being classified as a 
“weapon of mass destruction”. 
Millions of toxic 1080 baits are being 
dropped by our government across 
NSW.

1080 is classified in the same 
restricted regulatory schedules 
(Schedule 7) as other poisons such as 
arsenic or cyanide.
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Background
1080 is a super toxin used to kill wild animal species thought to be 
in ‘pest’ proportions. With no ability to be target specific, its 
odourless and tasteless properties mean that any animal can 
succumb to the effects. 1080 has no antidote and is toxic to all 
species including plants, birds, insects and humans. In dogs, 
symptoms can occur up to 6 hours after ingestion and can last up 
to 48 hours before death.

The poison works by slowly depleting calcium and energy from 
cells. Symptoms and responses to 1080 poisoning are severe and 
vary among individuals and species. Common symptoms include 
seizures, vomiting and uncontrollable shaking. 1080 has the 
potential to contaminate waterways and spread into food systems 
by entering through the faeces of poisoned animals. 
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Banned in Nearly Every Country
Most jurisdictions worldwide have banned or restricted the use 
of 1080 due to non target deaths and risks to human health and 
safety.

Globally, 90% of 1080 is used in Australia and 
New Zealand.

In Australia, the sale of 1080 is regulated by Australia Pesticides 
and Veterinary Medicines Authority (APVMA).

“Aerial application of 1080 poison is banned in the US 
due to the extreme hazard to human health and to the 
environment”.

US Environmental Protection Agency

1080 is still used in Australia, New Zealand, Israel, 
Japan, Korea and Mexico.

It was outlawed in the US in the 1970s due to civilian 
deaths.
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Potential Chemical Weapon
o Regarded by the Council of Australian 

Governments as a chemical of security 
concern for Australia.

o The FBI believe 1080 could be used by 
terrorists to poison the water supply.

o Considered for use in the Holocaust 
but thought to be too dangerous for 
the guards.

o Kilos of 1080 have been stolen in 
Australia and never recovered.
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What Is It Used For?

Apex Predator: a predator at the top of a food 
chain that is not preyed upon by any other 

animal.

1080 is used to kill introduced species such as rabbits, pigs, 
deer, cats and foxes. 

It is also used to kill native dingoes (often termed “wild 
dogs”). Dingoes are our apex predator – killing them has 
catastrophic consequences. They play a role in keeping 
natural systems in balance. 

Over 200 years of destructive human activity, including the 
use of poisons, has caused major damage to ecosystems. 
This has made it much easier for introduced animals to fill 
the habitats where native animals once flourished. The 
balance of native wildlife must be restored. 
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Where & How?

Baits can be carried by mammals or birds, either as a bait or within the body 
of another animal who has eaten the bait. Baits may be moved several 

kilometres and therefore the baited area cannot be controlled or guaranteed.

The poison is usually 
dispersed by hand 

on land or via aerial 
drops disguised by 
vegetables such as 
carrots, oats or in 
meat to make it 

appealing for 
animals.
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Symptoms of Poisoning
Animals die a prolonged and 

agonizing death.
o Screaming
o Vomiting
o Urinating and defecating
o Convulsing
o Trembling violently
o Foaming at the mouth
o Extreme agitation

They die hours or days later of heart 
or respiratory failure.
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Deaths Caused by 1080
Killed by primary poisoning 
(eating a bait) or secondary 

poisoning (eating a poisoned 
animal).

o Hundreds of working and pet dogs
o Thousands of non-target species: domestic 

stock (cattle, sheep, horses) and native 
animals

o Human deaths in the past, especially 
children

Poisoned animals or birds can 
travel kilometres before they 

die.

1080 is dangerous in parts per million.

One teaspoonful of concentrate is enough to 
kill 100 people.

1080 also causes male infertility, birth defects 
and damage to the reproductive organs, brain 

and heart.
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Deaths from 1080
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Deaths from 1080 
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Does It Work? 
What are the Alternatives?
Studies argue there is no concrete evidence 
that culling species in this way offers any true 
solution. 

Long term population management including 
fertility suppressants and sterilization offer 
viable solutions to reducing numbers of target 
species. Such methods were proven successful 
on Kangaroo Island in South Australia to control 
koala populations in 2017. Other humane 
methods include lighting deterrents and 
exclusion fencing at appropriate points.
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1080 Myths
1080 occurs naturally in over 30 
species of Australian plants.

o Potassium fluoroacetate is found 
in some Gastrolobium plants in a 
small corner of WA.

o There is no natural form of 1080. It 
is a synthetically produced ‘super 
toxin’ according to the WHO.

‘….being a natural toxin, 1080 
biodegrades quickly and is broken 
down into harmless compounds’.

o 1080 can be very slow to 
decompose and poses serious 
environmental risks.

o ‘in contrast to living animals, 
residues tend to be persistent in 
carcasses’ (APVMA review p47)

‘….poison 1080 is the most 
environmentally sensitive and target 
specific poison available to protect 
Australia’s vulnerable wildlife’.

o 1080 is toxic to all living species 
including microbes, plants, insects, 
birds, non human animals and 
humans.

1080 is tightly controlled.

o The guidelines are often ignored.
o 1080 is used illegally and maliciously, eg. a grazier was fined $20,000 for laying 

bait illegally.
o There is no central register of use.
o 1080 has been stolen and never found.
o It is sometimes disposed of inappropriately.
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References
The following organisations and individuals also support the banning of 1080 and are a great reference tool.

worldpeaceembassy.comBan1080.org.au

peta.org.au

Ruth Weston
Tel: 0405 089 869
E-Mail: ruthweston@netspace.net.au
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