
Information Sheet 226

WILDLIFE PROTECTION

Wildlife needs our protection in the face of the
habitat destruction we are causing

Want a voice for animals in Parliament? Join, donate, or find out more about the Animal

Justice Party at animaljusticeparty.org. You can also read our policies, here:
animaljusticeparty.org/policieslist.
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Policy
The Animal Justice Party (A JP) recognises wild animals as in-

dividuals with unique needs, and believes that humanity has

a duty to allow them to live their lives unimpeded and un-

harmed by human actions to the greatest extent possible.

We support proactive measures to protect species and their

habitats and to reduce or mitigate human impacts by tackling

the drivers of biodiversity loss and ecosystem decline.

Key Objectives
1. Halt further wildlife habitat destruction and fragmenta-

tion by prohibiting native forest logging and land clear-

ing for agriculture (especially animal agriculture).

2. Take proactivemeasures, including provision of financial

incentives, to restore and preserve functional ecosys-

tems through rewilding.

3. Ensure that adequate and secure funding is provided to

government agencies in all jurisdictions to properly en-

force wildlife protection laws and take proactive, effec-

tive and promptmeasures to protect threatened species

and ecological communities.

4. Amend wildlife protection legislation to remove exemp-

tions that currently allow the killing and injuring of wild

animals for damage mitigation and fund research into

the development of wildlife-friendly methods of crop

protection.

5. Remove other exemptions that allow harm to be caused

to native wildlife for commercial activities (e.g. forestry,
kangaroo killing, development and animal agriculture)

as well as research and recreation, and include an

enforceable duty of care towards animals on a land-

holder’s property during all land use changes.

6. Reduce the alarming mortality rate of native species

killed on roads by reducing speed limits; avoid the build-

ing of roads through wildlife habitat; invest in the re-

search and development of appropriate technologies

to separate wildlife from traffic; impose severe penal-

ties for intentional collisions; introduce wildlife-sensitive

components in driver education and training programs;

and create a legal duty of care to assist wild animals in-

jured, orphaned or displaced (see Wildlife Care policy).

7. Introduce standards for built environments and infras-

tructure to make them safe for wildlife (e.g. wildlife-
friendly fencing and netting, wildlife bridges and tun-

nels) and to prohibit structures, equipment, substances

and practices that are known to pose risks to wildlife

(e.g. barbed wire and cluster fencing).
8. Introduce comprehensive education programs in order

to foster an appreciation of and respect for wildlife,

and address animal cruelty, exploitation, ignorance and

short-sighted government policies.

9. Support and fund wildlife care organisations as a means

to mitigate harm (see Wildlife Care policy).

10. Encourage and support sustainable, ethical and respect-

ful wildlife-based tourism in Australia.

Background
There are over 100,000 species1 of native Australian animals,
including invertebrates, fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and

mammals – and many more have yet to be described. They

are found in all aquatic and terrestrial environments, includ-

ing in urbanised areas. Some have adapted to using or relying

on resources (food, water, shelter) provided directly or indi-

rectly by humans (see Urban (Liminal) Animals policy).

Threats to wildlife
As part of nature and nature’s food webs, wild animals are

killed, injured, orphaned or displaced through natural causes

such as hunger, thirst, disease, natural disasters and native

predators. In addition, they suffer from a wide range of in-

tentional, accidental or collateral harm caused by human ac-

tions. The expanding human population and various human

activities are causing harm to individual animals and plac-

ing intense stress and pressure on biodiversity (the variety

of plant and animal life). Humans cause harm to Australian

wildlife through habitat loss caused by land clearing for ani-

mal agriculture, urbanisation and built infrastructure. Most

land clearing is for animal agriculture. Other harms include ex-

ploitation, killing, pollution, introduced species and extreme

weather events aggravated by climate change.

1
https://www.environment.gov.au/science/abrs/publications/other/numbers-living-species/executive-summary

https://www.environment.gov.au/science/abrs/publications/other/numbers-living-species/executive-summary


Our duty to wildlife
Native wild animals, whether common or threatened, are

entitled to live their lives according to their species’ needs

and individual preferences. Our main duty is to co-exist with

them. When we are responsible, as a species or individual, for

causing harm to wildlife, we have a duty to redress this harm

in a way that respects their interests, needs and capacity to

live independently. A multitude of actions can be taken to

protect wildlife and reduce or mitigate human impacts (see

key objectives).

Wildlife protection legislation
Wildlife protection legislation is potentially an important

means of mitigating human impacts on wildlife. Although leg-

islation exists in each Australian jurisdiction with the stated

purpose of protecting wildlife (fauna and flora), this protec-

tion is often ineffective because of poor enforcement2 and
exemptions which allow the direct or indirect killing, injury

and displacement of animals for farmed animal and crop

protection, commercial activities, research and recreation.

Threatened species and ecological communities benefit from

stronger protection in law, but this protection is also ineffec-
tive3, as the law does not impose sufficient obligations on
landholders and governments. There are also delays in listing

threatened species and habitats and failures to protect critical

habitat and implement recovery actions. Further, when obli-

gations are imposed, insufficient resources are dedicated to

implementing the required measures, and to monitoring com-

pliance and recovery. As a result, Australia leads the world in

mammal extinctions, with many wildlife species in continuous
decline4.

2
https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/enforcement-of-environment-laws-could-have-saved-millions-of-animals-wwf-20201005-p5628m.html

3
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/may/08/australian-government-stops-listing-major-threats-to-species-under-environment-laws

4
https://www.wwf.org.au/knowledge-centre/living-planet-report#gs.lhk66c

https://www.smh.com.au/politics/federal/enforcement-of-environment-laws-could-have-saved-millions-of-animals-wwf-20201005-p5628m.html
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2020/may/08/australian-government-stops-listing-major-threats-to-species-under-environment-laws
https://www.wwf.org.au/knowledge-centre/living-planet-report#gs.lhk66c
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