
currently hold a seat for the party (and the only person to have never held a provincially elected seat). He did run in 2015 
for the Wildrose, but finished in third place. 

Rock is branding himself as the outsider candidate who is focused on advocating for rural issues in the Legislature. He’s 
suggested that “if nothing else, I’m going to get the conversation started on rural Alberta. I want to make sure rural Alberta 
is heard during this leadership contest.” Among the issues he’s cited are ambulatory services, rural crime, and tackling 
infrastructure deficits. 

Rajan Sawhney
The now-former minister of transportation has an interesting path in front of her. Sawhney enlisted the help of well-known 
conservative strategist Ken Boessenkool to assess the viability of a potential leadership bid and whether or not she would 
be “more of the same”. It was determined the former transportation minister would not occupy another candidate’s lane 
(pun intended) and that he would support her candidacy. 

From what we have seen, it sounds like she is going to be running with an ‘Alberta First’ platform. This would make a lot of 
sense for her given that most of the other candidates seem to be running on an anti-Jason Kenney messaging arch. This 
would also make sense given Boessenkool’s involvement on her campaign given he was a signatory to the infamous 
“firewall letter” addressed to former Premier Ralph Klein. She’s already separated herself from any potential connection to 
Premier Kenney by announcing her first endorsement as long-time Kenney dissident, MLA Angela Pitt (who is also chairing 
her campaign). Her first campaign promise was to announce she would launch a full investigation into Alberta’s COVID-19 
response. 

Rebecca Schulz
The soon-to-be former Minister of Children’s Services is the most recent candidate to throw her name into the mix for UCP 
leadership – she is announcing today, in fact. As her announcement is too fresh to comment on in this article, it is difficult 
to speculate what lane she will fill. With the information we have available, it is expected that she will be the 
middle-of-the-road candidate.

Internally, she was well respected by her party for her efforts to negotiate as Alberta-centric of a bilateral childcare deal 
with the federal government and refusing to sign on the dotted line when initially approached. For UCP members, a 
demonstrated resolve in challenging the federal government could go a long way for her new-found political aspirations.  It 
will be interesting to see who publicly endorses her as that will be telling of what demographic she will be courting during 
the leadership campaign. 

Danielle Smith 
Smith represents the second of the former Wildrose leaders hoping for another kick at the can to become Premier of 
Alberta. She came very close to defeating the Alison Redford-led Progressive Conservatives in 2012 and was viewed by 
many to be the premier-in-waiting until she led an unexpected floor crossing to the governing party (then led by Jim 
Prentice). She subsequently lost her nomination and left provincial politics. 

Her and Todd Loewen are filling similar lanes (though she brings more experience to the table as a former leader). She 
wants to be a unifying force for the party and conservatism on the whole while restoring the role of the grassroots voice in 
provincial politics. For Smith, she says she wants her return to be a continuation of her last stint in provincial politics while 
applying the lessons she has learned from previous mistakes. 

She does not currently hold a seat in the Legislature and has announced her plans to seek the nomination for 
Livingstone-McLeod (currently held by Roger Reid) for which a nomination date has not yet been announced. 

Travis Toews 
Of all those who can be described as potential front-runner candidates, the former Minister of Finance and President of 
Treasury Board may have the most difficult uphill battle ahead. On the surface, Toews undoubtedly checks many of the 
boxes that you would normally expect from one with leadership aspirations – a strong fiscal acumen, highly educated, 
legitimate rural roots, and little political baggage to carry. He also holds bragging rights of being the last finance minister to 
balance the budget. 

However, his anchor is the perception of his close connection with the outgoing premier. 

Although we’ve already discussed how other UCP MLAs and ministers are putting their names forward for leadership, he is 
burdened with baring the ‘old guard’ label that 48.6 per cent of members voted against in the recent leadership review 
process. He has released a list of 23 UCP MLAs that have endorsed him, most of which are ministers and higher-ranking 
officials.  He has named Energy Minister Sonya Savage and Grande Prairie MP Chris Warkentin as his campaign co-chairs. 

ROOM 307 AND THE RACE TO GET THERE 
– UCP LEADERSHIP CONTESTANTS (SO 
FAR)
Aaron Singleton

Although the official rules have yet to be released, the 2022 UCP leadership race is already more crowded than the 
inaugural campaign in 2017. Then, there were a total of three candidates who made their way onto the ballot (Jeff Callaway 
withdrew before the vote began) and featured the likes of Jason Kenney, Brian Jean, and Doug Schweitzer. 

Jason Kenney walked away with 61.2% of the vote, followed by Jean at 31.5% and Schweitzer at 7.3%. 

At the time of writing, there are five candidates who have officially registered with Elections Alberta but more have been all 
but confirmed to be joining the contest as they’ve made or will make formal announcements. While others have been 
rumoured to be exploring a run such as Minister Rebecca Schulz or Conservative MP Michelle Rempel Garner, we will focus 
on those that are confirmed or have formally announced their participation in the 2022 UCP leadership race. 

Leela Aheer
After being ousted from cabinet by Premier Jason Kenney, Aheer became a vocal critic of the person who removed her from 
the decision-making table. Now, she is running to take his job. She had seemingly (at least symbolically) thrown her 
support behind Brian Jean’s bid prior to the leadership review – going so far as to appear with Todd Loewen at one of his 
press conferences outside of Rachel Notley’s constituency office. Nevertheless, she’s in. 

Aheer is taking the lane of accountability and restoring trust in the UCP. "We owe that to people … to be able to be truthful 
about the mistakes that have been made because there's been plenty.” On her campaign website, she has also referenced 
the desire to bring stability to the province, tackle inflation at home, and finding efficiencies in government rather than 
continuing the “cut and spend” cycle. 

Brian Jean 
Many will remember how the last leader of the Wildrose became the first person to unofficially declare their participation in 
the UCP leadership race well before he even won his by-election. For Jean, everything appears to be going according to 
(his) plan since re-entering the political scene in Alberta. He is hoping to realize the last step of his strategy – become 
Premier of Alberta. 

Although he has been campaigning for many months now, Jean’s official kick-off will be taking place on Wednesday. For 
him, this will become a pivotal moment for his political future as he will finally begin to pivot from his anti-Jason Kenney 
rhetoric and into what he hopes to accomplish as the province’s next premier. We won’t know more about his platform until 
his announcement tomorrow, but we do know he is running under the slogan of “Autonomy for Albertans”. 

Despite the curious choice of vernacular, we are not expecting to hear Jean run on a platform of independence from 
Canada a la René Lévesque. We anticipate the word autonomy was chosen to represent a platform of less government and 
more personal freedoms for residents. This was one of his most frequent gripes with Premier Kenney even before he 
signaled any desire to return to political life. 

Todd Loewen 
The MLA for Central Peace – Notley has been sitting as an independent member since his and Drew Barnes’ outing from 
the party in May 2021 for their open dissent of Premier Jason Kenney. Since, he has made a living calling out the decisions 
of his former colleagues (specifically in cabinet). 

At his launch, he indicated that “there’s been a lot of talk about blue truck politicians lately, but it’s time we had a 
leadership campaign about blue truck Albertans. By that I mean the everyday Albertans who go to work to provide for their 
families and grow their communities.” It is his hope, like the rest of the field, to reunite the UCP in order to bring forward a 
unified voice into the 2023 provincial election. Specifically, he wants to bring back the grassroots voice of the party, 
something he has advocated for since his departure from the party. 

Bill Rock 
At the time of writing, the Mayor of Amisk is one of only two individuals running for leadership of the UCP who do not 
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currently hold a seat for the party (and the only person to have never held a provincially elected seat). He did run in 2015 
for the Wildrose, but finished in third place. 

Rock is branding himself as the outsider candidate who is focused on advocating for rural issues in the Legislature. He’s 
suggested that “if nothing else, I’m going to get the conversation started on rural Alberta. I want to make sure rural Alberta 
is heard during this leadership contest.” Among the issues he’s cited are ambulatory services, rural crime, and tackling 
infrastructure deficits. 

Rajan Sawhney
The now-former minister of transportation has an interesting path in front of her. Sawhney enlisted the help of well-known 
conservative strategist Ken Boessenkool to assess the viability of a potential leadership bid and whether or not she would 
be “more of the same”. It was determined the former transportation minister would not occupy another candidate’s lane 
(pun intended) and that he would support her candidacy. 

From what we have seen, it sounds like she is going to be running with an ‘Alberta First’ platform. This would make a lot of 
sense for her given that most of the other candidates seem to be running on an anti-Jason Kenney messaging arch. This 
would also make sense given Boessenkool’s involvement on her campaign given he was a signatory to the infamous 
“firewall letter” addressed to former Premier Ralph Klein. She’s already separated herself from any potential connection to 
Premier Kenney by announcing her first endorsement as long-time Kenney dissident, MLA Angela Pitt (who is also chairing 
her campaign). Her first campaign promise was to announce she would launch a full investigation into Alberta’s COVID-19 
response. 

Rebecca Schulz
The soon-to-be former Minister of Children’s Services is the most recent candidate to throw her name into the mix for UCP 
leadership – she is announcing today, in fact. As her announcement is too fresh to comment on in this article, it is difficult 
to speculate what lane she will fill. With the information we have available, it is expected that she will be the 
middle-of-the-road candidate.

Internally, she was well respected by her party for her efforts to negotiate as Alberta-centric of a bilateral childcare deal 
with the federal government and refusing to sign on the dotted line when initially approached. For UCP members, a 
demonstrated resolve in challenging the federal government could go a long way for her new-found political aspirations.  It 
will be interesting to see who publicly endorses her as that will be telling of what demographic she will be courting during 
the leadership campaign. 

Danielle Smith 
Smith represents the second of the former Wildrose leaders hoping for another kick at the can to become Premier of 
Alberta. She came very close to defeating the Alison Redford-led Progressive Conservatives in 2012 and was viewed by 
many to be the premier-in-waiting until she led an unexpected floor crossing to the governing party (then led by Jim 
Prentice). She subsequently lost her nomination and left provincial politics. 

Her and Todd Loewen are filling similar lanes (though she brings more experience to the table as a former leader). She 
wants to be a unifying force for the party and conservatism on the whole while restoring the role of the grassroots voice in 
provincial politics. For Smith, she says she wants her return to be a continuation of her last stint in provincial politics while 
applying the lessons she has learned from previous mistakes. 

She does not currently hold a seat in the Legislature and has announced her plans to seek the nomination for 
Livingstone-McLeod (currently held by Roger Reid) for which a nomination date has not yet been announced. 

Travis Toews 
Of all those who can be described as potential front-runner candidates, the former Minister of Finance and President of 
Treasury Board may have the most difficult uphill battle ahead. On the surface, Toews undoubtedly checks many of the 
boxes that you would normally expect from one with leadership aspirations – a strong fiscal acumen, highly educated, 
legitimate rural roots, and little political baggage to carry. He also holds bragging rights of being the last finance minister to 
balance the budget. 

However, his anchor is the perception of his close connection with the outgoing premier. 

Although we’ve already discussed how other UCP MLAs and ministers are putting their names forward for leadership, he is 
burdened with baring the ‘old guard’ label that 48.6 per cent of members voted against in the recent leadership review 
process. He has released a list of 23 UCP MLAs that have endorsed him, most of which are ministers and higher-ranking 
officials.  He has named Energy Minister Sonya Savage and Grande Prairie MP Chris Warkentin as his campaign co-chairs. 

ROOM 307 AND THE RACE TO GET THERE 
– UCP LEADERSHIP CONTESTANTS (SO 
FAR)
Aaron Singleton

Although the official rules have yet to be released, the 2022 UCP leadership race is already more crowded than the 
inaugural campaign in 2017. Then, there were a total of three candidates who made their way onto the ballot (Jeff Callaway 
withdrew before the vote began) and featured the likes of Jason Kenney, Brian Jean, and Doug Schweitzer. 

Jason Kenney walked away with 61.2% of the vote, followed by Jean at 31.5% and Schweitzer at 7.3%. 

At the time of writing, there are five candidates who have officially registered with Elections Alberta but more have been all 
but confirmed to be joining the contest as they’ve made or will make formal announcements. While others have been 
rumoured to be exploring a run such as Minister Rebecca Schulz or Conservative MP Michelle Rempel Garner, we will focus 
on those that are confirmed or have formally announced their participation in the 2022 UCP leadership race. 

Leela Aheer
After being ousted from cabinet by Premier Jason Kenney, Aheer became a vocal critic of the person who removed her from 
the decision-making table. Now, she is running to take his job. She had seemingly (at least symbolically) thrown her 
support behind Brian Jean’s bid prior to the leadership review – going so far as to appear with Todd Loewen at one of his 
press conferences outside of Rachel Notley’s constituency office. Nevertheless, she’s in. 

Aheer is taking the lane of accountability and restoring trust in the UCP. "We owe that to people … to be able to be truthful 
about the mistakes that have been made because there's been plenty.” On her campaign website, she has also referenced 
the desire to bring stability to the province, tackle inflation at home, and finding efficiencies in government rather than 
continuing the “cut and spend” cycle. 

Brian Jean 
Many will remember how the last leader of the Wildrose became the first person to unofficially declare their participation in 
the UCP leadership race well before he even won his by-election. For Jean, everything appears to be going according to 
(his) plan since re-entering the political scene in Alberta. He is hoping to realize the last step of his strategy – become 
Premier of Alberta. 

Although he has been campaigning for many months now, Jean’s official kick-off will be taking place on Wednesday. For 
him, this will become a pivotal moment for his political future as he will finally begin to pivot from his anti-Jason Kenney 
rhetoric and into what he hopes to accomplish as the province’s next premier. We won’t know more about his platform until 
his announcement tomorrow, but we do know he is running under the slogan of “Autonomy for Albertans”. 

Despite the curious choice of vernacular, we are not expecting to hear Jean run on a platform of independence from 
Canada a la René Lévesque. We anticipate the word autonomy was chosen to represent a platform of less government and 
more personal freedoms for residents. This was one of his most frequent gripes with Premier Kenney even before he 
signaled any desire to return to political life. 

Todd Loewen 
The MLA for Central Peace – Notley has been sitting as an independent member since his and Drew Barnes’ outing from 
the party in May 2021 for their open dissent of Premier Jason Kenney. Since, he has made a living calling out the decisions 
of his former colleagues (specifically in cabinet). 

At his launch, he indicated that “there’s been a lot of talk about blue truck politicians lately, but it’s time we had a 
leadership campaign about blue truck Albertans. By that I mean the everyday Albertans who go to work to provide for their 
families and grow their communities.” It is his hope, like the rest of the field, to reunite the UCP in order to bring forward a 
unified voice into the 2023 provincial election. Specifically, he wants to bring back the grassroots voice of the party, 
something he has advocated for since his departure from the party. 

Bill Rock 
At the time of writing, the Mayor of Amisk is one of only two individuals running for leadership of the UCP who do not 
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KEY INFLUENCER PROFILE

TODD LOEWEN
UCP Leadership Candidate   
Aaron Singleton  

The UCP leadership contestant from Central Peace – Notley has been around the block 
a couple times now. Before winning his first election in 2015 as the Wildrose candidate 
in what was then known as Grande Prairie – Smoky, he ran in two ultimately 
unsuccessful campaigns in 2008 and 2012. Now, he is running for the United 
Conservative’s top job (and to become the next Premier of Alberta). 

Before his political life, Loewen had moved to a farm with his family in the Velleyview 
area in the late 1960’s – a farm which he bought from his parents in 1989. In his personal time, he has dedicated many hours 
to volunteerism in his local community, including his church, chamber of commerce, and the Grande Prairie Rotary Club. 

In May 2021, Loewen and colleague Drew Barnes were removed from the UCP Caucus for being openly critical of Premier 
Jason Kenney and challenging some of the decisions he and his cabinet had made throughout the COVID-19 pandemic. Since, 
much of Loewen’s in-house advocacy has been dedicated to representing grassroot interests and the values of rural Alberta. 

Loewen officially launched his campaign in early June, signaling his intent to run on behalf of the average, blue collar Albertan. 
“There’s been a lot of talk about blue truck politicians lately, but it’s time we had a leadership campaign about blue truck 
Albertans. By that I mean the everyday Albertans who go to work to provide for their families and grow their communities.”

Source: assembly.ab.ca

POLITICAL EVENTS
UCP – Edmonton Regional Policy Workshop
Saturday, June 18th @ 9 am
Location: Ukrainian Youth Unity Complex, Edmonton
• Join the UCP for a policy and governance workshop.
• Tix: $40 (unitedconservative.ca/events)

UCP – Politics on the Patio
Tuesday, June 21st @ 6:00 pm
Location: Boston Pizza Oakridge, Calgary
• Join Whitney Issik for an evening of drinks and political 

discussion
• Tix: $20 (unitedconservative.ca/events)

NDP – Summer Soiree 
Friday, June 24th @ 7:00 pm
Location: Private Residence (Calgary)
• Join Shannon Phillips and Julia Hayter for an evening of 

drinks and political discussion.
• Tix: Free (albertandp.ca/events)
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AT A GLANCE 
In the Media

Alberta Unemployment Rate Drops

The unemployment rate in Alberta has dropped to an 
impressive 5.3%. The unemployment rate in the province 
is now sitting at its lowest point since 2014. "May’s job 
numbers reflect another month of strong economic 
momentum," said Jobs, Economy and Innovation 
Minister Doug Schweitzer in a statement. "We are 
diversifying and growing our economy while creating 
opportunities for Albertans.” 

The Government of Alberta reported that in May, 69% of 
the country’s total job growth was in Alberta. Schweitzer 
added, “Alberta is back. More and more Canadians are 
recognizing this and are moving to our province at 
numbers not seen in seven or eight years. When paired 
with our nation-leading participation and employment 
rates, it is especially impressive that our unemployment 
continues to decline.”

Alberta’s Tourism Industry Struggles to Rebuild

It’s summertime in Alberta and the tourist industry in 
Alberta is struggling to find enough workers. This is a 
pain that has been felt across the province as tourist 
towns, museums, interactive displays, and more struggle 
to find enough staff to stay operational. Darren Reeder, a 
member of the Tourism Industry Association of Alberta 
said that “it could take up to ten years to get back to 
where we were pre-pandemic”. The tourism industry 
was hit particularly hard by the pandemic. Lengthy 
closures, overwhelming restrictions, and an inability to 
travel led to massive layoffs and in many cases, 
permanent closures. 

More Privatized Medical Labs Coming to Alberta

The Alberta Government has welcomed the opening of 
private laboratory service facilities that will collect blood 
and other samples for medical testing. DynaLife Medical 
Labs, will be upgrading their facilities and expanding 
across the province. They currently operate in Edmonton 
and other northern communities.

Health Minister Jason Copping said that the government 
is expanding their contract with the company because it 
is cost effective and wont lead to any job losses in the 
province. The lab does not interfere with Alberta Health 
Services, who will continue to provide lab services to 
small rural and remote communities. The lab will help 
process the nearly 80 million lab tests completed in the 
province every year.

Premier Jason Kenney Opposes Decriminalization in 
British Columbia

This week, Alberta Premier Jason Kenney slammed a 
decision to decriminalize small amounts of certain drugs 
in British Columbia. Premier Kenney said that the 
decision will likely result in a dramatic increase in drug 
use. The new exemption allows individuals in British 
Columbia to possess up to 2.5 grams of previously 
banned drugs including MDMA, methamphetamine, 
cocaine, and opioids for personal use. 

The change is experimental and will run from January 
31, 2023, until January 31, 2026. Premier Kenney issued 
a statement in response to the changes, saying “many 
cities across Canada have existed in a de facto state of 
drug decriminalization for years now. The de-policing of 
areas in major cities like Vancouver has led to significant 
increases in disorder, crime, drug use and death. These 
Liberal-NDP policies are clearly not working,” adding that 
“Alberta’s government will never allow our communities 
to become sanctuaries for cartels and drug traffickers”. 

Trouble Brewing within the NDP

New reports have come out claiming that the Alberta 
NDP ignored and demeaned NDP volunteers and 
constituency workers. The internal NDP troubles came to 
light after a letter featuring 15 NDP riding presidents and 
regional executives called on the party to initiate an 
independent investigation into what they called a pattern 
of mistreatment of volunteers and questionable 
candidate nomination practices. Former Calgary-Bow 
NDP constituency president Krista Li told media that the 
party was “steamrolling constituency association 
presidents” and “burning through volunteers”. She added 
that the environment within the NDP is “not worthy of 
integrity” and that she would no longer be a part of it She 
also added that she was increasingly frustrated by 
central staffers who felt they knew better than the people 
in the local constituency associations. 

Li said it became increasingly clear to her that the role of 
NDP volunteers is not as thinking, contributing equals, 
but simply as “brand ambassadors” for decisions made 
by someone else. Another volunteer, Sharie Valentine said 
she quit as a volunteer a month ago after years of 
door-knocking for NDP Leader Rachel Notley and the 
NDP. Valentine said the staff were rude, belittling and 
condescending to volunteers and potential candidates. 
She said she is aware of volunteers also being shouted 
at in meetings. One constituency president told her she 
has “no political value.” 

The provincial secretary for the NDP responded in a 
statement saying “the party has also been engaged in a 
comprehensive review of our anti-harassment policy to 
broaden and update it to a respect in the workplace 
policy.” But volunteers like Valentine say they don’t 
believe that Notley or the party will resolve the concerns, 
saying “all they’re doing is trying to make it go away” 
adding “If they don’t get their stuff together, there’s no 
way they’re (the Alberta NDP) going to win.”
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REGULATING PARALEGALS IN ALBERTA
Heidi Semkowich

In response to the growing access to justice issue in our province, legal stakeholders are trying to figure out what they can do 
to ease the mounting pressure on our court system. One of the biggest issues that Albertans deal with when facing a legal 
issue is whether they can afford to retain a lawyer. The sad reality is that most Albertans cannot, so they turn to another 
possible solution – paralegals.

Currently paralegals in Alberta are not regulated, which means literally anyone can say that they are a paralegal, whether they 
have the proper education and training or not. Albertans, and our justice system are being harmed by a lack of regulatory 
oversight.

The need for paralegal services is growing in Alberta. This is evidenced by the numerous individuals who are setting up shop 
to provide ‘paralegal’ services. In far too many cases, vulnerable individuals looking for legal assistance are being taken 
advantage of. The Alberta Association of Professional Paralegals (“AAPP”) continuously receives complaints and concerns from 
members of the public; however, we are not able to offer any resolution to individuals who are being defrauded and harmed.

The AAPP is actively lobbying the government to regulate paralegals in Alberta. It is our intention to have the profession 
recognized for the skills and knowledge it brings with it and to ensure that individuals who practice are practicing within set 
boundaries in an ethical, professional, and exemplary manner. 

Through regulation, the AAPP will ensure that all 
practicing paralegals have the required 
education, skills, and insurance, while holding 
those paralegals accountable for their actions. 
Regulation ensures protection of the public, 
assists in addressing the access to justice crisis, 
and preserves the reputation of the profession. 

Paralegals have been regulated in Ontario since 
2007 with remarkable success. They are 
permitted to practice in the areas of small claims 
actions, landlord & tenant disputes, provincial 
criminal offences (summary offences), 
employment law, WCB matters, as well as other 
administrative tribunals. Currently, expansion of 
practice into family law is being discussed. In 
Ontario, paralegals are considered to play an 
important role in the administration of justice. 
Alberta would do well to follow in Ontario’s 
footsteps.

One of the most common comments the AAPP 
has heard regarding regulation is: paralegal 
regulation will cut into law firm and/or lawyer 
revenues. My response is - we are not taking 
away a piece of the pie. Rather, we are striving to grow the pie for everyone. Instead of declining a file and losing revenue 
because the client cannot afford $250.00/hour (or more), more business comes in because that client can afford to pay the 
lower paralegal rate. The end result being the client is happy as their legal needs are being met, the law firm or lawyer is 
happy with a new stream of revenue.  

Everybody wins!

At the end of the day, we are all legal professionals. Our education and skills may vary, but every single one of us brings value 
to the table. We all recognize there is an access to justice issue in Alberta. Now is the time for us all to find a way to work 
together towards the shared goal of providing top notch legal assistance to all Albertans.
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President of the Alberta 
Association of Professional 
Paralegals
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Through regulation, the AAPP
will ensure that all practicing
paralegals have the required
education, skills, and insurance,
while holding those paralegals
accountable for their actions.
Regulation ensures protection of
the public, assists in addressing
the access to justice crisis, and
preserves the reputation of the
profession.
Heidi Semkowich, President of AAPP
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