
Alberta Universal Benefit 

 

Mover: Christopher Jappert (Calgary-Falconridge) 

 

WHEREAS all social assistance benefits currently offered by Alberta have need and means 

conditions that must be tested, a process that adds to the cost, exposes recipients to indignity, and 

creates perverse incentives that make recipients more rather than less dependent on government 

support; 

 

AND WHEREAS there is a growing body of evidence and experience supporting models of 

social assistance based on an unconditional benefit, also called a universal basic income or a 

social dividend; 

 

AND WHEREAS COVID-19 has shown there is a need for a strong social net that can help 

anyone when an emergency arises, as large events can happen with little to no warning; 

 

AND WHEREAS, although a universal benefit involves dispensing larger amounts of money, a 

universal benefit can be administered at lower cost per recipient than need- and means-tested 

benefits, presenting an opportunity to make social assistance more cost-effective and providing 

taxpayers with greater social impact for their dollar; 

 

AND WHEREAS an unconditional benefit empowers its recipients, with none of the perverse 

incentive effects associated with need- or means-tested benefits; 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberals support directing Treasury Board 

and Finance to conduct a study on the impact of a universal benefit, identifying likely costs, 

benefits, and savings, both to the province and to households of all income levels, and feasible 

funding options; 

 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberals support offering 

universal benefit on a trial basis for a sample group of Alberta residents selected at random, to 

gather current, Alberta-specific data on its actual impact; and, 

 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberals support taking any other 

steps toward implementing a universal benefit for all Alberta residents as may be warranted. 

 

  



Too Many Politicians Act 

 

Mover: Geoffrey Duckworth (Calgary-Foothills) 

 

WHEREAS Alberta is over-governed for its population size in comparison to other provinces 

(Ontario has a population of over 15 million and has 124 members in its Legislature, British 

Columbia has a population of over 5.2 million and has 87 members in its Legislature, and 

Alberta has a population of about 4.5 million and has 87 members in its Legislature);  

 

AND WHEREAS Alberta ran budgetary deficits in 8 out of 10 years from 2012 to 2022 and 

Alberta only balanced the budget in 2021-2022 because of the strength of its oil and gas industry 

and hardworking Albertans and not because of its Government;  

 

AND WHEREAS Alberta’s debt was $116.7 billion dollars according to Alberta Government 

budget documents in February 2022;  

 

AND WHEREAS the Government of Alberta sought to cut Alberta Income for the Severely 

Handicapped (AISH) in its February 2021 budget and refused to index AISH benefits in 2022 

and claimed it would be unaffordable to do so;  

 

AND WHEREAS it would be preferable to cut the number of Alberta politicians in the 

Legislature rather than cut benefits to AISH recipients to help restore fiscal discipline in Alberta; 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Alberta Liberal Party will cut the number of 

members of the Alberta Legislature, by approximately 25%, from 87 members to 65 members, if 

elected to form Government.  

 



Abolition of School Boards 

Mover: Helen McMenamin (Lethbridge-East) 

WHEREAS School Boards are granted the authority to make decisions regarding the direction 

and quality of local public education, but are not required to have any qualification or expertise 

in defining these matters or considering the effect of their decisions, which affect the futures of 

almost half a million young Albertans; 

 

AND WHEREAS School Councils are also charged with making schools better places for 

learning, but are not paid for their efforts although school board trustees are paid; 

 

AND WHEREAS School Boards are widely viewed as a training ground for aspiring politicians; 

 

AND WHEREAS the relatively small number of knowledgeable voters for School Board 

members may allow persons holding views abhorrent to most people to be taught in schools (eg 

exclusion of gender diverse understanding); 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Alberta School Boards be abolished and their duties 

assigned to professional educators and other specialists, including reviewers who ensure schools 

and teaching quality meet provincial standards and an appropriate delivery of the curriculum. 

 

  



Access to Health Services for all Albertans 

 

Mover: Helen McMenamin (Lethbridge-East) 

WHEREAS the Canada Health Act is designed "to protect, promote and restore the physical and 

mental well-being of residents of Canada and to facilitate reasonable access to health services 

without financial or other barriers";  

 

AND WHEREAS thousands of Albertans cannot access timely care or access to specialists 

because of an acute shortage of family physicians (gatekeepers to AHS services) particularly 

outside the major centres, and few new medical graduates find the duties of family doctors 

appealing and many choose to work towards other specialties. 

 

AND WHEREAS family physicians are treated by the Government of Alberta as small 

businesses remuneration is based on the services they provide according to a schedule developed 

by AHS without regard for extra time needed for some patients or paperwork and follow-up. 

 

AND WHEREAS family physicians cite long hours, lack of personal time, excess paperwork, 

and the high cost of maintaining workspaces and staff as reasons for dissatisfaction with their 

work. Remuneration is based on the number and type of services they provide. From these fees 

they must maintain an office, staff and there is considerable unpaid paperwork. 

 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT family physicians be encouraged to work in teams 

with a budget to provide health care at all levels outside within their qualifications and those of 

others within their team to a designated number of patients defined in consultation with Alberta 

Health Services (by residence or particular need, such as refugees); 

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT accommodation for health centres where such teams 

work, be provided by the government or other agency with costs assumed by the provincial 

government. Doctors would choose and hire appropriate staff, but would not be compensated via 

the number and type of services they provide, freeing them of the business of running a practice; 

and,  

 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED THAT qualifications of staff match the tasks they are assigned.  

 

 

  



Standards for ancillary medical specialties 

 

Mover: Helen McMenamin (Lethbridge-East) 

WHEREAS family doctors often miss diagnoses or misdiagnose patients’ issues due to a lack of 

time or lack of follow-up through walk-in clinics; 

 

AND WHEREAS ancillary medical staff could help patients who need routine checks, test 

orders prescriptions renewals and time-consuming help – eg managing diabetes or weight loss, 

exercise, pregnancy and baby care, mobility issues, medical history; 

 

AND WHEREAS such ancillary staff (nurse practitioners, physiotherapists, midwives, etc.) 

could make health centres more effective and efficient for staff and patients would improve the 

health of Albertans and make family practice more attractive to graduating doctors; 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that Alberta set standards for such ancillary medical staff and 

set pay scales on a per patient capita basis for family doctors and their staff to work in teams to 

provide health services for Albertans. 

 

  



Tuition Rebate Program 

 

Mover: Pat Chizek (Lethbridge-West) 

 

WHEREAS a skilled and knowledgeable workforce is paramount to a prosperous future in 

Alberta and that future belongs to residents of Alberta and with debt of those vying for skill and 

knowledge increasing; 

 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party urge the provincial government 

to provide a tuition rebate to Alberta residents who attend Alberta post secondary diploma and 

undergraduate degree programs and who graduate within the specified timeframe of the 

secondary diploma and undergraduate degree; and, 

 

THEREFORE BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party urge the provincial 

government to apply tuition rebate program of one years tuition after one year of work in Alberta 

to a maximum of four years rebate after four years of work. 

 

  



Putting the ‘Public’ back in Public Education  

Mover: Graeme Maitland (Calgary-Buffalo) 

WHEREAS the Alberta Liberal Party believes in the right for every child to have access to high 

quality, consistently funded public education; 

AND WHEREAS charter schools in Alberta, originally designed to be laboratories of new and 

innovative education methods that would eventually be brought into the public school system in 

the district they were in, have become public funded private schools while private schools can be 

entitled to 70% of the public rate for all applicable operating grants; 

AND WHEREAS public and separate school boards have been slowly stripped of their powers 

over managing local schools, setting education tax rates, and are subject to political threats and 

interference from the provincial government to the detriment of the voters in the districts who 

voted for their trustees to manage local education; 

AND WHEREAS the foundation of public education in Alberta is still constitutionally divided 

based on religious affiliation; 

AND WHEREAS times have changed; 

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party reaffirms its commitment to 

robust public education in Alberta as the bedrock of our education system; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party will return charter schools to their 

original purpose and review all currently operating charter schools to develop a timeline for 

integration into their respective public school districts; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party will prioritize public school 

funding over private school funding for all operational grants and other government support; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party will return powers to elected 

school boards with respect to setting school fees and create the necessary protections to ensure 

that the provisional government cannot arbitrarily interfere with elected school boards for 

political purposes; and, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alberta Liberal Party shall work with the Federal 

Government to amend Section 17 of the Alberta Act to remove the distinction between public 

and separate schools to create one category of public school that will not be based on religious 

affiliation. 

 


