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Ensuring the election of the President of the 

European Commission remains democratic 

The Alliance of European Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) 

Party convening in Vilnius, Lithuania, on 4 June 2016: 

Notes that: 

 the 2014 European elections were the first time voters had an 

impact on the election of the President of the European 

Commission, as the five main European political parties put forward 

candidates for the presidency. The candidates became known by 

the German term “Spitzenkandidaten”. The strongest party’s 

candidate was endorsed by the leaders of the member states and 

approved by the European Parliament; 

 the outcome of the European elections determining who becomes 

President of the Commission has been a positive step in 

empowering citizens to choose the direction of the EU, adding 

transparency and democratic legitimacy to the process and to both 

the Commission and Parliament itself; 

 the top candidate process gave a face to European leaders and 

helped to open up EU democracy, which is often accused of being 

very distant from citizens; 

Regrets that: 

 recent reports state that a majority of heads of Member States are 

in favour of reverting to the old system, where the President of the 

European Commission was chosen by the Heads of State and 

Government in closed meetings; 

Calls for: 

 a democratic and transparent EU where voters have a choice; 

 a European Union where voters will know who they will get when 

they vote and candidates for the Presidency of the European 

Commission present themselves to the public; 

 a modified process to be developed to make the appointment of the 

President of the European Commission even more transparent and 

inclusive and to put an end to non-transparent backroom politics; 

 the ALDE Party to publicly speak out in support for the top 

candidate; 

 ALDE member parties to lobby for the top candidate process in their 

respective countries; 

 A democratic procedure for the choice of a top candidate inside the 

ALDE Party and also inside the other European political parties. 


