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New Initiatives for a European Cultural Policy 

Status of Culture in the 21st Century 

The information society is the main challenge of the 21st century. 

Particularly in a time of deep structural changes and revolutionary new 

technologies, art and culture have a central significance for the personal 

fulfillment and self-realisation of the individual. 

But political attention remains focused more on progress in the world of 

material reality than on the universe of ideas. Those dimensions of human 

life which encompass our creative possibilities are being ignored. 

However, we realise that political activities and perspectives, which are 

not founded on a cultural vision of the world will become one-sided, 

perverted, can lead to destruction. 

Less working hours and increased comfort in daily life provides people 

with more free time and energy. Consequently, more and more people 

discover new cultural interests, talents and acitivites. Liberal cultural 

policies address everyone - without reference to social class or 

educational level. Everyone should be encouraged to involve themselves 

in art and, by doing so, to enter new areas of creative fulfillment. 

The protection of cultural minorities must also be guaranteed. The media 

must also take the cultural interests of these minorities into account. 

The host countries must consider cultural differences, in order to allow the 

tull integration at migrants into their cultural and social life. 

Culture helps society to find its place. A European Culture without barriers, 

frontiers and curtains will create a Community of thinking individuals, who 

will be able to transcend national boundaries. 

Art and Culture as Public Goods 

The European Community will be able to contribute to a better definition 

of the idea of a European cultural space. 

While regretting the subordinate nature of cultural policies at Community 

level, one can nonetheless congratulate oneself on the initiatives taken 

hitherto at intergovernmental level. 

In this context, the European Foundation - founded by an agreement 

dating from 29th March 1982 - must urgently start to perform its tasks. 

Over the years, the Council of Europe has established its competence in 

the fields of culture and cooperation in art and education. Liberals insist 

that the European Community and the Council of Europe should 
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complement and enrich each other's activities and initiatives and not 

compete. 

Liberals demand pluralism and competition in cultural production and 

consumption. State monopolies in broadcasting are obsolete. 

Liberal cultural policy in Europe therefore pursues the goal of creating 

freedom and diversity of cultures across frontiers by means of unimpeded 

exchanges, dialogue and cooperation. To this end, political and 

bureaucratic impediments must be removed. Furthermore. an active 

European culture policy must use public sponsorship to make dialogue 

and cooperation possible in those areas where free exchange of 

individuals and works of art, based on supply and demand, proves 

inadequate. 

Multilingual television programmes should be agreed upon between all 

interested European states, and transmitted via satellite. 

The successful European Music Year should be a model for similar joint 

activities in other arts.  

Liberals insist that 1988's European Year of Cinema and Television must 

give new dynamism to this European industry. 

The citizens of the Community are aware of the divisive aspects of their 

common European history. The following conditions must be fulfilled if we 

are to experience Europe both as idea and reality. 

- Everyone in the Community must be educated multilingually, 

starting in primary schools. On the model of the European schools, 

integrated bi- and multi-lingual schools should be founded in all 

countries of the Community. 

 

- Both school and university qualifications and time spent on the 

courses which lead to them must be mutually recognised 

throughout the Community. 

 

- A European unIversIty, not only offering postgraduate studies 

should be founded and cooperation between faculties and 

universities or different countries encouraged. 

 

- A "European Youth Association" similar to the Franco-German 

Youth Association should be created to encourage contacts and 

mutual understanding. 

 

- Exchange programmes like "Erasmus" and "Comet" should be 

encouraged to teach students with different cultural backgrounds 
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to understand and accept their different reactions to a given 

situation. 

 

- A European network for organising large exhibitions should be 

created. Moreover, there must be greater cooperation between 

European museums. Museums must not limit themselves to 

spreading of local culture but should take up and foster other 

cultures. 

In view of the added costs that must be borne by public institutions in 

pursuit of their cultural policies, sponsorship becomes increasingly 

indispensable. The private sector, too, should be encouraged to make a 

financial contribution to cultural initiatives. 

Foundations have proved to carry out this work efficiently. European 

financial regulations should create favourable conditions to attract private 

sponsorship and foundations to get involved in bringing about cultural 

initiatives. 

High priority measures must be redefined and refocused to safeguard the 

European architectural heritage. 

The Information Society and Technology 

The culture industry faces a boom based on the use of the new 

communication technologies. The audio-visual programme makers 

become an international growth industry which is creating more and more 

jobs. The demand for entertainment programmes will increase many 

times in the coming years through cable and satellite television. 

We must update our concepts of culture in qualitative terms, not in 

quantitative terms. Taste, value, style will have to adapt itself to the many 

different cultural influences we will receive. The culture industry of the 

future should stimulate a European Identity, develop a European 

consciousness. 

In order to compete with imported cultural productions, the European 

Community must release more funds to launch truly European audio-

visuals programmes. 

With a view of creating a European audio-visual space, Europeans, aware 

of the stakes, must be able to meet the technological financial and, in 

particular, the cultural challenges which arise. 

Cross border artistic exchange must be further liberalised. A reform of the 

European Treaties should contribute to the competition of ideas in this 

area. 
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Support for arts should not trail behind programmes for technical and 

economic development. 

Liberals, Democrats and Reformers insist that consumers must have free 

access to programmes from all European countries transmitted by cable 

and satellite. Reluctance must be overcome, which has led national 

and/or regional authorities in the past to protect their own technical 

equipment and programmes. 

European citizens will appreciate free access to television programmes 

from different cultural backgrounds. This might create incentives to learn 

different languages. 

New initiatives should be developed and applied research should be 

stimulated - similar to "Eureka" and "CERN" – to secure Europe's leading 

scientific position in competition with the USA. 

Worldwide Cultural Policies 

Liberal cultural policies seek to achieve dialogue, exchange and 

cooperation among equal partners, and support a self-determined 

creative synthesis of cultural independence and technical development. 

This means: 

- The needs and wishes of the countries of the Third World must be 

taken into account in the worldwide news dissemination progress. 

 

- Initiatives encouraging the negotiated return of certain elements of 

cultural heritage to their country of origin must be taken into 

account. 

 

- Partnership demands that economically weak countries should be 

more supported to protect their cultural identity and to make 

themselves known to us. 

 

- Exchanges with students from the Third World must be 

encouraged. 

 

- Cultural cooperation should respect and support the worldwide 

validity of human rights. This is particularly important for countries 

in which dictatorship or racial hatred is the rule. Primarily. we must 

help the oppressed and persecuted people. 

 


