
 

Resolution: 

The Vienna 

Declaration 

 

Year and Congress: 

1996, Congress of 

Vienna 

 

Category: 

European 

democracy – 

Institutional 

development of the 

EU 

 

Page: 

1 

THE VIENNA DECLARATION 

The twenty-first century presents Liberals, Democrats and Reformers with 

a host of difficult challenges, but also with many exciting opportunities to 

apply our principles in building a better future.  

Twenty years ago the ELDR was founded by parties which included the 

historic pioneers of parliamentary democracy under the rule of law. They 

had insisted on the freedom of the state from the church, and of the 

church from the state. They worked to create communities in which no 

individual need feel him or herself excluded. They built the framework for 

the market economy, and in most European countries they had 

established universal education. They were committed to the 

strengthening of democracy, individual rights, respect for personal 

property and liberal principles in a free and united Europe.  

For Liberals, Democrats and Reformers, the state is not an end in itself. 

For others, the nation or the state can sometimes be more important than 

the wellbeing of individual people. By contrast, our tradition believes that 

by guaranteeing the freedom and basic rights of the individual in civil 

society and under the rule of law, we enable the citizen to develop his or 

her potential, while respecting the dignity of others and working to 

improve the environment for ourselves and our successors.  

Liberals recognize that the state does have a role in a free market 

economy. The maintenance of the market requires enforceable rules, 

which protect the operation of the market, respect standards of social 

justice and promote ecologically sound policies, which recognize that 

environmental costs have to be paid, if not by us, then by future 

generations.  

Europe must meet the wider challenges of the global economy, not with 

protectionism, but with openness and willingness to reform, guided by 

social values.  

In the same way, although member states retain a most important role in 

decisions, peace and security in Europe cannot be achieved within 

narrow national boundaries. It requires some pooling of sovereignty in 

common European institutions, and close co-operation within international 

structures such as NATO and OSCE. Our commitment to international 

cooperation has placed ELDR in the vanguard of European integration, 

and fully committed to the enlargement of the European Union. Such 

enlargement makes even more pressing the need for institutional reform 

to ensure that decision-making at the European level is both effective and 

accountable to the people. Most decisions, however, are more 

appropriately taken at national, regional or local levels, Decisions should 

always be taken as closely as practicable to the people they most affect. 
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Liberals have always championed the rights of the individual against any 

abuse of power by the state, so we are alert to similar dangers at any 

level. In local communities too majorities can abuse their power at the 

expense of minorities. Building a Europe of pluralist and tolerant 

communities will demand our continued vigilance against racism, 

xenophobia and all kinds of unfair discrimination.  

As the second millennium dawns we face new challenges whose 

resolution is beyond the capacity of any local community, region or 

individual state. Indeed many now question the current role of the state, 

for reasons which include amongst others, the failure of the centrally 

planned economy, the results of environmental pollution, the gap between 

rich and poor, and the increased sense of personal insecurity even within 

the western democracies.  

While Europe struggles to maintain its position in the context of increasing 

world-wide economic competition, countries everywhere are faced with 

the operations of transnational business which may have greater effects 

on national economies than the decisions of their elected governments. 

Although some ecological threats are localised, national borders are no 

protection against the major challenges to our environment. A sustainable 

global economy can only be achieved by making shared responsibility for 

our world an international priority.  

Close cooperation in justice and home affairs is required. Organized 

crime (including illicit drug trafficking), and terrorism are also no 

respecters of state borders, and it is clear that these growing threats to 

the fabric of society can only be combated by concerted international 

action.  

More positively, progress in telecommunications and information 

technology is changing the way people live, learn and work. The 

information age presents an opportunity to create more freedom, 

prosperity and employment, but we must avoid the creation of a new 

division between people and states who are information rich and those 

who are information poor.  

Such a further division would add to the strains already caused by social 

exclusion. Liberals, Democrats and Reformers combine instinctive 

generosity of spirit with a commitment to effective action at all levels to 

involve and enable those who are disadvantaged or vulnerable.  

Liberals, Democrats and Reformers are internationalists. Europe should 

play an active role in promoting development, stability, peace, democracy, 

and human rights throughout the world. 
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Twenty years after its foundation, the European Liberal Democrat and 

Reform Party remains true to its principles, and appeals to all European 

citizens to join in building a Europe which is open, fair and free. 


