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New Horizons for Europe 

CONSEQUENCES FOR THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITY OF 

DEMOCRATIC IN EAST AND CENTRAL EUROPE  

A. Welcoming the tremendous strides made in the soviet Union, Eastern 

and Central Europe towards liberal democracy and economic reform in 

the last year; and noting that the momentum towards political and 

economic union within the Community is now stronger than at any 

previous juncture;  

- considers that it is necessary to transform the EEc into a genuine 

federal-type Political Union in order to ensure the unity and cohesion of 

democratic Europe, faced with the new situation arising from 

developments in the East European countries, and calls for:  

A Political Union that will enable the European Community to meet these 

challenges, in particular through:  

strengthening the social, economic and political cohesion,  

pressing for a common system of election to the European Parliament, 

based on proportional representation;  

and that needs to have the following characteristic features;  

a) reinforced democratic legitimacy by giving the European Parliament the 

following powers:  

- joint power of decision with the Council in the entire area of Community 

legislation;  

- right of initiative in legislative matters;  

- right of electing the President of the Commission and of approving 

appointments to the Commission, to the Court of Justice and to the Court 

of Auditors of the European Communities;  

- ending the secret meetings of the Council of Ministers for legislative 

purposes, and extending majority voting within it;  

- ratification of any constitutional decision subject also to ratification by the 

Member States;  

- joint power of decision in external agreements and international 

conventions through the concurring opinion procedure that needs to be 

extended to cover any agreements of significant importance, including 

trade agreements;  
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- right of enquiry in the framework of the responsibilities vested in the 

Community;  

b) incorporation of the Declaration on the Fundamental Rights and 

Liberties adopted on April 12, 1989 by the European Parliament;  

c) strengthening the autonomy of the Commission as an executive body;  

d) extension of the qualified majority vote in the Council;  

e) setting up a common security policy as well as a foreign policy of the 

Community, in particular by fully integrating European political co-

operation into the structures of the community;  

f) incorporation in the Treaties of the principle of subsidiarity subject to the 

Court of Justice of the European Communities;  

- insists also on speedy implementation of Economic and Monetary Union, 

together with the development of the ECU as a commonly used currency, 

which constitutes an essential step in this direction;  

- insists that in the European Political Union, all Community institutions of 

a political nature, in particular the Commission, the Council and the 

Parliament be established in one and the same city;  

- emphasises the need for associating the national Parliaments closer 

with the activities of the Community by furthering co-operation between 

the European Parliament and the Parliaments of the Member states.  

B. Aware that the European Community must continue its dialogue with 

its partners in the EFTA-countries for the harmonious development of 

closer links with them in anticipation of eventual accession;  

- Supports the European Economic Space, embracing the four freedoms 

(goods, capital, services and movement of people), together with a 

strengthened Social Charter,  

- However, insists that the autonomy of decision-making must be 

preserved for the EEC-Institutions, so as to maintain the momentum and 

dynamic of Community development.  

C. Notes that the collapse of communism and the liberation of the peoples 

of Central and Eastern Europe present a great challenge to the European 

Community;  

Applauds the continuing process of change in those countries with whose 

peoples we share a common heritage and culture and has every 

expectation that the legal, social and economic structures introduced by 
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the Communists will be replaced, so that the political and economic 

transformation of Central and Eastern European countries can proceed;  

- Demands that this process of change should bring ever closer a Europe 

which, having overcome the unnatural divisions imposed on it by ideology 

and confrontation, will stand united in its commitment to democracy, 

pluralism, social justice, the rule of law, full respect for human rights and 

the principles of the market economy,  

- Insists that fundamental liberal values remain as relevant and important 

as ever, ensuring fairness for all through: 

o full respect for human rights by having all the countries of 

Europe support the European Declaration of Human Rights; 

o  a bill of rights ensuring full respect for human rights,  

o maximum individual freedom under the rule of law, and  

o decentralisation of power to individuals and communities,  

- Demands that political, social and economic development is 

simultaneous and insists that the development of a social market 

economy is part of political freedom,  

- Welcomes the European community approach to aid and cooperation for 

the new democracies in East and Central Europe, and calls for the total 

amount of resources devoted to economic assistance to be increased, 

however,  

- Demands that help given should not be to the detriment of the people of 

the disadvantaged and impoverished regions of the European Community, 

some of whom have also suffered under totalitarian centralist rule in 

recent times,  

- Demands also that the present level of aid given to those Third World 

countries that are struggling against famine, poverty, debt and ignorance 

should not only be maintained, but increased, and technical assistance 

provided to improve managerial standards and respect for the 

environment.  

- Considers that economic, industrial, political and social restructuring in 

the new democracies should take into account several important aspects:  

o the disastrous situation where the environment is concerned and 

that needs to be remedied through community aid and transfer of 

know-how, in particular by widening the responsibilities of the new 

European Environmental Agency;  
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o the needs of the disadvantaged, deprived and ethnic minorities 

and  

o  the dangers of resurgent nationalism, racism and xenophobia.  

D. Welcomes the holding of free elections in Eastern and Central Europe;  

Congratulates, encourages and pledges solidarity with all Liberal, 

Democratic and Reformist parties in these countries, and calls for the 

establishment of closer links between them and ELDR;  

Believes that a unified Germany in a united federal Europe offers the 

surest way towards the goal of democracy and security;  

Looks forward to the positive and fruitful contribution that all Germans can 

make towards the forthcoming integration of the territory of the German 

Democratic Republic into the European Community;  

Feels that German division was part of the division of Europe and 

German unity will be part of a greater European unity; 

E. Convinced that the new spirit of East-West co-operation provides every 

chance for a radical reappraisal of the entire security policy and for the 

implementation of a Community policy of security based on the elements 

below:  

a) Political Union competent in matters of security and, progressively, in 

matters of defence;  

b) by strengthening Political Union, the latter will become the centre of 

reference for all the countries of Europe;  

c) the CSCE framework needs to become the platform for the policy of 

disarmament of all European countries.  

d) confirming that NATO remains a cornerstone of a European security 

system, until a new system embracing all European countries comes 

about.  

Recognises that threats to Security also stem from a variety of non-

military sources including communal strife, social divisions, terrorism, 

drug trafficking and environmental destruction,  

Underlines the central role the European Community has so far played in 

the G-24 process of offering help from industrial countries to Hungary and 

Poland;  

- Looks for the fostering of biIateral and more structured relations, beyond 

present trade and cooperation agreements towards an association of all 
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Eastern and Central European countries with the European Community I 

as preparation for their eventual accession,  

- Insists that the developments in the European Community regarding our 

immediate neighbours as well as our other Central and Eastern European 

neighbours are all movements towards more individual freedom in the 

political, social and economical sense and herald a new era of liberalism 

in a wider European community.  

 


