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The Athens Summit 

This Congress, meeting immediately after the Athens Summit,  

A. shocked by the European Council's complete lack of achievement,  

B. believing that this is due in part to the lack of adequate political 

preparation, and, above all, to the misguided attempt by several leaders 

to put short term interests before those of the Community as a whole,  

C. deploring the fact that, at a time of grave crisis in the Middle East, 

Central America and elsewhere, the European Council should have 

devoted its energies to short-sighted financial disputes, when constructive. 

political initiatives were called for,  

D. believing that the real interests at each Mernber State lie in a 

developing and properly balanced Community, and while recognising that 

certain imbalances need correction, utterly rejects the thesis that each 

Member State can expect to see a strict balance in financial terms,  

E. recognising that it is not only in Athens that the European Council has 

lost sight of its original and principal task, which is to give strong political 

leadership to the Community and to give new impetus to European unity. 

ln present conditions, the ultimate responsibility for the success or failure 

of the Community still rests with the governments of the member States,  

F. stressing the need for immediate reaction to this crisis by reaffirming 

with the utmost emphasis the goal of European political union as the 

essential condition for reaching fair agreements on the various specific 

problems,  

G. recognising the particular responsibility of the ELD as the expression 

of the liberal and democratic idea which is the basis of the European 

Community,  

H. believing that the enlargement of the Community to include Spain and 

Portugal is a political and moral imperative for the peoples of the existing 

Member States as well as those of the candidate countries,  

1. insists that a substanti.al strengthening of the Community institutions 

and of the European Parliament in particular, is essential in order to 

secure an effective future for Europe in the world,  

2. calls on the European Parliament to maintain the general position it 

took on the first reading of the Budget concerning Community revenue, 

the British and German contributions, the industrial market and agriculture, 

and believes that new European policies should be financed by an 

increase in own resources,  
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3. urges the need for concertation between the Council and the European 

Parliament,  

4. asks the Liberal and Democratic Group of the European Parliament, 

provided the results of concertation are reasonable, to accept the 

Community budget so as not to add to the negative and destructive 

attitudes which have shown themselves in some quarters after the 

collapse of the Summit in Athens,  

5. demands that a political decision be taken by the heads of government 

of the Member States to fix a timetable for the entry of Spain and Portugal 

into the European Community which takes account of the economic and 

social difficulties caused by enlargement, both in the Member States and 

in the candidate countries. Also insists that the negotiations for 

enlargement will take place parallel with those for resolving the budgetary, 

agricultural and institutional problems of the Community. The Summit 

meeting at Athens most unfortunately marked a retreat from what was 

decided at Stuttgart about enlargement.  

6. insists that it is essential that the new members of the European 

Community, as the present ones, respect financial solidarity, Community 

preference and the Common market,  

7. calls on the European Parliament and the national Parliaments of the 

Member States to hold early debates on the European crisis in which 

Liberals and Democrats must champion the urgent necessity for the 

establishment of European political Union, taking full account of the new 

draft Treaty drawn up by the European Parliament,  

8. requests a special meeting as early as possible of the ELD Executive 

Committee with the participation of the leaders of its Member parties and 

of the Government Ministers from these parties, to consider the European 

crisis.  

 


