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The European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party, convening in 

Helsinki, Finland, on 13-15 October 2010: 

Welcomes:  

- The Afghan government’s commitment to good governance and 

the fight against corruption, which was renewed in Kabul;  

 

- The conclusions of the Kabul Conference on 20 July 2010. 

Notes:  

- The determination of the Afghan government to promote the 

national peace and reconciliation process by means of a future 

'combatant re-integration programme', and asks the international 

community to support the programme by establishing an 

international fund under joint Afghan and international 

administration;  

 

- The significance of national programmes for agriculture, education 

and infrastructure which were proposed by the Afghan 

government and invites the international community to support 

these programmes and simultaneously to assess their progress; 

 

- The progress that the Afghan government has demonstrated 

concerning the implementation of its announcements and 

commitments set out at the London conference in January 2010. 

Expresses concern that: 

Security and economic development in much of the South and East of the 

country have not progressed as planned;  

- The border between Afghanistan and Pakistan is not fully and 

formally agreed between the parties, and that Pakistan has not as 

yet extended full constitutional rights to the Tribal areas and has 

not abolished the Frontier Crimes Regulations (the quasi-

constitutional legal frame for the tribal areas) - factors which 

hinder civilian and military steps to peace;  

 

- Much of the reconstruction and development aid is still channeled 

through extra-constitutional institutions, or without the involvement 

of any Afghan institutions, whilst constitutional national and sub-

national institutions remain short of resources and lack the power 

to overcome a restrictive environment for commerce - factors 

which hinder the establishment of the rule of law as well as 

economic development;  
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- Regional powers still pursue strategies of 'strategic depth' in 

Afghanistan, or resource-based commercial strategies, both of 

which have led to large-scale competitive funding of insurgent 

groups, to the detriment of peace. 

Therefore:  

- Requests the international community to comply with the Afghan 

request to start to make half of its payments for Afghanistan via 

the Afghan budget, centrally or via constitutional sub-national 

institutions, and to ensure that all other payments and 

reconstruction and development activities are implemented 

directly in association with constitutional bodies, but to do so only 

if more effective anti-corruption measures and improved budget 

allocations are guaranteed, and if the traditional decentralised 

structure of Afghan administration and economic management is 

respected;  

 

- Supports the intention of the international community to gradually 

hand over responsibility for security in some provinces to the 

Afghan government before the end of this year;  

 

- Asks the international community in cooperation with the Afghan 

government to start the evaluation of those provinces ready to be 

handed over to the Afghan administration as soon as possible; 

 

- Supports the objective of aiming to complete the transfer of 

responsibility for security to the Afghan government by 2014; 

 

- Recognises that the civil and military engagement of the 

international community in Afghanistan may not automatically end 

by this designated deadline; 

 

- Calls on Afghanistan’s neighbours to increase their efforts to 

stabilise the country, and the European Commission to promote a 

regional peace process designed to reduce the need for 'strategic 

depth', cut off arms and funding to the different insurgent groups, 

seek beneficial constitutional change on both sides of the 

Afghanistan and Pakistan border, and provide a framework 

through which other conflicts in the region can be better 

addressed at a later date;  

 

- Calls on the Afghan government and the international community 

to foster greater autonomy in economic and social development in 
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those provinces under Afghan security control as part of the 

security handover process;  

 

- Calls on the EU to press the United States government to transfer 

responsibility for US policy in Afghanistan to the State Department 

as the handover of security control progresses, in recognition of 

the inevitability that only a political solution will finally consolidate 

and advance peace in Afghanistan. 


