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Palestinian Citizens of Israel 

ELDR Notes: 

- That Arab and other non-Jewish citizens of Israel have an 

essential role to play in the quest for a resolution to the Israel- 

Palestine conflict; 

 

- That the EU-Israel Association Agreement, is “ based on respect 

for human rights and democratic principles”; 

 

- That Section 2.1 of the EU-Israel Action Plan promises to: 

“Promote and protect rights of minorities, including enhancing 

political, economic, social and cultural opportunities for all citizens 

and lawful residents; 

 

- That the UN Committee on Economic Social and Cultural Rights 

report in 2003 acknowledged that Israel had taken steps towards 

improving equality within the Non-Jewish sector and taking 

affirmative action within those communities; 

 

- That despite progress in some areas the UN report expressed 

concern about the continuing difference in treatment between 

Jews and non-Jews, in particular Arab and Bedouin communities;  

 

- That the report also voiced concern that discrimination is a factor 

in the continuing lower standard of living of Israeli Arabs, higher 

unemployment rates, restricted access to and participation in trade 

unions, lack of access to housing, water, electricity and health 

care and a lower level of education, despite the efforts to close the 

gap; 

 

- That Non-Governmental Organisations, including Amnesty and 

Human Rights Watch have voiced similar concerns about 

discrimination against the non-Jewish minority particularly 

Palestinian Arabs; 

ELDR calls for: 

- The EU to ensure that Israel meets its obligations under both the 

EU-Israel Association Agreement and the EU-Israel Action Plan 

with particular regard to the treatment of the non-Jewish and Arab 

minorities;  
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- That the EU encourages Israel to ensure that all communities reap 

the benefits of enhanced EU-Israel cooperation under the terms of 

the EU-Israel Association Agreement and EU-Israel Action Plan; 

 

- That the EU encourages Israel to ensure active participation by 

the non-Jewish and Arab communities within the newly-formed 

EU-Israel Chamber of Commerce. 


