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The Ongoing War in Bosnia-Herzegovina 

The ELDR Congress 

A. Concerned to the utmost about the continued war in Bosnia-

Hercegovina having now entered its fourth and probably crucial year, 

threatening the international community and the United Nations with a 

most humiliating and fatal failure; 

B. With shame witnessing a genocide taking place in the midst of Europe, 

while the international community has lacked the resolve and ability to 

halt the atrocities against the people of Bosnia and the violations of 

international law. 

C. Strongly condemning the Bosnian Serbs' recent massive taking of UN 

hostages and open armed assaults on the UN peacekeeping forces, an 

unprecedented event in international humanitarian and peace-keeping 

activities, as well as their increased targeting of the civilian population in 

Sarajevo, Bihac and the other UN proclaimed safe havens; 

D. Affirming that the war in Bosnia-Hercegovina in its essence is not an 

ethnic civil war but open aggression by the Milosevic regime and its allies 

on the Bosnian-Serb side on a legitimate and sovereign state, 

internationally recognised, a member of the United Nations and thereby 

enjoying the full rights of the UN Charter, and thus first of all a violation of 

international law; 

E. Firmly advocating the principles of international law that borders must 

not be changed by force and that territorial annexations by violence or 

aggression must not be rewarded;  

F. Emphasising that there will be no peace, freedom and democracy in 

Europe until peace, freedom and democracy is restored in Bosnia-

Hercegovina; 

G. Recognising the increasing moral dilemma that while the international 

community has failed to ensure the compliance of international law and 

the mandate of the respective UN Security resolutions to restore the 

sovereignty of the internationally recognised republic of Bosnia-

Hercegovina, it has exercised an arms embargo, preventing the victim 

from effectively defending itself against Serbian aggression; 

H. Deeply disturbed by the fact that the international community has been 

extremely reluctant to contribute the resources necessary to strengthen 

the efforts of the International War Crimes Tribunal in The Hague to 

prosecute those really responsible for the war and ethnic cleansing in the 

former Yugoslavia; 
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I. Recalling the resolution of the XVlth ELDR Congress 1993 in Torquay 

urging the Council of the European Union to review all political options 

and in particular to ensure that humanitarian convoys get through, even if 

it necessitates the use of military force, to raise the siege of the cities, 

especially Sarajevo, to define and protect safe havens, and to maintain 

sanctions against Serbia until a comprehensive settlement is achieved, 

including the establishment of the human and democratic rights of the 

people of Kosovo.  

Therefore, 

1. Welcomes the decision of the UN Security Council of June 16th to 

establish a rapid reaction force to enable UNPROFOR to carry out its 

mandate including the lifting of the siege of Sarajevo, the protection of the 

security zones and the unlimited and prompt delivery of humanitarian 

assistance to the civilian population all over Bosnia; 

2. Urges the Council of the European Union to let the voice of Europe be 

heard unequivocally in order to ensure the necessary resolve of the 

international community to end the war in Bosnia and to establish a just 

and lasting peace on the basis of international law including first of all the 

restoration of the sovereignty, territorial integrity and political 

independence of the Republic of Bosnia-Hercegovina; 

3. Recognises that if the present efforts of the United Nations, the 

European Union and the Contact Group fail, the arms embargo on 

Bosnia-Hercegovina will have to be lifted and that this would entail the 

withdrawal of UNPROFOR.  

 


