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Northern Ireland 

This Congress, 

A. pointing out that the multi-party talks on the future of Northern Ireland 

began with the participation of all significant political parties in the 

province, except for Sinn Fein, which excluded itself by refusing to 

renounce violence; 

B. deploring the fact that the Ulster Unionist Party. the Democratic 

Unionist Party and the United Kingdom Unionist Party, withdrew from 

these talks because the Royal Ulster Constabulary banned Orangemen 

from marching through a nationalist area in Portadown because the 

march, in the view of the police, would lead to serious public disorder; 

C. deploring the encouragement that unionist leaders have given to the 

Orangemen to break the law by defying the police ban, and aware that 

this behaviour has already encouraged outbreaks of violence, leading to 

the burning of Catholic homes, and possibly to the murder of a Catholic 

taxi-driver; 

D. pointing out that there is much evidence that unionist organizations, 

and also republican extremists had planned this confrontation with the 

forces of the law for some time;  

E. shocked by the decision of the Royal Ulster Constabulary to reverse 

this ban, on an unnegotiated basis, under the pressure of unionist threats 

and violence, which immediately results in a profound loss of confidence 

in both the effectiveness and the impartiality of the police; 

1. condemns those unionists, including the leaders of the Ulster Unionist 

Party, the Democratic Unionist Party, and the United Kingdom Unionist 

Party, for resorting to the politics of street violence, which in Northern 

Ireland is closely linked to terrorism of a more sinister and murderous kind; 

2. condemns the failure of the British Government to stand up to the 

threats and violence of the Orangemen, and believes that this surrender 

must have the gravest consequences for the peace process, and for the 

maintenance of public order in Northern Ireland;  

3. stresses that this cowardly failure can only encourage those who 

practise the offensive absurdity of claiming to be loyal to the United 

Kingdom while breaking its laws; 

4. hopes that despite this disaster, Senator George Mitchell, General 

John de Chastelain, and Mr Harri Holkeri, the Independent Chairmen of 

the talks on the future of Northern Ireland, who are to be commended for 
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their efforts thus far, will continue to assist in the now much more difficult 

process of buiIding peace in Northern Ireland; 

5, calls on all Unionist Parties to abandon their support of illegality, and 

return to the negotiating table; 

6. repeats its demand on Sinn Fein to renounce violence and insists that 

until it does so it cannot take part in the multi-party talks; 

7. instructs its President to send this resolution to the Governments of 

Ireland and the United Kingdom; Senator Mitchell, the leaders of the 

Ulster Unionist Party, the Democratic Unionist Party, the United Kingdom 

Unionist Party, and all those parties still participating in the talks on the 

future of Northern Ireland. 

 


