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Political Situation in Slovakia 

The ELDR Party Council, 

Having regard to its previous resolutions on Slovakia, 

A. whereas Prime Minister Meciar has managed to increase his own 

powers, as, according to the constitution, most of the President's powers 

were transferred to the Prime Minister, when President Kovac' term of 

office ended on 2 March without an elected successor, 

B. whereas Prime Minister Meciar immediately cancelled a planned 

referendum on the election of the president by universal suffrage and on 

the accession of Slovakia to NATO, claiming that the referendum was 

"not compatible with the legislation in force"; 

C. whereas the Constitutional Court recently overruled the invalidation of 

a referendum on the same issue by the Minister of Interior; 

D. whereas, on 3 March 1998, Prime Minister Meciar issued an amnesty, 

which halts all investigations and possible prosecutions of individuals 

suspected of the kidnapping of former President Kovac's son and also 

shields from prosecution those involved in thwarting last year's failed 

constitutional referendum; 

E whereas Slovakia has a bad record on democracy and human rights, as 

shown by the government's lack of respect for Parliament, the judiciary's 

lack of full independence, and the government's use of the Slovak secret 

service (SIS), the police force and the state media for political purposes; 

F. whereas Slovakia has applied for membership in the European Union 

and ratified the European Convention on human rights and the 

International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 

1. Deeply concerned about the concentration of power in the hand of a 

Prime Minister who continues to display disrespect for democratic rules; 

2. Concerned that the decision to cancel the referendum shows that 

Prime Minister Meciar deliberately ignores the Slovak Constitutional Court 

and the rule of law;  

3. Calls on the Slovak authorities to respect the rule of law, human and 

citizen rights and also minority rights; 

4. Calls on the Slovak authorities to guarantee that the elections 

scheduled for 1998 will be fair and free; insists that all political parties be 

granted access to mass media on equal terms during the election 

campaign; the elections must be internationally monitored; 
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5. Calls on Prime Minister Meciar to ensure that opposition parties are 

involved proportionally in the parliamentary committees and in the board 

supervising the secret service, the privatization process and the electronic 

media; 

6. Calls on the Government of Slovakia to establish election rules for the 

next parliamentary election on the basis of a consensus among all 

political actors and demands furthermore that the Slovak government 

does not impose its will on the opposition by a simple majority vote in the 

Parliament on this crucial question on the right to vote, which is a basic 

democratic right; 

7. Stresses that if the current Slovak government does not reverse its 

totalitarian policies and respect the democratic rule of law, human and 

citizens' rights, it will call on its member parties and on the European 

Parliament to freeze assistance under the preaccession strategy and to 

review its assistance and cooperation programmes as agreed under the 

Association Agreement; 

8. Instructs its Secretary General to forward this resolution to the ELDR 

Group in the European Parliament, the Commission, the Council and the 

Government and Parliament of the Republic of Slovakia. 

 


