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Arms Trade 

The Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) Party convening 
in Dublin, Ireland on 8-10 November 2012 

Considering that 

• the Arms Trade resolution adopted at the Congress in Barcelona 
2009 advocates that: “The European Union Code of Conduct states 
that arms should not be sold to countries that are sanctioned, 
unstable; in armed conflict, that violate human rights, fail to condemn 
terrorism or whose living standards are precarious”. 

Regrets that 

• the United Nations conference on Arms Trade treaty which took place 
in New York in July 2012 with the aim of negotiating an Arms Trade 
Treaty that would establish high common standards for international 
trade in conventional arms, could not reach agreement on a treaty 
text. 

Believes that 

• more restrictive legislation is needed for both export and import of 
defence materials;  

• there is reason to emphasise further the protection of fundamental 
human rights in the arms trade, especially to countries notable for 
their constant violation of human rights and international humanitarian 
law;  

• states’ export credit should promote sustainable development and 
Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR), which respects and promotes 
fundamental human rights; 

• mechanisms to demand respect for the environment and human 
rights, including labour rights, should be included in trade agreements 
that the EU signs with other countries. 

Calls on 

• all governments and member parties to comply with the terms of the 
European Union Code of Conduct for arms export;  

• all governments and member parties to establish a more restrictive 
legislation regarding arms exports to those countries showing a poor 
record on democratic and human rights; 

• all governments and member parties to support the continued efforts 
for an arms trade treaty that would establish high common standards 
for international trade in conventional arms. 

 


