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New diplomacy with focus on the Middle East and North Africa 

The European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party convening in 

Palermo, Italy on 23-25 November 2011 

- Stresses that the Middle East and North Africa is a region highly 

diverse in political, cultural and socio-economic terms, with 

countries ranging from modern to traditional, from prosperous to 

poor, and from democratic to harshly authoritarian; 

- Urges the EU to develop a comprehensive action plan for support 

and investment in the Middle East and North Africa as a concrete 

way of bolstering support for democracy movements; 

- Stresses the importance of independent media and of new 

information channels via the internet; 

- Stresses the fundamental importance of free trade and free 

access to markets, notably the European single market, for the 

economic development of the region; 

- Expresses concern over the low percentage of women involved 

and included in both the political sphere and the work force; 

- Noting the harsh situation for minorities, for example Christians 

and Kurds in the Middle East and North Africa;  

- Regrets that the European Union reacted and still reacts too 

gently and too slowly towards the incumbent regimes throughout 

the democratic uprisings in Tunisia, Algeria, Egypt, Libya, Syria, 

Bahrain and Yemen, recalls that Europe's links with these regimes  

have often been unprincipled in the past and s urges that it is time 

to address the concerns of the democratic governments of the 

future, stressing that people's aspirations for a variety of 

fundamental freedoms, democracy, self-determination, rule of law 

and human dignity must always  be supported; 

- Condemns the sectarian violence and discrimination against 

Christian minorities in several Middle East and Northern African 

countries most notably in the cases of Egypt and Iraq. 

- Supports the formation, development and professionalization of 

political parties, the development of an independent media sector 

and the setting up of an open civil society independent of the 

executive and of a fair and independent judicial system in the 

Middle East and North Africa; 

- Expresses the unwavering support of the ELDR for the democratic 

movements and actors in the region who strive for the rights and 

dignity of the whole Arab world, men and women, at this crucial 

point in time.  
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Calls for 

- European Union to step up its support for democratic processes in 

those countries that are on the path towards political transition in 

the region, both at a political, economic and societal level; 

- A review of the EU neighbourhood policy to prioritise criteria 

relating to the independence of the judicial system, respect for 

fundamental freedoms, freedom and rights of minorities, freedom 

of religion, freedom of the press, equal rights and the fight against 

corruption; 

- Support for all in these countries who support the democratic 

process. 

- An immediate waiver of all EU import tariffs and quotas for those 

countries in the region undergoing significant democratic reform, 

to be reviewed after a period of two years.  Member states to 

waive air passenger taxes on flights to and from the same 

countries for a similar period.’ 

- Bursaries to be made available by all EU countries to substantial 

numbers of male and female students from the region to 

universities and other higher education bodies, together with a 

commitment by all EU Governments to provide student visa 

facilities for all bona fide students. 

- Support for the liberal parties in the region and encouragement for 

them to work interregionally.  

- ELDR to coordinate member parties’ efforts to support the liberal 

parties in the region. 

 


