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Prospect of war with Iran 

The European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party convening in Palermo, 

Italy on 23-25 November 2011 

Expresses 

Concern at the further escalating war rhetoric and military tensions 

between Iran on one side, and Israel, the USA, and other parties on the 

other side, following the latest 8 November 2011 IAEA report on Iran, and 

the report to the Security Council and IAEA Governors by the IAEA 

Director General, General Amano, on 18 November 2011, which was 

adopted by the Governors. 

Disquiet at the evident campaigns by US military and security institutions 

(and the think tanks they fund), and by some senior Israeli and military 

figures, in favour of a joint Israeli-US military attack on Iran, to include 

attacks on Iran's nuclear installations. 

Alarm at the exhortations to another pre-emptive war, on allegations as 

yet to be fully proven, at a time which could devastate the fragile 

European economy, and carry a high cost in terms of lives lost - perhaps 

as many as 100,000 deaths – a devastating war which appears not to be 

justified by the additional information contained in the 8 November IAEA 

report, some of which has been subject to significant and detailed expert 

criticism internationally. 

Concern at the fact that the IAEA has not yet been able to provide 

'credible assurances' that there is no nuclear weaponisation programme 

in Iran, and that Iran has not yet ratified the IAEA Additional Protocol. 

Noting 

United Nations Security Council resolutions 1696 (2006); 1737 (2006); 

1747 (2007); 1803 (2008); 1835 (2008); and 1929 (2010), which refer to 

Iran's declared 15 nuclear facilities and nine locations outside facilities 

where nuclear material is customarily used. In particular, it draws 

attention to SC resolution 1929 (2010), in which Iran was instructed to 

cooperate fully with the IAEA on all outstanding issues, including the 

ratification of the Additional Protocol. 

The 17 November 2011 comment by the Director General of the IAEA, 

General Yukiya Amano that 'the information indicates that Iran has carried 

out activities relevant to the development of a nuclear explosive device. It 

also indicates that, prior to the end of 2003, these activities took place 

under a structured programme, and that some activities may still be 

ongoing'.  

That the IAEA in its new report did not call for a new UN Security Council 

resolution or more sanctions, but instead has called for more inspections 
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and more compliance, and other measures. China and Russia have 

objected to more 'general' sanctions from the UN Security Council. 

That there are two layers of sanctions being applied to Iran - those 

mandated by the UN Security Council focused on preventing the supply of 

goods related to a potential nuclear weaponisation programme, and those 

general sanctions applied by the USA directly and through other countries 

by way of persuasion and pressure, EU sanctions from July 2010, which 

banned technical assistance to Iran’s oil and gas industry, and financial 

and oil and gas sanctions announced 22 November 2011. 

Believes 

That any such attack will serve to consolidate the power of President 

Ahmedi Nejad and the theocratic Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali 

Khamenei and could set democratic reform back decades, and that such 

a war would result in the closing of the Straits of Hormuz and a reduction 

in Iranian hydrocarbon supply creating rapid oil price rises and a 

significant negative impact on the European economy. 

That the potentiality exists that Iran, an NPT signatory, is encouraging the 

belief that it has a nuclear weaponisation programme in order to draw 

attention to the nuclear arsenals of non-NPT countries. 

That it is possible but unlikely that Iran has undiscovered major sites 

engaged in physical nuclear weaponisation, but that further work is 

necessary to increase confidence that no such sites exist. 

Calls for 

Steps to be taken in Europe to dissuade Israel and the USA from 

launching attacks in Iran, and military preparations and the stationing of 

military assets off the coast of Iran to be stood down, since small 

incidents could trigger war at the current levels of tension. 

Sanctions to be focused on potential nuclear weaponisation, in line with 

UN SC resolutions, and greater cooperation from Russia and China in 

increasing the effectiveness of these SC-backed sanctions. 

In this light, calls for acceptance by Iran of the proposed new verification 

visits and ratification of the Additional Protocol, and calls on the 

international community to ensure that future inspections are undertaken 

without restrictions. The IAEA can then rely more on its own expert work, 

rather than relying overly on reports from the intelligence agencies and 

security institutions of member states. 


