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URGENCY RESOLUTION 1 

adopted at the XVlth ELDR Congress in Torquay, 10 December 1993 

Threats to the freedom of expression in East and Central Europe 

Proposed by Mr. De Vries on behalf of the LDR Group of the European 
Parliament 

The ELDR Congress, 

A. Recalling that one of the dominant characteristics of the defunct 
Communist Governments, of East and Central Europe, as of all other 
totalitarian regimes, was the control and perversion for propaganda 
purposes of the media; 
 

B. Recognising that the development of a free society requires the 
existence of independent media and access to it of opposition forces; 

 
C. Insisting on the duty of liberal minded citizens to be foremost in 

defending the right of free expression even for the opponents of 
liberal democracy; 

 
1. Expresses its concern about the tendencies towards the reimposition 

of censorship in central and Eastern Europe as demonstrated by the 
attempt to stop criticism of the proposed new constitution of Russia 
and the legislation in Romania to punish journalists for criticising the 
state; 
 

2. Points out that in most former Communist ruled countries, the state 
monopoly of newsprint supplies and the control of distribution 
services remains a powerful means of exerting an economic 
censorship of the press; 

 
3. Calls on all Liberal, Democratic and Reformist parties to inform the 

embassies in their countries of East and Central European states of 
their concern about this problem; 

 
4. Calls on the Liberal Group of the Council of Europe to promote 

measures to suspend the membership of any country which does not 
honour its obligations to respect the freedom of the media and 
access to it by opposition groups and parties; 

 
5. Instructs its President to transmit this resolution to all Member Parties 

and the Chairman of the Liberal Democratic Group of the Council of 
Europe. 


