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The Roma people in Europe 

The European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party, convening in Helsinki, 
Finland, on 13-15 October 2010: 

Notes: 

- That the term Roma is used to refer to about 36 million people 
around the world who make up the various communities that call 
themselves Gypsy, Sinti, Manouche, Kale, Gitan and Yeniche. 

- That repatriations and returns of Roma have been taking place in 
several Member States, recently in France, where the government either 
expelled or “voluntarily” returned hundreds of Roma EU citizens. 

Considering: 

- The resolution adopted by the European Parliament on the 
situation of Roma and on freedom of movement in the EU on 9 
September 2010. 

Recognises:  

- The fact that seventy years ago, after centuries of persecution, 
Europe's Roma faced extermination under the Nazis, simply because of 
who they were, and up to half-a-million were killed, but their plight is often 
forgotten and they remain "demonised"; 

- One of the most discriminated minority groups in Europe, the 
Roma experience the impact of firmly-rooted stereotypes every day;  

- That the situation of the Roma peoples in Europe is strongly 
marked by marginalisation and discrimination, even in their exercise of 
fundamental human rights such as education, work, housing and 
healthcare; 

- That when hysteria is fomented against a minority by politicians 
and the media, people can be injured, as recently in several Member 
States;  

- That failing to learn from the past can incur the risk of repeating its 
mistakes in the future.  

Therefore: 

- Firmly believes in the Liberal principles of all mankind’s equal 
value, rights and freedoms and the importance of non-discrimination. 
Furthermore, Liberals in Europe cannot tolerate the persecution of and 
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discrimination against Roma people, and therefore the ELDR must speak 
up for the Roma people.  

- Expresses deep concern at the measures taken by the French 
authorities and by other Member States’ authorities targeting Roma and 
Travellers and providing for their expulsion; 

- Urges those authorities immediately to suspend all mass 
expulsions of Roma; 

- Emphasises that mass expulsions are prohibited by the Charter of 
Fundamental Rights, and the European convention for the Protection of 
Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms, and that such measures are 
in violation of the EU Treaties and EU laws; 

- Considers that the EU and all Member States share a 
responsibility to promote the inclusion of Roma and that this requires a 
comprehensive approach at EU level in the form of an EU Roma strategy; 

- Welcomes the Commission’s initiative to urge Member States to 
implement immediately the Free Movement Directive (Directive 
2004/38/EC) in their national law; 

- Regards the present conference organised by the Commission in 
Bucharest as an appropriate step forward to discuss ways to better 
implement programs supporting Roma people.  

- Calls on the ELDR to support and consult ECRE (European 
Committee on Romani Emancipation) and create a working group that 
monitors the situation of the Roma people, bring this question to the 
political agenda in both the national parliaments, encourage the ALDE 
Group to continue to take a lead in this issue in the European Parliament 
and to be the first to react when human rights and freedoms are violated. 


