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2011-2012 Elections in Russia 

The European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party convening in 
Palermo, Italy on 23-25 November 2011 

Notes: 

- The ELDR Party resolutions "People’s access to the electoral 
system in Russia" adopted in November 2009 and “Registration of 
political parties in Russia” adopted in May 2011; 
 

- The approaching Parliamentary and Presidential elections in 
Russia; 
 

- The provisions of the basic documents of the OSCE and the 
Council of Europe, which stipulate the holding of free and fair 
elections and enshrine the freedom to form political parties 
competing with each other on the basis of equality before the law 
as a necessary precondition of free democratic elections; 
 

- the refusal of the Russian authorities to register opposition political 
parties, including ELDR member party PDU, and the ban on the 
formation of electoral blocs, restricting the opportunities for 
citizens to nominate candidates for election;’ 
 

- Evidence of increasing electoral manipulation and falsification by 
the authorities in recent election campaigns at federal, regional 
and local levels; 
 

- Reports of the unequal opportunities for ELDR member party 
YABLOKO – the only Russian democratic liberal party registered 
as a participant in the Russian parliamentary elections - the 
administrative pressure on party activists and multiple obstacles 
put in the way of YABLOKO’s campaigning by the authorities. 

States that: 

- The situation as regards people’s access to elections in Russia is 
entirely unsatisfactory; 
 

- The Russian authorities continue to violate their international 
obligations (the Charter of the Council of Europe and OSCE 
guiding documents) regarding free and fair elections. 
 

- The need for the Russian authorities persists to amend the 
legislation regarding the registration process of political parties, 
particularly to ease the requirements for the registration of new 
political parties. 

Expresses support: 

- for YABLOKO and PDU in their fight under such unequal 
conditions for liberal democratic values and the strengthening of 
civil society. 
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Calls on the Russian authorities to: 

- Immediately abolish the existing prohibitive procedure for the 
nomination of independent candidates (not representing 
parliamentary parties) through the collection of signatures, and at 
the legislative level to provide guarantees of free access to 
participate in the Presidential elections in 2012; 
 

- Remove the pressure from ELDR member parties PDU and 
YABLOKO as well as from oppositional organisations and activists; 
 

- Ensure that the federal electoral campaign complies with Russia’s 
international obligations as required by the Council of Europe and 
OSCE. 

Calls also on: 

- The institutions of the European Union, the Council of Europe and 
the OSCE to condemn the lack of access and equal treatment of 
political parties prior to the State Duma elections in December 
2011 and to declare unequivocally that this does not conform to 
generally accepted democratic standards for free elections; 
 

- The Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe not to ratify 
the credentials of the Russian delegation should the elections be 
judged to have fallen short of international standards for free 
democratic elections. 


