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Safe and legal abortion in the EU 

The European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party convening in 

Palermo, Italy on 23-25 November 2011 

Recalling the resolution “Womens’ entitlement over their own bodies”, 

adopted at the ELDR Congress in 2008; 

Whereas 

- It is crucial for liberals to fight for the right of individuals to take 
autonomous decisions over their own sexual and reproductive 
health rights; 
 

- Due to social structures and female subordination sexual and 
reproductive rights have always been controversial to law-makers 
and religious institutions; 
 

- Most EU countries provide legal abortion; some of the EU Member 
States’ abortion legislation is among the most liberal while 
abortion is still prohibited in Malta, Ireland and Poland; 
 

- Criminalising abortions, as in the countries mentioned above, 
when the pregnancy is likely to cause the woman’s death, does 
not protect women’s reproductive health; 
 

- A woman's socio-economic situation may also influence her 
decision to undergo a possibly unsafe abortion; 
 

- Information about, and access to sexual and reproductive health 
(SRHR) services, including condoms, are indispensable for the 
exercise of other human rights, including the right to life, to non-
discrimination and the right of all persons – free from coercion, 
discrimination and violence – to the highest attainable standard of 
health. 

Considering 

- that the World Health Organisation defines reproductive rights as 
follows: 

 “Reproductive rights rest on the recognition of the basic right of all 

couples and individuals to decide freely and responsibly the 

number, spacing and timing of their children and to have the 

information and means to do so, and the right to attain the highest 

standard of sexual and reproductive health. They also include the 

right of all to make decisions concerning reproduction free of 

discrimination, coercion and violence”; 
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- That the International Conference on Population and Development, 

ICPD, in Cairo, 1994, confirms the provision of universal access to 

reproductive health services, including family planning and sexual 

health;  

 

- That the European Parliament since 2008 has called for full 

access to contraception and abortion, and considers that women 

must have access free of charge to consultation on abortion; 

 

- That illegal abortions are often unsafe abortions therefore 

jeopardizing women’s health; 

 

- That a democratic EU should be in the frontline to protect its 

citizens’ health, lives and freedom over their own bodies.  

Calls for 

- Legal abortion in all EU member states and easy access to public 

healthcare system;  

 

- Facts-based sex education without taboos, freely and openly 

available in all EU member states, in particular for young people, 

as the key effective prevention of unwanted pregnancies; 

 

- Available and accessible contraceptives in all EU member states. 


