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The Enlargement of a Reformed Union – a Historical Imperative 

The ELDR Party Congress confirms the ambitious goals of European 

Liberal Democrats. We support enlargement undertaken sincerely 

and with commitment and based on solidarity and unity. We 

recognise the historical opportunity and we want to fulfil our 

responsibility in uniting Europe. 

On enlargement the ELDR Party Congress: 

- recalls the fact that the reunification of a Europe which was 

divided by the Cold War remains the historical task of the 

European Union and the overarching goal of its policies; 

 

- stresses the importance of the enlargement process for the 

stability and prosperity of the entire European continent as the 

enlargement of the Union is a moral imperative, political necessity 

and economic opportunity; 

 

- calls upon the French Presidency and the European Council to 

reinforce their political commitment to enlargement, which should 

take place at the earliest possible date and on the basis of strict 

adherence to the Copenhagen criteria. 

 

- insists that after the conclusion of the IGC, a clear accession 

scenario should be established based on a detailed assessment of 

the situation of each of the candidates, enabling those countries 

fulfilling the Copenhagen criteria to join the Union before the next 

European elections; 

 

- recognises that the rapid development of the acquis, particularly in 

the fields of Justice and Home Affairs. and Common Foreign and 

Security Policy, will pose new challenges for candidate countries 

and calls on the EU to involve them in discussions on such an 

extension of EU policies; 

 

- calls on the candidate countries to make further efforts to build up 

their administrative capacities for the implementation and 

enforcement of the EU acquis in advance of accession; to 

establish effective financial control and audit procedures for the 

use of pre-accession funds and to take all necessary measures in 

the fight against corruption and organised crime; 

 

- stresses the importance of local and regional democracy and a 

vital civil society for the democratisation process; points out, 
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moreover, that local and regional authorities are responsible for an 

important part of EU policies; 

 

- demands that minorities in candidate countries be treated In full 

compliance with international conventions and with the Treaty; 

 

- calls on the Commission to establish a detailed analysis of the 

structural needs of the regions in an enlarged Europe. which 

should serve as a basis for adapting the Structural Funds and EU 

regional policy to the accession of new member states;  

 

- calls for a major overhaul of the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) 

according to the threefold objectives of sustainable development, 

less public intervention and more decentralisation. CAP reform 

must lead to market-oriented, competitive and sustainable farming 

within the EU while reducing agricultural expenditure, excessive 

bureaucracy and regulation; 

On the Intergovernmental conference the ELDR Party congress: 

- demands that the process of the IGC is open and transparent, and 

that the opinions of the Commission and the European Parliament 

are taken into account; 

 

- urges the French Presidency to lead the IGC towards a positive 

result in Nice which completes the unfinished business of the 

Treaty of Amsterdam, proclaims the EU Charter of Fundamental 

Rights, decides in principle to install the Charter within the Treaty 

at a future date so long as legal certainty can be assured, thereby 

enabling the Parliament to give a positive evaluation to the Treaty 

of Nice; 

 

- insists on the need to make sure that the conclusions of the IGC 

allow the continuation of the fundamental debate on European 

integration and the further construction of Europe;  

 

- demands that the IGC agrees on a reform of the Union which is 

sufficient to make its institutions workable and to match the scale 

of the enlargement challenge. The Union's system of governance 

must become more democratic, transparent. efficient and 

representative; 

 

- underlines the necessity for qualified majority voting to be the 

norm in the Council plus co-decision with the European Parliament 
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in the interest of a more open, democratic, coherent, efficient, 

effective and enlarged Union; 

 

- acknowledges that the provisions on closer co-operation now form 

part of the work of the IGC, but warns against using either closer 

co-operation or the prospect of a future IGC as a pretext for not 

making progress on the widening and the deepening of the Union; 

 

- proposes that the Treaties should be simplified and consolidated 

in a single version, comprising two parts - part A, with provisions 

of a constitutional nature; preamble, objectives of the Union, 

Charter of Fundamental Rights. institutions, decision-making 

procedures and the allocation of power between the Union and the 

Member States; and part B, other areas covered by the present 

Treaties, along with a clear hierarchy of legislative acts, thereby 

making the Treaty more accessible to the public; this IGC must set 

this objective and establish an appropriate, innovative procedure; 

 

- believes that greater transparency and accountability can only be 

achieved by a clarification of responsibilities of the different 

spheres of government, and is of the opinion that the subsidiarity 

principle must be safeguarded by way of principles and 

procedures, to be laid down in a constitutional framework; 

 

- demands that a legal base be established for European political 

parties to define the statute of these parties. in particular the 

conditions governing their recognition and the rules regarding their 

funding; 

 

- urges the IGC to open up the proceedings of the Council when it is 

acting as a legislative body; 

 

- stresses that the credibility of the European security and defence 

policy will be measured by its political willingness and its ability to 

implement the necessary resources, in terms of both manpower 

and equipment; 

 

- urges the Union to make rapid progress towards reaching the 

agreed headline goals and developing common security and 

defence policy. 

 


