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The EU Strategy for the Danube Region - Implementation 

Challenges 

The European Liberal Democrat and Reform Party convening in 

Palermo, Italy on 23-25 November 2011 

Having regard to 

- The conclusions of the European Council of 18 and 19 June 2009 

and the Presidency Conclusions of 24 June 2011 in which the 

European Council supported the EU Strategy for the Danube 

Region; 

 

- The Danube Forum set up within the European Parliament and the 

Forum's work; 

 

- The European Parliament’s resolution of 21 January 2010 on a 

European Strategy for the Danube Region and to its resolution of 

17 February 2011 on the implementation of the EU Strategy for 

the Danube Region; 

 

- The Opinion of the Committee of the Regions, entitled 'An EU 

strategy for the Danube area', of 7 October 2009; 

 

- The Declaration of the Danube Summit on 25 February 2010 in 

Budapest; 

 

- The Commission Communication of 8 December 2010 on the EU 

Strategy for the Danube Region; 

 

- The experiences from the already established EU strategy for the 

Baltic Sea Region as well as the macro region currently under 

development in the Adriatic-Ionian Sea. 

Whereas 

- The EU Strategy for the Danube Region is a framework for a 

macro-regional strategy that needs to be  realised in concrete 

measures in the participating eight EU member states and six 

non-EU member states in compliance with the principle of 

subsidiarity; 

 

- For the period 2007-2013, the available resources of structural 

funds for the Danube Region are around 100 billion €. 

Therefore 

- Supports the four priorities addressed in the EU Strategy for the 

Danube Region. They are Connecting the Danube Region, 
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Protecting the environment, Building prosperity and Strengthening 

the institutional cooperation; 

 

- Considers the co-operation of EU member states and non-

member states under a common framework to be a challenge, but 

also a unique  opportunity to overcome regional frictions and to 

spread the achievements of the European Union to its 

neighbourhood; 

 

- Stresses the need for a Danube Strategy which is not only a 

project among governments but an initiative put into practice 

through a multi-level approach; 

 

- Calls on the member states, regional and local stakeholders to live 

up to their responsibility of implementing the Strategy's goals by 

putting forward concrete measures;  

 

- Expresses its hope that a macro-regional strategy  in the Danube 

region can create a common space for development enabling 

regions, cities and local citizens to establish an economic and 

cultural exchange which results in the establishment of joint 

projects;  

 

- Believes that small and medium-sized enterprises are the 

backbone of economic development, and urges the EU Strategy 

for the Danube Region to take this into consideration;   

 

- Suggests that the EU Strategy for the Danube Region should 

emphasise the importance of innovation; considers the 

transnational innovation exchange, for example through cluster 

networks or best-practice exchange, an important tool to foster 

prosperity and development; 

 

- Reiterates that the EU Strategy on the Danube Region inter-

connects states and regions with a different economic situation so 

that economically weaker parts can learn from the expertise of 

economically stronger regions;  

 

- Is of the opinion that the Danube Region is an extraordinary 

landscape that needs to be preserved and that sustainable 

development is crucial; 

 

- Encourages the national governments in the Danube region to 

actively involve the local and regional authorities in the 



 

Resolution: 

The EU Strategy for 

the Danube Region 

- Implementation 

Challenges 

Year and 

Congress: 

November 2011, 

Palermo 

 

Category: 

European 

Democracy 

 

EU Single Market & 

Economics 

 

Page: 

3 

transformation process in order to benefit from their experience 

and knowledge; 

 

- Further encourages the national governments to actively involve 

civil society in the transformation process by fostering means of 

participation; 

 

- Stresses the promotion of civil rights as a central pillar in the EU 

Strategy for the Danube Region and is convinced that initiatives to 

strengthen it should be supported by EU funds; acknowledges the 

importance of organisations such as the Danube Youth Citizens' 

Network and the Council of Cities and Regions in this respect; 

 

- Demands that in the next financial period, cohesional and 

structural funds will be made available for more trans-regional and 

trans-national projects at national, regional and local levels. 


