
I’m really proud to have continued my predecessor 
Clover Moore’s grassroots independent representation 
of such a diverse and engaged community.

Some of the most meaningful moments have been 
passing laws to decriminalise abortion and to 
provide people who are terminally ill a new end-of-life 
option with voluntary assisted dying. These reforms 
will have direct impacts on people’s lives. 

It was a privilege to lead the successful marriage 
equality campaign to victory in 2017 (and attend 
so many wonderful weddings!). We finally saw the 
establishment of a Special Commission of Inquiry  
into LGBTIQ hate crimes. And Sydney will host 
WorldPride in 2023. 

Locally we saved the National Art School, the 
Powerhouse Museum, the Paddington Bowling Club 
and the Four in Hand pub. We stopped stadiums 
being built on Moore Park at Kippax Lake.

There is no better feeling than seeing local families 
and students smile as they enter the new inner city 
high school that we delivered next to Prince  
Alfred Park.  

We now have a plan to transition to renewable energy 
and bans on some single-use plastics. There is more 
oversight into building defects and short term letting.  

The Aboriginal flag permanently flies on Sydney 
Harbour Bridge. 

The pandemic made life challenging for everyone, 
and I was pleased to secure millions in grants for 
local organisations and small businesses. I hope 
my work to get takeaway ‘quarantinis’ and singles 
bubbles also helped. 

But there is a lot more work to do for our community 
especially on drug law reform, LGBTIQA+ equality, 
Aboriginal justice and culture, and climate. 

While progress can often feel slow and sometimes 
unattainable, this issue of Sydney News is a celebration 
of the important achievements we have made 
together over the last decade.

Thank you to everyone across the electorate for 
working with me to get these outcomes. We have 
made a real difference and should be proud. I look 
forward to the opportunity to continue working  
with you for our community, those in need and  
the future of the planet.

Alex Greenwich MP
Member for Sydney
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ELECTION ALERT
The NSW State Election is on Saturday 25 March 2023. 

Enrol to vote at www.aec.gov.au/enrol or call 13 23 26. 
To register for a postal vote, please contact my office on 

sydney@parliament.nsw.gov.au.

10 YEARS OF RESULTS FOR SYDNEY
Ten years ago, you elected me as the Member for Sydney and 
during that time it’s truly been an honour to work together to 
achieve so much for our community.
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ABORTION DECRIMINALISED
Before 2019, abortions were criminal offences and only lawful through limited court 
interpretations of the criminal code. The threat of conviction stopped some doctors 
and clinics providing services, making access difficult especially in regional areas. 
My bill regulated abortions as a healthcare procedure with passage of the bill already 
improving access. 

Recent overturning of the US Supreme Court ruling that ensured abortion rights for 
decades is a reminder that we should not rely on court precedents for healthcare. 

END-OF-LIFE COMPASSION 
Many members of Parliament told me it would be impossible to pass voluntary assisted 
dying laws in this term of Parliament following the at times difficult debate on abortion 
decriminalisation. But I worked with colleagues across the political spectrum to garner 
support, and with community groups, unions and frontline health workers to ensure 
real life stories were heard. My bill included strong safeguards to ensure only people 
who are at the end stage of a terminal illness, experiencing unbearable suffering and 
who are truly acting voluntarily can access assistance.   

Learn more about the new laws at: 
https://www.health.nsw.gov.au/voluntary-assisted-dying.

TOWARDS EQUALITY
I played a leadership role in the marriage equality campaign and was proud of the 
strong inner city vote – our community is truly welcoming and supportive. My advocacy 
achieved a fully funded LGBTIQ+ Health Strategy with health and wellbeing targets and 
data on the impacts of discrimination. It has already helped me secure more funding 
for trans support organisations. I worked to get a Special Commission of Inquiry into 
LGBTIQ hate crimes, which has begun investigations. I was part of the team that 
won Sydney’s bid for WorldPride 2023 and my lobbying secured state funding.  
I look forward to celebrating our achievements and diversity with you.

We have come a long way but still don’t have full equality in the law and I am  
drafting an omnibus Equality Bill to remove remaining discrimination.

CLIMATE PROGRESS
We finally got a plan for renewable energy zones and transmission infrastructure after 
the inquiry I chaired gave multi-partisan support for a transition from coal. I changed 
the bill to provide economic diversification in coal dependent communities to ensure 
no one is left behind. It is a big relief to finally move forward – I have been calling for 
renewable energy since I was elected!  

I am now chairing an inquiry on food security which will recommend strong emission 
cuts by ending food waste. 

CASINO REGULATOR WITH TEETH
In 2013 when I led opposition against laws rushed through Parliament to let Crown 
build a casino on Barangaroo South’s waterfront park, I argued that casinos are 
hotbeds for crime and problem gambling. My concerns were vindicated by the Bergin 
report into Crown and the Bell report into The Star. Recently when the government 
enacted the Bergin recommendation for a dedicated casino regulator, I negotiated 
stronger safeguards, a gambling harm advisory committee, expedited gambling cards, 
money laundering training for all casino staff and stronger obligations to exclude 
problem gamblers. 

My Report Card

Parliament celebrates passage of reproductive healthcare reform

More work to do towards LGBTIQA+ equality

Thank you, Dying with Dignity and  

Go Gentle for years of advocacy

Reducing waste and emissions



Hunting in national parks was never  
a good idea
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PROTECTING OUR PARKLANDS
Battles to save parklands have been going on forever. We stopped the 2016 plan to 
build a stadium on Moore Park east. My private member’s bill to remove the SCG’s 
planning law exemptions was blocked but the government later adopted those 
provisions in its own bill, ensuring the stadium rebuild on SCG land went through 
a public planning process. My amendments to the Greater Sydney Parklands laws 
mandated an open tender process for Entertainment Quarter development. Working 
with community groups, I negotiated laws to finally ban car parking on Moore Park  
by 31 December 2025. 

Transfer of the Paddington Bowling Club to traditional owners stopped the dodgy 
deals for profit between investors. New owners are looking at public recreation uses 
including a cultural centre.

A NEW HIGH SCHOOL
My first question in Parliament asked the then education minister for a public high 
school on Cleveland Street. At the time inner city students travelled far, changing 
buses. I followed up with meetings and petitions and the school opened in 2019.  
I am now working with independent Member for Wentworth Allegra Spender to  
get a new high school in the eastern suburbs.

A MORE VIBRANT CITY
I was one of two members of the Legislative Assembly who opposed the lockout laws 
when they were introduced in 2014. I then worked to get them overturned, making 
submissions and speeches, and advocating to ministers and colleagues. The lockouts 
ceased in the CBD and Oxford Street in 2020 and Kings Cross last year. It is great to 
see people enjoying themselves in the city again at night, including during our many 
multicultural events like Lunar New Year.

I joined the fantastic campaign to stop the Four in Hand pub becoming a residential 
development, writing to the mayor and promoting petitions. Congratulations to 
Paddington residents and Woollahra Council for saving the pub. 

FIXING DEFECTS
Strata defects are a massive headache for owners forced to negotiate with builders 
and developers who have the upper hand. I pushed the government to give owners’ 
corporations more powers and options to get defects fixed. Developers must now 
lodge a two-percent of contract price bond for fixing defects and a powerful Building 
Commissioner is overseeing the industry and exposing poor practices.

SHORT TERM LETTING REGISTER
Before COVID, the short term letting industry was growing rapidly, squeezing rentals 
out of the inner city. Our massive campaign got night caps in residential homes and 
owners’ corporations the power to ban commercial short term lets. My amendments to 
government legislation created a registration system for hosts and premises ensuring 
enforcement. The caps are too high and include loopholes so we will need to monitor 
the industry as tourism returns. 

GUNS BLOCKED IN NATIONAL PARKS
In 2013 the government withdrew its plan to open national parks up to hunters just 
ahead of a Parliamentary debate sparked by my petition of 10,000 signatures. The 
plan risked park users’ safety and had no conservation value – it came purely out of 
a deal with the shooters party to pass power privatisation. I will continue to oppose 
unsustainable deforestation which is putting our biodiversity at risk.

Luna New Year lights up our city

The lockouts did damage but are  

now gone

Fighting for open space with Councillor 

Harriet Price



Campaigns
– Fighting the Good Fight
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NATIONAL ART SCHOOL SAVED
We saved the National Art School from being subsumed into the University of NSW. 
The plans risked its unique atelier education model and Sydney’s art education 
options and would have seen heritage Darlinghurst Gaol redeveloped. The school 
signed a 45-year lease in 2019 and there are upgrade plans. Thank you to the 
students, alumni, staff, artists and local residents who signed my petition and 
attended rallies and debates in Parliament.  

ACTION ON HOMELESSNESS
After sleeping rough and living in boarding houses and crisis accommodation for  
the 2018 SBS Filthy Rich and Homeless program, I called for a ‘state of emergency’ 
on homelessness. The NSW Government set a target to halve rough sleeping by 
2025 and some progress has occurred.  

The selloff of Millers Point social housing split the close-knit community, but with a 
delegation of tenants, I convinced the minister to keep 28 homes for vulnerable 
tenants. We also saved the Sirius from demolition. 

SAVING ANIMALS FROM DEATH ROW
I worked with the Animal Justice Party to stop pounds and research bodies from 
killing cats and dogs before they try to rehome them. We also worked together  
to create clear and fair laws against blanket companion animal bans in strata.  
I congratulate the Animal Justice Party for being a voice for voiceless animals.      

RECOGNISING AUSTRALIA’S SLAVE HISTORY
In 2013 Parliament unanimously supported my motion to recognise the inhumane 
treatment of Pacific Islanders who were kidnapped or coerced to work on sugar 
farms in Australia 160 years ago. They were exploited and suffered massive 
mortality from disease. Thousands were forcibly deported under the White Australia 
Policy. This dark part of our history is not widely known and I was proud to deliver 
Australian South Sea Islander descendants’ story to the Parliament.

LOCAL COUNCILS SAVED
I campaigned in Parliament to stop amalgamations of the City and Woollahra with 
other councils. The City and Woollahra are financially sustainable, bigger is not 
always better, and mergers are disruptive. Proposals were nothing more than a state 
government gerrymander and many forcibly merged councils are trying to demerge. 

DEFENDING YOUR AMENITY
I make submissions against overdevelopment that would overshadow homes 
and parks, create windy streets and traffic congestion, pollute the environment 
or privatise the harbour. My submissions have covered land across the electorate 
from Barangaroo to Pyrmont, the CBD, Paddington and Darling Harbour. The 
state planning system allows bad proposals to go ahead, but we had some wins 
with The Star tower reduced, the heritage building at SCEGGS saved, the Weigall  
sports complex to be set back, and the glass luxury retail addition to the 1850’s 
Campbell’s Stores refused. The minister’s vocal concerns about Central 
Barangaroo are promising. I will keep defending our amenity.

Community voices need to  

be heard

With champion of the South Sea Islander community, Emelda Davis

Max motivates me to fight for 

animal welfare

Thank you to the many homelessness service providers

Arts community knows how to campaign
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