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23 November 2022 
 
 
The Hon. Paul Toole MP 
Minister for Police 
GPO Box 5341 
Sydney NSW 2001 
 
 
 
 
Dear Minister 
 

Over-Policing in Sydney 
 
We write to request urgent action to prevent excessive and unnecessary policing by NSW 
Police, following the distressing arrest of Danny Lim on Tuesday 22 November. 
 
Danny Lim is 78 years old and a well-known personality who frequents the city wearing 
sandwich boards displaying messages of protest. While some may find the language used on 
the signs as offensive, others find them amusing and they never incite or threaten violence. 
Danny has always been peaceful and can in no way be considered a threat to the public.  
 
We understand from media reports that security at the Queen Victoria Building asked Danny 
to leave and called police when he refused. Police who attended issued a move-on order and 
attempted to arrest him when he did not comply. Video footage of the arrest has been widely 
viewed and large numbers of constituents are contacting us concerned that the force used 
against Danny, which resulted in facial injuries and his hospitalisation, was excessive and 
unnecessary. 
 
We acknowledge that policing can be challenging and support the work police do in 
protecting the community against violence and crime, but we share community concern that 
there is no public benefit in arresting or using police force against people exercising their right 
to peacefully protest, or for being annoying or insolent. Policing should meet community 
standards on what is considered heavy-handed and what is considered justified. Reports of 
over-policing reflect poorly on NSW Police and discourage members of the community to 
seek police help when it is needed, while damaging Sydney’s reputation as a welcoming and 
tolerant place to visit.  
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Next year Sydney will host WorldPride with large numbers of visitors and activities on the city 
streets and the event’s success will rely on effective and measured policing.  
 
Could you please ensure that NSW Police training, guidelines and procedures are 
updated to prevent excessive and unnecessary policing and inform us what action you 
will take? 
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

    
Alex Greenwich 
Member for Sydney 

 Clover Moore 
Lord Mayor of Sydney 
 

 

 


