
 

 

9 January 2023 
 
Barrie Elvish 
CEO 
AUSactive 
 
Dear Mr Elvish 

AUSactive 2023 State Election Asks 

 
I refer to the AUSactive 2023 State election platform and thank you for taking the time to set out 
policies to encourage activity among New South Wales residents. 
 
I share your view that governments should prioritise physical activity; the health, mental health and 
economic benefits are well known and warrant investment. Furthermore, the costs of failing to 
invest is likely to increase as the population ages. 
 
The health budget for too long has focussed on acute illness with little on prevention and managing 
chronic illness. With physical activity able to prevent much illness and disability, we need to 
dedicate more funding to exercise and activity, particularly among adults and high-risk populations. 
I support vouchers for adults to use at exercise facilities, and the introduction of a “prevention 
health” portfolio to embed physical activity into other responsibilities, including health, mental 
health and transport, as part of a broad chronic disease and long-term health strategy. I agree that 
exercise and fitness facilities are essential services and should be recognised as such in policy. 
Notwithstanding, I accept that closure of gyms during the height of the pandemic was part of a 
response to reduce death and disproportionate demand on health services. 
 
I acknowledge AUSactive’s expertise in promoting activity and support your engagement to run a 
“movement for movement” program to provide culturally sensitive and diverse public awareness 
and activation campaigns. I also support peak body status to enable AUSactive to get support from 
the NSW Office of Sport for active programs and have already raised this with the minister. 
 
Addressing the skills shortage in the exercise and physical activity sector must be a focus for 
governments as it has the potential to significantly impact on community health and wellbeing and I 
support free TAFE places and new pathways for students. I support your call for a fitness code of 
practice as done in other states to raise standards and provide community assurances. 
 
If re-elected, I hope to work towards improving investment and focus on increasing exercise and 
physical activity in the community. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
Alex Greenwich 
Member for Sydney 
 


