
 

 

23 December 2022 
 
 
Jonathon Hunyor 
Chief Executive Officer 
Public Interest Advocacy Centre 
 
 
Dear Mr Hunyor 
 

Public Interest Advocacy Centre (PIAC) 
2023 State Election Priorities 

 
I refer to the policy priorities that PIAC will campaign on in the lead up to the 2023 State Election. I 
thank you for meeting with me to take me through these important matters and am pleased that we 
continue to share many priorities. 
 
Since I was elected, I have been pushing for action to end homelessness and ensure everyone 
has a secure, affordable and safe home. New South Wales is in a housing affordability crisis with 
large and growing numbers of people in severe housing stress as rents skyrocket and house prices 
remain out of reach for many. We urgently need to grow the social and affordable housing stock 
and I will continue to advocate for a program to build 5,000 new social housing homes each year 
for the next 10 years. I have spoken out against no-grounds evictions and voted to have them 
replaced with an expanded set of reasons for evictions each time reforms have been presented to 
Parliament.   
 
I have a dedicated social housing electorate officer who works closely with people experiencing 
homelessness and social housing tenants. I understand the barriers people face trying to get a 
home and have supported multiple requests for increased funding to homelessness services, 
which work best when they are trauma informed and person-centred. I remain committed to 
temporary accommodation reform including longer initial periods and removal of the rental diary. 
My office has had to help many public housing tenants who have been forced to live in 
substandard homes without for example a functioning bathroom or kitchen while they go through a 
slow and ineffective process to get needed repairs and maintenance. I will continue to advocate for 
an overhaul to the system. 
 
The inquiry I chaired into energy supply and resources led the government to establish a plan to 
transition our power to renewable energy and I believe with the legislative framework, we can 
achieve the transition by 2030 and will push for this outcome. I support net zero standards for all 
new buildings.  
 
Governments should provide financial assistance to help existing buildings become energy efficient 
and zero carbon ready, including decommissioning gas. I share your concern that the cost to 
decarbonise energy supply should not be unfairly carried by poorer households and the 
government should prioritise assistance to them, particularly in making their homes more  
efficient and in connecting to or installing renewable energy. I have repeatedly called  
for government support to retrofit homes for energy and water efficiency and support  
government help to electrify homes and end gas installations.  
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The Anti-Discrimination Act 1977 is no longer fit for purpose and needs a complete rewrite. In the 
meantime, I will use my Equality Bill to ensure all members of the LGBTIQA+ community are 
protected and exceptions allowing religious organisations and private schools to discriminate are 
removed. I support inclusion of religious belief as a protected attribute and agree that religious 
belief should not be elevated above other attributes to undermine their right to freedom from 
discrimination. I hope that all the concerns raised by PIAC on the laws can be addressed in the 
next term of Parliament. 
 
Your organisation has been a source of vital information and advice and if I am re-elected, I hope 
to continue working with you to make the state fairer and more liveable. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Alex Greenwich 
Member for Sydney 
 
 
 
 


