
 

 

18 January 2023 
 
John Engeler 
Chief Executive Officer 
Shelter NSW 
 
 
Dear Mr Engeler 
 

Shelter NSW 2023 State Election Policy Platform 
 
I refer to the Shelter NSW 2023 State Election policy platform aimed at ensuring all people in New 
South Wales have a secure home. I thank you for your work towards ending homelessness. 
 
I have been pushing for strong targeted action to end homelessness and improve housing for our 
most vulnerable since I was elected including on many of the action items in the Shelter NSW 
policy platform. There is an urgent need to massively expand the state’s social housing stock just 
to meet current demand and I have repeatedly called on the NSW Government to build 5,000 new 
social housing homes every year over the next ten years and for additional Youth Foyers to help 
young people get on their feet. 
 
The planning system must deliver housing affordability solutions beyond increasing supply to 
guarantee the delivery of social and affordable housing in redevelopment projects. I have called for 
a mandatory 15 percent target in all rezonings, increased to 30 percent on government owned 
land, and will continue to push for this outcome. 
 
Specialist homelessness services help people facing homelessness secure housing and get back 
on their feet. These services need sustainable funding to meet growing demand and to promote 
early intervention and avoid crises. If re-elected, I will call for a 20 percent increase in funding for 
these vital services. New South Wales also urgently needs a specialist older person’s 
homelessness service like Victoria’s Home at Last and I will again ask for this specialist service.   
 
I have a dedicated social housing electorate officer who works closely with social housing tenants 
and people experiencing homelessness. We regularly help public housing tenants who have been 
forced to live in substandard homes while going through a slow and ineffective process to get 
needed repairs and maintenance. Poor efficiency in public housing is also leading to higher utility 
expenses. I will continue to advocate for a repairs and maintenance program that significantly lifts 
the standard of homes particularly with accessibility, and energy and water efficiency.   
 
Low income households need support with rising energy costs which are absorbing more of their 
income than ever before. I support minimum energy and accessibility standards for rental homes 
with support for landlords who may not be able to afford necessary upgrades. I agree that the 
successful Voice for Power Energy Train-the-trainer to improve energy literacy in CALD 
communities should be expanded.  
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I have spoken out against no-grounds evictions and voted to have them replaced with an 
expanded set of reasons for evictions each time reforms have been presented to Parliament. I am 
hopeful that reforms to this effect can be achieved in the next term of Parliament. 
 
Recent fires and floods have taken a toll on housing with tenants hit hard. Climate change will see 
more natural disasters and I support a hardship fund to help tenants and landlords displaced by 
future natural disasters.  
 
I was the first member of the NSW Parliament to raise concerns that the rise in properties being 
converted from residential to short term holiday accommodation was impacting on housing 
affordability with the inner city one of the first areas affected by the trend. My amendments to the 
laws have ensured a mandatory register of participants to help councils enforce laws. The 
pandemic reduced tourism providing some reprieve, however this is only temporary, and I will push 
for stronger regulations including more control for local government. 
 
New South Wales is in a housing affordability crisis with large and growing numbers of people in 
severe housing stress as rents skyrocket and house prices remain out of reach for many. If re-
elected, housing affordability will continue to be a priority in my work. I hope to work with you on 
this important matter. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
Alex Greenwich 
Member for Sydney 
 


