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A COMPASSIONATE 
CITY CENTRE

Belfast has the highest suicide rate in Northern Ireland, and one of the highest rates 
of patients being treated for substance use. More must be done to 
support our vulnerable citizens and to tackle the devastating effects of 
substance use, homelessness and severe mental health issues. The Alliance Party is 
committed to protecting residents in Belfast and creating a 
compassionate city centre. 

We want to: 

• Tackle the root causes of homelessness by supporting a joint approach includ-
ing organisations such as the Housing Executive, the PSNI, the  
Welcome Organisation, City Centre Youth Organisation and Homeplus NI. This 
will enable additional support to be delivered to those currently  
experiencing homelessness via a Strategic Leadership Group operating at Chief 
Executive Officer level.

• Develop a co-ordinated City Centre Hub to deal with out of hours and emer-
gency situations.

• Support changes aimed at improving mental health provision, including:
 • developing a Zero Suicide Strategy;
 • safe talk training for all Council staff;
 • hosting an official city event for World Suicide Prevention Day; and 
 • the creation of a Mental Health Champion.

• Develop additional needle exchange services and provision of enhanced ac-
cess to services for those with substance use issues.

• Support vulnerable individuals through the expansion and multi-year 
financing of the Complex Lives programme.
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A BUSINESS-FRIENDLY 
CITY CENTRE 

Businesses in Belfast have suffered in recent times. Between the effects of the Covid pandemic 
and cost of living crisis, many of our local enterprises are struggling to keep their doors open. 
Alliance councillors will continue to champion business by demanding that our local business 
owners receive the support they deserve, advocating for a fairer rates system and working to 
make Belfast as accessible as possible for consumers, ultimately creating a business-friendly City 
Centre.

We want to:

• Secure the devolution of regeneration powers to Belfast City Council.

• Promote the City Centre as a mix of shops, cafes and restaurants, residential 
properties and non-retail businesses. This will help to ensure vibrant communities and re-
store our City Centre. The strategy to develop town centres and high streets would include:

 • bringing in other new and innovative models of funding and investment;
 • prioritising investment in the City Centre itself, rather than out-of-town retail   
 centres, as the preferred site for retail and business development.

• Support funding of key infrastructure projects in the City Centre, including the 
Transport Hub. This would also see the surrounding area improved and thereby maximise ben-
eficial economic and social outcomes for all.

• Create a Small Business Champion to promote the needs of small and medium sized busi-
nesses.

• Promote improved cooperation between Belfast and surrounding Council areas to  
create a dynamic economic driver as part of the delivery of the Belfast Region City Deal.

• Support regeneration of the City Centre by encouraging more City Centre living,  
including by developing brownfield sites to provide more social and affordable housing. 

• Undertake a public consultation on extending the pedestrianisation of Belfast City  
Centre.

• Promote a café culture across Belfast, using regeneration and community planning 
powers to facilitate this. Welcome private investment in schemes like the Flaxx Project. 

• Support the promotion of existing projects and festivals aimed at promoting 
hospitality like Belfast Restaurant Week. 

• Support coordination with Night Czars to improve the level of footfall in the City 
Centre in the evenings and help to promote the City’s nighttime economy.  

• Support Belfast Employment Academies to provide specialist training to help people to get a 
job in sectors such as retail and hospitality.  

• Support changes to Sunday trading laws to increase opening hours for City Centre 
businesses.
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A CLEANER
CITY CENTRE 

The Alliance Party is committed to making it easier for people to reduce their waste 
and increase their recycling rates. Not only will this save ratepayers money in  
reducing the amount of waste sent to landfill, but it will contribute to making the 
City Centre more welcoming for both residents and visitors. By combatting waste 
and ensuring our streets are clean and tidy, Alliance councillors will create a cleaner 
City Centre.

We want to: 

• Support the recently formed Cleansing Taskforce, encouraging it to meet more 
frequently and continue to be solutions based. This would enable more  
cleansing work to be provided with a focus on hot spots and include seeking 
support from local businesses.

• Through the Council Culture Department, linking in with local artists to address 
problem graffiti through showcasing local artists’ work.

• Demand larger litter bins with secure lids be installed across the City Centre.

• Ensure there is sufficient planning for clean-ups after large-scale events.

• Increase awareness of dog owners’ responsibilities, while increasing patrols by 
dog wardens to ensure enforcement.

• Increase spending on advertising to encourage responsible litter disposal, 
while increasing litter warden patrols to ensure enforcement.

• Assist businesses in the Council area to end their single-use plastic usage  
following the Council’s commitment to do the same.

• Introduce visible City Ambassadors for the City Centre, who will have a role in 
welcoming tourists, enforcement of litter and fly tipping and work with the PSNI 
to address anti-social behaviour.
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A SHARED
CITY CENTRE 

The Alliance Party believes in a society for everyone, underpinned by our shared 
values of equality, respect for diversity and interdependence. Equality and human 
rights issues are an essential part of this shared future. Alliance will promote equal-
ity of opportunity, equality of treatment, equality of access, and equality under the 
law for all people, irrespective of gender, age, sexual orientation, disability, religious 
belief, race and ethnicity, and political opinion. Alliance are committed to achieving 
the radical change required to reduce division and create a shared city centre.

We want to: 

• Ensure the City Centre remains a shared space and that a future housing strat-
egy increases city centre living to recognise this.  This should provide private, 
affordable and social housing, through a range of housing types including apart-
ments and family house that meet the highest inclusive design standards.

• Include the City Centre in the Executive’s Shared Housing Programme to 
provide more social housing.

• Support the financing of an LGBT centre in Belfast.

• Implement the cross-party agreement to make the grounds of City Hall and 
other public art more reflective of the diverse nature of the city, which has 
been exemplified by the progress on statues to commemorate Frederick Doug-
lass and the Belfast Blitz.

• Extend the City Centre Regeneration and Investment Strategy to include 
arterial routes, to ensure that journeys to and from the City Centre showcase 
Belfast in the best way possible.

• Increase the availability of inclusive, age and family friendly facilities in the 
City Centre, including more green spaces, seating and play areas.

Page 6BUILDING A BETTER BELFAST



• Support the creation of an inclusive City Centre for d/Deaf and disabled people, 
older people and carers by developing a strategic roadmap to meet the Council’s 
Belfast Agenda commitment to become an accessible and inclusive city. To  
coordinate this, we will create a councillor-led working group with d/Deaf and  
disabled people. 

• Ensure the Council provides sign language training for retail, hospitality, tourism 
and other businesses. 

• Ensure our City Centre streets and pavements are accessible by: 
 
• supporting increased enforcement of pavement parking in the City    
 Centre, while calling on the Department for Infrastructure to act on Option   
 2 (introduction of an outright ban on pavement parking, with some possible   
 exceptions) as set out in the recent DfI consultation on Inconsiderate 
 Pavement Parking; 
• addressing the issue of inaccessible pavements, including dropped    
 kerbs, tactile paving and poorly positioned signage;  
• reprioritising junctions along the inner ring road to end car dominance   
 and address major accessibility issues for many disabled people and older people; 
• supporting numbers of on-street blue badge parking and better enforcement  
 of misuse and fraudulent use of blue badges;  
• ensuring any extension of the current temporary pavement licensing scheme  
 is compliant with guidance requirements and enforced; and 
• calling for a ban on A Boards in the city, following the example of Edinburgh  
 City Council. 

• Support an Age Friendly Belfast and the delivery of the 2022-2026 Action Plan. 

• Ensure that Council can act as a central point of contact for residents and 
visitors around accessibility issues and information. This will include calling for: 
• all Council events or events on Council property to be inclusive of people with  
 disabilities guided by a council events policy that goes far beyond minimum   
 statutory criteria to achieve inclusion; 
• all Council facilities to provide free sanitary products as a way of tackling 
 period poverty; 
• all Council car parks to join the Disabled Parking Accreditation Scheme, 
 ensuring more and better quality parking bays for blue badge holders; 
• an inclusive, destination play park in the City Centre. 

• Support greater provision of public toilets including Changing Places toilet facilities.  

• Support the upcoming public consultation on byelaws to prevent graphic 
imagery and homophobic preaching.
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A GREENER
CITY CENTRE

Alliance is committed to tackling the climate emergency, as shown through our 
Green New Deal policy proposals. In the Assembly, our MLAs successfully  
introduced a recycling target of 70%, applying across all levels of government. Our 
Belfast City Council team will continue to prioritise this target when making  
decisions on behalf of everyone in Belfast, with the ultimate goal of achieving a 
circular economy. From facilitating active travel through walking, wheeling and 
cycling, to facilitating waste reduction, Alliance councillors will continue to lead the 
way in creating a greener City Centre.

We want to: 

• Ensure Council plays a significant role in reducing its own environmental  
impact and in developing renewable energy on public buildings in the Council area. 
Alliance will also call for Council to ensure its buildings are well insulated and 
examine whether their properties are suitable for solar or wind energy, which 
stimulate green investment in the area while also reducing the Council’s energy 
bills in the long-term.

• Support the roll-out of a non-polluting e-cargo delivery service to offer a 
sustainable delivery solution for City Centre-based business-to-business deliveries.

• Seek to embed green priorities in the Council’s community planning 
processes in order to protect the environment and reduce fuel poverty by:

 • working with all levels of government to promote solar panels within   
  the planning system and for new developments;
 • ensuring that any new development has appropriate development of  
  green spaces and active travel infrastructure; and
 • supporting the development of more carbon neutral homes as part of  
  any planning strategy.

• Support an additional footbridge across the Lagan as part of the Belfast City 
Region Deal in order to enhance walking and cycling provision.

• Demand expansion and development of the Belfast Bikes scheme to ensure 
the scheme is accessible across all areas of Belfast.
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• Support investment in the Belfast Cycling Network Plan to promote cycling 
for all within Belfast and provide for:  

 • additional segregated cycle lanes to create a fully-linked cycling 
  infrastructure in the City; 

 • safe cycle storage including the roll out of more secure bike parking; 

 • inclusive bike hire; and  

 • ongoing cycling advice and free lessons.

• Support the Ciclovia event and considering consultation on occasional 
traffic-free Sundays. We propose the development of a Belfast cycling map in 
conjunction with other interested parties.

• Promote and expanding Park and Ride facilities whilst avoiding creating over-
flow parking problems in residential areas, enabling the City Centre to become 
an active travel area.

• Support a review of public transport access, particularly the provision of bus 
linkages between our main stations, the City Centre area and wider city.

• Support the installation of additional electric vehicle charging points in the 
Council area including for blue badge users, while ensuring they are available for 
staff and visitors at Council venues and in City Centre car parks.

• Support the introduction of Belfast Rapid Transit, second phase (BRT2), to in-
clude the North and South of the city as part of the Belfast Region City Deal.

• Secure devolution of powers for Belfast City Council to lower speed limits 
within the Council area and supporting the trial of wider 20mph zones as has 
been seen in Wales.

• Address single-use plastic usage by increasing provision of water refill stations 
around the City Centre, including St George’s Market and City Hall, and promot-
ing water refill schemes with hospitality businesses.

• Ensuring more street trees are planted across Belfast.

Page 9BUILDING A BETTER BELFAST



A FUN
CITY CENTRE 

Belfast has a rich history and culture, talented arts sector and thriving nightlife. 
Alliance will continue to demand investment and promotion from Belfast City Council 
for grassroots artists and cultural projects to showcase what our city has to offer to 
both residents and visitors, ensuring they experience a fun City Centre. 

We want to: 

• Support the creation of a City Centre Festival to be run in venues across the City 
Centre including churches, the Ulster Hall, 2 Royal Avenue and the MAC as well as 
local hospitality venues, while working to secure the Assembly Rooms as a venue 
which can show its cultural and artistic values to a new generation.

• Organise a two-year street animation programme including street arts, improved 
public realm works.

• Address the needs of local artists by providing studio space with secure 
long-term leases within the City Centre, either through Council premises or by 
opening up the Vacant to Vibrant Scheme to include artists, and working with 
premises owners to secure long term secure leases.

• Organise a series of events and festivals aimed to encourage people into the City 
Centre, while encouraging the development of existing festivals such as 
St. Patrick’s Day, Belfast Pride, Mela and Orangefest.

• Utilise opportunities presented by Belfast’s expansive history by increasing the 
number of walking and interactive historical tours in the City Centre, with 
additional support for groups, and supporting the rollout of historic signage in 
the City Centre to focus on periods of history such as the Enlightenment.

• Develop a late-night public transport network alongside Translink, whilst 
addressing the additional demand during the weekends.

• Consider expansion of St George’s Market into a seven-day per week venue 
with a feasibility study into the opportunities and potential issues. 

• Continue to support the installation of Belfast Stories as a second major tourist 
attraction, ensuring that it is a destination that is inclusive to all visitors.
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