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The Permanent Mission of the United States to the Organization of American States presents its 

compliments to the Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) 

and writes in regard to the format of the November 4, 2022 public hearing convened by the IACHR on the 

petition submitted by Anastasio Hernández Rojas and Family during the IACHR’s 185th Regular Period 

of Sessions.  The United States respectfully requests the IACHR change this to a closed working meeting.  

The United States notes that fundamental questions pertaining to the inadmissibility of the 

underlying petition remain unresolved, given that this matter was the subject of several investigations and 

a comprehensive settlement agreement between the United States government and the petitioners on 

whose behalf the underlying petition has been submitted, and that, as such, the matter does not appear to 

be ripe for a public hearing at this time.  The United States also expresses its procedural concern that the 

IACHR transmitted to petitioners the United States’ December 17, 2021 further observations for the first 

time on the same day as the letter requesting the United States attend a hearing on this case.  Petitioners 

should be afforded the opportunity to review submissions by the State before the IACHR considers 

whether it is appropriate to convene a public hearing or a closed working session on the matter. 

The United States notes that these factors complicate the ability of the United States government 

to substantively participate in a public hearing at the IACHR’s 185th Regular Period of Sessions and, 

therefore, respectfully requests that a closed working meeting instead be convened on this matter.  The 

United States is confident that such a format will enable the United States to better engage in discussion 

with the IACHR and petitioners on this matter. 



The Permanent Mission of the United States avails itself of the opportunity to reiterate to the 

Executive Secretariat the assurances of its highest consideration, and to reconfirm its commitment to 

working with the IACHR to protect and promote human rights within the United States and in the region. 
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