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This year, Americans for Safe Access will celebrate its 17th birthday. I am proud and humbled when I look back at the 
role our organization has played in advancing medical cannabis access across the US and globally. Throughout the 
years ASA has chipped away at barriers to access through initiatives, legislation, regulatory oversight, implementation 
campaigns, PR campaigns, legal battles, education, outreach, research, and product safety regulation development.

This is an exciting time for medical cannabis globally, and while it seems like medical cannabis will soon be an option in 
every area of the globe, medical cannabis is still not reaching most of the patients that could benefit in the US.  
Despite that 47 states, the DC, Guam, Puerto Rico, and the Virgin Islands all have passed some kind of medical cannabis 
legislation, upwards of half or more of these populations are left out of the programs because of financial, legislative, 
and regulatory barriers.

Despite the growing national support for medical cannabis, many people still see cannabis therapeutics through the 
lens of compassionate use rather than a fight to close the gap between herbal medicines and pharmaceuticals. This is 
being demonstrated in the experience of those who are now having to defend their rights as patients against adult use 
and compete with industry’s attention for the development and supply of products derived from cannabis. That is why 
ASA will be focusing on federal legislative strategies that build on the infrastructure that has been driven by patient 
advocacy and expand access across the nation. We believe that patient advocacy also means setting standards and 
expectations not only from government but from the industry that is serving patients. 

This year, our conference theme is “The Price of Being a Medical Cannabis Patient”. We know that affordable medical 
cannabis is not a reality for many patients in this country. However, when we talk about the “price,” we are also referring 
to the price of potentially losing one’s job, being kicked out of housing, leaving their home and family because they 
have to move out of state, losing their children, and having to worry about consistency and safety of their medicine. 
Under current state and federal laws these are all issues that patients have to consider before using a medicine that 
should be available, reliable, and affordable to all who need it.

Every year ASA members, allies, and staff work to pass new state legislation and improvements to old legislation. It has 
been 23 years since the passage of the first state medical cannabis initiative and state programs are still only serving a 
small proportion of the population of possible patients, keeping cannabis treatments out of reach for most. At this rate, 
to make these laws really work for patients, it would take another 23 years. It is time to aim higher than state by state 
laws that are often created to allow as few people as possible into the program and focus on passing federal legislation 
that will allow patients in every town in American to have access to medical cannabis, that is safe, reliable, and has the 
potential to be covered by health insurance.  

Countries across the globe are moving toward federal medical cannabis laws granting their citizens a pathway for 
patients to access standardized cannabis through prescriptions that can be covered by health insurance. US patients 
should expect the same. 

To keep the focus on viewing cannabis as a true medicine, legislators need to hear directly from patients and hear their 
stories. This is why every year we continue to bring patients from all over the country to DC to meet with their federal 
representatives, to share their stories, and personalize the medical cannabis issue to their elected official. We know that 
here on Capitol Hill elected officials are more likely to deepen their understanding of an issue when they hear it directly 
from a constituent. That is why patient advocates are the greatest asset for changing laws. So thank you so much for 
taking time out of your lives to be here to represent patients from Guam to Puerto Rico.  

It has been my honor to serve as ASA’s President and Founder for the last 17 years. As our community has grown and 
our voice has strengthened, it brings me great pride to see that ASA’s programs and projects have become pillars to 
the medical cannabis movement. Thank you for joining us this year in Washington, DC and as the fight for safe access 
continues, I look forward to you being a part of our success of greater patient access.  

Sincerely,

Steph Sherer
Founder and President
Americans for Safe Access
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WELCOME TO UNITY 2019!

Sincerely, 

Steph Sherer
Executive Director
Americans for Safe Access
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Monday March 18, 2019
3:00 - 4:30 pm Veterans Roundtable (Embassy Room) 

• Moderator: Todd Larkin

4:30 - 6:00 pm Cannabis 101 (Embassy Room)
Please join Dr William Troutt, NMD in a discussion about medical cannabis. Dr 
Troutt will talk about how this powerful and safe botanical medicine interfaces 
with our bodies and mind. Topics that will be covered include: risks and 
benefits; modalities of use; different constituents of the plant; and realistic 
expectations of how this may be an effective tool in one’s medical toolbox. 

• Moderator: Dr. William Troutt, Harvest Dispensaries

7:00 - 9:00 pm Registration Welcome Reception (Blue Pre-Function)

Tuesday March 19, 2019
8:00 -9:00 am Registration Breakfast (Blue Pre-Function)

9:00 - 10:00 am Welcome and Overview of Theme (Blue Room)
Steph Sherer, Americans for Safe Access

10:05 - 10:45 am Lobby Day Training (Blue Room)
David Mangone, Americans for Safe Access

10:45 am Board Buses to Capitol Hill

11:30 am Arrive at Capitol Hill

12:00 - 12:30 pm Press Conference (Rayburn House Office Building,  Room 2321)

12:30 - 5:00 pm Lobby Meetings

6:00 - 7:00 pm VIP Reception (Blue Pre-Function)

7:00 - 10:00 pm Awards Dinner (Blue Room)
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Wednesday March 20, 2019
8:30 - 9:30 am Breakfast (Blue Pre-Function)

9:15  - 9:45 am Welcome (Blue Room)
Steph Sherer, Americans for Safe Access

9:50 - 10:50 am The Experience of Being a Medical Cannabis Patient in the
US (Blue Room) 
Despite increasing medical cannabis programs across the country, patients 
still face significant barriers to access. This panel will explore the financial and 
social hurdles that medical cannabis patients often have to undergo in order 
to become a legal medical cannabis patient. Topics will include the high cost 
of medicine, parental rights, pediatric patient issues, housing rights, social 
injustice, and much more.

• Speaker: William Dolphin, Americans for Safe Access

• Speaker: Janie Maedler, Rylie’s Sunshin

• Speaker: Ellen Smith, U.S. Pain Foundation

• Speaker: Grace Macalino, PhD, Marimac Insight

• Moderator: Debbie Churgai, Americans for Safe Access

10:55 - 12:15 pm What in the World is Happening? Medical Cannabis, CBD,
and Hemp Global Markets (Blue Room) 
Earlier this year, the World Health Organization moved forward with 
recommendations to reschedule cannabis. While over 30 countries now have 
medical cannabis laws, CBD and hemp legalization differs from country to 
country. This panel will explore the barriers that still exist, how these various 
regulations and laws impact patients globally, and how changes at the 
international level will affect patients in the U.S.

• Speaker: Nic Easley, 3C Comprehensive Cannabis Consulting

• Speaker: Dr. Pavel Kubu, International Cannabis and Cannabinoids Institute

• Speaker: Tomas Sadelik, International Cannabis and Cannabinoids Institute

• Speaker: Michael Krawitz, Veterans for Medical Cannabis Access

• Moderator: Steph Sherer, Americans for Safe Access
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12:15 am - 1:15 pm Lunch (Blue Pre-Function)

1:20 - 2:50 pm CBD, Medical Cannabis, Hemp Foods, and Adult Use:
What Does It All Mean for Patients and Medical
Professionals? (Blue Room) 
Patients and medical professionals in the U.S. now have so many options 
when it comes to using cannabinoid medicine. However, there is a lot of 
misinformation about the legality of these products as well as barriers to 
access for many individuals in these various markets. We know that the 
solution to this is to change federal law once and for all. This panel will
explore how these issues can play out and what it will mean for patients.

• Speaker: Eric Steenstra, Vote Hemp

• Speaker: Michael McGuffin, American Herbal Products Association

• Speaker: Dr. Olga Obie, University of Texas Medical Branch

• Speaker: David Mangone, Americans for Safe Access

• Speaker: Dr. Carla Rossotti, VarMed Management

• Speaker: Heather Despres, Americans for Safe Access

• Moderator: Don Duncan, BHC Consulting, LLC

2:55 - 3:40 pm Advocacy in the Courts: Protecting Patients’ Rights 
(Blue Room)
Since our first legal fight in 2005 to force changes in policy at the  
California Highway Patrol, who were confiscating medical cannabis from 
legal patients during routine traffic stops, patients have been finding that we 
often must rely on the courts to win important changes when we cannot get 
legislation to move forward. This panel will explore current legal and judicial 
issues that patients are facing due to their status as medical cannabis patients 
or their desire to access medical cannabis. The panel will talk about the 
processes for ensuring patient rights, including legislation, regulation, and 
ultimately, litigation.

• Speaker: Bridget Hill-Zayat, Hoban Law Group

• Speaker: Mary Shapiro, Evoke Law

• Speaker: Jose Belen, Veterans Cannabis Coalition

• Moderator: David Mangone, Americans for Safe Access

3:40 - 4:05 pm Break

Wednesday March 20, 2019
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4:10 - 5:25 pm Key Stakeholders (Blue Room)

5:25 - 5:35 pm Feedback Survey (Blue Room)
• Debbie Churgai, Americans for Safe Access

5:35 - 5:50 pm Closing (Blue Room)
• Steph Sherer, Americans for Safe Access



Make Your Voice Heard in California 

Last year more than 200 patients, advocates, providers, 
industry workers, and others lobbied their elected offi-
cials for marijuana reform bills at the Cal NORML /ASA 
Citizen Lobby Day.  

Our efforts have resulted in the introduction of an 
Employment Rights bill for medical cannabis users, 
and a new law to automatically expunge past marijuana 
convictions statewide.  

The legislative agenda this year currently includes bills 
we support to protect compassion programs for indigent 
patients, to lower taxes on cannabis in dispensaries, and 
to allow medical cannabis access for patients in health-
care facilities. We’re opposing a bill to allow local gov-
ernments to ban cannabis deliveries made by state- 
licensed delivery services located outside their borders. 

Find out more about attending or sponsoring Lobby 
Day at: www.CaNORML.org/lobby_day_2019

Sign up for Lobby Day online at www.CaNORML.org 
so that we can make appointments for you with your  
legislative offices. We ask a $25 donation to pay for 
costs, with no one turned away for lack of funds. 

The day starts with breakfast and a session outlining the 
bills we’ll be lobbying on, with tips for effective meetings 
with legislators and their staffs. And it ends with a party! 

Join us in Sacramento at the 3rd Annual  
Citizen Lobby Day on May 6, 2019 



CannabizMD is a proud supporter of the mission of  
Americans for Safe Access is to ensure safe and legal access to  

cannabis for therapeutic use and research.

CannabizMD.com

THE #1 SELLING HEMP CBD PRODUCTS*
AVAILABLE IN HEALTH FOOD STORES NATIONWIDE
PLUSCBDOIL.COM   I   (855) PLUS-CBD (758-7223)

TM

HEMP-DERIVED CBD OIL

A CV SCIENCES BRAND 

*SPINS SCAN DATA

CREATING CHANGE AROUND CANNABIS IN THE MINDS OF 
MILLIONS WASN’T AN EASY TASK BUT, COLLECTIVELY, WE DID IT.

In order to make the highest quality hemp extracts, we believe it is 
imperative to be a part of every step of the supply chain process. 
That’s why, from harvesting our hemp seeds to laboratory testing
for quality to distributing our exceptional finished products, we are 
committed to going the extra mile. It’s our commitment to you.

WHAT
WE DO MAKES 
A DIFFERENCE.



Look for
the PFC Seal

Choose Cannabis 
Therapeutics

withConfidence

Patient Focused Certification (PFC) is a non-
profit, third-party certification for  medical 
cannabis products and services offered by 
Americans for Safe Access (ASA).  The PFC 
means that products and services have been 
Verified through the rigorous audit process 
based on new quality standards issued by the 
American Herbal Products Association (AHPA) 
and the American Herbal Pharmacopoeia (AHP).

Company staff are well trained

Products and services have been 
tested for contaminates 

Products and services meet legal 
requirements as well as AHPA & 
AHP standards

Companies have recall 
protocols in place

Patient Focused Certification means:

What is PFC?

To find PFC verified products and services 
visit patientfocusedcertification.org
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SPEAKERS

DON DUNCAN
ASA Board Member and Cannabis Business Consultant

Don Duncan is a founding member of the Board of Directors Americans for Safe Access (ASA). In his role at ASA he is active 
in local, state, and federal advocacy work; educational campaigns; community organizing; media; and fundraising. He trains 
grassroots organizers and medical cannabis industry employees as part of ASA’s Patient Focused Certification, Cannabis Care 
Certification, and online Patient Advocacy Center. Mr. Duncan previously served as the California Director of ASA, in which role 
he worked closely with lawmakers in California to adopt the first local and state licensing programs for cannabis businesses 
and other significant legislation. Mr. Duncan’s work at ASA is an instrumental part or the organization’s efforts to overcome 
barriers to safe and legal access to cannabis and to protect and expand patients’ rights. Mr. Duncan is a twenty-year veteran 
of the cannabis and medical cannabis industries. He opened medical cannabis facilities in Berkeley, Oakland, Los Angles, West 
Hollywood, and Palm Springs – including some of the oldest and most reputable organizations in the state. Mr. Duncan has 
helped dozens of cannabis businesses open, operate, and obtain state and local licenses. He is a leading expert of California 
state licensing and compliance for medical and adult-use cannabis cultivators, retailer, manufacturers, and distributors. 

Mr. Duncan does Government Affairs work for BHC Consultants, LLC, a cannabis consulting firm located in Los Angeles serving 
select cannabis businesses statewide. His clients include medical and adult-use retailers, cultivators, and vertically-integrated 
Microbusinesses serving tens of thousands of patients and consumers. Clients at BHC Consultants are part of a coordinated 
effort to create and provide cannabis chemotypes that are designed to uniquely meet the needs of specific patient populations, 
while protecting public health. Such chemotypes have a chemical profile that is uniquely associated with a reduced risk of 
undesirable side effects in adult users, and perhaps more importantly, a reduced risk of negative health consequences for 
younger patients and users.

BRIDGET HILL-ZAYAT

Bridget Hill-Zayat is an attorney at Hoban Law Group, licensed in Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and Maryland and a Cannabis 
Policy professor at Stockton University.  Her practice focuses on the energy and cannabis industries.  Specifically, she takes 
cannabis companies from cradle to grave, starting from incorporation and license applications to compliance practices through 
to sale.  She advises successful applicants on how to improve their energy efficiency, apply for state efficiency programs, 
liaises with regulators, and handles the ongoing compliance issues relevant to a cannabis business. Ms. Hill-Zayat is active 
in regulation. She was selected to participate in Pennsylvania State Senator Daylin Leach’s cannabis conference convened to 
develop standards and methods for cannabis regulations in Pennsylvania. She regularly testifies for states like New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania on the development of legal cannabis markets and speaks at industry events for the National Cannabis Bar 
Association, Accelerate Cannabis, CannGather, and Women Grow.

DR. CARLA ROSSOTTI VÁZQUEZ

Dr Carla Rossotti Vázquez was born and raised in the island of Puerto Rico. She went to Universidad Autónoma de Guadalajara, 
Mexico where she obtained her Medical Degree and then went on to complete her Internship in Manatí Medical Center Hospital 
in Manatí, PR. Currently, Dr Rossotti works as a Primary Care Physician at a PCMH Level 3 Certified Clinic. She is also the 
Medical Director for VarMed Management, which is a care management program for complex patients. As part of her work in 
VarMed Management, Dr Rossotti led an interdisciplinary team of healthcare professionals in a number a medical outreach 
missions where they would tend to the medical needs of patients affected by the storm. Her team directly collaborated with 
the local government, non-profit organizations, such as Direct Relief, and participated in Federal iniciatives regarding the 
distribution of food, water, and medications to elderly patients throughout the island. Dr Rossotti has been Co-Chair for the 
RHEC II since 2018. RHEC’s (Regional Health Equity Council) are independent organizations that contribute to the NPA (National 
Partnership for Action) created by the OMH (Office of Minority Health) in the hopes of achieving health equity and ending 
health disparities among minority populations.

Dr Rossotti is very active within the Medical Cannabis Program in the island of Puerto Rico. She was part of the first group of 
physicians to be Certified by the Puerto Rico Health Department to write Medical Cannabis Recommendations for qualifying 
patients. She is one of founding members and current Vice-President of “Sociedad Puertorriqueña de Ciencia y Medicina 
Cannábica” (Puertorrican Society of Science and Cannabinoid Medicine) and is also a founding member for “Miembros de la 
Industria del Cannabis Medicinal” (MICaM, Members of the Medical Cannabis Industry) where she serves as Vice-President 
as well. Dr Rossotti was also Chair of “Puerto Rico for Safe Access”, which was the first ASA chapter to be created outside the 
continental US and was awarded “Chapter of the Year” 2017. She has made a number of educational appearances for both 
patients as well as healthcare professionals and is actively in conversations with state officials regarding recommendations on 
current medical cannabis program regulations.
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Eric Steenstra has over 30 years experience in the cannabis and hemp industry. In 1993, Eric cofounded and created the 
pioneering hemp fashion brand Ecolution with cannabis activist and business leader Steve DeAngelo. Ecolution created a 
popular line of 100% hemp clothing and accessories sourced from Hungary and Romania and sold to retail stores across the US, 
Canada and Germany. 

Eric was actively involved in the Hemp Industries Association (HIA) from its inception in 1994 including serving as a board 
member, Vice President and President. He took over as Executive Director of HIA in 2008 and served in that role until December 
2016, guiding the organization to over 400% growth in membership during his tenure. 

Eric is a co-founder and the current president of Vote Hemp, a national non-profit grassroots advocacy organization based in 
Washington, DC.  Vote Hemp’s mission is to change state and federal laws to allow American farmers to once again grow hemp 
commercially. Under Eric’s leadership, Vote Hemp has been instrumental in facilitating pro-hemp legislation passage in more 
than 39 states. In 2005, Eric worked with Rep. Ron Paul (R-TX) to draft the first modern U.S. federal hemp legislation (H. 3037) 
and in 2012 he worked with Senator Ron Wyden (D-OR) to get companion hemp legislation introduced in the U.S. Senate.

In 2013, Eric worked with Rep. Jared Polis (D-CO), to get a key hemp research amendment included to the Farm Bill. He also 
worked closely with the office of Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell (R-KY) to include a hemp pilot program provision 
in the 2014 Farm Bill. Section 7606 of the Farm Bill authorizes universities and state departments of agriculture to conduct 
research and pilot programs in states that regulate hemp farming. This landmark legislation enabled states like Kentucky, 
Colorado and Oregon to begin licensing hemp growers and researchers for the first time after decades of prohibition on hemp 
farming and has restarted and reenergized the US hemp industry.

ELLEN LENOX SMITH

Ellen Lenox Smith has emerged as a leading voice for patients living with pain in Rhode Island. Featured in local and national 
press accounts, Mrs. Smith brings a reasoned and compassionate perspective to the need for safe patient access to medicine. 
She had no choice but to turn to medical marijuana in 2007, in RI, when it was determined there was no opiod that she could 
metabolize. Since experiencing what a change this made to her life, she became committed to advocating for it across the 
country. Mrs. Smith suffers from two rare, incurable conditions. One is a degenerative collagen disorder called Ehlers-Danlos 
Syndrome. This crippling disease allows her joints to become easily dislocated, confined her on and off to a wheelchair and is 
the cause for now twenty-four surgeries. Her second condition is called sarcoidosis, which has allowed enlarged lymph nodes 
and granulomas in her lungs. Mrs. Smith has enjoyed a career, predominantly in the field of education. The last position she 
had before having to resign in 2007,due to health, was to teach 8th grade social studies. Mrs. Smith holds a Bachelor of Science 
degree in Elementary Education from Springfield College and over twenty-nine graduate credits.

Married to her husband, Stu, for over 45 years, Mrs. Smith has devoted much of her recent time to advocacy. She is a Rhode 
Island ambassador for  the US Pain Foundation as both a board member and co-director for Cannabis Advocacy, on the board 
of the Rhode Island Patient Advocacy Coalition (RIPAC) as secretary, appointed by the governor to both the ATEL Program, 
(Adaptive Telephone Equipment Loan Program) and the Compassion Center Oversight Committee, helps run the RI EDS Support 
group finding speakers to educate and empower others,  is a former staff writer for Pain News Network and today is staff writer 
for both National Pain Report and 1000 WATTS Magazine. She speaks and presents webinars about Cannabis, Ehlers-Danlos and 
living with chronic pain. A proud mother of four adult children, three grandsons, and a granddaughter, Ellen is also an organic 
gardener, and prior to her disability was a master swimmer and high school swim coach. A member of the Bell Street Chapel 
Unitarian Church, Mrs. Smith is a resident of Scituate, Rhode Island.

GRACE MACALINO, PHD

Grace Macalino, PhD, CEO of Marimac Insight, is a senior research scientist and an epidemiologist. She has been a Principal 
Investigator of clinical research studies for 25 years and her expertise in HIV, health disparities, substance use, and correctional 
health provides a strong background to support medical cannabis and the cannabis field in general. She oversees a team of 
researchers and experienced management consultants whose capabilities include operations of complex, international research 
projects, protocol development, data analyses, strategic planning, organizational development, education and training. 
Marimac Insight is a boutique consulting company with expertise and commitment to patient-specific outcomes and experiences. 
Marimac Insight is also developing the Marimac Research Institute’s Cannabis Research Center of Excellence, bringing together 
research, patients, providers, advocacy, policy, and business perspectives.
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MARY SHAPIRO

Mary Shapiro is an intellectual property attorney specializing in trademark, consumer protection, copyright, and internet law. 
A former client of legal services, her focus is on effectively enhancing and protecting the value of a client’s intellectual property 
in a practical and efficient manner. Her firm, Evoke Law, offers clients worldwide protection through a valued network of local 
international counsel. Following 20 years in the publishing industry in marketing capacities, she started her legal career in 
1999 at Townsend and Townsend and Crew LLP. There, Mary supported businesses in a variety of industries: technology, medical 
device, pharmaceutical, wineries, foundations and consumer products. Mary began her solo practice in 2009, continuing 
her day-to-day work clearing, filing, prosecuting, and enforcing trademarks in the U.S. and around the world. Her cannabis 
practice began in earnest in 2009 and strives to guide cannabis operators in selecting strong and enforceable brand names. 
In 2016, Mary rebranded to Evoke Law, specializing in serving the cannabis industry. The firm also offers guidance on trade 
secrets, packaging and labeling, recall plans, and advertising claims.  Evoke Law provides pro bono assistance to Marijuana 
Policy Project, Americans for Safe Access, and the California Cannabis Industry Association. Mary is a founding member of the 
International Cannabis Bar Association (INCBA) and is now secretary. She co-chairs the organization’s international expansion 
and is involved in the organization’s Continuing Legal Education program. She is also a First 50 supporter of Women Grow. She 
speaks at industry conferences including NCIA, CCIA, INCBA, and Emerald Cup.

JOSE BELEN

Jose Belen is a decorated United States Army Combat veteran and CEO of Florida Mission Zero Inc., a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to combating the PTSD and suicide epidemic plaguing U.S. veterans. A native of Amsterdam in Upstate New York, 
Jose enlisted in the Army at age 19. He deployed to Iraq in 2003 during the initial Operation Iraqi Freedom invasion and 
spent 14 consecutive months in combat. After his honorable discharge in 2005, Jose eventually moved to Florida, where he 
began raising a family and launched a successful corporate career in the real estate and insurance industries. Meanwhile, he 
was silently battling the debilitating effects post-traumatic stress disorder, with medical and veterans-support systems he had 
access to offering little help. Jose’s struggles came to a head in 2016, when the war within his own mind almost robbed him of 
everything: His career, his family, nearly his own life.

Ultimately, however, Jose was able to overcome his personal demons. Inspired by his triumph, in 2017 Jose and his wife 
Danielle founded Florida Mission Zero, an organization dedicated to proving PTSD isn’t a death sentence or the end of the 
line for U.S. veterans and their families. To that end, the nonprofit develops targeted education and advocacy campaigns, 
spearheads suicide prevention efforts, and organizes family support initiatives. Jose and Danielle also help business owners 
expand their veterans outreach and hiring programs, as well as run veterans coaching initiatives. An inspiring public speaker, 
Jose has shared his story at major conferences nationally and internationally and has graced the stage with the likes of Montel 
Williams and former NFL star Marvin Washington. Based on his own experiences, Jose is also an outspoken advocate for 
compassionate access to medical cannabis for veterans and non-veterans alike. He is one of six individuals and organizations 
who are currently suing the federal government to remove cannabis from its list of Schedule I drugs.

Website / Facebook / Twitter / Instagram.

JANIE MAEDLER

Janie and her daughter, Rylie, are the driving forces behind Delaware’s Pediatric MMJ Law, SB181(Pediatric MMJ School Law) 
and Autism as a QC. Currently, they are advocating for SB24 for Open Qualifications and Medical Doctors who can qualify a 
pediatric patient. Janie is Rylie’s Smile Foundation’s BP and a co-owner of Rylie’ Sunshine. Janie’s inspiration is her daughter 
who began Cannabis after an aggressive bone tumor diagnosis in 2013. Her venture into gaining knowledge about medical 
cannabis not only saved her daughter but led her to successfully help families give their children options they may not have 
had. Currently, Janie is active in speaking internationally, educating and guiding families through the non profit’s outreach 
program.

 MICHAEL KRAWITZ

A disabled United States Air Force Veteran [Sergeant, 1981 - 1986]. Michael Krawitz serves as Executive director of Veterans 
For Medical Cannabis Access [VMCA] as well as other board and advisory roles. After California’s 1996 Proposition 215 Michael 
observed that cannabis used as a palliative adjunct pain treatment to opiates not only produced better pain relief but also 
significantly lowered the number of pain pills used. Michael identified the emerging use of so-called “pain contracts” as a 
policy that would eventually make it impossible for patients to use cannabis as an adjunct medication and therefore lose 
any associated opiate overdose and suicide reduction. With the help of Michael’s intervention, the VA has revised its pain 
management system removing the “pain contracts” in favor of a policy based upon informed consent. Leading VMCA Michael 
successfully negotiated the first ever VA medical cannabis policy in 2010 and has since overseen the nationwide effort to 
add Post Traumatic Stress as a qualifying condition under state medical marijuana access laws. Currently Michael is a leader 
of the working group on medicinal access to cannabis in the final stages of the Critical- Review process of the World Health 
Organization Expert Committee on Drug Dependence now awaiting final vote of approval in the United Nations CND.
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MICHAEL MCGUFFIN

Michael McGuffin is the president of the American Herbal Products Association (AHPA) and has been active in the herbal 
industry since 1974. He has owned and managed both retail and manufacturing businesses in this field. Michael also serves on 
the Boards of Directors of the American Herbal Pharmacopoeia and United Plant Savers, and on the Advisory Boards of the USC 
School of Pharmacy Regulatory Science Master’s Degree Program and of the Appalachian Beginning Forest Farmer Coalition. In 
addition, he is the managing editor of AHPA’s Botanical Safety Handbook, first (1997) and second (2013) editions, and of 
Herbs of Commerce, 2nd edition (2000). Michael was presented the Cliff Adler “Heart in Business” award in 1994 and the 
Nutrition Business Journal Award for Efforts on Behalf of Industry in 2004 and in 2011. He was inducted into New Hope Natural 
Media’s “Hall of Legends” in March 2013.

NIC EASLEY

Nic is the CEO and founder of 3C, the world’s leading strategic cannabis consulting firm. 3C has helped hundreds of clients 
across 30 U.S. states and 13 different countries design, start-up, build, and optimize their cannabis companies. 3C provides 
strategic and tactical consulting to cultivation, manufacturing, retail, delivery, distribution, and other ancillary commercial 
cannabis operations. Nic and 3C also own cannabis operations in numerous countries throughout the world including the 
US and Portugal. Nic’s scientific background, combined with over 15 years of agricultural field and biological experience 
offers the industry new possibilities of productivity, profitability, and professionalism. Over the past 11 years, Nic has 
worked with commercial cannabis companies around the world, has been a keynote speaker, panelist, and writer for many 
industry conferences and publications, as well as serving on numerous state regulatory boards ranging from agriculture, 
pesticides, business practices, public health and human safety. Nic recently educated delegates on medical cannabis at the UN 
Intergovernmental Expert Group Meeting on International Challenges Posed by the Non-Medical use of Synthetic Opioids. Nic 
holds degrees in Environmental Studies and Biology, is a Veteran of the United States Air Force, is fluent in numerous languages 
and used to be a passionate Grand Canyon river guide, backcountry ski guide in Colorado, and he remains an active surfer.

Nic is also the CEO and Managing Director for Multiverse Capital (Multiverse). Multiverse is a broad-based set of cannabis 
investment funds covering all sectors of the industry. Multiverse holds three different investment funds, each portfolio focused 
on a specific cannabis industry sector: medicinal, recreational (adult-use), and ancillary (real estate, ancillary products & 
services, and biotech). Nic and his Co-Managers from Silicon Valley are responsible for discovering, vetting, and investing 
in legitimate, scalable, cannabis products, brands, companies, and projects. Nic is known for his passionate commitment 
to importing demonstrated best practices from other industries. His awe-inspiring track-record of building strong cannabis 
businesses and guiding others towards their own victories has established him as a trusted, proven resource for anyone 
considering investing in the cannabis industry.

DR. OLGA OBIE

Dr. Obie is a native Texan, born and raised in Houston. Her path to medicine began at the University of Houston, where 
she earned a cum laude degree in Biochemical and Biophysical Sciences and a minor in chemistry. She went on to earn her 
medical doctorate from the University of Texas Medical Branch where she was a member of the Gold Humanism Honor Society, 
eventually graduating with honors in burns research. She completed an emergency medicine residency at the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham where she presided as chief resident. Today she practices as a board certified emergency physician 
in ERs throughout Texas, California and Louisiana. Dr. Obie began her path to naturopathy, the study and practice of natural 
medicine, after exploring native medicine in Central America, South America and parts of Africa. As a naturopath, Dr. Obie 
gravitates toward herbalism, incorporating many herbs into traditional Western medicine. Medical marijuana plays a pivotal 
role in her recommendations for treatment of almost every ailment and especially for preventive care. Today, Dr. Obie provides 
healing CBD-based expertise to Houston area patients as Texas’ marijuana laws slowly expand. More information on what Dr. 
Obie has to offer can be found on her social media pages as well as by visiting Refine Pharmaceuticals, a CBD-only e-commerce 
store based in Houston, TX.
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TODD LARKIN

Todd Larkin is a decorated United States Army Combat veteran and founder of Texoma Veterans Alliance, a nonprofit 
organization dedicated to educate Veterans about the safe use of cannabis. An Oklahoma native, Todd enlisted in the Army 
at age 18. He deployed to Egypt in 2003 and then to Afghanistan in 2006 being deployed for 18 months in combat. After his 
honorable discharge in 2010, Todd attended college getting a degree in history education and began teaching and coaching 
in Ardmore, Oklahoma. Meanwhile, he was silently battling the debilitating effects of post-traumatic stress disorder. Todd was 
prescribed over eleven medications being on nine at one time. From suicidal thoughts and prescription side effects, his struggles 
came to a head in 2013, when the war within his own mind was finally enough. Todd started educating himself on cannabis and 
how to use it to treat his conditions. Doing so in an illegal state became very concerning for Todd and lacking the ability to get 
good trusted cannabis he wanted to give up but knew this was the best alternative for his combat injuries.
 
Ultimately, however, Todd was able to overcome his personal demons. Inspired by his triumph, in 2018 Todd created Texoma 
Veteran Alliance to help Vets through the process of Oklahoma’s new legal cannabis system. To that end, the nonprofit develops 
targeted education and advocacy campaigns, spearheads suicide prevention efforts, and organizes family support initiatives. 
The group holds monthly events from growing and extraction classes, taste tests, terpene education and even comedy nights. So 
far the non profit has helped over 1000 Oklahoma Veterans get their medical card for access to cannabis. Todd and his wife Jodi 
have been married for 16 years, they have three children Bayleigh, Bostyn and Bru.

PAVEL KUBŮ MD

Pavel Kubů MD is the expert in the medical informatics and adictology. 2001 graduated in general medicine with a focus 
on diseases prevention and public health at Charles University in Prague, 3rd Medical Faculty. Between 2005 and 2015 has 
worked for Intel Corporation as the Business Development Manager. He was leading projects of Intel World Ahead Program for 
Healthcare in Central and Eastern Europe and Education in the Czech Republic and Slovakia In 2006 appointed as chairman of 
the Ethical Commission at the Czech National Monitoring Center for Drugs and Drug Abuse. This government agency is among 
others responsible for evaluation of ethical conditions and human rights compliance in all R&D adiktology projects requesting 
public fundings. Serves since 2007 as the board member of the Czech National Forum for eHealth, between 2012 and 2015 as 
the steering comittee member of Czech Healthcare Forum and from 2013 as the board member of medical cannabis patient 
organization KOPAC. In March 2015 became founding member of International Medical Cannabis Patient Coalition. 

He is primarily devoted to education of healthcare professionals, patients and caregivers and support of research and 
development of new treatment and preventive methods in these nonprofit NGOs. Since 2011 leads medical strategy 
implementation in co-founded company Elon. Company is focused on R&D of wearable plastic electronics with printed light for 
photodynamic treatment methods used in opthalmology, dermatology, neonatology, mental health, onkology and surgery. 
December 2015 founded with colleagues International Cannabis and Cannabinoids Institute and become Chief Executive Officer 
of research and innovation hub focused on clinical knowledge, services and tools development for new treatment methods 
implementation to clinical practise using whole-plant medical cannabis in combination with personalized medicine tools and 
integrated care methods.
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TOMAS SADILEK

Mr. Sadilek joined the ICCI in the position of Director of Government Affairs. He brings with him extensive experience from 
the Office of the Government of the Czech Republic in the field of Legal and Illegal Drugs; Represented the Czech Republic in 
all drug related meetings in United Nations institutions (Vienna, New York); Represented the Czech Republic in meetings in EU 
area, Eastern Partnership countries area, occasionally the US; these are related to UN meetings, Council of the EU meetings, 
Council of Europe meetings.

WILLIAM TROUTT, NMD

Dr. William Troutt is the Director of Cannabis Education for Harvest.  Dr. Troutt was Arizona’s first Medical Director of a state-
licensed medical marijuana dispensary and currently serves as the Medical Director for seven Harvest dispensaries in Arizona.  
He provides initial and recurring cannabis training to dispensary employees, conducts patient and community education events, 
and assists the medical community in integrating cannabis. Dr. Troutt co-founded the Medical Marijuana Research Institute, an 
organization dedicated to conducting and publishing original research on the potential therapeutic effects of medical cannabis.  
He also co-founded, served as Executive Director and volunteers on the Board of Directors for Harvesting Hope, a 501 (C)(3) 
non-profit organization that serves pediatric patients and families living with seizures and epilepsy. Dr. Troutt has over 15 years 
of experience as a licensed Naturopathic Medical Doctor.  He graduated with honors in biology from Arizona State University 
and earned a medical degree from the Southwest College of Naturopathic Medicine.  Furthering cannabis education and 
health is his mission.  Dr. Troutt has consulted with and presented to thousands of medical cannabis patients, top physicians, 
researchers, public servants and industry leaders on a wide array of medical cannabis issues.

Check out our website

Eaze.com

Expanding Access  
Through Legal Delivery

Eaze is a technology platform  
that connects local, legal 

dispensaries and brands with 
consumers who can’t visit retailers 
due to illness, mobility impairment, 

or lack of transportation.
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ASA BOARD MEMBERS
This year we are excited to announce a new ASA Board! 

Steph Sherer, ASA Board President

Ben Bronfman

Don Duncan

Nic Easley

Jayan Fazal-Karim

Dr. Pavel Kubu

Lisa Molyneux

Dr. Olga Obie

Dr. Carla Rossotti 

Nick Ventura 
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Tuesday, March 19, 2019 -- Omni Shoreham Hotel

Since 2002, ASA has promoted excellence in the medical cannabis movement. The ASA Excellence 
Awards program recognizes individuals who have made extraordinary contributions to Safe Access, 
programs that exemplify the highest standards, and organizations that have conducted activities to 

promote and expand safe access.

2019 ASA EXCELLENCE AWARD WINNERS
Patient Advocate of the Year: Todd Larkin

Awarded to an advocate who represents the patient perspective in every aspect of their work. Patient 
Advocate awardees are respected in their communities and are the definition of a compassionate individual.

Researcher of the Year: Jeffrey Raber, PhD
Awarded to a researcher who has contributed outstanding findings in the field of medical cannabis.

Medical Professional of the Year: Cathleen Graham
Awarded to a medical professional who has displayed great leadership advancing the cause of medical 

cannabis. This leadership often comes in the form of outreach, education, and research.

Journalist of the Year: Tom Angell
Awarded to journalists or media personalities who have raised the national dialogue  

regarding medical cannabis.

Courage Award: Diana Dodson
Awarded to an advocate who has displayed great courage in the face of adversity. Due to their passion they 

are able to enact great change in a short time.

ASA Chapter of the Year: Safe Access Colorado
Awarded to the ASA Chapter that has distinguished itself by being extremely involved in their local 

communities and holding successful education and fundraising events.

Business Advocate of the Year: CannaSafe Analytics
Awarded to the business who has has distinguished itself by promoting and expanding safe access through 

advocacy, research, science, product safety, and education.

Veteran Advocate of the Year: Patrick Seifert
Awarded to a veteran who has worked toward continuing the national dialogue regarding veteran access to 

medical cannabis.

Elected Official of the Year: Del. Cheryl Glenn (D-Baltimore City)
Awarded to elected officials who have been compassionate towards medical cannabis at either the local, state, 

or federal level.



PA
R

TN
E

R
S

PARTNERS

We would like to give a special THANK YOU to our 
partners throughout the world, who make it possible for 

us to do the work that we do every day.  

With your collaboration and support, we are impacting 
the lives of millions of people across the globe. 

Thank you!
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2019 UNITY SPONSORS

Diamond Sponsors
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Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsor

Media Sponsor
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6th: Absolute cleanliness is Godliness! Balanced food for body-mind-soul-spirit is our medicine! Full truth our God, half-truth our enemy, hard work our salvation, unity our goal, Free Speech our weapon, All-One our soul, self-discipline the key to freedom
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FAMILY SOAPMAKERS SINCE 1858

True to the vision of Dr. E.H. Bronner and 
157 years of soapmaking tradition: Work 
hard! Improve! Make the best better! 
Seek the purest, most e�ective organic 
and fair trade ingredients, like hemp oil 
for a soft, smooth lather that won’t dry 
your skin. Body, hair, face, mouth & teeth – 
food, dishes, laundry, mopping, pets  – Dr. 
Bronner’s is the very best soap for hu-
man, home and Earth. Dilute! Dilute! OK!

MUCH LOVED FOR GOOD REASON

Cleanliness is Godliness! 18 uses in 1 mild 
yet mighty soap. E�ective, ecological, 
versatile–vegan and cruelty-free. Certi- 
�ed Fair Trade ingredients, made with 
organic oils, no harsh synthetics. 100% 
biodegradable in a 100% post-consumer 
recycled bottle. Enjoy only 2 cosmetics, 
enough sleep & Dr. Bronner’s Magic Soaps 
to clean body-mind-soul-spirit instantly 
uniting One! For we’re All-One or None!

GOOD FOR YOU AND SPACESHIP EARTH.

DR. BRONNER’S 
IS CERTIFIED

CONTAINS AT LEAST 70% FAIR TRADE INGREDIENTS · FAIR FOR LIFE CERTIFIED BY IMO

Available in Eucalyptus, Rose, Tea Tree, Citrus Orange, Almond, Baby Unscented, Peppermint and Lavender

In all we do, let us be generous,  
fair & loving to Spaceship Earth 
and all its inhabitants. For we’re  
ALL-ONE OR NONE! ALL-ONE! 





Join AHPA and 
help design and 
implement strategies 
that promote 
the responsible 
commerce of 
cannabis. 

AHPA addresses issues related 

to the safe use and responsible 

commerce of legally-marketed 

products derived from the 

Cannabis species, including 

medical marijuana, foods, 

cosmetics, clothing and other 

consumer goods.

For more information 

contact Jane Wilson, 

AHPA’s Director of 

Program Development, at 

jwilson@ahpa.org.

RICKI
LAKE

MONTEL
WILLIAMS

Three Tracks:
ANALYTICAL CANNABIS,
MEDICAL CANNABIS, &
CULTIVATION SCIENCE



Presented with 
care and compassion 

by



Visit us online at:

www.SafeAccessNow.org

Facebook  /safeaccessnow

Twitter   @SafeAccess

Instagram  americansforsafeaccess 



IN MEMORY

Tom Duncan, co-founder of Iowans for Safe Access, passed away in August of 2018. A tireless 
advocate for medical cannabis patients, Tom was the winner of the ASA 2017 Courage 

Award. He was always one to pass the credit on to his fellow advocates but we know his deep 
contributions to this work. His final victory came just days before his own death when he 

changed policy for University of Iowa Hospitals and Clinics to allow patients to medicate in their 
rooms. We will miss his passion and his kindness.

William “Bill” Hansill was a long-time ASA member and advocate and frequent Unity 
Conference attendee. He passed away in December of 2018. As a registered nurse and home 
health care worker he was dedicated to caring for others. He brought that medical knowledge 

and devotion to care to his advocacy. He was tenacious and dedicated in service to patients and 
was an invaluable advocate for Georgia. He will be missed by those of us at ASA and everyone 

else lucky enough to know him.
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